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nvifible;  we  then  cannot  avoid  the  deviations  of 
fanaticiffn,  and  are  caftly  led  to  confound  our 
feelings  and  ideas  with  external  effects  i  the  cSs&n 
of  our  foul  wiih  effefls  produced  by  fuperior 
beings  ;  we  believe  that  we  fee,  hear,  and  perceive 
what  exifts  no  where  but  in  our  imagination }  we 
firay  froni  ourfelves  and  from  the  objefls  around 
XLfy  to  a  world  of  ideas  which  is  the  worlcman* 
fhip  of  our  fancy,  and  arc  mifled  by  the  vivacity 
and  (Irength  of  our  feelings,  and  miftake  for  reMiy^ 
what  is  merely  ideal.  Thus  we  dream  while  we 
are  awake,  and  (boner  or  later,  find  ourfelves  woe- 
pretended  apparitioiiF,  every 
the 


(  in  ) 

perience^  ^which  commonly  are  chofen  by  thofc 
who  are  addiAed  to  lazineK,  and  indolence,  def- 
titute  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  Nature  and  Re- 
ligion,  difmclined  to^  or  incapable  of  thinking  and 
inveftigating,  ruled  by  wild,  irregular  paffions, 
and  endowed  witb  a  lively  and  prolific  imagina- 
tion. 

■  This  has  been  the  chief  reafon  that  the  num- 
berlefs  horde  of  impoftors,  who  at  all  times  have 
invaded  the  kingdom  of  truth  and  human  felicity, 
have  found  it  very  cafy  to  fucceed  in  their  attempts 
when  playing  ofF  their  finatical  engines  for  the 
Cike  of  lucre  or  ambition,  or  with  the  view  of 
carrying  fome  political  end.  This  fort  of  fana- 
ticifm  and  fanatical  illufion,  has  never  been  more 
predominant  in  civilized  Europe,  than  in  the 
middle  century,  and  raged  with  unabated  fury  till 
the  immortal  Wickliff,  Luther,  and  their  fellow  la- 
bourers began  to  combat  the  prevailing  religious 
errors,  and  reftored  reafon,  that  overflowing 
fource  of  knowledge  and  bappinefs,  to  her  facred 
rights.  We  (hould  however,  be  miftakcn  if  wc 
were  to  imagine,  that  fince  the  reformation,  fana- 
ticifm  has  entirely  lofl  its  powerful  influence  on 
the  human  mind,  for  alas !  modern  hiftory  fur- 
niihes  us  wi/h  but  too  muny  fafts  which  fcxvc  lo 


prove  undeniably,  that  this.baoeful  foe  to.hum^, 
bappinefs  ftill  counts  many  votaries. 

Germany  is  one  of  thofe  countries  in  which 
this  monfter  lately  has  again  ereded  his  horrid 
creft,  and  one  of  her  moil  powerful  Princes  has»  of 
late,  convinced  the  world,  that  even  the  palaces  of 
the  great,  where  unbelief  generally  is  carrefled, 
moft  fervently,  are  not  inacceffible  to  iknaticifrn's 
powerful  charms. 

The  Prince  whom  I  am  fpeaking  of  has  either 
been  deceived  by  himfelf,  or  has  been  deceived  by 
his  courtiers,  to  fuch  a  degree  diat  he  firmly  be- 
lieves he  (ball  be  capable  of  extending  one  time  tho 
fwayof  his  fceptre  to  die  kingdom  of  fpirits;  and^ 


Spadn,  and  die  readers  of  thefe  pages  will  requiiv 
no  farther  proofs  of  the  baneful  conieqtiences 
which  have  originated  from  his  errors. 

This  b£tj  equally  diigraceful  to  the  high  per- 
Conagt  in  queftion,  as  it  is  of  public  notoriety  in 
Germanyy  has  roufed  fome  men  of  learning  and 
public  fpirit  to  vindicate  the  (acred  rights  of  rea* 
ion,  and  to  prove  in  a  palpable  manner  that  many 
extraordinary  phenomena  which,  to  the  unin- 
formed, appear  to  originate  frofp  fopematural 
caufes,  either  may  be  contrived  by  means  of  na« 
tural  magic,  or  arife  from  die  wild  irregular 
flights  of  a  heated  and  di(brdered  imagination  and 
a  weak   underftanding.     That    this    wis   Mr. 
Tfchink's  view  when  he  publiflied  the  Ghoft« 
feer,  is  evident  from  every  page  of  his  beautiful 
work,  and  that  he  has  executed  his  plan  in  a  maf- 
terly  manner,  has  been  acknowledged  by  all  die 
friends  of  reafon  in  Germany,  where  it  has  been 
received  with  the  greateft  applaufe,  and,  as  it  is 
hoped,  not  without  benefit.    That  the  latter  may 
alfobe  the  cafe  in  this  country,  is  the  moft  afdent 
wifh  of  the  Tranflator,  who  owes  fo  many  blef- 
fmgs  of  his  life,  fo  many  fercne  and  happy  days 
to  this  country,  that  it  would  be  ungrateful  in 
him  if  ht  patieai^  cot/Id  behold  the  rapid  ft  rides 

Whicb 


(•    vi     ) 

which  the  &natic  belief  in  thtf  wonderful,  makes 
in  a  country  which  has  proved  fo  blifsftii  to  him^ 
without  endeavouring  to  combat,  at  leaft.  with 
borrowed  arms,  the  increa&ig  .propensity  to 
whatever  is  uncommon  and  appaurs  to  be  fuper* 
natural.  That  he,  by  introducing  the  prefent 
work  to  the  Engiifh  public,  does  not  enter  die  lift 
with  a  phantom  of  his  imagination,  is  but  too  evi- 
dent, witnefs  the  great  notice  which  has  lately  been 
taken  of  Mr.  Brothers,  and  the  fcdlowing  adver* 
tifement^  which  among  others  of  the  fame  tenour, 
appears  fo  frequently  in  the  daily  p^persy.  that  it 


.      (    vii     ) 

^  whom  ibe  has  foretold  the  moft  important  events 
^  ortfae4>refent  aera,  tec.  Sec.  ice" 

The  Tranflator  has  nothing  to  add,  but  to  apolo* 
gise  for  die  foreign  idoms  which  maj  perhaps  oc- 
cur to  the  difcerning  eyes  of  the  keen-fighted  cri- 
tic,  and  hopes  that  his  labour  will  contribute,  at 
leaft  Something  to  the  deftmffion  of  fimaticifm  in 
difs  country. 

P.    fV  I  L  L. 
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Letter  to  the  MArquis  of  F 

THE  king  is  informed  of  every 
thing;  our  plan  is  i  difcovered :  I  have 
been  betrayed,  and  am  now  in  clofe  con- 
finement. Here  I  am  fitting  between  im- 
penetrable walls,  and  wTiting  to  you, 
alas !  perhaps  the  laft  lines  whicb  you  ever 
will  rl!ccive  from  your  haplefs 'friend. 

I  apply  to  you,  bccaufe  I  know  yoir 
heart.  You  never  have  denied  me  a  rc- 
laaable  prayer,  and  you  certainly  ^^i!l 
not  refufc  the  laft.  Save  what  13  molt 
dear  to  wc,  fuvc  my  honor.  Mv  jouvna\ 
^  Ji 
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is  in  your  poireffion;  it  contains  the  juoft 
importaiU  part  of  the  hiftory  of  my  life. 
You  may  add  what.is  wanting,  and  publifli 
the  whole. 

I  am  not  afraid  to  lofe  my  life,  but  the 
idea  of  lofing  my  honor  drives  me  to  dif- 
traftion  and  madnefs.  A'dreadful  profpeft 
of  futurity  opens  to  my  view ;  I  behold 
ray  name  branded  with  ignominy  in  the 
annals  of  my  country,  obliterated  all  the 
gre_at  and  goodaflions  I  have  performed; 
I  behold  myfclf  ranked  among  criminals 
bypofterity — You — you  only  can  prevent 
it — and  I  am  fare  you  will  favcmy  honor 
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in  order  to  pray  heaven  to  blefs  you,  and 
to  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu;  for  a  dread- 
ful prefentiment  tells  me  that  I  fhall  fee 
you  no  more. 

P.  S.  The  gaoler  would  not  promifc 
to  deliver  this  letter  for  lefs  than  200 
dobras  (640  livres  fterling;)  give  it  him 
from  the  money  which  you  have  in  hand; 
the  reft  keep  as  a  legacy  from  your 

Unfortunate  Friend, 


MIGUEL. 


B  t 
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MEMOIRS 

OF 

fl^IIGUEL  DUKE   DE    CA^I^JL 

I  WAS  23  years  old  when  my 
father,  a  grandee  of  P — 1,  feni  me  abroad 
under  the  tuition  of  Antonio,  Count  de 
♦**,  a  man  whofe  philofophical  turn  of 
mind  and  difinterefted  love  for  me  had 
gained  him  my  affeftion  and  efteem.     We 
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well.  The  pricft  informed  us,  durin^j 
luppcr,  that  there  was  an  old  del'olated 
caftle  in  the  village,  which  was  reported  to 
be  the  refidence  of  evil  fpirits,  who  would 
fuIFcr  no  human  being  to  inhabit  it. 
Having  always  had  an  ardent  propenfity 
for  adventures  of  that  nature,  I  begged 
him  to  give  me  a  lanthorn,  intending  to 
pay  a  viGt  to  thofe  mifanthropic  beings; 
and  in  fpite  of  our  hoft's  theological  and 
my  tutor's  philofophical  remonltrance^, 
infifted  upon  fpending  the  night  at  the 
caClle,  in  the  company  of  the  latter,  and 
to  try  whether  the  airy  lords  of  the  manof 
would  not  prove  more  hofpitable  to  me. 
At  length  they  yielded  to  my  impatient 
dcfire  of  being  acquainted  with  thcfc 
dreadful  beings,  and  my  fervant,  alonj 
with  the  man  of  our  hoft,  was  ordered  v 
follow  me  to  the  caftle  with  beds  an 
candles. 

I  led   the   way,  carrying   a   lanthor 
On  our  arrival  at  the  ancient  fabric  - 
perceived,  clofc  to  the  entrance,  a  ft< 
cafe,  which  we  afcended.     A  fpacious  1 
prckntcd  itfelfto  our  view  at  the  to 
iE/  i6c  waJJs  were   decorated    with 

^  3 
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worm-eaten  half  decayed  piftures,  and  on 
both  fides  of  the  hall  were  doors  which 
led  to  the  apartments.  Having  examined 
them,  we  made  choice  of  that  which  was  to 
the  left,  becaufc  it  Was  neareft  to  the 
ftaircafe.  Our  beds  were  laid  on  the 
floor,  and  two  candles  placed  on  an  old 
worm-eaten  table.  As  foon  as  I  had  fent 
away  my  fervant,  whofe  whole  framfc 
quivered  with  fear  of  ghofts  and  hobgob^ 
11  ns,  with  the  man  of  our  kind  hoft,  I 
bolted  the  door  carefully,  putting  a  loaded 
piftol  on  each  fide  of  my  couch;  my  tutor 
unlheathed  his  fword,  and  thus  armed,  we 
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trable    darknefs     veiled     every    objcG 
around;  the  vivid  lightning  affording  me 
only  now  and  then  a  peep  at  the  fields  fur- 
rounding  the  caftle :  no  found  \vas  heard< 
but  the  diftant  rolling  of  the  thunder,  and 
the   doleful   dirge  of  the   folitary    owl 
A  ftrange  fenfation,  which  I  cannot  de. 
kribe,  thrilled  my  whole  frame.     I  ihut 
the  window,  and  went  to  the  bed  of  my 
tutor,  who  was  faft  aflecp.     As  I  was  thus 
ftanding  by  his  bed-fide,  I  heard  fomethino 
ruftle   before   the  door.     I   ftarted,  ran 
towards  it,  but  found  it  ftrongly  bolted. 
The  chilly  vapours  of  the  night,  I  had 
inhaled  at  the  window,  had  left  behind  a 
very  difagreeable  fcnfation,  accompaniec 
by  a  kind  of  Ihivering,  and  I  laid  myfel! 
down  again.     A  little  while  after  the  har 
binger  of  reft  touched  my  eyes  with  hi 
leaden  wand,  and  I  was  foon  faft  adeei 
However  I  awoke  juft  when  the   clo< 
was  ftriking  twelve,  and  the  laft  found  h 
fcarcely  reached  my  ears,  when  a  dread 
noife  arofe  which* fcemed  to  approach  < 
room. 

At  length  fomcbody  knocked  at 
^Awtp     /  got  up  without  utterinci  a 
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and  took  hold  of  mypiftols.  After  a  !ong 
paufe,  it  knocked  a  fecond  time.  I  afked 
my  tutor  in  a  whifper,  whether  he  had 
heard  it?  but  received  no  anfwer.  Now 
it  knocked  a  third  time;  the  door  burft 
open  with  a  thundering  noife,  and  a  fright- 
ful figure  entered  the  room,.  dire6ling  its 
courl'e  towards  me.  Two  fiery  eyes, 
darting  flaihes  of  lightning  at  me,  a  voice 
like  the  roaring  of  a  lion,  joined  with  the 
clafhing  of  chains,  which  the  tall  emacia- 
ted figure  wore,  would  have  been  fufl&cient 
to  difmav  co^iragc  itfeir.      However  I  was 
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appearance  in  the  dark  made  my  blood 
run  chill,  and  every  hair  ftand  on  end, 
his  whole  body  feeming  to  be  encafed  in 
fire.  At  the  fame  time  a  moft  tremendous 
noife  arofe  over  our  room,  doleful  groans 
and  lamentations  affailed  my  ear,  and  I 
fwooned  away. 

The  fpeftre  had  retired,  and  the  candles 
were  burning  again,  when  I  recovercdt 
the  ufe  of  my  fcnfes.  Although  I  iiad 
been  handled  fo  roughly,  that  I  fcarcely 
could  move,  yet  I  endeavoured  to  creep 
to  the  fpot  where  my  tutor  was  ftretched 
out,  to  all  appearance,  a  lifelefs  corpfc. 
Good  God!  how  I  was  (hocked,  when  I  law 
him  as  pale  as  aflies  and  disfigured  with 
blood.  After  many  fruitlefs  endeavours 
to  recall  him  to  life,  I  fucceeded  at  laft. 
He  fpoke  little,  and  what  he  faid  was 
hardly  audible.  I  intended  to  watch  by 
his  bed  fide,  ull  the  dawn  of  day  fhould 
enable  us  to  leave  that  refidence  of  horror; 
hoA-ever  I  found  it  impoffiblc;  I  grew  fo 
faint,  that  I  was  obliged  to  lie  down  after 
I  had  bolted  the  door. 

I  now  began  to  wufeon  the  apparition, 

sjj^f  when  reafon   begsm  to  recover  Uci 

^  5  IVa^' 
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fway,  I  was  afhamed  of  my  cowardly  be- 
haviour, and  determined  to  follow  the 
fpeftre  if  it  (hould  appear  once  more^ 
which  it  foon  did.  The  groans  and  la- 
mentations and  the  thundering  noife  over 
our  head  were  renewed;  the  door  was 
burft  open,  and  I  treated  as  cruelly  as  on 
the  firft  vifit  of  thefpeftre.  However  I 
preferved  my  whole  recollection,  and  when 
my  terrible  vifitor  retired,  purfued  him 
on  tip-toe,  armed  with  fword  and  piftol, 
which  I  could  do  fo  much  eafier,  as  the 
gloomy  li^bt   it   emitted   fhowed  me  the 
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much  hefitation  endeavoured  to  reach  the 
bottom  of  the  paflage;  but  how  great 
was  my  terror,  when  the  floor  fuddenly 
gave  way  beneath  my  feet,  and  I  funk 
down  into  a  deep  vault.  My  piftol  went 
off  with  a  tremendous  noife,  and  I  found 
that  I  was  lying  on  a  heap  of  hay  and 
ftraw.  Before  I  could  get  upon  my  legs, 
four  mafked  men  in  black  appeared  with 
torches  in  their  hands,  calling  to  me  in  a 
thundering  accent,  how  I  dared  to  intrude 
where  no  vilitors  were  admitted?  At  the  fame 
time  they  laid  hold  of  me,  and  dragged  me 
forcibly  after  them.  Having  paffed  many 
fubterraneouspaflages  and  concealed  {lair- 
cafes,  my  conduftor  ftopped  fuddenly  and 
pulled  a  bell.  In  an  inftant  a  ma(fy  fold- 
ing door  burft  open,  and  I  entered  a  hall^ 
illuminated  by  a  number  of  torches,  where 
I  beheld  at  a  long  table  twelve  mafked 
perfons,  the  deportment  of  whom  bcfpoke 
the  fupcriority  of  their  rank. 

He  who  was   feated  at  the  head  of  the 
table,  addrcfled  me   with  a  commanding 
voice :  "  Unhappy  wretch!  what  has  tcmpt- 
«  cd  thee  to  vifu  this  caftle?  CouldavUou 
B  6  ^^  vvo 
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not  think  that  thy  rafhnefs  will  cofl  thee 
"  thy  life?  Make  thy  peace  with  God,  for 
**  thou  mud  die  without  mercy!"  "  How, 
*'  —  I  replied — die?  "W^l,.  then  I  vow, 
**  my  death  ihaUL^jg^^yoja  dear!"  So 
faying,  I  grafped  my  fword;^owever  they 
told  me  to  dcfill  from  fuch  chiUilh 
pranks,  and  difarmed  and  carried  me  to  a 
dark  chamber. 

The  horrid  fpeftre  of  a  violent  death 
llared  me  in  the  face,  and  a  chilly  tremor 
lliook  my  whole  frame.  But  what  affe^ed 
mc  more  than  the  impending  lofs  of  my 
life,   was    the    idea    of  what  would    be 
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Some  were  of  opinion,  it  would  be  bell 
to  difpatch  me  without  ceremony;  how- 
ever  one  of  the  dread  aflembly,  more 
humane  than  the  reft,  propofed  to  examine 
me  ftriaiy,  beifore  fentence  ihould  be  pro- 
nounced agaioft  me.  His  advice  was 
adopted,  and  I  fummoned  to  appear  before 
the  awful  aflembly.  ^^  What  has  brought 
"  you  to  this  cattle?"  their  chief  began — 
**  concealing  the  truth  will  avail  you 
>*^  nothing;  however,  a  fincere  confeffion 
**  may  perhaps  fave  your  life.  For  what 
*'  reafon  did  you  come  to  the  cattle  ? 

"  i  have  been  tempted  by  curiofity,"  I 
replied;  "having  been  told,  that  bad 
"  fpirits  redded  here,  I  was  deiirous  to 
**  get  acquainted  with  them." 
^  Who  has  told  you  fo?" 
"  The  prieft  of  the  village,  who  will 
"  confirm  the  truth  of  my  affertion,  if  you 
^  will  queftion  him/V 

**  Who  are  you,  and  where  do  you 
^*  come  from?" 

*'  I  am  the  only  fon  of  a  rich  grandee. 
«  Do  you  hear!  the  only  fon.  If  you  are 
^*  no  ftrangcrs  to  pity,  confidcr,  what  a 

«  deadly 
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<^  deadly  wound  you  will  infli^  upon  the 
**  heart  of  my  father  by  aifaifinating  me.'* 
*«  Where  do  you  come  from  ?'* 
•«  From  Eftremadura^  my  native  town." 
^  Whither  did  you  mean  to  travel  ?•• 
^<  I  was  going  to  vilit  the  principal 
**  towns  of  Europe.** 
^«  Where  did  you  intend  to  flop  firft  ?* 
I  named  the  town* 
•'  What  is  your  name  ?•* 
When  I  pronounced  ray  name^heftart* 
ed  up,  but  inftantly  retook  his-  feat. 
"  What  is  your  name?"  he  inquired 
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turned  the  fame  anfwers.  He  was  order- 
red  to  retire,  and  a  long  confultation  be- 
gan; it  was  however  carried  on  in  fo  low 
an  accent,  that  I  could  hear  nothing  dif- 
tinaiy. 

After  a  few  minutes,  we  were  fummoned 
again  to  appear  before  the  dreadful  coun- 
cil, and  heard,  to  our  unfpeakable  joy,  that 
we  Ihould  be  fet  at  liberty,  if  we  would 
fwear  a  fotemn  oath,  never  to  reveal  what 
we  had  feen  and  heard,  and  to  relate  a  fic- 
titious talc  of  horror  to  our  hoft.  This 
done,  we  were  re-condufted  by  four  pcr- 
fons  to  the  palTage,  where  we  were  left  to 
ourfelves. 

"  How  fortunate  it  was  (faid  my  tutor, 
"  when  our  condu£lors  had  left  us,)  th^t 
**  you  did  not  fwerve  from  truth  when 
"  you  was  examined;  a  (ingle  falfehood 
"  would  have  coft  us  our  life.  Your  vera* 
**  city  has  favedus." 

"  If  I  am  not  miftaken,  we  alfo  owe 
^  fomethingtomy  name." 
-     **  To  your  name  ?•* 

^  Cfertainlyl  for  when  I  pronounced 
«•  it^  I  perceived,  (bat  my  examinator  was 

^«  feixcA 
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'•  fcized  with  a  fudden  emotion.  He 
''  llartcd  up  and  afked  me  twice.  I  plainly 
«  perceived  that  it  produced  a  ftrong 
«  effeftonhismind." 

"  You  may  be  right  (faid  my  tutor)  but 
"  however  that  may  be,  we  ought  to  thank 
"  Providence  for  our  happy  deliverance." 

I  begged  his  pardon  for  having  en- 
dangered his  life,  and  caufedhim  fo  many 
cruel  blows  through  my  youthful  raflincfs 
and  difobedience ;  however  he  aflured  me, 
that  he  was  not  in  the  lead  angry  with  me, 
and  that  he  felt  no  pain  at  all,  except  a 
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that  the  people  of  our  kind  hoft  were 
rifen,  we  went  to  bid  a  good  morning  to 
the  faofpitable  prielt,  and  related  as  much 
of  our  noflurnal  adventure  as  we  could 
without  violating  our  promife.  The  wor- 
thy eccleiiallic  blefled  and  crofled  himfclf 
when  he  heard  our  narrative  of  the  events 
of  that  fatal  night,  which  we  took  care  to 
reprefent  with  additional  horrors.  After 
breakfaft  we  thanked  him  for  his  hofpita- 
lity,  making  him  a  prefent  for  the  beds 
we  had  left  at  the  caflle,  and  continued 
our  journey,  which  we  commenced  as 
cheerful  as  it  could  be  expeSed,  confi- 
dering  the  poignant  pain  I  ftill  felt  in  every 
part  of  my  body,  and  the  head-ache  of 
my  tutor. 

We  met  with  no  farther  adventure  on 
the  firft  day,  but  at  the  clofe  of  the  fccond 
were  furprifed  by  a  very  odd  incident. 
Within  two  hours  diftance  from  the  town, 
whither  we  were  travelling,  we  faw  a  lame 
beggar  coming  direftly  towards  us  from 
a  wood  w^hicbwc  were  paffing.  He  called 
to  the  coachman  to  ftop  a  little ;  however, 
he  did  not  mind  it,  but  drove  on.     In  lefs 

ihau 
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than  a  few  minutes  the  beggar  was  at  the 
window  of  our  coach,  entreating  my  tutor 
to  give  him  fomcthing.  We  ordered  the 
coachman  to  Rop,  at  the  fame  time  ftaring 
at  each  other  with  aftonifliment,  becaufe 
the  beggar  was  dreffed  in  a  moll  whimfical 
manner.  His  motley  coat  was  compofcd 
of  numberlefs  rags  which  fcarcely  kept 
together;  his  waiftcoat,  which  reached 
down  to  his  knees,  was  of  blue  fatin  and 
richly  embroidered;  and  the  remainiflg 
part  of  his  body  was  naked.     His  fnew- 
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trunk.  "  No !"  replied  the  beggar,  **  I 
want  the  {hoes  and  (lockings  you  wear.** 
**  Has  there  ever  been  heard  any  thing  of 
that  kind  ?"  faid  my  tutor  to  me,  "  Be  gone^ 
^  infolent  wretch !  do  you  mean  to  make 
•*  your  game  of  us  ?'*  The  beggar  ftuck 
clofe  to  the  coach  window,  exclaiming, 
**  and  if  you  kill  me,  my  lord,  I  will  not 
**  leave  you  before  you  have  granted  my 
prayer."  This  infolent  obftinacy  raifed 
the  anger  of  my  companion,  and  thinking 
to  frighten  him  away,  he  took  one  of  his 
piftols,  offering  to  fhoot  him.  *'  Fire  at 
♦*  me,"  faid  he  fearlefs,  "  if  you  are  mean 
"  enough  to  ftied  the  blood  of  a  fellow 
»*  creature  for  the  fake  of  a  paltry  pair  of 
*^  flioes  and  ftockings."  My  tutor  ftared 
at  him.  "  If  thou  art  determined  to 
•*  have  my  fhoes  and  (lockings,  then  no 
**  choice  is  left  me,  but  to  grant  thy  pray- 
"  ers."  So  faying,  he  began  to  pull  them 
off.  The  beggar  feeing  this,  came  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  coach,  and  begged  very 
humbly  to  have  my  breeches  and  coat. 
«  Indeed  !  this  is  too  bad  l"  I  exclaimed  ; 
«  go  out  of  my  fi^br^  elfe  I  will  chaftife 

**  thee 
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*'  thee  for  thy  infolence."  He  flared  2 
me  awhile,  with  dreadful  looks,  and  the 
raifed  a  laugh  which  frightened  me.'- 
"  How  will  this  end  ?"  faid  my  tutor  t 
me,  ordering  the  coachman  to  drive  01 
However  the  horfcs  had  not  advance 
three  fteps,  when  the  beggar  fallie 
forth,  and  brought  one  of  them  to  th 
ground  by  a  violent  ftroke  with  one  c 
his  crutches.  My  tutor  grew  pale.  " 
"  am  forry,"  faid  the  beggar,  after  a  fho] 
paufe,  "  that  you  force  me  by  your  ol 
''*  ftinacv^  to   aft   thus;     be    fo  kind  t 
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**  the  town,  and  then  I  beg  the  favour 
'•  of  you  to  meet  me  here  next  Friday 
"  again  ft  fun-fet."  So  faying,  he  bowed 
and  left  us,  difappearing  in  the  adjacent 
wood. 

Meanwhile  our  horfe  had  recovered, 
and  we  continued  our  journey  with  all 
poflible  fpecd,  left  a  new  adventure  might 
interrupt  us  once  more.     *•  What  do  you 
•*  think  of  that  ftrange   being  ?"  faid  I, 
after  a  long  filence  which  had  reigned  in 
our  carriage.     «  I  do  not  know  what  to 
**  think  of  him,"  he  replied,   "  he  either 
•'  mufl  be— —but,  pray,  have  you  taken 
"  the  money  out  of  your  breeches  ?  300 
*'  ducats  and  two  rings  fct  with  diamonds, 
"  would  indeed  have  been  a  fine  gift !" 
So  faying,   I  put  my  hand  mechanically 
in  my  pocket,  but  how  great  was  my  ter- 
ror, vhcn  I  found  the  apprehenfionof  my 
tutor  verified.     "  What  is  the  matter?' 
faid  he  with  marks  of  aftonifliment.   *•  All 
•'  i«  gone  r  I  exclaimed,  in  a  rueful  ac- 
cent.    «  Gone!    impofliblc !"     He  or- 
ated the  coachman  to  ftop,  and  afliftcd 
nicin  fcarcbi/j^  my  pockets.     <•  Pray  <;ct 

^t  up 
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<«  up  a  little,  if  you  pleafe !"  I  got  uj 
but  all  my  fearches  were  fruitlefs ;  ^ 
drove  back  to  the  fpot  where  we  had  bee 
flopped,  but  neither  ring  nor  money  poul 
be  found.  <«  Very  ftrange !"  exclaime 
my  tutor,  as  we  returned;  "  are  you  fui 
*^  you  have  taken  it  out  of  the  pocket  i 
^'  As  fure  as  I  am  alive !  this  is  moi 
"  than  pocket  picking,  it  muft  be  forcer] 
«<  I  fhould  think,  if  any  thing  of  ih< 
*^  kind  was  poffible." 

«  The  appearance  of  the  fellow  was  i 
*'  leaft  ftrange  enough,"  my  tutor  replies 
^^  and  there  certainly  exifts  a  kind  of  fo 
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^  Vain  hope !" 

**  Not  fo  vain  as  you  think.  Did  he 
**  not  fay  himfelf  that  he  wants  neither 
«*filvcr nor  gold?"     * 

"  Mere  pretext!  why  has  he  then  pil- 
**  fcred  my  money  ?" 

"  For  fun,  and  to  laugh  at  our  expence, 
^  and  perhaps  to  punifii  us  a  little  for 
"  having  refufed  at  firft  to  grant  his  pray- 
"  cr.  And  even  if  my  argument  (hould 
"  prove  erroneous,  you  cannot  but  con- 
'*  fcfs,  that  a  man  in  whofc  power  we  were^ 
"  has  behaved  very  handfomc,  fince  he 
^  has  been  fatisfied  with  your  purfe  and 
^  not  alfo  taken  our  papers." 

"  Pray  be  lb  kind  as    to  look  after 
'^them!" 

He  put  his  hand  into  his  pockety  but  the 
vord  he  was  going  to  utter  died  on  his 
lips.  After  along  paufe  of  horror,  he  faid 
with  a  forced  equanimity,  pale  and  trem- 
bling;" «  No !  Mr.  Sorcerer,  you  have 
^  led  your  fport  too  far!" 
"  What  is  the  matter  ?"  faid  I,  frightened. 
^  O  that  1  could  keep  it  from  your 
*'  knowledge !  the  psipers  are  gone !" 

.^  GonzT 
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<<  Gone?'*  I  exclaimed,  darting  up  from 
my  feat.    "  Pray  examine  your  pockets  I* 

He  fcarched,  but  could  find  nothing,  ex- 
cept his  purfe  with  40  ducats.  This  was 
now  all  our  remaining  wealth;  and  yet  wc 
were  glad  that  we  had  not  loft  this  little 
fum  too. 

This  new  accident  gave  rife  to  fo  many 
remarks,  confultations  and  fchemes,  that 
we  entered  the  gate  of  the  town  before  we 
had  time  to  fix  where  we  ihould  ftay  the 
night.  The  coachman  flopped.  "  Where 
are  we?'*  I  exclaimed.  He  named  the 
very  hotcU  againft  which  the  beggar  had 
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Having  flept  fome  hours,  I  awoke  fud- 
denly,  and  felt  as  if  fomebody  was  flop- 
ping my  mouth  and  nofe.  I  panted  for 
breath,  and  inhaled  a  fuffocating  fmoke^ 
which  made  me  jump  out  of  the  bed.  The 
night-lamp  was  extinguiflied,  and  I  per- 
ceived a  faint  grifly  glimmer  in  my  room ; 
at  the  fame  time  a  confufed  noife  from  the 
ilrcct  aifailed  my  ears,  and  the  bells  were 
ringing.  I  hurried  to  the  window  and  was 
almoft  petrified  by  the  dreadful  fight  my 
eyes  beheld  ;  exclaiming  in  an  accent  of 
horror  and  defpair,  "  Fire  !  fire  !"  my  fcr- 
vant  and  tutor  darted  up  at  the  fame  time. 
The  whole  houfe  was  in  a  flame,  and  every 
means  of  efFefting  our  efcape  fecmed  to  be 
ctit  off;  the  univerfal  conftemation  of  the 
people  of  the  houfe  having  prevented  them 
■from  roufing  us.  We  hurried  on  our 
cloaths,  took  up  our  trunk,  and  favcd  our- 
felves  with  much  difficulty,  half  naked 
and  terribly  finged. 

The  fpcQators  raifcd  a  loud  fliout  as 

we  were  rufhing  through  the  flames,  and 

now  we  perceived  firft  the  whole  extent  of 

the  dangers  which   had   furrounded  us, 

I        Vol,  h  C  Having 
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•"''    o^le  to  me,  »«^  ^  ^*  ^Witber  axe 
^^^^^rdet  to  favc  It.  .^^^ed.     X 

*'  yo^  f"*^  u  Are  you  mad ;      .^^ 
^^^^^rebackbytbeann^        ^^,,,,r 

»*  vjantoniy  j^^  ^eUg"  ,  j    c 

tac\eVD  minutes  vrei^     ^^do^t',  a^ 
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without  crutches,   clad  in  a  garment  of 
coarfe  cloth,  his  white  beard  finged,  and 
his  hair  concealed  under  a  monk's  hood. 
He  looked  at  me  with  great  ferioufncfs, 
andafked,  "  Why  did  you  not  follow. my 
"  advice  ?  have  I  not  defired  you  not  to 
*•  Hop  at  this  hotel  ?  Here  is  what  you 
"  wanted."     It  was  the  piQurc  of  my  mo- 
ther! I  fcarcely  could  believe  my  eyes, 
and  gazed  at  it  with  aftonifhment  for  fome 
moments.  '^  Stop!"  I  exclaimed  at  lengih^ 
ftrctching  out  my  arm — "  What  do  you 
"  want  ?"  a   ftranger   faid,  whom  I   liad 
taken  hold  of.     Perceiving  my  mi  (lake,  I 
enquired  all  around  what  was  become  of 
the  man  who  had  given  me  that  pidure; 
but  all  my  enquiries  were  fruitlefs.  He  was 
gone,  and  no  one  knew  whither.  *  I  looked 
around  as  far  as  I  could  fee,  afTiHed  by 
the  light  which  the  fire  was  fpreading  over 
a  great  extent  of  ground  ;  but  he  was  no 
where  to  be  feen.     "  Come,"  faid  I  to  my 
tutor,   *'  we  will   go  in  fearch   of  him." 
«*  In  fuch  a  crowd?"  he  replied.     "  Do 
"  you  think  you  will  be  able  to  find  him 
**  among  fuch  a  throng  of  people  ?  Let 
C  2  ^^  w^ 
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*«  US  rather  go  with  our  trunk  to  another 
"  hotel,  for  I  can  no  longer  ftand  this 
*«  fliocking  fight."  I  eafily  confcnted  to 
his  propofal. 

It  ftruck  four  o'clock  before  we  could 
find  another  lodging.  My  tutor  was  mea- 
furing  the  room  with  hafty  ftrides,  and  I 
looking  out  of  the  window,  loft  in  pro- 
found meditation.  At  length  I  broke  the 
lilonce.  "  What  a  ftrange  being  is  this,** 
faid  I,  "  who  has  begged  alms  on  the 
*«  road,  refufed  to  accept  money,  and  de- 
««  manded  part  of  our  wearing-apparel, 
*«  who  has  ftruck  to  the  ground  one  of  our 
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*  that  man,"  So  faying,  he  wiflied  me  a 
good  night  and  went  to  bed.  I  followed 
his  example,  but  could  not  get  rid  of  the 
idea  of  that  (Irange  extraordinary  being« 
He  had  made  fo  deep  an  impreflion  upon 
me,  that  he  haunted  me  in  my  dreams,  and 
iras  the  firft  objed  of  my  meditations 
when  I  awoke. 

The  firft  vifit  I  intended  to  pay  in  the 
forenoon,  was  to  Count  San**,  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  my  father.  The  latter 
having  given  me  fome  oral  commiflfions  of 
great  importance  concerning  the  Count,  I 
haftcned  as  much  as  poflible  to  acquit  my- 
fclf  of  my  truft.  However,  1  came  too 
late,  for  when  I  wanted  to  be  admitted  to 
Um,  I  was  informed  that  he  had  died  fud- 
<lcnly,  two  hours  before.  Surprized  at 
diis  uncxpefted  news,  I  went  home  to 
inform  my  father  of  it  by  a  letter;  the 
anfwer  to  which  is  extraordinary  enough 
^0  defervc  a  place  in  my  memoirs.  The 
following  is  a  faithful  copy  of  this  Angular 
ktter. 

Cj  ^  Pcacd 
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*'  Peace  be  with  Count  San  ♦  ♦'$  foul  ? 

**  Although  you  have  fent  me  the  earlieft 

*^  information  of  his  death,  my  dear  font 

"  yet  it  was  nothing  new  to  me  when  I 

"  received  it.     You  fcarcely  will  credit 

"  it,  if  I  tell  you  that  his  death  wasmad^ 

*^  known  to  me  as  foon  as  he  expired;  and 

*•  you  will  be  iurprifed  when  I  name  yoit 

"  the  meflbngcr  that  brought  me  that  in- 

*'  telligence.     It  was  the  deceafed  him- 

*'  felf,  who  informed  me  of  his   death. 

**  Whatever  your  ideas  may  be  when  you 

"  read  this,  do  not  doubt  the  veracity  of 
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**  my  flcep  at  fix  o'clock,  but  I  faw  no  - 

^  body.     Two  minutes  after,  it  was  rc- 

^  peated,  and  thinking  it  was  my  valet 

"  who  had  to  tell   me   fomething  very 

"  important,    I    exclaimed.    Come    in ! 

•*  when,  to  my  utter  aftonifhment,  Count 

"  San**  entered  my  room  with  flow  and 

^  folemn  fteps.    His  face  was  deadly  wan, 

^  his,  look   like  that  of  a  dying  man, 

**  ghaftly  ftaring.     He  came  to  my  bed, 

"  prefled  my  hand  filently  and  went  away. 

"  *  Friend!'  I  exclaimed,  *  is  this  your 

♦*  laft  farewell  on  this  fide  the  grave  ?* 

"  He  turned  round,  nodded  with  his  head, 

"  and  difappeared.     '  I    thank  thee!'  1 

j|Lexclaimed,   ^  thou   haft   kept  thy  pro- 

^pmife.     Oftenthncs  haft  thou   maintain- 

*'  ed,   that    fricndfhip    lafts   beyond    the 

♦^  grave,  and  that  the  icy  hand  of  death 

«   cannot  diffolve  her  holy  bonds.     Thou 

«  haft  given  me  a  proof  of  it,  which  Ittever 

<*   (hall  forget.       Peace  I    peace  bOTWitli 

*^   thy  foul,  my  faithful  friend.' 

*'   Since  that  time,  life  has  no  charms 
^   for  me.     The  only  objeft  which  ftill 
^  joins  me  to  it,  art  thou^  my  fonl  Be 
C4  4fc  wife 
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"  wife  and  virtuous,  and  never  let  me 
*^  hear  that  thou  liaft  ftraycdfrom  thepath 
"  of  religion  and  honefty.  It  certainly 
'^  would  hurry  to  the  grave  thy  afiFec* 
^*  tionate 

"FATHER.-    : 

This  letter  furprifcd  me  to  the  utmoft 
degree,  bccaufc  I  had  always  known  mjr 
fdtlicr  to  be  of  a  philofophic  turn  of  mindf 
and  nothing  lefs  than  a  credulous  fanatic* 
I  {hewed  it  to  my  tutor,  and  begged  him  to 
give  me  liis  opinion  upon  it.  He  return* 
cd  it  me  with  the  following  words  :  "  The 
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where  ve  were  to  meet  the  myfteriouf 
beggar.  Wc  were  well  provided  with 
anns,  and  waited  with  impatience  the  ar- 
rival of  that  ftrange  being.  He  came 
from  the  adjacent  wood  at  the  appointed 
hour,  and  in  the  fame  odd  drefs  in  which 
we  had  feen  him  firft,  beckoning  to  us  to 
follow  him.  My  tutor  feemed  to  hefitate. 
— ^  Let  us  follow  him,  faid  I,  we  are 
*^  three  againft  one,  and  well  armed ; 
**  what  have  we  to  fear  ?'  He  beckoned 
a  fccond  time. — "  But  if  he  (hould  be  a 
"  villain,**  my  tutor  replied,  *•  do  you 
^  know  how  many  of  his  aflbciiles  may  be 
^  concealed  behind  the  bufhcsr*  "  Xe- 
**  yer  mind,  we  fhall  find  work  enough 
!**  He  beckoned  a  third  tiir>c. 
come !"  faid  I,  pulling  my  lu- 
^r  after  me,  who  feemed  to  follow  re- 
•udantly. 

When  he  faw  us  advance,  he  went 
deeper  into  the  wood.  He  uiicredjtot  & 
^'ord,  but  looking  back  now  and  llien, 
8^vcus  a  fignal  with  his  hand  to  follow 
*^im.  The  farther  we  advanced,  the  more 
^^  quickened  his  fteps.     Whut   ai   f^rft 
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fight  had  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  final! 
wood,  extended  itfclf  by  degrees  into  an 
immenfe  forcft,  which  grew  more  and 
more  impenetrable  and  intricate.  Wc. 
obferved,  that  he  did  not  walk  in  a 
ftraight  line,  but  in  a  Terpentine  dire€tion. 
The  darknefs  encreafed  when  we  had 
walked  about  half  an  hour.  My  tutor 
flopped  fuddenly.  "  Stay  !'*  he  exclaim- 
ed, "  flay,  good  friend,  and  tcil  us  what 
•*  thou  wanted ;  we  ftiall  not  proceed 
<«  any  farther!"  However,  he  went  on 
without  returning  an  anfwer,  beckoning 
at  the  fame  time  to  us  to  follow  him. 
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the  fleetncfs  of  a  hunted  deer.     I  alfo  ran 
as  fad  as  it  was  in  my  power,  but  foon 
perceived  that  he  furpafled  me  very  much 
in  nimblenefs.     He  poireiTed  a  won^W^' 
dexterity  in  getting  through  tbc||bu(Kt 
and  underwood,  which  impeded  iny4jipiiirre 
every  moment.     Oftentimes,  wben  I  fan- 
cied 1   had    overtaken   him,    Ke    difap- 
peared  fuddenly,    and   having   fearched 
for  him  in  vain  a  coniiderable  time,  he 
fiicwed  himfelf  again  at  a  great  diftance 
onthcoppofitc  Gde.     Now  wc  had  reach- 
ed an  open  fpot,  and  looking  back  after 
my  companions,  whom  I  had  entirely  for- 
gotten in  the  heat  of  the  race,  I  faw  my 
old  tutor,  who  with  my  fervant  had  at- 
tempted in  vain   to  follow   mc,    ftrctch- 
^g  out  his   hands  to  me,   and  was  juft 
going    to    return,    when    my    man    fud- 
denly fell  down,  without  being   able   to 
S^t  upon  his  legs  again.     Seeing  this,  I 
^^ricd  to  the  place  where  he  was  ilruggling 
'^  get  up,  and  was  only  one  ft»rp  dillant 
^pm  him,  when  he  ftaricd  u-,  and  threw 
'^imfelf  into  the  adjacent  bi.t   -s.      I  I'^ir- 
*^^cd  him  with  the  impctuoluy  of  an  hunt!- 
Q  Q  n.an. 
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man^  vho  thinks  to  be  fure  of  his  gamey 
Avhich  I  thought  was  my  cafe,  bccaufe  the 
beggar  was  almoft  within  the  reach  of  my 
hand,  and  hobbled  very  much  fince  his 
fall.  However,  I  found  myfelf  utterly 
difappointed.  I  loft  fuddenly  fight  of 
him,  and  forcing  my  way  through  the 
bufhes,  faw  him  fitting  on  the  grafs  at  a 
great  diftancc.  He  offered  not  to  ftir 
till  I  was  only  three  paces  diftant  from  Ut 
when  he  once  more  got  up,  purfuing  the 
race  through  the  forcft  with  incredible 
velocity,  ftill  hobbling  very  much.  It 
now  bcgaa  to  grow  extremely  dark,  and 
luuklng   bdck,  I  could  fee  none  of  my 
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ever^  it  mifcarried  like  the  former  ones. 
He  had  difengaged  himfelf  before!  could 
come  up  with  him,  and  began  again  to 
run.  But  now  he  could  not  efcape  me  fo 
caCIy,  his  fiery  mantle  ferving  me  as  a 
guide.  I  had  indeed  taken  hold  of  him 
fcveral  times,  however,  he  always  effcfled 
his  efcape  with  wonderful  facility,  and  at 
lall  difappeared  with  his  mantle.  I  wait- 
ed a  long  time,  flattering  myfelf  to  fee 
him  once  more — however  I  waited  in 
vain. 

The  darknefs  of  the  night  fwayed  all 
around,  the  faint  rays  of  the  moon  peep- 
ing only  now  and  then  through  the  thick 
branches  of  the  trees,  which  rather  en- 
creafed  than  diminifhed  the  gloominefs  of 
Ae  fcene.  I  had  been  hurried  along  as  if 
in  a  trance,  and  now  firft  recovered  again 
ihc  proper  ufe  of  my  reafon.  *'  Where 
"  am  I  r  was  my  firR  word,  "  What 
"  have  I  done  ?"  However,  the  hope 
that  my  companions  could  not  be  far  off, 
gave  me  fome  comfort.  I  went  back, 
fhouiing  and  hallowing  as  loud  as  I  could, 
but  no  anfwer  was  returned.     1  beard 

nothing 
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ried  up  with  the  hafte  of  one  who  is  pur« 
fued  by  a  robber  with  a  naked  fword,  and 
having  advanced  a  few  fteps,  found  my- 
fclf  at  the  gate  of  a  caftle.  However,  I 
perceived  at  the  fame  time  to  my  greateft 
terror,  that  the  howling  and  roaring  was 
coming  nearer  and  nearer,  and  fancied  I 
faw  fome  wild  beafts  not  far  off.  I  knock- 
ed violently  at  the  caftle  gate.  •«  Who  is 
th^e  P*'  fomebody,  whom  I  could  not  fe6| 
fnarled  with  a  rough  voice  from  above. 
**  For  God's  fake,"  exclaimed  I,  "  open 
^<  quickly  the  gate  to  a  man  who  has  loft 
"  his  way  in  the  foreft,  and  is  purfued  by 
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Perceiving  that  my  retreat  was  Ciit  o2i 

I  bade  defiance  to  my  fate,  and  rcfclvrd  v> 

meet  the  worft  as  a  man.     The  icv  'r^:A 

was  drawn  back,  when  i   had  advene ^d  a 

few  fleps.     I  flopped,  to  -«raii  till  it  {h^yj^i 

again  lay  hold  of  me  and  lead  xrie  f^nb^r; 

but  I  waited  in  vain.     "  Good  ir.tT.'Li'^ 

did  I,  at  length,  *••  >  !11  you  c.iA^iz  r.v* 

*•  to  the  mailer  of  the  houfc?  — 2J.i  r^-j 

anfwer  cnfued.     I  groj^eiaro-r-C-  'zr.y^'ji' 

ing  to  find  my  g'^i-c,  v.:.....t-  I  :%:.'.. ti  *v 

be  near  me,  but  he  w2Li  gor.c:.     -.1  i.:  .  j- 

1  liftencd  wii:i  the  grcaic-':  avjt:.  .\r  *  ;  t: 

I  could  not  hear  the  mofi  d:Ju--.:  -'- .'  '-- 

not  a  fooi-flep  through  iLt  vr./*    i..  i- 

ing.      N"r>:  a   firigls   r'av  cf    Li'r-t   l.-.s.*: 

through  the  difmal   darl-.r.tft   -i^:!::--   :-:- 

rounded  me,  and    I   prc^ctcdt-i  >«-:-  tz- 

tended  arms.      Kav:r;g  advar.-ic   i'^v-t 

itirty  dep.s   I    fe'.i  forr^  rtf:iar.^'5: ;  I  -!:-.• 

a-T.ined -A-rJr- my  band,  hu:::  radidt:-.;  ../*'*- 

c^^back;  1  ^iicrr.pte 

^-i:  my  hand,    and  itsxg 

liicihcf-rft  -ime,  1  f-i:  a 'r*ap  ^-^  -^ 

and  bones.      Horror  ar,i  a  tii-v    :- 

Jbookmy  wboie  fraii,e.     I  vii  a^r,v 

u 


r'-/i   -     ^^    — - 


'   '   .    > 
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trified.      The  awful  ftillnefs  which  fur- 
rounded  me  was  ftill  uninterrupted. 

I  was  fixed  to  the  ground,  wildly  ftar- 
ing  through  the  impenetrable  darknefs. 
At  length  I  heard  a  hollow  broken  founds 
at  a  great  diftance.  I  liftened  attentive- 
ly. After  a  long  paufc,  it  vibrated  in  my 
ear  a  fecond  time.  The  idea  that  I  had 
nothing  more  to  lofe,  and  that  every 
means  of  effeQing  my  efcapc  from  that 
refidence  of  horror  were  cut  oflF,  entire- 
ly fubdued  my  fear,  and  prompted  me  to 
follow  that  found.  I  daggered  with  fear- 
ful fteps  along  the  wall,  which  led  mc  to  a 
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cecdcd,  and  found  with  unfpeakable  hor- 
ror, that  it  was  bottomlcfs.  Tlic  hollow 
difmal  found  (truck  my  car  again,  from  a 
fmall  didance.  1  fhuddercd  violently, 
and  ftaggcred  onward.  Every  thing  was 
lonely  and  filcnt  all  arouiid.  I  came  to  a 
fecond  ftair  cafe,  afceiidcd  feven  ftcps, 
and  then  defcended  as  many,  when  my 
eyes  fuddcnly  beheld  a  faint  glimmer  of 
light,  which  fcemed  to  emerge  from  be- 
low, at  a  great  diftance.  Coming  nearer,  I 
obferved  that  I  was  (landing  on  the  brink 
of  a  deep  abyfs,  from  which  the  glimmer 
broke  forth.  An  old  Lilf  rotten  llaircafe 
led  down.  I  rcfolved  to  rifk  every  thing, 
and  pulKng  off  my  ftoes  in  order  to  avoid 
making  a  noifc,  began  to  defcend.  When 
1  came  to  the  eighth  ftcp,  I  heard  the  hol- 
low found  again:  I  flopped  a  minute,  and 
then  went  on  with  returning  courage. 
When  I  had  reached  the  middle,  the  light 
fuddenly  difappeared,  and  impenetrable 
darknefs  furrounded  me  once  more.  I 
flopped  and  began  to  confider  what  1 
fliould  do,  when  a  ftone  got  loofc  beneath 
my  feet,  rolling  down  with  a  terrible  noifc 

agaiud 
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againft  the  door  of  the  vault.  "  Who  dit 
turbs  my  reft?"  the  hollow^  well  known 
voice  exclaimed.  Terror  fealed  my  lips^ 
and  I  w^s  rivetted  to  the  ground  in  dread 
expectation.  The  door  of  the  vault  open- 
ed llowly,  and  a  pale  white  figure  appear, 
ed,  with  a  candle  in  one  hand.  Jt  ad- 
vanced two  flops,  lifted  up  one  hand  in  a 
menacing  manner,  and  difappeared.  My 
fcnfcs  were  left  in  anxious  dread,  my  blood 
congealed  within  my  veins. 

I  do  not  know  how  I  got  up  the  fleps^ 
Having  recovered  a  little  the  ufe  of  my 
fenfcs,  I  perceived  that  I  was  on  a  way 
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^  bright  and  fharp,~  replied  another 
voice,  ^^  his  blood  (hall  flow  abundant- 
ly." With  thefe  words  the  door  burft  open. 
Horror  and  defpair  winged  my  fteps. 
I  flew  down  the  ftaircafe,  when  I  was  fud- 
denly  ftopt  by  the  ice-coid  hand  which  I 
had  felt  on  my  entrance  in  that  abode  of 
terror.  My  fenfes  fled,  and  I  dropped 
down. 

.  When  I  opened  my  eyes,  I  found  my- 
fetf  in  a  fplendid  room,  and  a  girl  with 
two  fervants  were  fitting  b)rmy  bed-fide, 
chafing  my  temples.  "  Where  am  I  ?** 
were  the  firft  founds  I  uttered.  They  af- 
fured  me  I  was  in  good  hands,  and  on  my 
farther  inquiries  to  whom  the  houfe  be- 
longed, I  was  informed  it  was  the  proper- 
ty of  the  Countefs  of  Darbis,  who  would 
be  glad  to  fee  me  the  next  morning.  An 
excellent  fupper  was  foon  after  placed 
on  the  table,  and  the  fervants  retired 
when  I  had  finiftied  my  meal. 

When  left  to  myfelf,  I  began  to  mufe 

on  the  adventures  of  that  eventful  aod 

alarming    evening.      A    thoufand   ideas 

'  crowded  upon  my  imagination^  and  I 

'       -'  couVd 
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could  ooi  find  a  clue  to  extricate  myfelt 
frora  the  mazes  of  wonder  and  anonilh*  ' 
ment  in  which  I  was  loft.  "  In  whore 
**  power  am  I  at  prcfent?  what  will  be* 
**  comcofmer*  Thefe,, and  fimilar  ideas, 
lay  heavy  on  my  heart.  1  was  impatient 
to  have  the  myftery  of  my  fi taction  un^ 
folded,  and  yet  dreaded  that  period* 
Hope  and  fear  crowded  alternately  upcm 
my  foul,  and  thus  1  fcU  at  length  aflccp, 
overcome  by  fatigue  of  body  and  mind* 

I  awoke  «  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  after  breakfaft,  was  ulbered  in  to  the 
lady  of  the   callle-     Where  Ihall  I  find 
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nance  more  ftriking  and  enchanting  than 
her's.  So  much  gentlenefs  and  cxpreflion, 
fo  much  beauty  and  grandeur  I  never  be- 
held in  a  female  face.  A  melancholy  trait, 
which  mingled  with  the  brilliancy  of  her 
exquifite  charms,  gave  her  beauty  addi« 
tiooal  attradive  power.  But  I  blufli  at 
the  weak  picture  1  have  drawn,  and  can- 
didly confcfs,  that  it  is  far  beneath  the  un- 
parallelled  original.  After  a  long  paufe 
of  wonder  and  aftoni{hment,  I  faid  fomc- 
thing  in  a  faltering  accent,  which  was  to 
be  an  excufe  for  my  intruding  vifit.  She 
could  not  but  obferve  the  confufion  in 
which  the  fight  of  her  had  thrown  me ; 
hovcver,  fhe  bade  me  welcome  to  her  caf- 
tle,  in  very  good  French,  and  begged  me 
to  be  feated. 

Her  kindnefs  difpelled  my  perplexity, 
and  gave  me  new  courage.  I  related  my 
adventures  candidly.  She  was  feized  with 
aftonifhment,  and  could  not  comprehend 
the  myftery  of  my  rencontre  with  the  beg- 
gar. I  confeffed  that  I  alfo  could  not  un- 
fold it|  when  her  valet  entered  the  room 

with 
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*  you  arc  in  the  power  of  a  man  whom 

*  you  cannot  efcape. — Who  has  brought 
^  the  letter  T 

The  valet  fmiled.    *<  I  never  have  feen 
**  a  drefs  fo  whimfical  as  that  of  the  mef- 

*  fcnger.**  Imagine  to  yourfelf,  my  lady^  a 
man  with  a  motley  coat  compofed  of  a 
thoufand  rags,  a  beautiful  fatin  waiftcoat 
Tichly  embroidered,  a  fnow-wliitc  beard, 
black  hair — 

"  Make  hafte,  my  friend,  make  hafte  to 
^ftop  himT'  I  exclaimed,  "don't  let 
"him  go. — Where  is  ho? — I  will  fee 
Him." 

"  It  is  too  late,  my  Lord !  he  went  away 
"  as  foon  as  he  had  delivered  the  box  and. 
•'the  letter." 

The  Countefs  ordered  her  fervant  to. 
purfue  him  without  delay,  and  to  bring 
him  back  if  poffiblc.     The  valet  promifed 

^0  do  his-  utmoft,  and  rulhed  out  of  the 

apartment. 
"  My  Lady  !*'  faid  I,  fqueezing  the  hand 

of  my  charming  hoftefs,  "  1  would  give 

•'^iny  thing  if  I   could  fpeak  with  that 

^  man.    O !  i(you  could  procure  me  thai 

^i^pfnefsr 
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"  in  the  prime  of  life— (here  a  pearly 
"  tear  dole  from  her  large  blue  eye) — he 
**  has  taken  with  him  to  the  grave  what« 
"  ever  could  have  made  life  dear  to 
««  me." 

When  the  fweet  mourner  was  thus  la* 
menting  her  unhappy  fate,  a  terrible  noifo 
arofe  in  the  caftle,  the  door  of  our  apart- 
ment opened,  and  three  ftout  fellDWs 
brought  the  beggar  tied  with  cords  into 
the  clofet, 

"  What  crime  have  I  committed  (he 
*•'  exclaimed  with  a  terrible  look  as  he 
^'  entered  the  apartment)  that  you  fufFer 
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of  hit  guard,  tore  the  cords  afundcr,  threw 
one  of  his  keepers  to  the  ground,  and 
^ruflied  into  the  adjoining  room. 

"  There  he  will  not  efcapc  us,*'  faid 
^  the  Countefs  as  I  was  flying  after  him, 
^  fear  nothing,  the  room  is  wcU  fecured.  * 
He  had  bolted  the  door  from  within* 
I  burft  it  violently  open,  looking  eager* 
ly  around,  but  it  was  empty.  '*  Where 
**^can  he  be?**  I  exclaimed,  examining 
every  corner  with  anxious  looks.  How- 
ever all  my  fearches  were  fruitlcfs,  not  a 
fingle  trace  of  the  ftranger  was  fcen.  I 
was  (truck  with  dumb  allonifhment,  gaz- 
ing wildly  at  the  company. 

A  fcream  of  the  Countefs  roufed  me 
from  my  aftonifliment.  She  was  as  pale 
asalhes,  and  funk  lifelcfs  in  my  arms. 

This  accident  would  certainly  have 
alanned  me  very  much  at  any  other  time  ; 
hut  at  prefent  the  ftranger  engaged  my 
vhole  attention,  and  made  me  rcgardlcfs 
to  any  other  objeft.  When  I  recovered 
the  ufe  of  my  fenfes,  and  the  Countefs 
from  her  fainting  fit,  we  were  ftaring  at 
«ch  other  with  filent  wonder  for  fome 
-D  5  minuves. 
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minutes.     At  length  fhe  ordered  her  pco^ 
ple  to,  retire. 

'•  Was  it  a  dream  or  an  apparition  T* 
fhe  exclaimed  when  left  to  ourfelves. 

*'  It  was  no  dream,  my  Lady !" 
,    ^'  Then  the  (Iranger  has  really  difap* 
**  pcared  ?" 

**  So  it  feems." 

She  fhuddercd  violently. 

"  Gracious  Heaven !  how  is  it  poC- 
fiblc  ? '  {lie  refumed,  after  a  long  pauie  of 
horror. 

*'  But  pray,  my  Lady,  is  there  no  fe- 
*•  cret  fide  door,  through  which  the  ftran- 
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**  top  to  toe)  now  I  alfo  do  not  know 
«*  what  to  think.**. 

The  Countefs  grew  more  and  more 
gloomy  and  ferious.  She  feemed  to  re- 
volve fomething  important  in  her  mind, 
and  after  fome  minutes  of  fpeechlefs  me- 
ditation, fell  on  her  knees  folding  her 
hands. 

Every  fenfe  of  mine  was  loft  in  anx* 
ious  expectation  and  aftonifliment.  ''  Un- 
*•  known,  myfterious  being !"  flie  ex 
claimed,  with  evident  marks  of  folcmn 
awe,  "  if  thou  art  ftill  hovering  around 
"us,  invilible  to  mortal  eyes,  O!  then 
*'  hear  the  prayers  of  an  unhappy  woman  I 
*'  To  thee,  at  whofe  dread  command  obey 
"  the  fecret  powers  of  nature,  I  addrefs 
"  myfelf,  for  mortal  men  cannot  alleviate 
"  my  fufferings.  If  thou  canft  open  the 
"  iron  gates  of  death,  and  recall  to  life 
"his  victims,  then  let  me  fee  once  more 
•^  a  beloved  hufband,  who  has  been  torn 
"  from  my  arms  in  a  horrid  cruel  man- 
*'  ner,  that  I  may  prefs  him  once  more  to 
**  my  faithful  heart,  and  bid  him  a  laft 
"  fiirewcU  r 

D  4  1  wa$ 
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I  was  thrilled  with  ftrange  fenfations  at 
this  prayer. 

The  Countefs  ftill  was  kneeling,  with 
folded  hands,  and  Teemed  violently  agi- 
tated. Tears  of  anguifli  bedewed  her 
lovely  face,  and  ftie  refumed  groaning: 
^^  O !  if  my  lamentations  and  fighs  can 
"  reach  thy  ear,  if  the  fufferings  of  a  hap- 
"  lefs  being  can  move  thy  heart  with  pity, 
"  let  me  behold  once  more  the  darling 
"  of  my  heart.  I  do  not  requeft  the  in- 
"  exorable  fate  to  grant  me  the  blifs  of 
^*  having  my  dear  unhappy  William  ref- 
"  toicd  for  ever  to  thefe  arms.     All   that 
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Countefs  ftared  wildly  at  me^  for 
linutes,  and  at  once  ftarted  fudden- 
grafping  my  hand  as  if  in  a  trance. 
rou  hear?"  exclaimed  (he,  with  z 
il  joy.  "  Do  you  hear?  I  flial! 
lim  again.  My  prayers  are  heard, 
ill  prefs  my  William  once  more  to 
fond  bofom,  (hall  hear  once  more 
larmony  of  his  voice.  O  !  happy^ 
y,  wifhed  for  meeting!"  Then 
pn  to  meafure  the  room  with  hafty 
exclaiming  ever  and  anon,  **  I 
fee  once  more  my  dear,  my  adored 
[,  and  bid  him  an  eternal  adieu.** 
feelings  almod  overpowered  mc ;  I 
not  ftand  any  longer  that  afiefting 
and  left  the  room.  She  was  clofc 
leels,  and  conjured  me  to  keep  the 
.  fecrecy,  and  not  to  drop  a  word 
the  appointed  meeting  in  the  prc- 
of  her  fervants,  which  I  readily 
ed.  «  This  day,"  added  flie'"fliall 
I  day  of  rejoicing.  Excufe  the 
snce  of  my  emotions — I  cannot 
:k  the  powerful  cffcQs  of  fcnfations 
:h  I  hav^  long  been  a  ftrangcr  to. 
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Will  you  be  fo  kind  to  fliarc  ^ith  me 
**  the  joys  of  this  day  ?**  **  I  am  very  for- 
"  ry,"  I  replied,  "  that  it  is  not  in  my 
'*  powerto  accept  your  kind  offer;  but  you 
^'  know,  my  Lady,  that  my  worthy  tutor 
'*  is  ftill  ignorant  of  my  fate ;  and  you  can 
"  eafily  think  that  the  good  old  man  will 
"  expeftmy  return  with  painful  anxiety.'* 
She  could  not  contcft  the  juftnefs  of  my 
remark;  infifted  however  upon  my  (lay- 
ing dinner.  No  other  choice  was  left  me, 
but  to  accept  her  preffing  invitation.  The 
dinner  was  excellent,  and  the  Countef^ 
fo  lively  and  good  humoured,  that  the 
fervants  were    lurpnlcd^  and   bci 
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childifii  fear«.  The  cold  hand  belonged 
to  the  phlegmatic  porter,  and  perhaps  it  ap- 
peared then  colder  tome  than  it  really  was, 
becaufe  I  was  very  much  heated.  He  had 
drawn  his  hand  fuddenly  back,  becaufe  I 
trembled  violently,  and  ftruggled  to  dif- 
engage  myfelf.  He  had  not  anfwered  my 
queftion,  becaufe  I  had  afked  it  with  a 
faltering  voice,  and  left  me  to  light  the 
candle  which  the  wind  had  extinguifhcd. 
My  daggering  fteps  had  led  me  to  a  re- 
mote part  of  the  houfe,  where  the  Coun- 
tefs  had  erefted  a  kind  of  maiifolcum  to 
her  dcceafed  Lord;  and  my  hand  had 
touched  the  (kulls  and  human  bones  it  was 
decorated  with.  The  groans  and  fighs, 
which  I  had  heard,  came  from  an  old  poor 
woman,  who  had  a  violent  tooth-ache. 
When  the  ftone  rolled  down,  fhe  went 
out  of  the  cellar,  where  fhe  was  fuffered 
to  lie,  to  fee  who  was  there ;  fhe  threat- 
ened me  with  her  hand,  and  went  back, 
becaufe  (he  mittook  me  for  one  of  the  fcr- 
vanis,  and  fancied  the  ftonc  had  been 
thrown  down  on  purppfe  to, frighten  licr. 
The  door  wliich  had  led  me  to  the  bottom - 
D  6  Icfs 
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Icfs  roomi  belonged  to  an  old  cellar,  where 
the  fteps  had  been  deftroycd  by  the  ra*i 
vages  of  time,  and  which  the  fervants  had 
left  open  out  of  careleflhefs.  The  room 
on  the  fpiral  ftaircafe,  where  I  had  broken 
the  gTafs-pane,  was  inhabited  by  the  cook 
and  butler.  Their  difcourfe,  part  of  which 
I  had  overheard,  concerned  a  hog,  which 
was  to  be  killed  the  next  day.  When  I 
was  hurrying  down  the  ftaircafe,  the  por» 
tcr  received  me  in  hi&  arms,  being  afraid 
I  might  tumble  down,  and  carried  mei 
during  my  fwoon,  to  the  apartment  where 
I  recovered  the  ufc  of  my  fenfes.  I  wai 
afhamed  that  this  accidental  concurrence 
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I  gave  a  ducat  to  the  fervant  of  the 
Countefs,  who  had  been  fent  with  me  to 
Ihowme  the  way,  for  his  trouble,  as  I  pre* 
tended;  however  my   real  view  was  to 
bribe  him  to  a  confeflion,  myxuriofity  of 
receiving  a  fatisfadory  information  of  the 
circumflances,  and  the  life  of  the  Coun- 
tefs, being  harrowed  up  to  the  utmoft  de- 
gree; but  I  was  very  much  difappointed. 
<<  All  that  I  know  of  my  Lady  (faid 
•*  he)  is  very  little,  becaufe  I  have  not 
•*  been  long  in  her  fcrvice.     She  came 
^  about  three  months  ago  to  this  caftle, 
^  with  an  old  gentleman  whom  (he  called 
^  uncle,  and  a  fervant,  who  departed  as 
'-  fbon  as  fhe  was  properly  fettled.     She 
"  leads  a  very  retired  and  blamelefs  life, 
^  is  faid  to  have  been  married  in  her  nine- 
^  teenth  year  to  an  amiable  nobleman, 
•*  who  three  years  after  hi^  marriage  had 
«  been   aflaflinated,    nobody   knows    by 
"  whom?     She   has   lamented   her  poor 
**   Lord  thefe  two  years,   and  never  re- 
**  ceivcs    company.     No    one    can    tell 
"  where  (he  comes  from;  (he  is  fuppofcd 
«*  to  be  very  rich,  and  of  a  great  and  no- 
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«  ble  family.  Many  people  think  that  the 
'**  name  by  which  fhe  goes  is  fiaitious." 

I  afked  him  whether  he  knew  nothing 
further  of  her  ? 

"  Not  a  fyllable  (anfwered  he,  aftera 
^«  fliort  filence)  except  that  fhe  is  the  heft 
*«  lady  jon  earth,  has  an  excellent  hearty 
«*  and  performs 'n\any  charitable  deeds  in 
*'  fccret.  She  fends,,..for  inftance,  every 
"  week  one  of  us  in  dif^ife  to  town,  to 
"  inquire  for  people  who  have  been  re* 
*'  duccd  by  unmerited  misfortunes,  and 
"  to  adniiniitcT  relief  to  them.  But  we 
««  mud  carefully  conceal  from  thofe  ob* 
^=  jkQi  uf  Ll:!  benevolence  the  name  of 
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fmoT  with  as  much  rapture  to  my  heart 
as  if  I  had  not  feen  him  many  years.    The 
firft  emotions  of  joy  being  over,  I  fent 
the  fcrvant  of  the  Countefs  back,  and  or- 
dered my  valet  to  follow  him  at  a  diftance. 
Then  I  related  to  Aiy  tiitor  at  large,  the 
adventures  I  had  met  with  fince  ou?  repa- 
ration.    His  countenance  befpoke  alter- 
nately anxiety,  joy  and  aftoniihment,  while 
I  was  relating  my  extraordinary  tale,  at  the 
conclufionof  whichhe  preffedme  tohisbo- 
fom  with  a  father's  tcndcrnefs,  exclaiming 
with  tears  of  pleafure  in  his  eyes.  "  Thank 
♦<  God!  thank  God !  that  you  are  rcftored 
**  to  me!— But  ought  I  not  to  chide  you 
••  a  litde  (added  he  fmiling)  for  all  the  un- 
*•  eafincfs  and  forrow  I  have  fufFered  on 
"  your  account.     The  danger  in  which 
'^  my  life  has  been  I  will  not.mcntion,  for 
*•  that  you  coujd  not  forefee."-|  "  Your  hfe 
«*  in   danger?"     I   exclaimed,     terrified. 
"  The  fervant  canwitnefsit!"  he  replied, 
calling  our  man.     Now  1  firft  perceived 
that  the  poor  fellow  was  very  much  wound- 
ed in  his  face.     "  For  heaven's  fahfc !  what 
*^  has  happened  ?"     «  Let  me  tell  you 
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•*  the  ftory  from  the  beginmng^"  faid  mj 
tutor. 

^'  I  was  running  -after  you  yefterday, 
^  as  long  as  my  legs  would  carry  me,  but 
^  when  I  funk  to  the  grouody  overi^ 
^^  powered  by  fatigue,  lordered  the  fervant 
*^  to  follow  you.  He  returned  when  it 
^*  was  waxing  dark,  with  the  intelligence 
^  that  he  had  loft  fight  of  you^  and  not 
•*  been  able  to  trace  you  out.  Not 
<<  knowing  our  way  back,  we  were  obliged 
"  to  refolve  to  fleep  in  the  foreft.  We 
<<  laid  ourfelves  down  beneath  an  ancient 
^  oak,  and  foon  fell  afleep  in  fpite  of  iht 
**  roaring  tempeft.**  I  interrupted  him: 
^^  have  you  alfo  heard  the  roaring  and 
"  howling  of  wild  beafts  ?'• 
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'•  TiiC  dawn  of  i: 
•*  ihniiiji  the  c'loud- 
*•  the  lervant.  I  wai 
"  ill  Icarch  of  you.  i;::^;.::i  ''".y-c  v...^. :. 
**  Having  advanced  <:::•''•.:  :•-.:  a  ::...u 
**i^o  runidns  niih^a  «-•:!  •::  i  :..,^.\ 
**and  foon  verc  j'-'iiic.  .'V  ;•:-:  2.::  . 
«\Ve  vere  fiirrouri:l:d  ir.  a  T.izt.v. 
**  Their  countenance  i:  :::.k::/.: ::.::.:  ::r 
"biood  and  murder.  ?::':  r.e::  :i;:::s 
^'wcre  unfiieaihed  in  a  i'-*i:ik'..:2  0:  11 
**  eye.  '  Here  is  iTior.cv,  I  eiciiirt:, 
**'SwT2  oa:  life/    ' 


I 


J'V-.;-  ■..•.2  i:.^ 
**ra(cah!'  ex:l^in:ed  ihiir  UViZt-lxk- 
*•  in •  leader,  .Datch:;.;  \:.-  :.i:',t  :::3 
^  my  hand,  dill  a:  ihc  :am-:  :  t.:  aiii'.V- 
**  edmc  >i;h  i.is  ruSan  bs.:/. ;-  1  ^.-.i 
*•  f'i::ou>  ii^anncr.    Tu  di:zt'-  ^^  0:: 

**  1  cctL^ded  Hi;  :l;;f  vin  ui^-peskable  :^- 
*^ry;  i:o-.;cvcr,  my  rag:  vc-.;d  hv« 
*"  availed nc  very  li::le  aki..: :-  a-:;ti 
^  ii^n-hof  fix  {^oji  {e;i^-5  vhofou:^: 
••  v..-a  ur.daunicd  ardo.\r.if  Pitiiohi 
^  v.o;  fdppor.cd  me  fo  hrzvck.     Kis 
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*^  ring,  if  ihe  could  procure  me  an  is^ 
•«  terview  with  the  myfterious  beggar  ^ 
<^  (he  fcnt  her  people  after  him  ;  he  ap* 
^^  peared  and  the  ring  was  gone." 

^^  What  an  enormous  extravagance  !--• 
^  And  (he  accepted  it  ?' 

^'  She  rcfufed  it  at  (irft,  and  even  feem- 
**  ed  offended  at  my  offer ;  however, .  my 
^^  pride  being  wounded,  I  preffed  her  fo 
f  ^  long  and  fo  ardently,  'till  (he  at  length 
•*  yielded  to  my  importunate  prayers,'' 
«  Well  then,"  faid  flic,  "  I  will  accept 
<^  the  ring,  and  weai  it  in  memory  of  the 
**  man  who  has  been  the  chief  means  ta 
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iliftance  vas  walking  up  and  down  with 

kafty  ftridcs  between  two  rows  of  trees 

now  proftratcd  himfelf  to  the  ground,  and 
now  jumped  up  again,  walking  to  and  fro. 
The  fpot  where  we  were  was  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  fuburbs.  The  fun  was  de- 
fcending  behind  the  diftant  mountains. 
We  flopped  and  tooked  at  that  ftrange 
fpeftacle.  At  length  we  advanced  nearer 
viih  gentle  fteps.  He  proftrated  himfelf 
again,  beating  the  ground  three  times. 
^  Give  me  back  the  dead,  I  muft  fpcak  to 
her!"  he  exclaimed.  On  uking  a  nearer 
view  of  that  man,  I  beheld  a  living  fkele- 
tonwith  an  afh-paleiace  and  daring  looks, 
vrho  haftily  ftarted  up  when  he  perceived 
tti. 

«  What  are  you  doing  here,  good 
"  firicnd  ?"  my  tutor  enquired.  He  (larcd 
wildly  at  us,  and  after  a  paufc  of  dumb 
agony,  exclaimed  at  laft  with  a  deep  groan  : 
"0  that  eternity  keeps  her  booty  fcr 
«  fali  I"  «  Let  us  be  gdne  (my  tutor  whif- 
"  pered  in  my  ear)  the  fellow  fccms  to  be 
**  out  of  his  wits."     We  went. 

Twilight  was  juft  fetting  in,  and  we 
hAnot  proceeded  twelve  Reps^  when  we 

heard 
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teard  fomebody  txciaiming  behind  nsz 
^-  Come  up,  barbarous  mother !  come  up 
^-  from  Beelzebub's  realms,  aflume  the  form 
(-  in  which  I  faw  thee  lad !  come  up !  I 
<•  only  vant  to  fpeak  a  few  words  to  thecs 
<•  and  then  thou  mayft  return  agaia  to 
«  Hell  r 

^\'e  (topped,  feized  with  allonifliment. 

((  This  is  aftrange  conjuration,  (faidmy 
tutor)  let  us  return." 

He  had  not  pronounced  the  laft  word 
when  a  man  pafled  us,  walking  with  hafty 
ftcps  towards  the  conjuror,  and  enquiring 
with  apparent  anxiety :  "  Have  you  fecn 
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^  yoU|  if  I  were  to  relate  fome  of  her  viU 
"lanics.  However,  fate  ordained  that 
"  fhe  (hould  be  her  own  executioner.  She 
"  hanged  herfelf  fome  days  ago,  while  my 
^^  friend  was  gone  out,  and  concluded  her 
*•  life  with  a  moft  horrid  deed.  The  only 
^  objeft  which  reconciled  my  friend  to 
**  his  adverfe  fortune,  the  only  comfort  of 
"  his  life,  was  a  little  .girl  who  was  entire- 
**  ly  the  reverfe  of  her  mother.  The  lat- 
^*  ter  knew  that  he  doated  on  the  child, 
"and  was  determined  to  ftrike  his  heart 
"  a  deadly  wound.  The  unhappy  child 
"  has  not  been  feen  fince  her  unnatural 
"  mother's  death.  Whether  flie  is  yet 
"  alive,  or  has  been  made  away  with  by 
"  the  infernal  woman,  is  an  impenetrable 
*'rayftery;  all  our  enquiries  have  been 
*'  fniitlefs ;  not  even  a  veftige  of  the  lit- 
"tie  girl  has  been  traced  out  as  yet,  and 
"  my  friend  begins  to  defpair." 

"  But,  pray  Sir,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
"  the  conjuration  you  wasjuft  now  per* 
"forming,  (afked  his  comrade,  who  had 
"joined  us)  and  why  did  you  conjure  her 
"hcrer 

<*  Having 
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<*  Having  made  away  with  herfelf,** 
replied,  '*  Ihe  could  not  be  interred  in  t 
^-  church-yard,  and  has  been  buri 
^^  here.  I  was  going  to  ralfe  up  her  fpii 
<^  to  learn  whit  was  become  of  my  dau§ 
♦*  ter." 

"  I  pity  you,  poor  man,  but  if  y 
*«  fancy  a  conjuration  will  procure  y 
"  that  intelligence,  you  may  go  hoi 
♦*  without  troubling  yourfclf  any  farft 
^«  in  vain,  for  nobody  did  ever  retu 
**  from  the  world  beyond  the  grave." 

"  Excufe  me,  Sir  !"  the  conjuror  : 
jlied  with    fparkHnc  eves,  ^^  ibis 
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*^  I  take  you   at  your  word  !"•  faid  I, 
and  begged  my  governor  to  let  us  accept 
his  invitation.     He  confented  to  my  pro- 
pofal,  and  we  were  informed  on  the  way, 
that  thcfc  two  men  were  profeffors  of  the 
occult  fciences,  and  that  the  kingdom  of 
fpirits  was   obedient  to  their  command. 
We  arrived  at  their  houfe  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour,    ordered  our  fervant  to  await 
our  return  at  the  door,  and  were  (hewn  up 
into  the  attic  (lory.     One  of  our  conduc- 
tors went  up  before  us  to  light  a  candle, 
as  he  pretended.    He  really  met  us  on  the 
ftair-cafe  with  a  candle,  fhewing  us  into  a 
room  hung  with  black  tapeftry.    He  lock- 
ed the  door  and  went  into  a  dark  cham- 
ber, which  he  alfo  bolted.     Then  the  con- 
juror afked  me    in  a   whifpcr,  whom   i 
ftould  like  to  have  raifed  up.     I  do  not 
*^»ow,  how  it  came  into  my  head  to  defirc 
"imto  fummon  the  fpirit  of  Galilans,  the 
celebrated   Italian  philofophcr.     Having 
viiifpcred  his  name  into  his  car,  he  pro- 
^iilcd  to  raifc  him  up,  and  begjjtid  me  to 
^^»^d  him  my  fword.     He  th^n  fprciui  a 
^^liiic  cloth  on  a  tabic  which  w<t4  co'.  ^'■•'-^'^ 
Vol.  h  E  VyC 


ions,  he  placed  a  large  Door  mi 
ivith  ftrange  charaQ.ers  before  him 
untreated  us  not  to  utter  a  word. 
bg  promifed  to  take  his  advice,  he 
iifhed  the  fword  three  tipi'es  ovc 
bead)  and  drew  a  circle,  which  ext< 
as  far  as  the  door. 

My  tutor  was  looking  ildiberat 
the  conjuror,  watching  all  his  m 
with  the  greateft  circumfpedion* 

The  necromancer  feemed  to  be  a 
td  in  profound  meditation,  and  ftoc 
ikmleft  fcoefore  the  table  a  confix! 
lime.  At  once  Us  eyes  Began  t 
wildly  in  his  hdidt  and  his  ttjeth  tb 
"^-  •»!•       rram^  was  violently  fliak 
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**  fhape !"      Having    pronounced     thefe 
Mords,  his  mouth  began  to  foam,  his  eyes 
to  roll  in  his  head,  and  his  whole  frame  to 
quiver.     His  face  grew  deadly  wan,  and 
he  beat  his  brcaft  three  times  with  trem- 
bling hands,  when  to  my  utter  aftonifli- 
ment,  a  terrible   fnake  darted   from  liis 
bofom,  cringing  upon  the  table  and  encir- 
cling  thcflvull.    At  once  it  offered  to  attack 
us,  when  the  conjuror  took  hold  of  it.     It 
now  crept  tamely  up  his  back,  he  ftrokcd 
u,  and  fcemcd  to  attend  its  fecrct  com- 
mands.    On  a  fudden  it  darted  again  at 
^h  wc  ran  to  the  door  with  a  loud  Ihriek  ; 
however  he  pulled  us  violently  back,  and 
Me  us  not  to  leave  the  circle  as  we  va- 
lued our  life.     When  we  turned  round, 
the  fnake  had  difappeared. 

He  now  went  to  the  bolted  chamber 
'Joor,  beating  fevcn  times  againft  it  'Aiih 
Ms  fword,  and  then  ftarted  Fuddenly  bark, 
approaching  the  table  whereupon  the  book 
^'as  lying.  He  took  it  up,  turnins^  it> 
•eaves,  one  of  which  he  kiffed,  and  thrn 
fcemcd  to  pray  fervently.  This  done,  he 
E  2  >*^^^ 
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went  again  to  the  door,  knocking  filently 
againft  it  one  time,  but  jumped  fuddenly 
back  into  the  circle,  and  began  to  tremble 
violently.  After  a  fhort  paufe  of  horrid 
filcnce,  he  brandilhed  his  fword  like  a 
madman,  went  once  more  to  the  chamber 
door,  and  knocked  eleven  times  againft 
it  without  uttering  a  word.  Now  he  drew 
a  number  of  myltical  charafters  on  the  ta- 
ble, went  again  to  the  door  and  knocked 
nine  times  againft  it  with  great  violence. 
But  feeing  that  the  fpirit  ftill  refufed  to 
obey  his  fummons,  he  repeated  his  blows 
eleven  times. 
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dead."  A  violent  noife  arefe  in  the  adja- 
cent chamber,  and  his  aflbciate  rufhed 
out  of  it,  proftratiiighimfelf  howling  upon 
the  ground,  exclaiming  at  the  fame  time 
with  a  trembling  voice,"  that  he  had  fccn 
the  ghoft  of  Galilxus. 

I  could  not   conceive  how  he  could 
pronounce  that  name,  becaufe  he  had  not 
heard  it,  and  the  conjuror  not  mentioned 
it,  and  dcfired  to  have  the  door  of  the 
dark  chamber  opened.       However  they 
refuf-d  itatfirft,  fearing  I  fliould  befri?J.t- 
cncd  100  much ;  yet  when  we  infifted  upon 
it; he  led  us  to  the  door.     Dartin;5  an  i::i- 
paticntlook  into  the  chamber,  I  obfcrvcd 
^ith  furprife,  that  part  of  it  v;as  illumi- 
nated with  a  light,  refcmbling  that  of  the 
n^oon.     When  I  advanced  nearer,   I  bc- 
I'cld  an  old  man  wrapt  in  a  long  fhroud, 
^ith  a  filvcr  beard,   and  hollow  checks, 
landing  in   a  remote   corner.     Ere  lon^ 
^^  made  a  motion  as  if  going  to  come 
"earcr.     I  ftartcd  back,  thrilled  with  hor- 
''^r,  and  pulled  m^  tutor  afier  me,  wno 
during   the  whole  proceeding  had  been 
^cry  cool  and  attentive. 
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Before  we  left  the  room,  I  laid  twelve 
ducats  on  the  table,  which  the  conjurors 
pretended  not  to  obferve,  relying  upon 
our  oral  acknowledgments,  that  they 
were  rejoiced  at  having  refuted  our  error, 
and  convinced  us  of  the  poffibility  of 
apparitions  from  the  other  world* 

•«  The  latter,"  faid^I  to  my  tutor,  when 
we  were  in  the  ftreet,  <^  will  not  be  the 
•*  cafe  with  you^  or  has  perhaps  your 
*<  unbelief  in  apparitions  alfo  been  re« 
"  moved  r 

**  No!  certainly  not.  Are  you  then  reaU 
"  ly  convinced  of  your  fuppofed  error?" 

<*  I  confefs  my  unbelief  be^ 
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^  But  if  you  will  compne  all  the  dif* 
^  ferent  circumftances  attending  die  whole 
^  proceeding  from  the  beginning  to  the 
<^  Gonclufion,  what  can  you  think  f^ 

<^That  they  are  a  firing  of  ftrange 
^  events^  which,  however,  may  eafily  be 
^  explained  in  a  very  natural  manner.** 

•*  Then  you  believe  thefe  people  to  be 
^  impoftors,  who  have  cheated  us  after  a 
•*  preconcerted  plan  ?" 

**  Nothing  elfe ;  but  let  us  go  to  fup- 
**  per;  we  will  fpeak  farther  on  that  fub- 

**  Very  likely,**  began  my  tutor  at  table, 
•*the  two  conjurors  went  to  the  fpot 
"where  we  faw  them  firft,  in  order  to 
"  get  money  by  impofmg  upon  the  cre- 
"  dulous.  The  folitary  fpot  in  the  fu- 
"  burbs  was  mod  convenient  for  their 
"juggling tricks.  They  could  not  fail  to 
"attract  the  curiofity  of  an  unwary  paf- 
"fenger  by  their  whinifical  proceedings, 
"and  they  had,  very  likely,  juft  begun 
"  their  tragedy  ^vhcn  they  law  us  at  a  dif- 
"tance.  The  whole  fcheme  was  certain- 
^'  ly  pie-conccrted,  and  the  other  affociate 
£4  f  ^  has 
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*'  has  been  concealed  fomewhere  in  the 
*'  neighbourhood,  and  appeared  on  the 
•*  ftage  when  he  faw  that  he  was  wanted 
*^  The  doleful  tale  of  the  cruel  mother 
*'  is,  to  all  appearance,  a  foul  forgeryj 
"  which  has  been  impofcd  upon  us,  in  or« 
*'  derto  give  the  whole  a  varnifh  of  truth. 
«'  and  to  tic  the  knot  of  the  play.  I  fore- 
*'  faw,  as  well  as  the  conjuror,  that  yoii 
*'  would  accept  the  invitation  of  thtfc 
"  cheats." 

"  Granted  what  you  have  been  faying 
"  were  true,  you  will  certainly  find  it  dif- 
"  ficult  to  explain  the  fubfequent  events/ 
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^  their  mafter,  appearing  and  difappearing 
"  whenever  he  likes.  Or  do  you  think  the 
^  blood  which    trickled  dowiufroni    the 
'•  fockets  of  the  Ikull,  has  been  the  efFeS 
•*  of  fuper  natural  means  ?  The  fight  of  that 
*•  fpeflaclc   is  indeed   furprifing  at    firft 
"  view,  and  certainly  would  have  had  the 
^*  fame  efteft  upon  me,  if  I  had  not  known 
**  already  the   trick  by  which  it  is   pro- 
"  duced.     The  whole  forcery  confifts  in 
"a  bladder  filled    with  blood,  which   is 
"concealed   in    the  infide,    clofe   to  the 
**  fockets,    through    wliich   the   blorxi    is 
**  forced  by   the   prelfure   of   the    Giake, 
'*  vhich  winds  itfelf  around  it  as  you  have 
^fcen.     Much  lefs  fiipernatural  Priill  has 
"  been  required  toraife  the  dreadful  noife 
** in  the  adjoining  chamber.     The  cv:ra- 
** ordinary  light  which  appeared  to  you 
'^Hkc  moon-fhine,  has  been  effected  by  a 
"magic  lanthorn.   The  apparition  iifclf — 
*'  Iblufh  to  mention  it — how  cafilv  cou!d  it 
''  be  produced  by  optical  means  or  rcpre- 
*'  fcntcd  by  fome  fellow  or  other  who  was 
"  concealed  in  the  chamber,   if  you  con- 
"  fidcr  the  length  of  time  which  was  taUn 
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«  up   by  the  preparationj?  of  the  conju- 


re 


ror. 


**  Thus  far,"  I  replied?  ^*  you  have  ex- 
«*  plained  every  thing  in  a  manner  which 
''  does  honour  to  your  acutenefs  and  fa-^ 
««  gacity ;  however,  there  remains  ftill  one 
*'  point  which  requires  to  be  unfolded  if 
*'  all  my  doubts  fhall  be  diffolved.- 

"  And  if  I  could  not  do  it,  would  yoa 
^  conclude  that  it  cannot  be  explained  at 
*'  all  in  a  natural  manner?  The  only  rea* 
*^  fonablc  confequence  would  be,  that  I 
*'  have  no  fufficicnt  knowledge  of  jug- 
*'  gling  tricks;  for  in  that  light,  I  muft  an-  - 
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^  Is  ih  impofidon  any  thing  lefs  than  a 
<*  cheating  trick,  becaufe  it  is  wrought 
^,with  uncommon  art?  But  what  would 
*<you  fay  if  I  (houid  prove  that  it  has 
^  not  been  fo  very  fubtle  as  you  &ncy  ? 
^  You  maintain  that  the  man  who  has  been 
^concealed  in  the  chamber  during  the 
*f  whole  procefsy  could  not  be  informed 
**  of  the  name  you  whifpered  in  his  af- 
^  fociate*s  ear ;  however,  you  would  find 
"  it  difficult  to  prove  your  afl'ertion.  The 
"  necromancer  knew  the  name,  and  of 
*^  courfe  could  impart  it  to  his  affiftant. 
"  or  do  you  think  there  exifts  no  other 
*>  means  of  communicating  one  s  ideas  to 
"  another  perfon,  than  language  ?  I  only 
*f  alk  you  whether  you  have  not  obferved 
**the  repeated  blows  which  the  cojijuror 
*^  (Iruck  againft  the  chamber  door?  What 
*f  would  you  fay,  if  it  fhould  have  been 
**  preconcerted  between  them,  that  a  cer- 
«^  tain  number  of  blpws  ihould  exprefs  a 
**  certain  letter  of  the  alphabet  ?  could 
«*  then  the  other  not  have  really  heard  the 
*f  name  of  Galilsus  ?"  . 

,«  You  are  right,    faid  I,  after  a  ftiort 
£6  con- 
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confideration)  "  I  yield  to  your  judicious 
'*  arguments." 

**  And  yet  you  have  forgot  to  make  one 
*^  objeftion  which  appears  to  me  not  to 
*'  be  the  lead  important.  If  one  did  not 
^^  know  what  theatrical  art,  and  diligent 
**  application  can  effeft,  then  the  feriouf- 
"  ncfs  and  varnifh  of  truth,  which  the 
^*  jugglers  knew  fo  well  to  combine  with 
*'  their  words,  gefturcs  and  a£iions,  would 
**  indeed  powerfully  plead  the  fupernatu- 
"  rality  of  what  we  have  witneffed." 

"  Your  obfervation  is  very  juft.  That 
"  ferioufncfs    and    varnifli    of  truth   has 
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the  ghoft  of  Cervantes.  Their  procedure 
differed  from  that  of  the  preceding  night 
in  nothing  but  the  number  of  the  blovs, 
vhich  betrayed  the  whole  fecrct.  The 
conjuror  knocked  at  firft  three  times,  br- 
caufe  the  name  of  Cervantes  begins  v::h 
the  third  letter  of  the  alphabet,  then  he 
knocked  five  times,  to  denote  the  leiier  c, 
and  thus  he  proceeded  'till  all  the  letteri  of 
the  word  Cervantes  had  been  com-r.^jr.:- 
catcd  to  his  affociate.  As  foon  a  ■  -h* 
door  was  opened  I  ran  to  the  charr.btr; 
the  fpeftre  advanced  towards  mc,  ho  ■/:.--:.• 
I  faced  it  boldly,  and  obfcrved  i-.-a:  \v  V."r 
not  the  leaft  refemblance  toth-:  pic^rt  of 
Ccnantes.  The  impoftori.  fe^i.  ^  t'.<:t 
they  were  unma(ked,  entreated  i^  ■>  \y^:z 
^ni,  and  confefled  without  h*: ':<.•"."•:, 
^hatthe  ule  of  the  barbarous  mo- v*::r  •  i  v 
^fiQion.  But  one  thing  the^/  r*:'-:'^-  ''> 
confefs,  and  I  would  now  give  <s//  ':"■  i  *' 
*€y  had,  what  had  induced  theai  to  >-i/ 

*«  farce.  ,     _ 

**  I  am  covered  v.iih  ftiame'  i^-'^  *» 
^hen  we  were  in  t:  e  ftrcct,  **  tha:  I  .  -;- 
*'  fcrcd  myfelf  to  be  deceived  by  fuc:^ 
f^^enble  wretches." 

3  ^ 
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Profound  fiience  reinjned  in  our 
riage  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  whcr 
tutor  took  the  note  from  the  Countef 
of  his  pocket  and  read  it.  I  perceivcc 
he  was  abforbcd  in  ferious  meditation. 
"  I  am  not  miltaken,"  he  at  length 
gan,  "  the  Countcls  is  to  fee  to 
"  the  ghofl  of  her  hufband." 

"  You  arc  right — this  is  the  third  d; 
**  (he  is  to  fee  him  at  midnight." 

**  So,  (fixing  an  examining  look  at 
**  do 'you  gucl's  nothing  ?" 

*'  Indeed  !  a  thought  ftrikcs  me — 


(( 


ever — 
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tcrious  beggar  had  faved  his  life  from 
the  banditti,  was  extremely  refcrved  in  his 
judgment  on  that  man,  and  every  event* 
in  which  he  was  concerned.  All  the  in- 
quiries I  ftarted  on  that  account,  cither 
remained  unanfwered,  or  his  replies  were 
very  unintelligible  and  my  fterious.  When- 
ever he  thought  he  could  not  leave  the 
arrangement  of  my  conduQ;  to  my  own 
<iifcreti©n,  he  only  gave  me  diftant  hints, 
and  very  rarely  made  exceptions  from 
that  rule.  What  has  prompted  him  tp  do 
fo,  I  cannot  afcertain.  He  either  had 
changed  his  opinion  of  him,  or  fancied  to 
induce  mc,  by  a£iing  thus,  to  think  and  to 
judge  for  myfclf,  or  perhaps  meant  to 
obfcrvc  that  ftrange  being  with  redou- 
bled circumfpeQion,  to  inveftigatc  his 
proceedings  fccretly,  in  order  to  unfold 
his  views  and  plans,  and  to  unveil  the 
mylLry  uncxpctlcdly.  In  fliort,  I  am 
ftiU  doubtful  what  has  prompted  my  tutor 
to  atl  in  that  myftcrious  manner,  which 
certainly  againft  his  wilh  and  expeOation, 
ftrengthencd  my  belief  in  the  power  of 
the  Unknown  more  and  more  every  day. 

\Ve 
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We.got  out  of  our  canine  at  the-ftiru 
of  the  wood  leading  to  Darbis-caftle,  and 
ordered  our  coachman  to  be  on  the  fame 
^ot  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  We 
were  well  provided  with  fwords  and  pif* 
J/ols;  however,  we  had  no  occafion  for 
ihem,  neither  in  coining  nor  going.  We 
went  the  fame  way  the  fervat\t  of  the 
Counteis  had  led  me  three  days  before^ 
and.  after  half  an  hour's  walk  arrived  at 
.the  caiUe. 

The  Countefs  met  us  at  the  entrance  of 
her  room  with  the  prayer  to  excule  the 
abrupt  and  prefTing  manner  of  her  invita^ 
In  adtlitiun  lo  \}\t^  cieTiie^'^  the  ad* 
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•  <<  Indeed**  he  refumed  when  he  obferved 
ny  confuGon  ^<  we  Ihall  be  happy  to  do 
^jufiice  to  the  confidence  which  your 
^  lady  (hip  repofcsin  usT 

She  begged  us  to  be  feated,  addreffing 
us  in  the  following  manner :  ^'  My  Lord, 
'^  1  tnift  your  noble  pupil  has  no  fecreu 
**  from  you,  and  of  courfe  will  have  in- 
^^  formed  you  of  what  has  happened  in 
*^  my  houfe  three  days  ago.**  My  tutor 
affirmed  it.  '*  Give  me  now  leave  to  dif- 
^'  dofc  to  you  the  confequencesof  thatin* 
*'  cident :  .the  trance  of  rapture  to  which 
^  the  promife  of  the  Unknewm  gave  rife, 
*'and  which  (turning  to  me)  continued 
^  while  it  was  nurtured  by  the  pleafure 
"  which  your  prefence  afforded  me,  that 
*'  happy  trance  diffblved  in  more  moderate 
*'  fenfations  as  foon  as  I  was  left  to  my- 
''  fclf.  However,  my  heart  was  (till 
"elated  with  a  fecrct  unfpeakably  f'.'.c2t 
*•  faiisfacrion,  by  the  idea  of  cietLir»g 
*'  aoain  my  dear  deceafcd  lord.  Bui  this 
*•  uiicloutlcd  lirrciiiiy  of  mind  was.  ala'-l 
"  of  a  very  (hort  duration.  I  b^^aiu  »^v 
*'dv:grces,  lorclicct  fcriouny  on  v.hiit  I 
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•*  had  done,  and  the  more  I  refle&e<),  the 

*  more  the  fweet  fenfations  of  my  heart 
'  were  melting  away,  and  gave  room  to  a 

mod  diftreflinguneafinefs  which  increaf- 

*  cd  every  moment. 

*^  The  defire  of  feeing  once  more  mf 
'  dear  ever-beloved  lord,  which  till  then 
^  I  had  confidered  as  innocent  and  juft^ 
^  appeared  now  to  me  very  culpable  and 
«  wicked,  and  I  wifhed  mod  ardently  the 
'  Unknown  had  not  granted  my  prayer. 

*  My  confcience  tormented  me  with  moft 
painful  reproaches,  and  my  fancy 
haunted  me  by  day  and  night  with  dread* 

^*  fui   t^hantoms.     My   heart  was  allAiled 
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<*  thoughts.     O  my  Lords  I  fparc  me  the 

^^  painful  talk  to  defcribe  the  defponding 

^^  ilate  of  my  poor  heart,  which  as  yet  ha» 

**  been  fo  much  the  more  excruciating, 

^  becaufe  I  have  had  nobody  to  whom  h 

"  could  unbofom  my felf.     I  have  not  one 

^  confidential  foul  in  this  lonely  folitude« 

"  No  one  but  yourfelf  is  acquainted  with 

"  the  incident  which  has  plunged  me  in 

**  that  ftate  of  horror,  and  none  but  you 

*'  is  privy  to  the  fecret  fource  of  my  me* 

*^  lancholy,  which  I  am   fo  little  able  to 

^'  conceal,  that  all  my  domeftics  have  no^ 

*'  ticed  it  with  furprife." 

Here  (he  paufed  a  moment,  and  then 
refumed ; 

**  Now  you  know  every  thing.  Aflift 
*•  me  with  your  friendly  advice.  My  heart 
•*  it  dreadfully  agiuted,  and  my  ftrength 
^dwindled  away.  In  your  fagacity,  in 
«  your  courage,  I  take  my  laft  refuge* 
"  Alas !  I  do  not  know  how  to  aft,  if  you 
**  Ihould  refufe  me  your  kind  affiftance." 

"My  lady,*'  my  tutor  replied,  after  a 
fliort  filencc,  "  will  you  be  fo  kind  to 
"  anfwer  me  a  few  qucftions  ?'* 

♦^  Alk 
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^  A(k  whatever  you  will;  0I1I7  Mivt& 
c€  me  what  I  fhall  dO|  and  filence  the  dread* 
^  ful  ftonn  which  ragea  widdn  my  heart*'*' 
*  cs  Have  you  feen  the  wiknowii  for  ihl^ 
<t  fir  ft  time  three  days  agaP* 

«« I  have.* 

^  Have  you  never  heard  any  thing  cdP 
««himr 

^  Never,  in  my  whole  life»*  -^  ' 

<«  You  have  defired  him  to  let  you-letf 
<^  the  ghoft  of  your  departed  Lord,  and  of 
^<  courfe  muft  have  confided  in  his  poweV 
<s  to  gram  you  your  prayen  What  reafoa 
«had  you  to  do  (of* 
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'  ^'  And  why  did  you  defire  that  meeting  ? 
*«  what  reafon  had  you  to  wilh  to  fee  thd 
*^  deceafed  once  more  ?" 

•'  He  has  been  torn  from  my  fond  bai 

«^  fom  in  a  moft  (hocking  manner;  hai 

♦*  been  aiTaffinated  in  a  foreign  country  | 

^  and  I  wifhed  to  fee  him  once  more^  ill 

^  order  to  bid  him  a  laft  adieu.** 

,  "  Love  then  has  prompted  you  to  defirft 

^  the  apparition,  a  love  which  could  not 

**  be  fhaken  by  death  itfelf  and  a  fepara* 

**  tion  of  two  years  ? — And  what  reafon 

**  have  you  to  apprehend  your  Lord  will 

**  be  oflFended  at  y omx  fondnefs  for  him  ?" 

**  To  diftiirb  his  reft,  to  interrupt  his 
^  happinefs  beyond  the  grave — this  ideal 
^  tortures  my  afflifted  heart.'* 
'   My  tutor  endeavoured  to  combat  this 
tpprehenfion,  and  his  efforts  fecmed  not 
to  be  without  fuccefs.     Some  faint  rays 
t)f  returning  ferenity  foon  appeared  in  her 
countenance,  which  had  been  overfpread 
with  a  melancholic  gloom,  which  encou- 
raged him  to  fummon  all  his  eloquence  in 
order  to  difpel  entirely  the  clouds  of  fad- 
ncfs  ftill  ovcrdarkenin^  her  angelic  face* 

He 
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He  was  fo  happy  as  to  atuin  his  aim.  Her 
^ytsj  which  had  been  deprived  of  iheir 
ufual  brilliancy,  began  to  be  animated 
again;  her  cheeks,  covered  with  deadly 
palenefs,  recovered  their  rofy  hue;  and 
that  enchanting  dimpled  fmile,  which  ali 
ways  had  powerfully  charmed  mjr  fimly 
adorned  again  her  crimfoning  lips^  but  at 
few  minutes  before  the  feat  of  gloomy 
melancholy;  every  trace  of  fadnefs  va^ 
niflied  from  her  brow,  and  the  chearfid 
dawn  of  hilarity  reappeared  on  her  lovelj^ 
face,  fmoothing  every  wrinkle  of  inward 
forrow-     I  reiid  the  tnuiiiph  of  my  luior 
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How  quick  is  the  tranruion  from  one 

extreme  to  the  other!    faid  I  to  myfclf, 

vhen  I  compared  the  prefent  Otuation  of 

the  Counters  with  that  in  which  wc  had 

found  her  on  our  arrival.     Five  hours  of 

pleafure  fled  on  the  wingsof  hilarity  before 

we  rofe  from  table,  which  had  been  fervcd 

with  extraordinar}^  fplendor  and  tafte. 

After  dinner  fhc  propofed  a  walk  in  the 
garden.  On  our  way  thiiher  wc  came 
through  an  apartment  where  I  obferved  a 
piSure  which  engaged  my  whole  atten- 
tion. I  (lopped  to  look  at  it.  "  How  do 
*'you  like  that  pifture?"  our  hoftcfs  cn- 
(juired  after  a  filent  paufe,  heaving  a  deep 
figh.  "  It  is  a  very  interefting  phyfiog- 
**nomy!"  faid  I,  in  which  I  was  joined 
by  my  tutor.  **'  I  am  rejoiced  that  the 
*•  portrait  of  my  fiiintcd  Lord  is  ho- 
*t  nourcd  with  your  applaufe."  At  the 
fwcinftant  her  counteriancc  grew  gloomv 
*nd  fcrious.  which  reminded  us  ih^it  it 
vould  be  prudent  to  leave  the  room,  an* I 
^^•C  haftcncd  to  ihc  garden. 

'•  I  find  on  mature  confidcration,"  the 
Coimtefs  began  after  lomc  turns  in  \Uo 
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mC)  and  the  fcenes  of  my  paft  life  s 
ford  me  a  fpc8acle  fo  entertaining  a 
fo  pleafing,  that  I  ahnoft  live  entire 

in  thisplacCt'V 

*'  Can  fq  young  a  lady  (I  interru^ 
cd  her)  "  have^ndecd  experienced 
'«  many  freaks  of'  fortune  ?" 

*'  O,  my  lords,  my  life  is  fo  eventf 
*«  and  my  adventures  are  fo  ftrange  a 
*«  wonderful,  that  thofe  to  whom  1  fhot 
*•  relate  them  would  fancy  they  heard 
**  nurfery-tale." 

"  Who  could  think  fo  if  you  fliould  r 
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gain  her  love,  proved  abortive.  My 
father  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
unroot  this  unnatural  hatred,  from  her 
bofom.  at  lead  to  check  its  barbarous  cF- 
'  icds,  but  in  vain  ;  her  hatred  increafed 

*  vith  every  reproach  which  my  father 
-  loaded  her  with  on  that  fcore,  and  flie 
^  teazed,    fhamcd,    and   humiliated  me, 

*  whenever  fhe  could  find  an  opportunity, 
'  and  even  beat  me  frequently.     1  bore 

her  cruel  treatment  with  a  fubmidlon 
and  patience  which  my  father  fccrctly 
admired;  however,  he  obferved  at  tlie 
fame  time  with  inward  grief^  how  my 
fufferings  increafed  every  day,;ihe  more 
I  ftrovc  t0  conceal  them.  My  ftrength 
dwindled  away,  fappcd  by  the  hand  of 
filcnt  grief,  and  the  rofes  of  youth 
withered  on  my  cheeks. 
"  One  evening  when  my  mother  and 
brother  were  gone  out,  he  fent  for  mc 

*  to  bis  ftudy.  The  affecUng  fcene  which 
**  then  enfued  is  ftill  prefent  to  my  recoU 
^  Icftion.  He  was  fitting  at  his  writing- 
"  defk,  when  I  entered  the  room,  and  rofe 
"  to  prefs  me  to  his  affedionate  heart. 

F  g  ^'  '  Come 
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**  *  Come  to  the  bofom  of  a  loving  faAer,* 
"  he  faid,  *  and  let  me  fpeak  comfort  to 
"  thy  fufFering  mind.  The  anticipation 
"  of  the  pleafure  to  fpend  with  you  our 
**  common  birth-day,  (I  was  then  thirteen 
"  and  my  father  fifty-three  years  old)  has 
"  filled  my  heart  with  fecret  joy  for  fome 
*^  time.  I  will  not  deprive  you  and  my- 
*'  felf  any  longer  of  the  coi^olation  to 
<^  difclofe  to  you  the  feelings  of  a  father's 
**  heart.  Poor  girl  !*  taking  my  hands  in 
"^^  his,  and  looking  tenderly  at  me,  *  yo\i 
♦*  arc  much  in  want  of  that  poor  confola- 


MAGICAL    D£LUSION.        ie> 

«'  conceal  it  from  thcc,  that  thou  art  the 
**  darling  of  my  life !  yes,  my  child,  here 
•*  were  no  human  witnefs,  where  the  alU 
*^  feeing  God  only  hears  us,  I  confefs  to 
^^  thee,  that  thou  art  to  me  the  moll  pre- 
*(  cious  jewel,  my  pride,  my  hope,  and— 
'^  every  thing.*  I  Idfled  his  reverend  hand 
^  with  unfpeakable  emotion. 

^^My  conftitution  is  much  impaired,' 
^  he  continued  after  a  long  paufe  *  and  I 
**am  fifty -three  years  old.  I  feel,  my 
^  darling,  that  1  fhall  not  live  much  Ion- 
^  ger,  and  therefore,  have  made  my  will.' 
^  I  proftrated  myfelf  to  his  feet :  ^<  Not  a 
**  word  more,my  dearaffe£tionate  father,  if 
^  you  love  your  child.  The  idea  of  your 
^  death  rends  my  heart  afunder.  O  f  God  I 
^  if  your  prefentiment  fhould  prove  truct 
^  how  miferable  fhould  then  your  poor 
^  forfaken  daughter  be ;  this  would  make 
•*  me  really  wretched  !  While  you  arc 
^  living,  and  ihare  my  fecret  forrows,  I 
•*  cannot  be  entirely  miferable.*  *  My 
•*  dear  child,*  my  father  re  fumed,  <  death 
**  is  our  common  lot,  and  fooner  or  later  I 
^  muft  pay  the  debt  of  nature.  This  life 
F4  is 
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"  is  nothing  but  a  pilgrimage  to  our  etcr- 
"  nul  abode.  Thou  halt  as  yet  enjoyed 
i^  very  few  cheerful  hours;  it  fliall  not  be 
*f  foany  longer,  I  am  a  rich  man.  Thy 
*"  mother  and  brother  have  done  very  little 
**  to  deferve  my  aftcCiion.  The  latter  is 
^^  a  malicious,  proud,  and  licentious  boy^ 
*•  and  tliy  motner — alas!  thou  doeft  not 
•'  know  the  namelefs  injury  andgrief  (he 
*f  has  caaTed  me.  I'hey  have  vcfry  lilt!<?* 
'^  claim  to  tny  .fortune,  and  ihall  be  raadd 
<^  ieniible  of  it.  But  thou,  my  daugfattr^ 
*'  to  whom  as  yet,  I  could  prove  fo  little 
*^  the  whole  exteiii  of  ray  affeflion,  tball 
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'•which  gained  me  the  admiration  and 
*'  love  of  my  reverend  father.  I  ought 
"  to  account  to  you  for  it,  and  am  fare 
'•you  will  be  furprifed.  I  was  not  fix 
*•  years  old,  when  one  evening  an  acci- 
"dent  happened  to  mc  in  our  garden, 
'•which  is  fo  wonderful  and  cxtraordi- 
"  nary,  that  it  will  hardly  gain  your  credit. 
"  My  nurfc,  wKo  was  furc  of  my  difcretion, 
"had  left  me  to  ftray  by  my  felf  through  a 
"  grove  of  beech  trees,  when  I  fuddenly 
"heard  an  unknown  voice  exclaim — 
" '  Amelia !  Amelia  !'  I  ftartcd,  bccaufc 
"  I  knew  there  was  nobody  in  the  garden 
"buimyfelf;  however  my  curiofity,  and 
**  the  melodious  accent  of  that  voice,  foon 
"fubdued  my  fear,  and  I  dire£ted  my 
"  eyes  to  the  place  from  whence  it  came. 
'•But,  imagine  my  horror,  when  I  ob- 
^  ferved  a  white  figure  fitting  in  a  dark 
"  grotto, not  above  thirty  pacesdiftant  from 
"  nie.  The  apparition  made  a  fign  to  mc 
'■  to  approach;  1  was  fixed  to  the  ground, 
'*fora  moment,  and  then  began  to  run 
^  as  fad  as  I  could,  when  the  figure  cx- 
'' claimed  once  more — 'Amelia!  Amc- 
••  lial  be  not  afraid,  it  is  thy  friend  who 
F.5  ^^' 
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«*  calls  thee/  But  I  did  not  venture  to 
*^  look  back,  and  ran  out  of  the  garden  as 
•*  fall  as  I  could. 

"  This  event  had  left  fo  deep  an  im- 
<^  prcfTion  on  my  mind,  that  I  could  not 
«*  clofe  my  eyes  a  fingle  moment  the 
*'  whole  night.  The  apparition  was  con- 
•'  (lantly  hovering  before  mc,  and  the  mc- 

*'  lodious    acclamation Amelia^  be    mot 

•*  afraid!  vibrated  inceflantly  in  my  ears. 
*'  I  began  to  repent  my  fearful  flight,  and 
*'  to  wifh  the  apparition  might  re-appear 
"  the  next  evening.  My  little  heart  was 
*' pantin;;  all  the  day  for  the  fitting  in  of" 
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"  M'ith  a  fwect  heavenly  voice  :  ^  come  to 
**  tnjr  arms,  Amelia !  why  did'ft  thou  flee 
•*  ycfterday  from  thy  friend  ?  come  to 
*'  me,  fweet  child !  dont  fear,  I  will  not 
•*  hurt  thee  !*  fo  faying,  the  apparition 
«*  ftretched  out  her  arms ;  I  was  thrilled 
"with  horror,  and  going  to  leave  the 
"  garden,  when  fhe  exclaimed :  *  Stay, 
•*  ftay,  as  thou  valued  thy  happinefs !  If 
"  thou  fleeft  to  night,  then  thou  wilt  fee 
"  me  no  more !'  the  word  happinefs  re- 
•*  tarded  my  flight,  and  the  apprehcnfion 
•*  of  feeing  her  no  more  made  me  turn 
**  back.  Curiofity,  and  hope  to  be  libe- 
**  rated  from  my  mifery,  afforded  me  cou- 
**  rage  and  ftrength  to  approach,  though 
"  with  flow  and  fearful  fteps.  On  coming 
^'  nearer  I  faw  that  the  apparition  was  a 
"  beautiful  lady  in  a  fnow-white  gar- 
"  ment,  {landing  at  the  entrance  of  the 
•*  grotto,  with  a  baflcet  of  fruits  in  her 
"  hand ;  her  figure  was  grand  and  majef- 
**  tic,  her  countenance  the  fweet  abode 
**  of  celeftial  kindnefs ;  ftie  appeared  to 
^'me  an  inhabitant  of  heaven's  realms. 
^  A  fight  fo  pleafing  and  inviting,  at  once 
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<«  my  father,  I  found  her  one  evening  de- 
«<  preffed  by  deep  melancholy,  and  loft  in 
*«  profound  meditation.  She  viewed  me 
•<  for  fome  time  in  mournful  filence,  and 
**  then  began :  ^  Amelia !  we  muft  part. 
"  I  am  going  to  take  leave  of  thee.  Thou 
«•  fhalt  fee  me  no  more/  I  dropped  to 
*•  the  ground  in  an  agony  of  grief,  and 
^*  filed  briny  tears  of  unfpeakable  forrow. 
««  *  Rife  my  daughter,'  flie  refumed  in  a 
*<  melancholy  drain,  «  rife  and  do  not 
**  fpend  with  ufelcfs  complaints  the  fcW 
*«  moments  I  am  allowed  to  ftay  with  thee. 
«'  Thou  always  haft  been  a  good,  obedi- 
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^  what  I  am  going  to  fey. — Numbcrlefs 
*^  misfortunes  await  thee  in  this  vain 
•*  world ;  but  do  not  defpair.  Put  thy 
*'  confidence  in  him,  who  ordains  the  fate 
««  of  mortals  M'ith  paternal  love  and  wif- 
«*  dom.  He  will  be  thy  guardian,  and^ne 
**  time  bid  hapfinejs  reward  thy  virtue  and 
**  thjjufferings.  Let  this  idea  fupport  thy 
*«  afflided  heart  when  thy  fufFerings  (hall 
•^  feem  endlefs  to  thee. .  Here,  take  this 
•*  fealed  paper,  and  keep  it  as  a  pledge  of 
"  my  unalterable  friendfliip  for  thee. 
*'  Take  care  not  to  lofe  it,  and  let  not 
"  idle  curiolity  tempt  thee  to  open  it  be- 
•*  fore  thou  haft  found  the  man  whom 
"  thy  heart  fliall  choofe  as  a  partner  in 
**  happinefs  and  afQidion.  It  will  be  of 
"  great  fervice  to  thee,"  So  faying,  fhe 
"  kiffed  me  thrice  on  my  forehead,  adding 
**  with  a  faltering  voice :  "  *  Go  now,  and 
♦*  leave  me — the  parting  hour  is  arrived. 
"  Farewell !  We  ftiall  meet  again !'  With 
•*  thefc  words,  (he  difappeared  in  the  grot- 
*'  to,  and  I  went  to  my  apartment  with 
*'  ing  eyes." 

*^  Have  you  r^tver  hczvA,  tidings  of  \\et 
^'^  after  your  reparation  ? ' 

^;  >5cv 


»;  for  tome"      ^  ^^c\ 
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^  XiTcr.  Havca  only  knot's  who 
l::..^  fr:^=.d  V2S,  vbcnce  Ihe  came. and 
•i.'-.±-er  ie  vei;:.  I  never  have  feen 
l-.ir  ary  where  "eforc  her  firft,  and  after 
i^rli:":  ipp:ir*r«ce  izi  the  grotto.  At 
j-r  r.r^t  :r.;erv:ev,  fhc  enioined  mc  to 
keep  cur  rr;-::;r-^  ucret,  elfe  I  (hould 
fee  her  no  zr.crCj  i.ad  under  the  fame 
rer.iliv  forJTJLie  me  to  inquire  who  fht 
V..15.  The  or/.v  key  to  the  myftcr)-,  the 
J.CAr  plei ~e  cf  her  incJlimable  friend 
liiip  vhicl;  fne  ^.ive  nne  on  my  farewell 
viil:,  I  have  loil  in  an  unaccountable 
mar.ner.      You   cannot  conceive  hov 
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^*  I  Toon  engaged  her  attention,  and  at  tlie 

'*  fame  lime  became   dear  to  her  heart. 

"  Aithoujrh  my  mother  carefully  refrained 

"  from  fliowing  any  ill-will  towards  me 

"  in  her  prcfcncc,  yet  fhc  could  not  en- 

"  tircly  conceal  her  didike  to  me  from 

"her  prying  eye;    and    my  good    aunt 

"  watching  an  opportunity  to  fpcak  to  mc 

"  in  private,  pre  fled  me  to  difclofe  to  her 

^>  my  real  lituation.     She  had  gained  my 

"  regard  and  afFcftion  fo  entirely^  that  I 

"  did  not  hefitatc  a  moment  to  yield  to  her 

"  tender  requeft,  and  faithfully  informed 

"  her  of  the  whole  extent  of  my  forlorn 

"  fituation,  which  drew  tears  of  pit)'  from 

'•'  her  eves.    She  afked  me  whether  I  could 

*■'  not  refolve  to  go  with  her  to  Paris,  and 

"  to  live  in  her  houfe,  which  fhe  \vould 

^  cndcavoLir  to  make  as  agreeable  to  mc 

^  as  it  (hi/uld  be  in  her  power.     You  can 

^  eafily  think  that  I  accepted  her  offer 

^  viih  rapture.    My  worthy  father  felt  not 

.      "  lefeplcafurc  at  it,  knowing  my  aunt  to 

l^^^c  a  prudent  and   honefl:  woman,    to 

^^^*%>fc  care  he  fafely   could  intruft  my 

I^D,     Uc  reiiiKAsl  at  that  wiftied 

«  for 
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^*  for  opportunity  of  procuring  me  an  afy- 
'^  lum  againft  the  rank  and  unconquera- 
**  ble  hatred  of  my  mother,  vho  feemed 
'^  to  delight  in  my  manyfold  fufFerings  and 
"  forrowS." 

*'  The  only  pcrfon  who  oppofed  this 
**  welcome  propofal  was  my  mother,  of 
"  whom  I  had  lead  fufpefted  any  thing 
«•  of  that  kind.  She  raifed  a  number  of 
*^  obje&ions,  which  however  were  fo  hap- 
*<  pily  refuted  by  my  father  and  aunt»  that 
**  at  length  fhe  was  .obliged  to  give  her 
•*  confent  to  my  departure.  When  I  went 
*<  to  take  leave  of  that  tyrannical  parenty' 
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**  riage,  he  drained  me  once  more  to  his 
<^  loving  heart,  and  it  feemed  to  me  as  if 
^'he  was  bidding  mc  an  eternal  adieu; 
*^  which  alas!  was  really  the  cafe ;^  the 
Counters  added  with  great  emotion,  after 
afilent  paufe  of  agony,  "  I  have  fcen 
'^him  no  more;  he  died  a^year  after  my 
^^  departure.  The  fhocking  intelligence 
^^  of  his  death,  plunged  me  in  a  deep  m&- 
*^  lancholy  and  had  almoft  proved  fatal  to 
^'«  my  life." 

^^  My  aunt  was  at  good  as  her  word.— « 
^  Beneath  her  hofpitablc  roof,  I  found  the 
^  ideal  pi6lure  ofhappinefs,  which  I  had 
^  frequently  drawn  in  the  fweet  hours  of 
«( imaginary  delufion,  realifed.  She  an- 
"  ticipated  every  wifh  of  my  little  heart, 
"  and  her  eyes  beamed  with  celeftial  plea- 
"  fure,  when  flie  could  roufe  in  my  foul 
"  the  dormant  feed  of  innocent  joy.  She 
*' was  a  widow  and  childlcfs;  I  poffefled, 
**of  courfe,  her  heart  undivided,  and  her 
**  whole  great  fortune  was  at  my  com- 
"mand.  The  influence  which  content 
"  and  hilarity  produced  on  my  conftitu- 
**  tion,  became  foon  vilible.    My  figure, 

<*  which 
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•*  \vhich  had  been  withering  on  the  raa- 
*^  ternal  foil,  beg^n  to  be  animated  with 
f^  new  life  and  vigour,  and  I  bloflbmed 
•<  under  the  foftcring  hand  of  my  amiable 
^  relation,  like  a  rufe  tranfplantcd  in  a 
•*  luxuriant  foil,  and  nurfed  by  the  bene- 
**  ficial  care  of  an  induftrious  gardener. 

"  Thus  pafled  a  year  in  undifturbcd 
*^  tranquillity,  on  rofeate  pinions  of  bila- 
•^  rity  and  joy,  when — " 

Here  the  Countefs  was  interrupted  by 
a-  -fervant  who  brought  a  letter, 

"  A  letter  from^my  uncle  !"*  flie  ex- 
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interrupted  in  her  narration  at  the  moil 
remarkable  period  of  her  Hfc.  •«  How- 
"  ever,"  added  (he,  "  fince  this  period 
"would  recall  many  melancholy  ideas 
'^  which  I  particularly  wifli  to  avoid  this 
'*  day,  and  fupper  time  is  approaching,  I 
'Uill  give  you  the  continuation  another 
"  time." 

We  were  fitting  at  the  table  *till  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  Countefs  at  once  be* 
gan  to  grow  ferious  and  gloomy  ;  the  pre- 
fcntiment  of  the  impending  awful  fcene, 
fceincd  to  have  chafed  away  every  (hadow 
of  hilarity.  She  ordered  the  fervant  to 
carry  candles  and  cards  to  the  apartment 
vhere  the  apparition  was  to  be,  and  then 
defired  him  to  retire  'till  (lie  fliould  ring 
ihcbelL 

When  he  was  gone^  (he  walked  up  and 
down  the  room  with  hafty  ftrides  and 
folded  arms.  A  dreadful  combat  feemed 
to  have  taken  place  in  her  foul.  At  once 
Ihc  flopped,  looking  fearfully  around, 
and  then  flung  hcffelf  on  the  fofa. 

My   tutor  interrupted,  at  lcnj»th,   the 
univerfiil  filcncc: — ^  W7//you  play,  IP 


ta* 
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^  (lirring.  Odours  of  the  grave  aflfailed 
''  my  fmelling  organs,  and  the  tomb  began 
**to  fhake  violently.  A  hollow  difmal 
"  voice  called  from  the  tomb  of  the 
•«  grave  :  '  Who  dares  to  difturb  the  reft 
<«  of  the  dead  r  «  It  is  thy  wife  !•  a  fe- 
•'  cond  voice  replied.  « I  will  chaftife  the 
«'  daring  wretch  !*  refumed  the  firft  voice. 
♦«  The  tbttib  was  fuddenly  fhakeh  with  1 
**  thundering  voice,  a  gaping  chafm  api 
**  peared  at  the  foot  of  the  pedeftal,  and 
««  a  grifly  (keleton  rofe  up,  exclaiming 
•«  with  a  dreadful  voice — '  Here  I  atn ! 
**  what  doll  thou  want  ?'  I  fled  on  wings 
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Ac  room,  and  a  flafh  of  lightning  difclof- 
ed  to,  our  eyes  a  pale,  ghaftly-Iooking 
figure,  three  fteps  diftant  from  us,  which 
at  firft  fight  appeared  to  have  a  ftriking 
^fcmblancc  to  the  picture  which  I  had 
fecn  after  dinner.  His  eyes  were  hollow, 
and  traces  of  corruption  were  vifiblc  on 
Ws  checks.  He  was  wrapped  in  a  fhroud, 
^ilh  wliich  he  endeavoured  to  ftop  the 
bbod  ftreaming  from  a  gaping  wound  in 
Ws  left  fide. 

The  phantom  appeared  and  difappeared 
as  the  lightning  flaflied  or  died  away. 
The  intervals  of  impenetrable  darknefs, 
^'hich  alternately  concealed  the  fpeftrc 
from  our  fight,  were  more  horrible  than 
^he  apparition  itfclf. — The  ghoft  fccmed 
fixed  to  the  fpot. 

The  Countefs  dropped  to  the  ground, 
^'ringing  her  hands  in  ^a  ild  agony. 

Along  dreadful  paufc  eulued. 

''  H'hy  baft  tbcu  callcsi  me  hither  ?• 

The  apparition  fpokc  only  by  intervals, 
*fhcn  the  lightning  rendered  it  vifiblc. 
The  flafhcs  were  always  extremely  ftrong 
*nd  lalling. 

Vol.  L  O  T\\C 
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The  Countefs  attempted  to  fpeak,  but 
the  words  died  on  her  lips. 

The  bleeding  fpeSre  repeatcdhis  ^uef«  * 
lion,  (low  and  awful. 

"  To  take  an   eternal  farewell  I"  fi^c. 
ftammered  at  laft,  with  a  faint  voice. 

"  In  this  compare  ?''  Here  his  (laring- 
eyes  Ihot  ilaflies  of  anger : — The  Couiltefa 
looked  by  turns  at  me  and  my  tutor  ;  the 
latter  feemed  offended^  and  w,a$  going  to. 
feize  the  phantom,  but  a  terrible  flalh  of 
lightning  proftrated  him  to  the  grounds 

"  Woman  !  woman  !  woman  /" 

"  O  fpeak  I    thy  fervant   hear»   with 
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*'  Shamefully,  Jhamefully  have  Ibeen  mur^ 
*'  dertdl  look  herel^ummon  all  thy  forti^ 
«*  tu^  !  look  how  they  have  treated  me  r 

So  faying,  he  uncovered  his  left  fide 
entirely,  and  five  gaping  wounds  were 
dreaming  with  blood.  This  fight  dried 
up  the  marrow  in  my  bones. 

The  Countefs  moaned  like  a  maniac. 
•<  O  fpeak!"  fhe  cj^claimed  at  length  in 
an  agony  of  violent  pain,  "  tell  me  what 
**  I  can  do  for  thee.** 

"  Avenge  thy/elf  on  my  murderer  through 
"  magnanimity :  I  muft  be  gone  /*' 

Impenetrable  darknefs  concealed  him 
from  our  eyes.  "  My  deftiny  calls  me  hence. 
"  Be  generous,  and  forgive  tny  murderer  /" 

*^  O  day  but  a  moment  longer  ;  only 
"  one  word  more — *'  fhe  exclaimed.  A 
tremendous  clap  of  thunder  interrupted 
her  wordsi  Lightnings  flafhcd  and  the 
phantom  vanifhcd. 

I  fat  on  the  fofa  loft  in  dumb  aftonifh- 
fceiit.  The  Countefs  fccmcd  to  be  out  of 
her  fenfes.  My  tutor  recovered  firfl:  and 
roufcd  me  from  my  ftupcfaQion.  Wc 
then  attempted  to  revive  the  Countefs; 
O2  but 
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all  our  endeavours  were  fruiilefs.     I 

g  the   bell   furioufly.      The   fcrvants 

ned  into  live  room,  and  I  exclaimed 

an  agony   of  dillrcfs,   ^^  make  hafte, 

nake  hade  to  alFift  your  lady,  flie  has  been 

feized  with  a  fainting  fit  at  play !"  This 

:cident  alarmed  the  whole  houfe,  and  all 

le  domeftics  croudcd  into  our  room. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  Coun- 
efs  recovered,  but  her  ftrength  was  fo 
much  exhaufted,  that  (he  hardly  could 
fpcak.  The  fervants  hinting  that  fhe 
wanted  to  go  to  reft,  we  left  her  and  went 
to  our  apartments. 

jvere   alone    I  put   fcvcral 
Ltion  to 
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if  I  rcflcft  on  the  reality  of  that  dread- 
ful apparition,  how  can  I  convince  my- 
felf  of  the  contrary  ?  Who  knows  in 
what  connexions  my  father  has  been  with 
the  deceafed?  Who  knows  whether  he 
ha*  not,  deceived  by  falfe  informations, 
refolved  to  bring  a  facriBce  to  the  ftatc 
by  the  aflaflination  of  that  unfortunate 
man?  But  perhaps  the  whole  apparition 
is  nothing  but  a  fraud  of  (he  Unknown^ 
and  the  alFaffination  nothing  but  a  fidion, 
adapted  to  the  plan  he  has  formed  with 
regard  to  me.  Yet  how  can  he  dare  to 
found  hrs  plan  upon  fomcriiing,  the  falfity 
of  which  I  can  detcft  fo  eafily  ?  Eafily  ? 
—Will  my  father  ever  coiifefji  it  to  me,  if 
he  has  committed  that  murder?  and  by 
what  means  c\k  fhall  I  know  it  ?  How- 
ever, how  does  his  probity,  his  noble  cha- 
ia£ter  correipond  with  an  aflaflination  by 
the  alfiftance  of  banditti  ?  No,  it  is  a  lie! 
But  is  not  my  father  a  Duke  ?  perhaps  he 
has  been  obliged,  by  reafons  of  ftate,  to 
do  what  he  would  not  have  done  as  a 
private  man.  And  fuppofe  it  ihould  ba 
&irc,alds!  how  Ihalll  convince  my  Ame* 
O  3  Ua 
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Jia  of  it  ?  What  will  it  avail  me,  while  fhe 
believes  it  true  ?  In  what  light  muft  (he 
view  the  fon  of  her  hufband's  murderer  ? 
How  can  I  dare  to  appear  before  her? 
O  God !  to  fee  her  no  more,  to  fpeak  no 
more  to  her  !  And  yet  this  might  perhaps 
be  the  only  means  to  come  to  the  bouom 
of  that  myltcrious  matter.  The  relation 
of  her  hi  (lory  might  probably  throw  fomc 
light  upon  the  words  of  the  phantom,  and 
afford  a  clue  to  come  to  the  certainty.— 
But  to  what  certainty  ?  Shall  I  not  lofe 
every  thing  if  the  pretended  murder  fliould 
be  confirmed?" 
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panition,  began  to  vanifh  the  more  I  re- 
fleded  iipon  the  matter.  How  willingly 
would  I  have  renounced  all  my  claim  to 
fatiire  grandeur,  which  I,  as  the  fon  of  a 
Duke,  was  entitled  to,  to  any  one  who 
had«pointed  out  to  me  certain  means  of 
Aeftoring  the  former  relation,  which  had 
'fubfilled  between  ifiyfelf  and  the  Coun- 
ted. 

1  rofe  very  early..^  the  morniftg,  to 
enquire  of  the  fopWits'how  fhfe  had  refted. 
The  phyficfan^yhb  was  jtiil  comi#g  from 
I  her  apartmem;  toTd  me  the  Counteft  was 
irl  a,£tu^tioti  which  made  him  defpair  of 
her  life..    ".The  fever,"  he  faid,  "  which 
"  was  alrekdy  fo  violent  when  I    came, 
"  feems  to  iivcttafe  with  every  moment. 
^  I  muft  firft  ief^*Wl»t  efFe£l  the  medicine 
**  which   I  have  ackriimfilfered  fhall   pro-' 
**  duce,  before   I  can  take  further  mea- 
"  fures.**      The   information    I    received 
from  the  phyfician  was   a  dagger  to  my 
.  heart.     I   intrpated  him,  I  conjured  him 
with  tears,  to  apply  all  his  (kill,  in  order 
to  fave  a  life  for  which  I  would  facrifice 
any  thing.     **  The  Countefs,"  1   added, 
^  4  ^rtei: 
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after  fome  reflexion,  ''  is  a  near  relation 
*'  of  mine,  for  ^vhom  I  have  the  greateft 
"  afFeftion."  The  phyfician  promifed  to 
do  whatever  fhould  be  in  his  power^and  I 
left  him  with  a  beating  heart, 

"  What  is  the  matter  ?  what  ails  you  P 
my  tutor  exclaimed,  frightened,  when  I 
entered  his  room.  I  told  him  6very  thing. 
He  ftrove  in  vain  to  make  me  cafy,  and 
perceived  w^ith  terror  that  his  foothingar^ 
i^iinicnts  increafed  my  uneafincfs.  My 
apprehcniion  for  the  life  of  the  beautiful 
Countefs,  began  to  change  into  a  furious 
I  interrupted  the  confolations 


grief,  and 
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of  the  fituation  of  the  lady  :  however,  the 
apprehenfion  that  the  fight  of  me  might 
increafe  her  illnefs,  did  not  fuffer  me  to 
go*  Torn  by  two  fo  violent  paffions  as 
love  and  grief,  my  ftrength  declined  vifi* 
bly,  and  the  rofes  of  youth  began  to  fade 
on  my  cheeks.  My  tutor,  who  obferved 
it  with  terror,  fancied  the  removal  from 
the  fourcc  would  cure  the  evil,  and  there- 
fore propofed  to  continue  our  travels; 
however  I  told  him  plainly  that  I  could 
not  travel  at  prefent.  All  his  rcmonr 
(trances  proved  abortive,  and  I  kept  firm 
to  my  refblution. 

.    All  my   endeavours   were  bent  upon 
finding  out  the  Unkm*t)on.      He  was  the 
only  perfon  of  whom  I   expeftcd  advice 
and  afliftance.     I  enquired  every  where, 
but  nobody  knew  any  thing   of  him.     I 
roamed  through  the  foreft  for  whole  days 
'till  late  at 'night,  but  he  was  no  where  to 
be  found.      Thefe   proceedings   I    kept 
however   concealed  from  my    tutor,  bc- 
caufe  I  was  well  aware  that  he  would  pre- 
vent me  from  doing  it,  for  fear  fome  acci- 
dent might  befal  me ;  and  afking  me  onr 
time,  why  I   flayed  out  fo  hie  at   nigViU 
G  ij  I.  pre 
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1  prrtendcd  to  take  loftg  walks  foY'ttd 

other  reafon  than  to  diirert  illy  thoughti^ ' 

One  afternoon  my  fcrvant  came  to  i*- 
fbrtn  me  that  the  Countels  was  worfe  thaik 
ever,  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  m6  & 
letter.  I  knew  inftantly  the  hand  writing 
tof  my  father,  and  tore  it  open;  but  ho# 
was  I  ftruck  with  aftonifliment  when  I  read 
the  following  lines  : 

"  I  am  very  ill  fatisfied  with  yod.  Itv^ai 
•*  my  intention  you  (hould  travel,  btit  iiot 
»« turn  a  knight  errant.  I  have  bceii  in- 
•*  formed  that  you  have  contraBed  anin- 
•'  timate  acquaintance  withacertain  Couh* 
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"  letter.  If  I  fliquid  hear  that  you  do 
"  riot  inftantly  execute  the  commands  of 
"  yom  father^  the  orders  of  the  Duke  IbaU 
"Tcduce  you  to  obedience. 
^  Your  Father, 

"  Duke  of  ♦♦♦in  A, 

**  Marquis  of  ViLLA^^*.** 

I  was  rivetted  to  the  ground  as  if  a  clap 
of  thunder  had  ftruck  me,  when  my  tu- 
tor entered  the  room.  He  aflced  me  with 
aftonifhment  what  had  happened.  I  gave 
bim  the  letter  without  returning  an  an- 
fwcr.  He  was  aftoniflied,  as  well  at  the 
contents,  as  at  the  tone  of  the  letter,  and 
could  not  conceive,  like  myfelf,  how  my 
father  could  have  been  informed  of  my 
acquaintance  with  the  lady,  which  I  had 
kept  fo  fecret.  At  the  fame  time  he  af, 
lured  line  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had 
not  ^fttote  him  a  fingic  line  on  that  fub- 
jcft.  "  So  much  the  worfe  l"  I  exclaim- 
ed^ *«  for  then  I  have  here  an  ^unknown 
**  fpy  upon  me,  who  fecretly  watches  all 
"  my  fteps.- 

What  ftruck  me  moft,  was  the  warmth 
With  \^hich  my  father  commanded  me  U> 
C  6  xc- 
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renounce  all  connexion  with  the  ladyw— 
*'  Should  he,  perhaps,"  faid  I  to  myfelf^ 
"  have  reafon  to  fear  that  (he-might  dif- 
clofe  fomething  to  me  which  he  does  not 
wifh  me  to  know?  The  Countefs  has  re- 
lated to  me  only  the  beginning  of  her  hif- 
tory ;  who  knows  what  I  fhould  have 
heard  farther  ?  The  apparition  of  her  huf- 
band  gives  at  leaft  reafon  to  fiifpeft  fhat 
ray  father  had  a  fhare  in  her  hiftory, 
which  is  not  much  ta  his  credit.  He  ap- 
prehends, perhaps,  his  fon  might  .  hear 
things  which  would  give  him  a  difadvan- 
tageous  idea  of  his  father,  or  at  leaft  lef- 
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Ihould  have  read  his  letter,  feems  to 
fpring  not  fo  much  from  a  paternal  de- 
Ggn  to  cure  me  of  my  love,  as  from  an 
apprebenfion  to  be  betrayed."  In  fliort, 
the  murder  of  which  the  apparition  had 
been  fpeaking,  appeared  to  me  more  and 
more  probable.  I  did  not  conceal  this 
conjcjElurc  from  my  tutor.  He  combated 
it,  but  not  in  fuch  a  manner  that  no  doubt 
bad  been  left,  and  thus  at  leaft  fome  fuf- 
picion  was  left  lurking  in  my  heart.— 
This,  and  the  harfh  ftrain  in  which  my 
father  had  commanded  me  to  give  up 
the  firft  objeft  of  my  atuchment,  Icflencd 
very  much  the  regard  and  love  I  had  al- 
ways felt  for  him. 

Whoever  has  experienced  the  power  of 
the  firft  Idve,  can  form  an  idea  of  the  fitua- 
tion  to  which  the  ftern  command  of  my 
father  reduced  me.  To  tear  myfelf  from 
a  woman  whom  I  loved  beyond  expref- 
fion,  tp  tear  myfelf  from  her  at  a  time 
when  a  life,  which  was  dearer  to  me  than 
th^favour  of  my  father,  was  hovering  on 
the  brink  of  the  grave,  to  remove  to  a 
place  which  was  above    three  hundred 

leagues. 
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leagues  diftatit  from  her  abbde^  and  to  tx^ 
pofe  myfelf  to  the  danger  oF  feeing  het 
no  more  in  this  life,  mounded  wiy  heart  fo 
deeply,  that  I  (hould  have  ftayed  in  fpite 
of  the  commands  of  my  father,  if  the  kind 
and  convincing  remohftrances  of  my  tu- 
tor had  not  forced  me  irrefiftibly  to  yield 
to  fad  ne'ceffity. 

All  that  my  prayers  and  fupplicationt 
could  perfuadc  him  to,-  was  to  grant  me 
one  day's  refpite ;  the  day  after  to-iAbr- 
row  being  fixed  for  our  departure.  1 
fpent  almbft  the  whole  day  in  fearching 
for  the  Unknown ;  however,  I  came  home 
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ftfFercd  fo  fine  an  opportunity  to  efcape, 
which  never  ^ill  return  again.  Should 
he  hot  have  exerted  all  his  power  to  rr- 
taiiime  at  a  place  where  the  prefencc  of 
the  beautiful  Countefs  occupied  and  per- 
plexed my  foul  fo  much,  that  he  could 
have  infnared  and  guided  me  very  eafily 
without  apprehending  any  thing  of  my  ob- 
ferving  him.**^  In  fliort,  I  acquitted  him 
of  all  fufpicion,  and  confidered  him  as  a 
great  lAan  who  was  above  all  mean  arti- 
fices, and  would  never  di (honor  by  k 
bad  ufc  the  fecret  power  which  he  pof- 
feffed. 

The  fufpicion  of  my  tutor  of  his  being 
fccretly  aflbciated  with  the  lady,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  ftill  more  unfounded  and  ab- 
ftfrd.  **  If  both  had  been  leagued  to  en- 
tangle  me  in  their  nets,  (faid  I  to  myfelf ) 
how  cotild  they  fhow  fo  much  indiffer- 
Cttte  and  inadivity  at  my  departure.  How 
coiitradiBory  would  it  have  been  if  the. 
Uinibmm  had  diflfolved  the  intimacy  which 
iras  produced  between  myfelf  and  the  la- 
dy by  an  apparition  of  his  own  contriv- 
toce,- and  removed  me  from  her  houfe? 

15 


.1 


3l€  THE     V  I  GTI  M    O  F 

If  flie  had  preconcerted  matters  with  himv 
^vhcncc  that  dread  at  the  apparitiaui 
whence  her -terror,  whence  the  horrible 
confequcnces  of  it,  and  the  violent  efFcH 
of  her  hcahh?  No,  this  cannot  have  been 
the  work  of  the  arts  of  difTimulation.  A 
natural  fwoon  can  be  dillinguiflicd  from 
an  artificial  one,  and  the  language  of 
truth  from  that  of  fraud,  and  eTe)i..lJb# 
higheft  degree  of  diflimulatton  betrays  ft^ 
felf  after  fome  time  by  little  traits,  which 
cannot  efcape  the  eye  of  a  clear-figjbted 
obferver.  If  the  Countefs  had  knpoffsd 
upon  me,  then  the  party -wall  betweemui^ 
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had  been  a  fecret  intelligence  between  him 
and  the  lady  ?    No !    (faid  I)  Amelia  nei- 
ther is  nor  can  be  an  impoftor;  it  would 
be  madnefs  and  the  blacked  calumny  to 
fufpecl  her  of  it ;  her  heart  is  as  pure  and 
amiable  as  her  foul."     Thus  I  difcourfed 
viih  myfelf  on  the  road,  when  the  furious 
grief  which  was    rankling  in    my  heart 
abated  now  and  then  a  little. 

Wc  were  already  three  days  at  the  place 
of  our  dcftination,  when  my  fcrvant 
bjought  me  a  letter  from  the  poft-ofSce. 
I*  was  from  the  valet  of  the  Countcfs,  and 
contained  the  following  afflicting  news. 

"  My  L0RD9 
**  You  have  ordered  me  to  inform  you 
*•  frequently    of  the  ftate  of  my  Lady's 
*'  health,  and  how  great  fotvcr  the  pita- 
**  fure  I  always  felt  M'hen  executing  your 
'•  commands  may  have  been,  yet  I  wifh 
••  this  time  you  had  entnifted  fomtbocy 
"  clfe  with  that  commiffion,  for  the  in:'^!- 
"licence  1  am  going  to  give  y^>'^ /-  '-'^ 
*•  fuch  a  naiurc  that  my  har.d  irem:^-  A"'^ 
*♦  write  it  do>n,  and  my  heart  Llc-'i    •   ' 
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«'  your  Lordlhip. — Yes!  prepare  ybur- 
^'  felf  for  the  worft,  for  alas!  file  is  dead, 
*«  my  dear  Couhtcfs  is  dead ! 

"  Previ9us  to  her  departure^  flie  rc- 
*'  covereijther  recoUcftion,  of  which  flic 
**  had  beeir  bereft  during  her  illnefs.  She 
<^  died  with  the  greateil  refign^ttion,  ^nd  I 
«*  can  add  with  pleafure.  The  anticipa* 
•'  tion  of  the  joy  to  prefs  in  yon  peaceful 
*^  manfiions  her  Lord  again  to  her  bofom, 
«  the  \ace^  of  being  reunited  to  hiia  for 
"  ever,  conquered  all  fear  of  the  phantom 
"  of  death.     A  few  moments  before  Her 
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I  need  not  tell  what  efFcft  this  intelli- 
gence had  upon  my  heart.     Such  fenfa- 
tion$  fuq)ars  all  defcription.     My  peace 
of  mind  fecmed  fled  for  ever ;  the  vio- 
lent beating  of  my  heart   threatened  to 
burft  my   bread,   aiid  almod  fuffocated 
me.     I  threw  my  cloak  around  my  (boul- 
ders and  hurried  into  the  fields  like  a  mad- 
man.    Without  recolleflion-  was  I  roving 
about,  as  far  as  my  feet  would  carry  me. 
When  the  violent  workings  of  my  heart 
began  to  abate,  after  I  had  roamed  about 
for  fomc  hours,  I  found  myfelf  at  the  bor- 
ders of  a  river  in  an  unknown  place.  The 
filver  rays  of  the  moon  were   (kipping 
upon  the  chryftal  -waves,  and  I  walked  up 
and  down  the  bank  loft  in  gloomy  medita- 
tion.    The    awful   folemn   filence    of  a 
church-yard  reigned  around  me.      The 
unifon  murmuring  of  the  river,  added  to 
the  gloomincfs  of  my  foul. 

I  felt  an  irrcfiftible  dcfire  to  bury  myfelf 
and  my  grief  in  the  waves.  I  went  to  the 
brink  of  the  rifing  bank,  looked  aroui»d, 
and  then  fixing  my  eyes  again  upon  the 
water,  methought  fome  one  was  whifpcr- 
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ing  in  my  ear  : — "  In  ihefe  waves  is  reft, 
^^  why  doft  thou  hefitate  to  drown  tbj 
*<  endlefsfufferings."  I  fancied  Amelia  was 
rifing  from  the  waves  and  winking  iiie  to 
follow  her.  "  Yes !"  exclaimed  I,  **  I 
^*  am  coming."  So  faying,  I  plunged  iaui^ 
the  water.  The  current  hurried  me  ra- 
pidly along,  I  entangled  myfelf  in  my 
cloak  and  went  to  the  bottom. 

I  had  foon  fwallowcd  fo  much  ,wate% 
that  I  was  bereft  of  all  recolleflion. 

When  my  fenfes  returned,  I  was  feixed 
with  a  ftrange  unfpeakable  feniation-*-'! 
felt,  indeed,  that  I  was  no  lonEcr  in  the  wa- 
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preffed  down  again  by  an  unknown  power. 
I  gave  a  fcream  of  horror,  and  the  echo 
of  my  own  voice  filled  me  with  awful 
dread. 

After  a  long  painful  paufe,  I  heard,  not 
feir  from  me,  fomebody  exclaim,  "  fFoe, 
**  tvoe^  wo€  r  At  the  fame  time,  I  felt  a 
pufh  from  behind,  and  a  flame  arofe  with- 
in a  fmall  diftance  from  mc,  fprcading  a 
bluifh  glimmer  around.  I  beheld  myfelf 
in  a  fpacious  empty  vault,  and  not  far  off 
efpied  a  man  wrapt  in  a  fcarlet  cloth,  with 
a  round  hat  that  covered  part  of  his  face 
which  was  turned  towards  me.  He  was 
{landing  there  filent  and  motionlcfs  like  a 
ftatue.  My  bfood  curdled  in  my  veins, 
and  myliair  briftled  ;  I  fancied  myfelf  to 
be  at  the  place  of  eternal  j  udgment.  After 
along  awful  paufe,  the  former  voice  ex- 
dauned  once  more,  "  fFoe;  woey  woe  /" 
The  man  in  the  fcarlet  cloak  was  ftill 
filent  and  motionlefs  ;  my  heart  (hrunk 
with  chilly  dread  ;  my  teeth  began  to 
chatter. 

,  After  a  long  interval  the  man  feemcd  to 
'ftir. — Fear  roufcd  my  fpirit;  I  addreffed 
I  myfelf 
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myfelf  to  him.-n"  Whofoevqr  thou  artf - 
faid  I,.  ^^  thou  art.probiibly;  my  pneferver; 
^(  receive  my  thanksj^  and.  tell  me  why* 
^^  I  am  in  this  place,  and  how  I  camci 
«  hither  ?"  Neither  my  thaftiks  nor  my 
apprehcniioh  feemed  to  move  him  ;  he 
remained  filent  and  without  motion. 
Now  all  my  courage  and  every  glimmer 
of  hope  left  me. 

The  exclamation  of  woe  refounded  a 
third  time,  the  phantom  lifted  the  hat»  andi 
opened  his  cloak.     He  was  drefled  in;. 
black  ;  a  white  beard  was  flowing-  down^ 
his   bread  ;   he   came   towards  me  with' 
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apd  with^  tone  which  makes  even  tlie 
righteous  tremble*  *'  Unfathomable  be- 
'^  ing  who  art  hovering  about  me  every 
<^  where  !  I  do  not  know  theei  though  I 
**  have  fccn  thee  frequently." 

He  paufed  awhile. 

«  What  haft  thou  done  ?" 

The  words  died  upon  my  lips.  . 

**  Doft  thou  value  life  fo  little,  as  to 
•*  throw  it  away  for  the  fake  of  a  wo- 
«  man  ?" 

**  The  lofs  of  Amelia — my  love — •* 

<*  Be  filent ;  can  the  lofs  of  a  woman 
<•  juftify  the  felf-murder  of  a  man  !  Mi- 
•^  fcrable  wretch !  thou  knoweft  the  value 
«'  of  thy  life,  as  little  as  thy  duties  1" 

"  Alas  !  if  you  knew,  the  power  of 
a  love—" 

**  Love  is  the  fwcctener  of  life,  but  to 
«  make  it  the  fcope  of  life  is  madnefs." 

^  My  infatuation — " 

«  Infatuation  is  no  excufe  becoming  a 
"  man,  who  foars  above  the  common 
**herd,  by  the  powcrof  reafoning." 

"  Pronounce  my  doom,  my  fate  is  in 
**  thy  power." 

«  Well 
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<«  Well  then,  liften  to  what  I  am  goihg 
«to  fay." 

«(  Providence  has  placed  diee  in  a  fitu- 
«*  ation,  the  importance  of  which  thou 
"  hadft  not  weighed  before  thoti  didft 
"  plunge  into  the  waves.  Thou  art  the 
•^  (on  of  a  Duke,  and  foon  wilt  fucceed 
"  thy  noble  father. — Has  thy  deftiny  no 
**  charms  for  thee  ?  Dbft  thou  deem  it  of 
^^  no  value  to  become  one  time  the  ar- 
<^  biter  of  the  happinefs  of  many  thou- 
*^  fands  ?  I  am  not  fpeaking  now  of  the 
**  happinefs  of  thy  future  fubje£ls  only,  -I 
<^  am  fpeaking  of  the  welfare  of  the  ftatei 
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^  mortal  deeds,  prevail  fo  little  upon  thy 
^  mind,  that  a  mean,  felf-interefted  paf- 
<^  (ion  is  fuflEicient  to  employ  all  thy  in- 
^  telle€hial  powers,  and  to  make  thee  for- 
^^  get  all  thy  honourable  conne£Uons,  and 
^Vthe  concerns  of  a  whole  opprefl'ed  peo* 
"pie? — Speak!  anfwermef* 

"  Let  the  bluihes  which  cover  my 
^  burning  face  ferve  inftead  of  an  an- 
"  fwer.** 

<^  Woe  unto  thee  that  thou  art  in  want 

^  of  thefe  admonitions,  in  order  to  fee  the 

**  whole  extent  of  the  atrocioufnefs  of  thy 

^  deed !  Hearken  to  me,  and  hear  thy  fen- 

"  tence !    Thou  art  a  mean,  thoughtlefs 

"  mam,  undeferving  the  poft  which  Provi 

^  dence  has  pointed  out  to  thee,  while 

^  thou  art  concentrating  thy  wiflies  in  the 

^  favours  of  a  woman,  and  thinkeft  her 

^*  lofs  the  greateft  misfortune  that  can  be- 

^  fall  thfp;  while  thou  art  regardlefs  of 

«<thy  gfiat  calling;  while  aSlive  patri- 

**  otifm  and  honour  are  not  thy  conftant 

^  companions,  and  thy  heart  does   not 

•*  ihirft  for  the  glory  of  noble  deeds!'* 

«*  Thou  haft  rbufed  mypatriotifm,  and 
«s  my  thJrff  far  glory  $  J  will  adopt  thy 
Vol.  I.  H  u  priu-' 
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<«  principles.  Farewel  love,  and  every 
**  mean  paflion.  To  dedicate  myfelf  to 
<t  honour,  and  to  the  welfare  of  my  fel- 
<«  low  citizens,  be  from  hence  my  fole 
«  aim !" 

«'  I  do  not  want  thee  to  renounce  love 
<«  entirely,  but  only  to  ceafe  being  her 
«  flavc.  I  only  dcfire  thcc  to  dedicate 
*«  to  her  none  but  thy  leifure  hours,  and 
*•  not  to  afcribc  to  her  a  value  which  (he 
"  has  not.  Do  not  confine  thy/elf  to  indivi^ 
"  duds,  hut  make  the  whole  thy  chief  aim. 
''  Trifles  mult  have  no  charms  for  thee, 
**  i\nA  tiio  4)piniuu  oF common  men  ro  va- 
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he  was  looking  at  xne  for  fome  timcv  The 
flame  began  to  blaze  aloft,  and  a  ibft  en- 
chanting  mufic  to  vibrate  in  my  ear.  I 
heard  harmonious  flrains,  but  faw  no- 
body ;  a  fwect  angelic  voice  accompanied 
the  melodious  notes  of  a  harp  :  the  theme 
of  its  fong  was — Amelia  lives! 

"  Amelia  lives  ?"  1  exclaimed  with  a- 
mazement. 

"  She  lives !"  the  C7«*«^w»  replied,  «  but 
"  do  not  enquire  farther." 

He  blindfolded  my  eyes  and  led  me 
away.  I  afcended  a  flight  of  fleps,  and 
defcended  another ;  at  length  I  came  into 
the  open  field.  I  put  feveral  queftions  to 
m)GBOndu£lor,  but  he  gave  me  no  anfwcr. 
At  length  the  bandage  was  removed  from 
my  eyes,  and  looking  around,  I  found 
myfelf  Handing  at  the  door  of  my  houfe. 
My  conduSCor  was  no  where  to  be  fecn. 

My  tutor  was  already  afleep  when  I 
came  home,,  and  I  rcfolved  not  to  tell 
him  a  word  of  what  had  happened  to  me. 
When  he  alked  me  the  following  morn- 
ing where  I  had  ftaid  fo  late  laft  night,  I 
gave  hfan  an  evafive  anfwer. 

H  2  My 
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My  vret  garments  I  gave  fecretly  to  mjr 
fcrvant  to  dry  them  ;  however  that  inci- 
dent had  produced  fuch  a  violent  e£Fe6l 
upon  me,  that  I  was  obliged  to  keep  my 
bed;  yet  my  illnefs  was  of  no  confequence^ 
for  the  fecond  day  I  was  again  able  to  go 
abroad. 

Two  days  were  elapfed  before  I  per- 
ceived that  I  had  loft  two  bank  bills,  each 
of  one  thoufand  guelders.  I  rccoUeBed 
to  have  put  them  in  my  coat  pocket  the 
fame  evening  I  had  plunged  into  the 
river,  and  went  therefore  inftantly  to  my 
fervant,  to  whom  I  had  given  my  coat. 


MAGICAL  DELUSION.  149 
could  I  acquaint  my  father  with  my  lors, 
for  if  he  has  a  prevailing  fault,  it  is  over- 
ftrainedparfimony,  which  I  however  had 
fomuch  the  lefs  reafon  to  condemn,  as  he 
was  hoarding  only  for  me,  his  fole  future 
heir.  Having  confidered  for  fome  time 
how  to  extricate  myfelf  from  my  difagree- 
able  fituation,  I  refolved  to  addrefs  my* 
fclf  to  the  Unknown^  of  whofe  power  and 
benevolent  difpofition,  the  laft  accident 
had  given  me  fo  high  an  idea,  that  I  re- 
pofed  an  unbounded  confidence  inhim. 
*  This  confidence  encreafed  on  my  re- 
ceiving after  a  few  days  the  following  let- 
ter. 

"  My  Lord, 

*^  It  is  with  unfpeakable  pleafure  I  am 
<<  taking  up  the  pen  to  communicate  to 
^  you  an  event  which  is  as  joyful  as  it  is 
•*  incredible.  Countefs  Amelia  lives ; 
««  my  departed  Lady  is  returned  to  life 
<^  again.  Give  me  leave  to  relate  the  hif- 
•*  tory  of  her  refurre£lion  from  the  be- 
^  ginning. 

**  She  had  lain  already  three  days  in  her 
<*  coffin;  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day^ 
H  Q  ^*  wViev 
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"  when  (he  was  to  be  buried,  an  unknown 
"  perfon  came  to  the  caftle,  defiring  to  fee 
''  the  deceafed.  We  admitted  him.  He 
*'  was  drefled  in  black,  carrying  a  round 
''  hat  in  one  hand,  and  concealing  with 
'•  the  other  one  half  of  his  face  in  a  fcar- 
'^  let  cloak.  He  approached  the  deceafed, 
'^  viewed  her  for  fomc  time,  and  then  put 
''  his  mouth  clofc  to  hers.  Having  been 
''  about  three  minutes  in  this  lituation,  he 
•'  ftarted  fuddenly  up,  taking  her  by  the 
"  left  hand,  exclaiming:  '  Amelia!  Ame- 
*Mia!  Amelia!  rife!'    No  fooner  had  he 

«'  nri^nniir^i  rjj  thc  laft  WOiu,    thai!  the  *le- 
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^  up,  todkihg  ailieilfately  at  myfelf  and 
*«  1117  felk^  fenrants,  and  feeing  herfclf 
*«  in  a  coffin,  exclaimed  with  terror:  *  For 
^heaven's  lake,  where  am  I  ?* 

**  We  were  ftanding  around  her  for 
^^  (bme  time,  ftruck  dumb  with  amaze- 
*^  ment ;  looking  by  turns  at  the  Countefs 
•«  and  at  each  other,  none  of  us  daring  to 
"  come '  near  her.  Some  time  elapfed  be- 
*«  fore  we  tould  be  perfuaded  by  hier^^fcf- 
♦*  fing  prayers,  to  siffift  her  in  gettraj^out 
^^ofthecttteti. 

'««  The  firft  thing  ftie  diflred,  was  fome- 
<*  thing  to  eat  Ind  to  drink,  complaining 
<*  of  a  dreadful  hunger  and  thirft.  Hav- 
'•*  ing  fatisfied  her  appetite,  fhe  defired  us  . 
**  to  rfelite  tb  her  how  Ihe  had  corte  in  a 
*<«  coffin?  *the  hiftory  of  her  refufcitatioh 
««' filled 'hrfr  Wlth^Ohder  and  aftonifhmcnt. 
•*  When  ^e  enquired  how  fhe  did,  fhe  rc- 
«<  pKed  fhe  fotihd  herfelf  as  if  roufed  fud- 
**  dtfnly  from  a  profound  fleep,  and  as  well 
*«  as  ever. 

'  •«  That  very  night  fhe  enquired  after 

.••'f^il  Lordfhip;  I   Cbuld  give  her  no 

*  "^  DUicr  anfwer,  but  that  you  was  departed 
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a  for  *  *  ♦,  which  threw  her  intoprofound 

<<  meditation.     She  did  not  go  to  bed  all 

"  night  long." 

The  reft  of  the  letter  contains  nothing 
worth  notice.     It  is  (igned 

Francis  Palsski. 

The  intelligence  which  I  received  by 
this  letter,  was  an  additional  motive  to 
make  me  defirous  of  a  meeting  with  the 
Unknown.  I  fearched  him  in  every  direc- 
tion, many  miles  around  the  town ;  how- 
ever all  my  diligence  to  find  him  ottt;PM^ 
fruitlcfs.     One  evening  (it  was  late  and 
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out  of  my  hand  as  foon  as  I  faw  the  face 
of  my  antagonift.  I  fancied  I  faw  the 
deceafed  hufband  of  Amelia,  and  was 
feized  with  horror. 

The  rcfemblance  was  ftriking  to  the 
higheft  degree.  My  terror  did  not  allow 
me  for  fome  time  to  obferve,  that  my  pur- 
fuer  was  not  iefs  furprifed  at  my  coun- 
tenance than  I  was  at  his.  However, 
he  recovered  firft  from  his  aftonilhment 
and  begged  my  pardon,  in  a  manner 
which  difpelled  at  once  my  apprehen- 
fions.  "  I  have  miftaken  you  for  another 
"  pcrfon,"  he  added,  **  and  if  you  knew 
"  how  much  you  refemble  in  fize,  drefs, 
'*  and  every  thing,  a  man  who  has  done 
"  mc  the  greafteft  injury,  you  would 
**  readily  forgive  me  my  miftake." 

"  And  if  you  did  know"  I  replied, 
"  what  a  ftriking  refemblance  you  have 
"  to  a  deceafed  acquaintance  of  mine, 
"  you  will  cafily  be  able  to  account  for 
"  the  terror  in  which  your  appearance 
**  has  thrown  me." 

**  May  I  crave  the  name  of  your  ac- 
^  quaintance  ?" 
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"  O  yes  !  Count  de  Barbis/* 

««  Count  de  Barbis !  Impoflible  !  I  am 
•«  that  very  perfon  !" 

I  daggered  back  ! 

"  But  perhaps  you  may  have  known 
*'  my  deceafed  brother  ?'  he  added,  after 
a  long  paufc  of  aftonilhment. 

«  Not  perfonally,"  I  replied,  after  I 
had  recoUefted  myfelf  a  little,  '^  how- 
*'  ever,  I  have  feen  his  portrait,  and  the 
<^  Countefs  Amelia  has  told  me  fo  much 
*'  to  his  praife,  that  I  think  myfelf  very 
'^  happy  for  having  met  unexpeftedly 
"  fo  near  a  relation  of  that  worthy  man.** 
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a  cenaia  Barcl^lvhb  had  robbed  him  of 
the  heart  of  hit  miftrefs,  and  after  having 
debauched her^had  fuddenly difappeared 
and  forfaken  the  poor  mifguided  girl. 
"How  much  reafon  have  I"  he  added, 
♦'  to  praife  heaven  for  having  opened  my 
**  eyes  in  time  ;  for  I  certainly  would 
**  have  pierced  you. to  the  heart,  if  I  had 
**  not  perceived  my  miftake.'* 

At  the  door  dmy  houfe  he  took  leave 
of  me,  after  I  had  promifed  to  pay  him  a 
viHtthe  next  day. 

This  incident  had  fuq)rifed  me  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  I  could  not  help  relating 
it  ijiftantly  to  my  tutor,  as  foon  as  I 
entered  his  apartment.  He  fancied  the 
whole  matter  was  very  fufpicfcus,  and 
cautioned  me  to  be  on  my  guaid. 

When  I  went  to  the  Count's  hotel  the 
following  morning,  he  had  been  obliged 
to  go  but,  but  left  a  note  for  me,  by 
which  ^  I  was  defired  to  wait  a  few  mo- 
ments. I  was  (hewn  into  an  apartment 
where  I  experienced  a  moft  agreeable 
furprife  as  foon  as  I  had  entered  it.  Ame- 
lia's pi&ure^  which  hung  in  the  xpom,  was 
Ii6  iVi^ 
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the  firft  objeft  which  availed  my  ga^ng 
looks.  It  feetned  to  fmile  at  me,  and  was 
executed  with  admirable  tafte,  and  afto- 
nifhing  truth.  She  was  painted  in  a  loofe 
night-gown,  and  the  moft  beautiful  bofom 
which  ever  my  eyes  beheld,  was  half  un- 
covered. Her  auburn  hair  floated  down 
her  fhoulders  in  natural  trefles,  and  one 
part  of  it  encircled  her  lily-white  arm; 
the  fpirit  of  heavenly  love  was  difFufed 
over  her  face,  and  her  fparkling  eyes  dif- 
playcd  a  pure  celcftial  fire  which  re- 
kindled every  tender  feeling  of  former* 
times  of  blifs.     My  eyes  were  feafting  ir 
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tbat  I  had  promifed  more  than  I  fhould 

be  able  to  keep.  When  I  renounced  love 

for  ever,  I  fancied  Amelia  to  be  dead  ;  but 

now  I  knew  that  Ihe  was  alive,  and  her 

piQure  had  reproduced  in  my  imagination 

the  fwect  recoUeftion  of  all  the  happinefs 

paft  which  I  had  enjoyed  by  her  fide,  and 

made  me  anticipate  greater  pleafures  to 

come.     Heavens !  what  a  dreadfif  1  ftrug- 

glc.  "  No,  it  is  impoffible!**  I  exclaimed 

at  length. 

«*What    is  impoflible?**    The    Count 

♦  enquired  fmiling,  having  entered  the  apart- 
ment while  I  was  occupied  with  viewing 
the  pifture,  without  being  perceived  by 
me.  I  could  not  hide  my  confufion*  "  It 
^  is  not  poffible,**  faid  I,  at  length,  after  I 

had  recovered  as  much  as  poflible  from 
my  perplexity,  **  it  is  not  poffible  to  take 
^  a  likenefs  in  a  more  ftriking  manner."' 
He  feemed  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer. 

The  pifture  introduced  a  difcourfe  on 
the  original,  and  the  Count  pretended  not 
to  have  received  the  leaft  tidings  from  his 
filler  for  fix  months,  and  even  did  not 

*  know  the  prefent  place  of  her  abode.  Hf 
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esteemed  hiinfelf  happy  in  having  met  a 
perfon  \vho  could  give  him  a  fatisfaftory 
account  of  his  fifter-in-law,  and  I  com- 
municated to  him  what  I  knew  of  her 
fituation,  and  the  ftrange  adventure  at  the 
caftle.  He  was  very  much  furprifed 
when  I  told  him  that  the  lady  had  difclofed 
to  mc  a  part  of  her  hiftory,  and  that  Ihe 
would  have  communicated  to  me  the  reft, 
if  a  letter  from  my  father  had  not  obliged 
me  to  depart  fuddenly  from  the  caftle.  I 
rcqucftcdhim  to  let  me  know  the  reft,  and 
hearing  that  I  knew  already  fo  much  of  it, 
he  hcfitated  not  a  moment  to  fatisfy  my 
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young  girl,  if  one  poflefles  an  eminent 
{kill  in  that  feducing  art.  My  brother, 
who  had  been  charmed  with  Amelia  at 
firft  fight,  improved  the  propitious  oppor- 
tunity, and  before  the  mafquerade  was 
finiflied,  had  contraded  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  his  charmer;  which,  how- 
ever, was  carefully  concealed  from  her 
aunt.  He  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with 
the  houfe  of  her  relation,  and  in  a  Ihort 
time  was  fo  happy  as  to  convince  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  the  fincerity  of  his  love.  Her  aunt, 
not  fufpetling  their  growing  attachment, 
gave  him  frequent  invitations,  and  the 
love  of  my  brother  increafed  every  day. 

*'  Their happinefs was  uninterrupted, till 
Charles,  Amelias  brother,  paid  his  filler  a 
vifit.  My  brother fuffercd  himfelf  to  be  de- 
ceived by  the  fair  appearance  of  the  artful 
villain,  and  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  make 
him  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  his  heart. 
Giarles  pretended  to  be  extremely  plcaf- 
cd  with  my  brother's  paflion  for  his  fifter, 
vowed  eternal  fecrecy,  and  went  inftantly 
to  betray  him  to  his  aunt,  who,  however, 
vas  too  prudent  to  reproach  her  niece  on 

account 
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account  of  her  love,  blaming  her  only 
for  having  concealed  her  attachment  from 
a  relation  who  took  a  fincere  intereft  in 
her  happinefs.  The  two  lovers  were  con- 
fequently  confiderable  gainers  by  the 
treachery  of  the  perfidious  confidant,  and 
at  once  releafed  from  the  fetters  of  diffi- 
mulation.  However,  their  happinefs  was 
of  fhort  duration.  A  certain  Greeks  a 
beautiful  man,  of  about  thirty  years,  who 
on  account  of  the  fplendor  of  his  manner 
of  living,  and  his  immenfe  wealth,  had  at- 
trafted  the  notice  of  the  whole  town,  faw 
my  fifter-in-law,  and  was  fettered  by  her 


MAGICAL  DELUSION.  i^i 
prefents ;  they  were  rcjcftcd.  The  indif- 
ferencc  with  which  fhe  treated  her  new 
lover,  almoft  deprived  him  of  his  reafon« 
It  is  very  probable  that  Charles  acquainted 
him  with  the  caufe  of  his  cool  reception; 
for  one  day,  he  invited  my  brother  to  a 
fumptuous  dinner,  and  after  the  cloth 
was  removed,  led  him  into  a  clofet,  offer- 
ing a  million  of  livres  if  he  would  re- 
nounce Amelia  to  him.  My  brother  was 
highly  offended,  and  anfweredhis  rival  as 
he  dcferved.  The  latter  threw  himfelf 
'ibwn  at  liis  ^knees,  weqping,  and  con- 
juring my  brother,  who  remained  in- 
exorable. The  Greek,  feeing  his  rival 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  renounce 
Amelia,  ftarted  up  with  furious  rage,  and 
uttered  terrible  threats ;  but  neither 
prayers  nor  menaces  could  move  my  bro- 
ther in  his  favour. 

"  When  the  Greek  faw  at  length  that 
all  his  labour  was  loft,  he  begged  the 
Count  not  to  mention  that  incident  to 
Amelia,  and  having  received  a  promife  to 
that  purport,  left  him  to  himfelf.  My 
brother  flayed  not  a  minute  longer  in  the 

houfc 
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houfc  of  his  competitor,  and  went  home, 
but  from  that  day,  all  his  fteps  were  watch- 
ed by  hired  affaflins,  whom  he  cfcaped 
fcvcral  times  with  the  grcateft  rilk  of  his 
life. 

"  The  aunt  rcfolvcd  to  leave  the  town 
for  fomc  months,  and  to  go  to  a  country 
feat  about  five  leagues  didant,  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  the  frequent  importunate  vifits 
of  the  Greek,  which  began  to  be  vcty 
troublcfome  to  Amelia.  The  day  on 
which  they  intended  lo  depart  was  fixedf 
and  the  prepamtions  were  made  fo  fecret- 
ly,  and  with  fo  much  precaution,  that  it 
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ihe  middle  of  which  feven  mafkcd  men 
ruihed  out  of  a  thicket,  ftopped  the  horfes^ 
and  knocked ^the  coachman  down.  This 
done,  they  opened  the  coach,  forced 
Amelia  out  of  the  arms  of  her  aunt,  and 
haftened  away  with  their  trembling  prize. 
"  The  coachman  and  the  fcrvant  were 
roufed  from  their  fwoon  by  the  fc reams  of 
the  aunt,  but  the  robbers  were  already 
vaniihed  with  their  booty ;  neverthelefs 
ihe  infifted  upon  their  purfuing  the  virgin 
^Lidnappers.  Nothing  but  Charles's  re- 
peated remonftrances  that  fix  unarmed 
hands  would  be  of  little  ufe  againft  feven- 
ruffians  provided  with  arms,  could  per- 
fuadeherto  return  to  town,  and  to  implore 
theaffiftance  of  the  officers  of  police. 

•«  One  circumftance  threw  a  light  upttn 
the  whole  matter.  The  Greek  had  difop- 
pcalred,  And  it  was  n6t  difficult  to  gaefs 
in  whofe  power  Amelia  was.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  police  were  difpatched  in- 
ftantly,  and  the  refult  of  their  purfuit  was 
expefted  between  hope  and  fear. 

**  When  my  brother  heard  the  dreadful 
news  he  raved  like  a  madman,  got  upoa 
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his  horfe^  and  rode  away  ivith  the  fviA^ 
nefs  of  the  tempeft.  All  our  remon- 
ftrances  availed  nothing.  U  I  will  find 
*'  her,"  he  exclaimed,  **  even  if  Ihc 
^'  fhould  be  concealed  in  the  bowels  of 
*«  the  earth.'' 

"  Six  weeks  were  now  elapfed,  and  we 
had  heard  not  a  fyllable  of  him  nor  of 
Amelia*  Anxious  bodings  crowded  upon 
my  mind,  and  I  began  to  entertain  dread- 
ful apprehenfions.  At  length  I  received 
a  letter  at  the  end  of  the  feventh  week^ 
I  have  got  it  in  my  writing  deOc,  aim'if  ^ 
you  will  give  me  leavcj  I  will  read  it  to 
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*  After  I  had  taken  leave  of  you,  I  rode  * 
away  with  the  velocity  of  lightning,  hur- 
ried  on  by  a  prefentiment  which  told  me 
"thou  fhalt  find  Amelia!'*  This  fecret 
foreboding  made  me  difregard  every  fa- 
tigue and  danger.  On  the  fourth  day 
after  my  departure,  I  was  fo  happy  as  to 
trace  out  the  courfe  which  the  robbers 
had  taken  :  I  purfued  them  like  a  mad- 
man, firmly  determined  to  refcue  Amelia 
from  their  fangs  at  the  peril  of  my  life* 
On  the  fixth  day  I  loft  every  trace,  rode 
eight  days  more  at  random  from  one  place 
to  the  other,  and  at  length  arrived  at  ♦♦♦, 
entirely  fpent  with  fatigue,  and  deftitute 
of  every  hope. 

*  The  great  fatigue  which  I  had  under- 
gone, and  the  diftrafted  ftate  of  my  mind, 
confined  me  above  twelve  days  to  my 
bed,  and  the  lofs  of  fo  much  time  depriv- 
ed me  of  all  hope  ever  to  trace  out  again 
my  dear  Amelia.  I  was  almoft  weary  of 
life,  and  many  black  and  tormenting 
thoughts  haunted^me  conftantly. 

'  On  the  day  of  All  Souls  I  happened 

topafs  a  church-yard  during  the  aftcr- 

itbfe.  moon 
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noon  fervice,  and  was  tempted  by  the 
great  multitude  flocking  to  the  church, 
to  enter  it.  I  fat  down  in  a  corner,  wrap- 
ped myfclf  in  my  cloak,  and  abandoned 
mylllf  to  the  wild  flights  of  my  diforder- 
ed  fancy.  A  dreadful  howling  roiifed  me 
from  my  meditations ;  it  was  the  fermon. 
The  pater  wlio  delivered  it  poflefled  the 
art  of  ]>rcciching  his  auditors  into  a  pro- 
found deep,  and  I  foon  experienced  the 
fomnifcrous  power  of  his  voice.  When 
I  awoke  I  faw  neither  preacher  nor  hear- 
ers. The  church  was  empty,  and  an  aw- 
ful ftillncfs  reigned  around.     After. many 
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difguft  to  hb  perfim,  anil  diui  had  rouCed 
his  anger  and  refentmeni  iniuch  a  man* 
mer  that  he  had  vowed  to  facrifice  her  to 
his  hry.  <^  If  I  cannot  enjoy  thee,**  the 
favage  excUimed,  <'  then  nobody  cftfe 
^^fhalL"-  vC4  The  reft  ((he  added)  you 
""know."' 

^  I  am  now  widi  Amelia,  on  the  road  to 
her  mother,  of  whom  I  'fliail  defire  her  in 
marriage.     Do  me  the  favour  to  deliver 
the  enclofed  letter  to  her  aunt;  it  is  from 
Amelia,  and  contains  a  full  account  of  her 
.  fufferings,  along  with  the  reafons  which 
prevent  her  from  returning  to  her.    Fare- 
well 1  you  fhall  foon  hear  again  from  mel* 
'   The  Count  had  fcarcely  done  reading 
ihe  letter  when  company  was  announced. 
A  game  at  Faco  was  propofed,  I  fuffered 
myfelf  to  be  perfuaded  to  be  of  the  party, 
and  loft  almoft  all  my  money.     On  my 
return  to  ourtniv  I  niet  the  Unknoion^  who 
(eemed  to  have  been  fent  by  heaven  to  my 
relief.     I  was  going  to  relatie  to  him  my 
difagrecable  fituation;   however  he  did 
not  fuffer  me  to  go  on,  telling  mc,  "  1 
know  what  you  want,  come   to-n^ortow 
J  2  uv^\V 
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night  to  the  veil  known  fpot  by  the  fide 
of  the  river,  and  your  difficulties  ihaU 
be  removed.'*    So  faying,  he  left  me. 

My  joy  at  this  happy  meeting  was  un- 
bounded, and  I  repaired  to  the  appointed 
place  at  eight  o'clock  the  following  night; 
however  I  waited  till  eleven  o'clock, 
before  the  Unknown  joined  me.  I  was 
juft  confidering  whether  I  fhould  go  or 
wait  a  little  longer  for  him,  when  he 
fhowcd  himfelf  at  a  diftance,  like  an  appa* 
rition.  He  beckoned  to  me,  and  I  fol« 
lowed  him.  He  led  me  on  unbeaten  pathSf 
along  a  hill  which  we  at  length  afcended. 
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The  Unhmn  gave  me  a  dark  lanthom, 
and  an  ebony  wand,  adding,  ^  take  this 
'^  wand,  it  will  be  your  proteBor  in  dan* 
•*  gcrs.  Whatever  you  may  meet  on  your 
*'  way,  touch  it  with  your  wand,  and  no 
"  hann  will  befall  you.  You  will  fee 
"  many  things  which  will  attrafl  your  cu- 
**  riofity,  but  do  not  ftoo.  nor  examine 
**  them.  Purfue  your  w^ quickly,  and 
"  you  will  come  into  a  fpacious  hall,  where 
"  you  will  find  a  fleeping  virgin,  whom 
"  you  muft  touch  with  the  wand,  and  then 
**  you  may  take  the  diamond  pin,  which  is 
"  in  her  hair.  When  you  have  taken  pof- 
"  fciCon  of  that  jewel,  you  may  return; 
*•  1  fhall  expcft  you  here."  So  faying,  he 
led  mc  into  the  ruinous  building,  opened 
a  trap-door,  and  I  began  to  dcfcend.  The 
noife  with  which  the  trap-door  was  fhut, 
thrilled  my  heart;  I  fancied  I  defcended 
into  my  grave.  Having  reached  the 
fcventh  ftep,  I  ftopped  and  deliberated 
whether  I  (hould  proceed  farther.  It  was 
not  want  of  courage  that  made  me  hcfi- 
late,  for  I  think  I  have  proved  more  than 
once,  that  I  am  no  coward;  however,  it 
feemed  as  if  fome  invifiblc  power  kept  mc 
J  3  £o' 


174  THE   VICTIM   OF 

forcibly  back.  I  looked  into  the  abyft, 
from  vhich  a  cloud  of  duft  and  mould 
ieemed  rifing  up,  and  an  undefcribable 
dreadful  anxiety  ftraitened  my  breaft.  I 
ftruggled  for  fome  time  v^kh  myfclf,  not 
knowing  what  I  fliould  do,  but  fodn  rouf- 
cd  my  drooping  fpirits  by  the  reflexion, 
how  difgraccful  it  would  be  to  me  if  I 
Ibould  return  to  the  Unknown j  without 
having  executed  my  deiign,  and  was  going 
to  proceed;  however,  the  anxiety  which 
leizcd  me  with  additional  force,  made  me 
foon  ilep  back.  I  do  not  know  what  I 
llipuld  have  determined  upon  at  lall,   if 
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«jres  behold  1  I  fancied  I  faw  fome  magic 
delufion.     The  firft  objed  which  my  eye< 
met,  tras  Count  fiarbis  and  my  tutor,  who 
lan  fa  clafp  me  in  their  arms  as  foon  as  I 
appeared.      However,  my  firft  aftoniOi- 
aent  foon  gave  room  to  a  fecond  and 
gieater  one.     Four  conftables  had  taken 
hold  of  the  Unhumn^  and  were  going  to 
tie  his  hands  and  feet.     He  feemed  en- 
tirely unconcerned,  and  fuffered  himfelf 
to  be  fettered  with  the  noble  fcom  of  a 
lion,  who  is  bound  with  cords.     At  length 
he  turned  towards  me :  <^  Afcribe  it,**  faid 
he,  ^  to  your  irrefolution,  that  you  have 
•*  not  got  what  you  wanted."     *'  Away 
<^with  him  I**  the  Count  exclaimed  in  a 
thundering  accent — ^<  lead  the  impoftor 
•*  to  the  dungeon !"     The  Unknown  darted 
a  kx>k  of  annihilation  at  the  Count,  with- 
out   vouchlafing  to  return  an    anfwer. 
When  he  was  going  to  be  led  away 'by  the 
conftables,  he  addreiTed  me  once  more* 
« Farewell !    my    Lord,"  faid  he,    "  at 
"  ♦  ♦  ♦  n,   I  (hall  fee  you  again."     The 
place  which  he  had  named,  was  above 
three  hundred  leagues  diftant. 

li  ^*TYi\% 
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"  This  time,"  the  Count  called  oufc* 
after  him,  "  thy-  prophecy  may  prove 
'•  falfe,  for  the  hand  of  the  hangman  ytiil. 
'*  quickly  ftop  thee  for  ever  in  thy  diabo-^ 
<*  Ileal  career." 

I  was  riveted  to  the  ground,  and  every 
power  of  refleftion  feemed  fufpended. 
My  tutor  took  me  by  the  hand  and  en- 
treated  mc  to  follow  him,  *^  Comt  T 
faidhe,  "  and  thank  this  worthy  man  for* 
**  his  having  delivered  you  from  the  fangs 
*'of  an  infernal  impoftor." 

'^  An  mpcjlor  .^"  I  replied,  ftill  feix* 
ed  with  wonder  and  aRoniihiiient. 
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I  interrupted  him  with  fwelling  anger  i 
^^  Count,  I  know  what  you  are  going  to 
*'  fay ;  but  I  beg  you  will  not  uke  too 
"  much  liberty  with  me ;  if  the  man 
^  proves  an  impoft'or,  I  certainly  (hall  be 
"  very  thankful  to  you ;  hut  till  then,  you 
^^  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  bear  with  my 
"  incredulity.** 

"  By  God  this  is  too  much  I"  my  tutof 
exclaimed,  ^^  what  foolifh  del u (ion  has 
"fettered  your  heart  to  this  villain  ?" 

"  Dclufion  !— do  you  not  dwe  your  life 
**  to  this  very  villain  ?  or  was  the  poniard 
^  which  was  painted  at  your  heart,  and 
^  guarded  off  by  that  villain  alfo,  a  mere 
"delufionr 

"  One  good  aQion  is  no  proof  of  honefty 
"and  virtue;  and,  befides  one  can  fave 
^  the  life  of  a  perfon  with  a  very  villsun- 
Vousview." 

^*  Ox  was  it  alfo  a  foolifli  delufion  tha|^ 
•^when  I  lately  plunged  into  the  riveii 
^this  very  villain  faved  my  life,  which 
"  then  could  be  prcferved  only  by  a  kind 
•*  of  miracle  ?' 

J*  How  r  my  tutor  exclaimed,  with  afto* 


17S  THE    VICTIM   OF 

^^  nifhment,  your  life  has  been  in  danger, 
*'  and  you  have  concealed  it  from  me  ?** 

<'  Why  fhould  I  have  acquainted  you 
(^  with  an  incident^  the  relation  of  which 
"  would  have  terrified  you,  and  covered 
*(  me  with  blufbes,  without  anfwering  any 
**  purpofe  ?  But  now,  as  the  honour  of  mj 
(<  unknown  benefa£lor  is  at  ftakei  I  can- 
•*  not  keep  it  fecret  any  longer."'      ^. 

"  You  fell  into  the  river  ?  Merciful 
«  God !" 

"  Through — carelefihefe.  I  wa»  walk- 
«*  ing  one  evening,  by  myfelf,clofe  by  the 
«'  fide  of  the  river: — Being  immecfedis 
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^  I  had  already  loft  all  power  of  recol- 
^  leflion,  and  when  I  recovered  the  ufe  oF 
^  my  fenfes  I  found  myfelf  in  the  arms  of 
^ — ^the  villain  whom  you  have  fent  to 
••  prifon.^ 

^  Come,  Count,"  my  tutor  exclaimed^ 
«« for  God*s  fake  comer 

«  Whither.- 

M  How  can  you  a(k  ?  to  fave  a  man  to 

*  whom  wc  owe  two  lives.** 

^^  But  you  don't  confider,  that  this- 
^  adion  is  not  fufficient  to  prove  his  inno- 
^  cenceT  and  that  he,  neverthelefs,  may 
•^bcattimpoftor." 

^  Here  i^  nothing  to  confider,  except 
^  that  he  has  a£ted  in  a  noble  manner, 
^widvrefped  to  myfelf  and  my  pupil,  and 
^  confequently  has  a  juil  claim  to  our 
•♦gratitude.** 

•  «*Aaed  in  a  noble  manner  ?^— Even 
^two  good  a£^ons  are  no  proofs  of  hos> 
H.nefty  and  virtue,  and  befides,  one  may 
•*  lave  the  lives  of  two  perfons  for  a  very 
•*  villainous  purpofe.** 

^  Then  you  will  not  go  with  us,**  I  ex* 
claimed  with,  warmth,  **-Come!"  takm^ 
My  tutor  by  the  arm^  ^^  don't  let  us  vf a&^ 
16 
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^^  fo  much  time  with  ufelefs  talk ;  the  life 
^*  of  our  benefafior  is  at  ftake," 

*'  Well,  go,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  have 
*fa  ufelefs  walk,"  the  Count  refumed. 
'«  Do  you  think  juftice  will  be  fo  partial 
^^  in  this  country  as  to  pardon  a  criminal 
"  bccaufe  he  has  been  ferviceable  ta 
♦'  you  ?" 

*'  You  are  right,**  my  tutor  replied^  af- 
ter fome  refleftion.  *'  This  time  my  old 
"  head  has  been  mifguided  again  by  my 
«  heart." 

We  were  now  arrived  at  the  hotel 
of  the    Count,      He    took    leave 
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who  feemed  dcTfirous  to  roufe  it,  in  order 
to  juftify  his  behaviour  towards  the  £//r- 
hiown  and  the  Count,  endeavoured  to 
nnfeal  my  lips  by  repeated  reproaches  on 
account  of  my  careleffhefs,  my  rcferved- 
nefs,  &c.  &c.  however  I  returned  very 
&ort  and  dry  anfwers,  wiihed  him  a  good . 
night  and  went  to  bed. 

I  flcpt  very  uneafy,  my  Deep  being  in- 
terrupted by  horrid  dreams.  I  got  up' 
early  ;  an  unaccountable  reftleffnefs  drove 
me  out  of  the  houfe,  and  I  rode  to  the 
Count.  He  was  juft  going  out,  and  fur- 
prifed  at  my  early  vifit. 

^  Can  you  fpare  me  a  few  minutes^ 
**  Count  r 

^  As  many  as  you  wifh];  in  what  can  I 
•*  fervc  you  ?" 

**  You  have  calumniated  yefterday,  a 
^  man  who  is  dear  to  me." 

^«  I  have,  if  fpeaking  truth  can  be  cal-t 
^  led  calumniating.** 

•*  You  have  called  him  an  impoftor.'* 

**  I  did  ;  and  I  am  ready  to  maintaia 
♦♦  my  aflcrtion." 

**  With  the  fword  too  T  --  . 
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«Certainlyr  * 

^^  Then  be  fo  kind  as  to  Cake  a  ride 
«*  with  me  into  the  fields.** 

^^  Why  take  fo  much  paint?  cair  ve 
^  not  decide  the  matter  hercP* 

We  unlheathed  oar  fwords; 

^«  Stop  only  one  mcmieit,**  die  Count 
exclaimed,  <^  will  you  ratt^iiwiMrftrft  my  jot- 
<^  tificacioiT  ?  perhaps  "yoft  may  change 
w  your  mindr" 

<«  A  perhaps  has  no  weight  with  me,  if 
M  the  honour  of  a  friend  is  at  ftake !  Lea 
•*  us  come  to  the  point !" 

I  muft  remark  here,  that  in  my  natTvc*  ' 
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common  fencer.  But  foon  I  experienced 
more  than  that,  being  difanned  after  the 
firft  fix  turns. 

The  Count  wanted  to  (hake  hands  with 
me.  **  One  turn  more  !**  I  exclaimed, 
taking  up  my  rapier.  He  ftepped  back 
with  uncommon  cpolnefs,  and  waited  my 
ttuck.  Bf^^y/I^t  nor  furprifing  turn 
facceeded.  Prc^hndly  (killed  in  every 
art  of  fencing,  he  parried  with  iincommon 
eafe  and  dexterity  every  onfet,  though 
planned  ever  fo  fubtle.  This  fired  my 
ambition  to  the  higheft  degrcfe ;  the  burn- 
ing defire  to  fatiate  my  thirft  for  revenge, 
and  to  conquer  fuch  a  mafter  in  fencing, 
made  me  exert  all  my  ftrength.  Vain  en.- 
d^avour  L  I  could  as  ea(ily  have  wounded 
the  incorporeal  air,  as  I  was  able  to  lirike 
a  blow  at  my  antagonift^ 

*'  You  fee,"  the  Count  faid  fmiling, 
**  that  my  blade  poffcffes  a  magic  charm 
"  which  repulfes  irrefiftibly  the  point 
•*  of  your  fword.  Let  us  make  up  the 
^  matter •*• 

I  tookthefe  words  for  raillery,  exclaim- 
ing in  an  accent  of  frantic  fury — **  0"« 
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l«  turn  more,  perhaps  I  may  difpel  the 
*^  charm !"  I  fought  now  with  additional 
rage,  becaufe  my  pride  was  nettled,— 
Seeing  that  all  my  efforts  of  wounding  the 
Count  proved  abortive,  my  rage  increaf- 
ed,  and  I  riflved  feveral  defperate  at- 
tempts. "  Take  care,"  the  Count  ex- 
claimed, "  you  are  off  your  guard."  This 
remark,  and  his  uncommon  coolnefs,  (for 
heafted  only  on  the  defenfive)  rendered  me 
almoft  mad.  "  I  or  you  !"  I  exclaimed. 
«'  Neither  you  nor  I !"  was  his  reply.  He 
pronounced  thefe  words  with  fo  much 
felf-confidence,  that  1  could  not  doubt  his 
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He  embxaced  me  with  the  warmed  cor-^ 

^ality.    <^  I  have  fought  many  duels^.  I 

addedy  ^  but  1  have  never  met  with  fucb 

^  an  antagonift.    I  muft  confcfs  you  are 

•*  my  maftcr." 

"  And  I  am  proud,**  was  his  reply,  «  of 
having  regained  by  my  fword,  a  friend 
whom  I  had  loft  by  an  a£Uon  to  which 
the  fincereft  affedionj  had  prompted 
me." 

*^  Let  me  heiar  the  particulars  of  that 
ftrange  incident ;  I  am  defirous  to  know 
your  charges  againft  the  Unknown^  and 
ftill  more  fo  to  hear  how  you  happened 
10  deliver  me  from  his  power.'^ 

<«  Is  it  poffible  your  tutor  ihould  not 
have  told  it  you  already," 

*•  He  wanted  to  do  it  yeftcrday,  but  I 
would  not  liften  to  him/' 
•*  Now  I  conceive— 
**  How  could  I  challenge  you  ?  I  muft 
confefs  I  did  wrong  that  I  would  not 
liften  to  your  juftification,  and  1  hope 
you  will  excufe  and  forgive  it.  Let 
me  now  hear  what  you  have  to  fay.** 

"  The  day  before  you  vifited  me  iVve 
JaJl  tjwcy  your  tutor,  came  to  my  Vvoufe^ 
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pretending  you  had  faid  fo  ameli  ^^"^%P 
praife  that  he  conld  nor  kmger  refift^  ttdi^' 
defire  of  being  bett«T  accfuainied  witti  4m$ 
The  firft  ref^)ro€al  compMnienia  iMii^ 
over,  we  happened  to  difcburfe  tM  ftiBii 
Yotir  tutor  afked  me  when  you  Ifud^bcteii 
with  me  the  lall  time?  I  named  &^  iiaqri^ 
he  fliook  his  head,and  fumed  the  dHbowfif 
upon  another  fubjed.  I  foon  Mcasfer 
fenfible  that  my  new  acquaintance  wir^ 
man  of  an  excellent  underflanding,  afaiMl  a 
moft  amiable  difpofition  of  heart;  as^^oli^ 
(erved  with  fweet  pleafure  that  I  ftentd 
indifFerent  to  him.  Our  dif- 
immatcd^  warm 
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*  lent  promifing  young  man,  of  whom  I 

*  have  reafon  to  be  proud.     What  a  hap- 

*  py  profpcft  does  he  afford  |  his  country, 
'  which   will  reap  one  time  the  fruits  of 

*  the  bloflbm  which  my  eye  beholds  at 
«  prelent  with  filent  fatisfaftion.' 

^  In  this  drain  he  continued  to  fpealc 
a  good  whilcv — ^But  you  pay  no  attention 
to  what  I  am  laying!" 

^  I  am  all  attention,  be  fo  kind  as  to 
go  on !" 

*  However  thofe  endowments  of  mind/ 
your  tutor  continued,  ^  which  I  law  bud 
<  with  fo  much  pleafure,  and  improved 
^  and  nu  rfed  with  fo  much  care  t  his 
'  burning  third  for  knowledge,  his  fond* 

*  nefs  for  whatever  is   fingular  and  un- 

*  common,  his  fenfible  heart  and  glowing 

*  fancy — thefe  excellent  qualities  begin 

*  now  to  take  a  turn  which  has  caufed  me 

*  many  gloomy  days,  and  many  nights  of 
'filent  forrow,** 

*  All  this  has  my  tutor  told. you  ?** 

"  Let  me  proceed!**    *  If  you  viU  pro- 

*  mife  me  to  keep  it  to  yourrdf,*  he  con- 
tinued, *  I  will  difclofe  to  fyou  an  iacir 
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*  dent  which  will  enable  you  to  judge  of 
^  the  dangerous   turn    the  mind  of  this 

*  young  man  has  taken.' 

*'  Having  promilcd  upon -my  honour 
to  be  difcrcet,  he  related  to  me  your  ad- 
ventures with  the  Unknown.  When  he 
had  finilhed  his  relation,  he  looked  at  me 
for  fome  time,  gloomy  and  filently ;  then 
he  took  me  by  the  hand  and  faid,  '  Count, 

*  I  have  communicated  to  you  all  that  I 
'  know  of  the  matter ;  however,  I  fear  I 

*  do  not  know  all ;  a  filent  apprehcnfion 
'  tells  me  that  he  continues  his  corinec^ 
<  tion^  with  that  dangerous  man  without 
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it  to  him  vithout  delay^  An  accident 
ttKabiedme  fooner  than  I  had  expc3ed  to 
return  his  confidence  tn  me/' 

^  Indeed.  I  am  curious  to  know  what 
accident  this  was  !** 

«  A  member  of  the  government  of  thifc 
town,  Mr.  Alvarez,  whom  you  faw  th^ 
day  before  yefterday  at  my  houfe,  and 
wao  left  it  before  you,  law,  when  ftepping 
out  of  the  door,  A  man  wrapt  in  a  purple 
doak  hovering  around  the  houfe,  as  if  he 
had  feme  finifter  deiign.  My  friend,  who 
thought  it  very  fufpicious,  pretended  not 
to  have  noticed  him,  and  went  about  fixty 
fteps  farther,  concealinghimfelf  in  aplace 
whire  the  light  of  the  moon  enabled  him 
to  obferve  the  fufpicious  lurker,  without 
being  feen  by  him.  Soon  after  you  left 
the  houfe  too,  and  the  man  in  the  purple 
cloak  followed  you.  My  friend,  feeing 
you  enter  into  a  conversation  with  him, 
concluded  he  was  an  acquaintance  of 
yours  who  had  waited  for  you,  and  wai 
going  to  purfue  his  way,  but  you  were 
then  fo  clofe  by  the  place  where  he  was 
concealed  that  he  could  not  leave  it  with 

proprielY% 


♦^  and  you  Ihall  find  alliltancc. 
words,  and  the  accent  with  w1 
were  pronounced,  (truck  my  fr 
fancied  he  knew  the  voice,  and  • 
hi*  countenance  as  well  as  his 
permitted  it.  He  recollefted  his 
only  his  long  white  beard  made 
late  a  little  at  firft.  However, 
difguife  could  not  conceal  him 
was  foon  convinced  that  this  ms 
fame  perfon  whom  he  had  kn< 
years  pad  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  f 
memory  had  been  dfecpfy  etagrai 
mind  by  a  mod  remarkable  incv 
friend,  being  fpurred  by  wh; 
heard  and  fecn,  returned  inftar 
mc  into  whofe  hands  you  had  fs 
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tt  The  incident!" — I  exclaimed— .«  the 
*^  incident!  or  dare  I  not  know  it?" 

«^  The  gratification  of  your  curiofity 
fliall  be  your  punifliment!''  the  Count  re* 
fumed  fmiling,  after  a  (hort  paufe :  <<  it 
will  flatter  your  pride  very  little  when 
you  flxall  hear  what  a  wretch  the  man  i$ 
for  whom  you  drew  your  fword  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  ago.** 

<^  I  certainly  (hall  fight  you  with  pif- 
\o\$i*  I  replied,  **  if  you  don't  come  fooa 
to  the  point.** 

^  My  friend  embarked  about  twelve 
years  ago  for  the  Eaft-Indies,  forced  by 
firefs  of  fortune,  in  order  to  improve  his 
fituation.    He  had  been  recommended  to 
one  Finaldi,  a  banker  of  immenfe  pro- 
perty.     Being  provided  with  letters  of 
recommendation  from  the  beft  houfes,  he 
was  received  in  his  counting-houfe  with- 
out the  leaft  hefiution,  and  under  very 
advanugeous  conditions.    His  great  abili- 
tics  and  his   uncommon  diligence  foon 
gained  him  the  favour  of  Finaldi,  and  he 
had  every  reafon  to  expeft  to  make  his 
fortune.     A  ftrangc  adventure  raifed  hia 
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fanguine  expe£bitions  ftill  higher.  One 
evening  when  he  was  fitting  in  his  room 
quite  alone  overlooking  his  accounts^  a 
black  flave  entered  his  apartment,  giving 
him  a  note.  He  opened  it,  and  read  the 
following  words :  "  If  thou  canft  return 
love  for  love  and  keep  filence,  then  fix  a 
place  where  the  bearer  may  find  thee  at 
midnight.  Follow  him  whitherfoevcr  he 
fliall  condu6l  thee,  and  fear  nothing.  A 
loving  heart  and  a  fweet  reward  are  awaits 
ing  thee." 

"  My  friend  perufed  the  note  more 
than  Four  times  without  knowing  what  u 
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Ibive  reihained  filent,  putting  his  hand 
upon  his  lips*     ^^  Tell  me,  whither  art 
C6  thou   conducing   me?**      The    black 
beckoned  to  follow  him  filently.      My 
friend  followed  with  anxiqus  expc£lation. 
**  A  high  wall  (topped  their   courre* 
«<  Afcend   the  ladder  1"    the  flave  faid. 
My  friend  climbed  up  the  ladder,  and 
defcended  into  a  garden  of  great  extent 
ahd  fplendor.     ^'  Take  a  turn  in   this 
pdlm  grove  till  I  come  back/'    So  faying, 
hfe  left  my  friend.     After  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  he  returned  and  bade  my  friend  fol- 
low him.    They  entered  a  fmall  gate,  and 
arrived  at  lad,  over  a  narrow  and  dark 
ftair^aie,  in  a  paffage  which  was  lighted 
by  afe>«r  lamps;  there  the  black  (lopped, 
beating  the  door  twice  with  his  foot.     A 
door  was  thrown  open,  and  a  fweet  aro- 
matic odor  evaporated  from  a  dark  apart- 
ment.    The  <Jave  puflicd  my  friend  in 
the  room,  ari<l  (hut  tlic  door  upon  him. 
My  friend  grc^ped  in  the  dark;  a  fmall 
foft  hand  took  hold  of  his,  and  a  bar 
monious  female  voice  whifpcrcd  in  his 
car,  "  Come,  and  fear  nothing/'     H\s 
Vox,  L  K  \\\v\[\h\z 
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invifible  coiidudrefs  led  him  foftly  along; 
and  fuddenly  a  filken  curtain  was  drawn 
open;  a  fplendid  apartment  illuminaicd ' 
with  numberlefs  torches,  and  a  velvet 
couch  upon  which  a  heavenly  female  fi- 
gure was  repofing,  prefented  themfelvet 
to  the  gazing  looks  ot.  my  aftonifhed 
friend.  ^^  Come  nearer^  charming  Euro- 
pean,*'  lifped  the  crimfq^ing  fair  one, 
^^  but  take  care  not  to  treffiafs  the  laws  of 
modefty ;  for  at  the  firft  fignal  my  people 
will  rufh  into  the  room  and  kill  thee.** 
Then  the  beautiful  Indian  told  him, 
that  {he  had  fcen  him  accidentally,  had 
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Here  I  ftarted  up  from  my  chair,  ex- 
claiming, "  Count,  do  you  keep  your 
word  thus  ?  You  have  promifed  to  relate 
to  me  the  adventure  with  the  Unknown^ 
and  you  give/rae  the  romance  of  your 
friend,  with  all  the  particulars." 

*«  I  Ihall  foon  have  done !"  refumed 
the  Count,  who.feemed  to  be  determined 
to  be  reveng)e»iL  on  my  patience  for  my 
challenge.    ^  *^. 

*'  I  need  not  tell  you,"  thus  he  rcfumcd, 
**  that  my  friend  accepted  with  rapture 
the  offer  of  the  beautiful  Indian,  and  that 
the  damfel  exerted  every  power  of  pcr- 
iuafion  to  get  the  confent  of  her  mother, 
her  father  being  dead  fome  years.  For- 
tune feemed  indeed  to  favour  the  two 
lovers.  The  greatcft  obftacles  were  al- 
ready removed,  the  mother  began  to  liften 
with  patience  to  the  arguments  of  her 
daughter,  apd  the  latter  furrendered  with- 
dbt  referve,  \o  the  tendernefs  of  her  pre- 
fumed  hulband,  when  an  unexpefted  clap 
of  thunder  deftroycd  every  hope  of  fu- 
ture happinefs;  and  a  dreadful  blow  ruin- 
ed my  friend  for  ever.  A  rich  Irijhman^ 
K  2  \j\vo 
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vbo  was  gone  to  the  £aft-Indics  half  a 
year  before 'my  friend  went,  and  lived  in 
a  fplendid  manner,  fent  one  morning  a 
fcrvant  to  the  banker,  with  the  intelli- 
gence that  he  was  going  on  board  of  a 
fhip  to  undertake  a  long  journey,  defiHng, 
at  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Finaldi  to  remit 
him  without  delay  the  fum  which  he  had 
cntrufted  to  his  care.  The  bankier  was 
certain  that  he  never  had  received  money 
from  the  Irijhman^  and  told  his  fervant  to 
inform  his  matter  he  was  very  much  mif- 
taken,  for  he  never  had  received  a  far- 
thing from  him,  much  lefs  the  fum  of 
con! 
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bccaufe  he  was  going  on  a  long  voyage^ 
but  the  banker  denied  having  received 
any  money,  and  as  his  departure  could 
not  be  delayed,  he  defired  to  have  a 
fearch  warrant.  He  added  at  the  fame 
time,  that  if  the  banker  .fliould  have  re- 
moved his  money,  the  officers  of  police 
would  perhaps  find  the  letter  fealed  with 
a  fcal,  which  he  produced,  and  fent  by 
him  to  Finaldi  along  with  the  money  in 
queftion.  So  faying,  he  gave  to  the  judge 
a  copy  of  his  letter,  and  a  lift  of  the  dif- 
ferent numbers  with  which  the  bags  were 
marked,  offering  to  wait  meanwhile  at  the 
office,  in  order  to  be  refponfible  for  every 
tiling,  if  neither  money  nor  letter  fliould 
be  found,  and  then  to  prove  his  demand 
in  a  more  convincing  manner.  The  judge 
could  not  refufe  granting  the  requeft;  he 
went  along  with  fomc  officers  of  the  po- 
lice to  the  houfe  of  the  banker,  requelt- 
img  him  to  deliver  to  him  the  money  of 
ihe  Irifljman  without  delay,  ftiewing  him 
at  the  fame  time  the  copy  of  the  lettcri 
and  enquiring  whether  he  had  not  re- 
ceived the  original  ?  However,  whca 
K  3  ¥\t\vi\^\ 
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Finaldi  protefted  he  had  never  feen  fach 
a  letter,  he  was  informed  that  his  houfe 
and  writings  would  be  fearched.  Fi- 
naldi fubmitted  very  cheerfully  to  it,  and 
went  himfeir  with  the  judge  into  the  firft 
floor,  opening  the  repofitory  and  the 
cherts  in  which  he  kept  his  money  and 
bills,  of  exchange.  The  banker  faw,  with 
the  greateft  equanimity,  the  judge  take  a 
note  out  of  his  pocket,  and  compare  with 
it  the  marked  bags.  The  judge  difco- 
vcred  very  ealily  thofe  which  were  marked 
with  the  numbers  mentioned  by  the  Iri(h- 
man,  and  fealed  with  his  own  feal.  The 
letter^  a  copy  of  which  had  been  given  to 
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tcnahce  as  pale  as  afhcs.  After  a  long 
paufe  of  horror,  he  fwor^  at  length  by  the 
living  God,  he  knew  not  how  the  feal  and 
the  letter  could  have  been  put  upon  the 
bags,  protefting  again  and  again,  that  the 
money  waj  his  property.  However,  his 
pretended  ignorance  appeared  to  the  judge 
an  additional  proof  of  the  banker*s  crime, 
and  be  was  obliged  to  fuffer  his  money  to 
be  carried  away,  and  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  Irifliman,  who  received  it 
with  the  folemn  decflaration  that  he  would 
,  return  very  foon  and  formally  profecute 
the  banker  for  fraud,  and  fct  (ail  that  very 
hour, 

"  And  this  Irifbman  ?  ' — 
**  Pray  let  me  finifti  my  narration. — On 
the  evening  of  that  very  day,  ayoungman  .. 
with  whom  my  friend  was  very  intimate, 
came  in  his  room,  with  evident  figns  of 
the  grcated  conftcrnation.  "  Make 
hafte,  make  haftc,  my  dear  friend,'*  tfe  ex- 
claimed with  a  trembling  voice,  *•  and 
fave  thyfclfl  Finaldi  is  in  the  greateft 
fury;  he  has  been  informed — God  knows 
by  what  traitor — that  you  have  been  out 
(  K  4 '  ol 
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of  the  houfe  laft  night,  and  returnecT fome  • 
hours  after  midnight.  He  is  firmly  con- 
vinced that  you  muft  have  been  privy  to 
the  fraud  of  the  Irifliman,  and  betrayed 
him  in  the  night.  For  heaven*s  ■  fakc^ 
don't  dcfitate  a  moment!  Make  hafte  to 
fave  yourfelf  by  flight;  every  moment 
threatens  to  be  fatal  to  you;  you  arc  be* 
fet  by  Finaldi's  fpies,  all  your  Heps  are 
Avatched ;  difguife  yourfelf,  and  flee  as  far 
as  you  can.** 

My  friend  being  confcious  of  his  in- 
nocence, was  determined  to  ftay.  His 
nofturnal  ablcnce  had  been  occafiontd  by  ■ 


WAG  I  CA.L  DELUSION.  201  _ 

pate  you  ?  Are  not  appearances  entirely 
againft  you?  No  one  except  yourfclf 
and  Finaldi  keeps  the  keys  to  the  apart- 
ments, repofitories  and  chefts  which  con- 
tain the  money  and  the  papers;  confe. 
qucntly,  nobody  but  yourfelf,  or  the  per- 
fon  with  whom  you  were  connefted,  can 
have  defrauded  the  banker."  "  O  God  !'* 
exclaimed  my  friend  with  defpair,  "  I  am 
mined !  fave  me !  whither  fhall  I  flee  ?** 
••  In  the  armsof  friendlhip!"  his  confidant 
replied.  "  Come!  I  will  procure  you  a 
temporaiy  afylum  againft  the  fpics  of  Fi- 
naldi ;  with  the  firft  dawn  of  day,  you  muft 
go  on  board  a  (hip."  He  was  as  good  as 
his  word,  concealing  my  friend,  during 
the  night,  in  his  lodging,  and  condufting 
him  in  difguife  on  board  of  a  veflcl  as 
foon  as  morning  began  to  dawn.  ''  Shall 
I  flee  without  taking  leave  of  my  mif- 
refs  ?"  My  friend  afleed  groaning.  «  Will 
you  on  the  brink  of  fafety,  plunge  your- 
felf in  the  gulf  of  deftrufclion!^*  his.  confi- 
dant  replied.  The  wind  fwelled  the  fails^ 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  fliip  was  out  of 
the  harbour.  My  friend  faw  the  Eaft-In- 
K  5  d\c% 
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dies  and  his  native  country  no  more.  He 
afterwards  repented  in  vain  his  prema- 
ture flight,  by  which  he  had  ftrengthened 
the  fufpicion  of  his  fuppofed  crime ;  he 
looked  in  vain,  with  heavy  groans^  to* 
wards  the  place  whi.ch  contained  his  mif- 
trefs,  who,  as  he  was  informed  after* 
wards,  drowned  herfelf  out  of  defpair. 
All  his  promifing  views,  all  his  rofy  hopes 
were  ruined  for  ever.  He  was  now 
wretched,  unfpcakably  wretched— ren- 
dered fo  by  one  man. — Conceive  his 
aftoniflimcnt,  when  he  found  again  this 
very  man,  the  day  before  yefterday,  in 
our  Unkno'icn. 
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<<  I  will  explain  myfelf  diftindly^  and 
^  with  brevity:  If  1  fuppofe  the  iriibman 
^^  to  be  an  impoftor,  then  the  incident 
*^  which  you  have  been  relating  to  me  is 
*^  more  incomprehenfible,  than  if  I  fop- 
^  pofe  bim  to  be  an  honeft  man/' 

«*  For  what  reafon  ?" 

^^  Be  (b  kind  to  anfwer  me  firft  a  few 
^^  queftionS)  and  every  tjiing  will  be  clear- 
**  ed  up." 

"  Well !  what  do  you  wifli  to  know  ?" 

<^  Had  the  Iriibman  never  been  in  the 
"houfe  of  the  banker?*' 

•«  Never.*' 

"  Had  no  perfon  befidcs  your  friend 
^and  Finaldi,  been  intrufted  with  the 
^keys  to  the  rooms,  repofitories,  and 
«  chcfta?" 

**  No  perfon  whatever/* 

♦«  Had  neither  of  them  k>ft  one  of  thofe 
«kcysr 

**  Certainly  not.  Nay,  I  will  telF  yoa 
*more;  on  the  day  previous  to  that  on 
*^  which  the  Iri&man  claimed  the  money, 
"my  friend  faw  the  bags  without  his 
"  feal/' 

K  6  ♦*  llw 
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^^  Has  no  door  nor  cheft  bf  q^  found 
«^  forced,  nor  a  lock  damaged;,  and  bave 
*^  no  other  marks  of  a  violent  entry  been 
«dete^edr 

**  No,  afluredly  notf'  i "  r  .;     :,-( ^ 

^^  How  could,  therefore,. the  IHCbiiiaii 
*•  have  committed  that  fraud  P  Youliave 
*'  refuted  your  own  aflertion^'CoumK  or 
^^  you  muft  allow  that  the  Unkfiou^Mhjppt" 
*'•  fefled  of  fupematural  {kill — and'then  I 
**  agree  with  you."  :  ,  ■' 

<^  He  tbati&entruft'f)d:wit^fupernati»ral 
^  poAyer,"  the  Count  replied  in  a  fqleiOA 
accent,  "  will  never  mifufe  it  for  a  yil- 
*'  lainous  purpofe." 
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My  tutor  who  had  joined  us  during  this 
difcourfe,  and  fignified  by  fileni  figns,  his 
approbation  of  the  Count's  remarks,  took 
now  his  part.  "  Don't  you  roitolleft/' 
faid  he  to  me,  "  that  the  firft  attempt  of 
**  the  Unknown  upon  us,  was  nothing  left 
"  than  a  theft?  He  had  robbed  us  too,  in 
**  an  incomprehenfible  manner;  but  have 
"  ^e  been  lefs  impofcd  upon  on  that  ac- 
•*•  count." 

"  I  beg  your  pardon !''  1  replied. 
"  This  cafe  is  very  different  from  the  for- 
"  mer,  at  leaft  in  one  refpcft*  In  the  for^ 
"  mer  cafe,  he  is  a  downright  cheat,  if  we 
**  fuppofe  that  he  never  reftored  the  theft ; 
"  or,"  faid  I  to  the  Count,  '*  has  he  ever 
"  returned  the  money  to  the  bankefr?" 

**  My  friend  has  been  informed  by  letj 
"  ters  which  he  lately  received  from  the 
"  Eaft  Indies,  that  he  neither  is  returned 
**  thither,  nor  has  remitted  the  money." 

"  The  cheat  which  he  played  upon  us," 
I  Fefumed,  "  proves  nothing  agaihft  his* 
''honefty!" 

'*  Nothing?  how  can  you  maintain 
*«  this  ?" 

**  The 
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^<  before  the  examination,  and  that  the 
«  banker  certainly  would   not  have  im- 
<*  printed  it  the  preceding  night,  in  order 
«*  to  bdiray  himfelf  the  day  following*-^'* 
My  difcourfc  with  the  Count  was  in- 
terrupted by  his  friend  who  came  to  fee 
him.     "  Anxiety  for  your  fafety,"  faid  the 
magifttatc  to  the  former,  '*  and  fur  yours, 
*'  my  Lord,"  turning  to  Count  Galvez,  my 
tutor,  "  has  carried  me  hither.  The  Irifh- 
«  man  whom  I  have  imprifoned  yefterday 
"  does  not  know,  as  yet,  who  his  informers 
«'  are,  and  although  he  never  (hould  re- 
*'  ccive  intelligence  of  it,  be  will,  nevtr- 
«t  thcldfs,  lutpctt   you  to  be  the 
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"  You  do  not  know  that  dreadful  man, 
"  nor  his  incredible  power.  Only  a 
'' fpeedy  departure  and  the  mod  fecict 
"  incognito  oh  the  road  can  fave  you." 

We  thanked  the  magiftratc  for  his  at- 
tention and,  deliberated  inftantlyon  our 
fituation.  We  determined  to  prepare 
vith  the  utmoft  fecrecy  for  our  departure, 
and  to  leave  the  town  againft  midnight, 
taking  an  afFeftionate  leave  of  the  friend- 
ly magi  ft  rate  after  we  had  made  him  promifc 
to  fend  us  frequent  and  exacl  accounts  of 
thcconduClof  the  Irifhman,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  and  iffue  of  his  trial. 

The  Count  begged  leave  to  accompany 
tis,  allcdging,  that  he  had  fettled  his' 
bufinefs  at  ♦  *  ♦  *,  and  confcquently  was  at 
liberty  to  follow  us  every  where.  I  and 
Diy  tutor,  who  had  a  particular  regard  for 
AeCountjWerc  very  agreeably  furprifcd 
by  his  offer,  and  accepted  it  with  great 
plcafure.  We  left  the  town  as  foon  as  it 
grew  dark,  and  at  fix  o'clock  the  next 
niorning,  were  fixty  miles  diftant  from  the 
place  of  danger. 

The  Count  did  not  think  it  advifcablc  to 
flop,  anJ  as  we  Hayed  no  where  \Of 
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than  two  days  at  moil,  we  were  foon  534 

miles  diftant. 

On  the  road  I  received  a  complete 
account  of  the  particulars  of  my  delivery 
from  the  power  of  the  Irifhman*  The 
Count  having  communicated  to  my  tutor 
the  intelligence  which  he  had  received 
from  the  magiftrate,  a  plan  of  taking  up 
the  Irifliman  was  inftantly  defigned  and 
executed. 

My  fervant  had  received  orders  not  to 
lofe  fight  of  me  all  the  evening,  and  to 
follow  me  every  where  at  a  proper  dif- 
tance.     When  il  came  to  the  bank  of  the 
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The  Unknown  appeared,  and  the  whole 
train  followed  us  at  a  great  diftance,  only 
the  magillrate  went  home  again,  thinking 
his  prcfcnce  fuperfltious.  My  fervant 
carried  a  lanthorn  under  his  cloak  in  order 
to  light  the  torches  which  the  officers  of 
the  police  were  provided  with,  as  foon  as 
the  fignal  fhould  be  made  in  order  to 
prevent  the  Irifliman  from  making  his 
cfcape  in  the  dark.  The  Count  and  my 
tutor  were  the  firft  who  had  afcended  the 
hill  after  us,  and  as  foon  as  I  had  entered 
the  ruinous  tj^ilding,  they  bcfct  the  en- 
trance, in.  order  to  feize  the  Irifliman 
when  he  fliould  return.  Their  plan  fuc- 
ceeded ;  the  Count  gave  the  fignal  with  a 
piftol,  the  police  officers  ruOied  forth 
from  their  ambufli  and  feized  the  Irifli- 
,man.  This  was  the  natural  courfe  of  an 
incident,  which  at  firft  furprifed  me  like  a 
magical  delufion. 

Six  hundred  miles  feparated  us  now 
from  the  dreaded  Unknown.  We  therefore 
believed  ourfelves  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
of  his  myrmidons,  and  flopped  at  *  *  'ch^ 
without  entertaining  the  leaft  apprehen- 
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fion.  In  that  town  I  renewed  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  amiable  br'otherof  the'" 
Duke  of  Braganza.  He  was  an  amiable 
young  man,  adornecl'with  the  moll  excel- 
lent qualities.  His  underftanding  .  Vi's 
acute  and  penetrating,  his  prefencc  of 
mind  unequalled,  his  difpofition  jovial, 
his  gcncrofity  unbounded.  At  the  fame 
time  he  was  cnthufiaftic  in  his  friendfliip^^ 
poffeflTed  a  noble  heart,  void  of  every  art 
and  fufpicion,  which  howevc^r,  was  the  re- 
fidcnce  of  lawful  ambition^  •  ,  He  was 
affable  in  a  ] 
titutc  of  ill. 


high  degree,  aiW  (entirely  dcf-  4 
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tender  fdend  whiih  be  had  been  .when  at 
.'fcome,  and.  with  ^  kind  of  rapture  put  mc 
in  mind  of  our  juvenile  years,  which  we 
.  had  fpent  in  fweet  congenial  unanimity. 
I  loved  him  as  ardently,  as  I  hated  his 
brother,  who  was  quite  the  reverfe  of  him. 
The  Prince  was  a  true  foldier,  and  the 
Duke  a  confummate  courtier;  the  for- 
mer  conftant  in  his  friendOiip,  and  above 
fafpicion ;  the  latter  changeable  and  mif- 
tmllfuL  The  former  united  ambition 
with  courage  and  .pcrfonal  bravery,  the 
latter  an  arrogant  delire  of  grcatnefs  with 
^towardice  and  irrefolution;  which  was 
the  reafon  that  the  Prince  (trove  to  fa- 
tisfy  his  paffiqn  in  an  open  and  difguifed 
manner^  and  the  Duke  by  intrigues  and 
artful  wiles. 

One  gloomy  afternoon,  when  I  was 
converfing  with  the  Prince  in  a  confiden- 
tial manner  aa  the  lamentable  ftate  of  our 
native  country,  he  related  tome,  ths^t  on  the 
evening  previous  to  his  departure,  a  prieft 
W  entered  his  apartment  with  a  myfte* 
rious  mien,  and  exhorted  him  not  to  leave 
^is  natire  country  in  the  bloom  of  his 
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life,  as  he  might  a£i  a  very  impoitant 
part  in  a  great  undertaking  which  would 
foon  be  carried  into  execution*  ^^*I  con- 
^^  eluded  From  this  hint,**  the  Princi  ad* 
ded,  ^^  that  a  plan  was*  carrying '  on  to 
«« (hake  off  the  Spani&  yoke,  and  (opl?^e' 
^'  again  on  the  throne  the  pretended  irtl- 
^^  prifoned  king;  but  feeling  myfelf  not 
«<  called  to  have  a  (hare  in  the  cohfpiracys 
«^  I  paid  no  regard  to  his  admonitioD^ 
*^  and  departed," 

I  afked  the  Prince  whether  he  had  not 
endeavoured  to  get  more  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  pried,  and  to  pump  out 
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I)o  you  recoiled  how  foon  after,  the  pro- 
phcfied  king  appeared,  but  was  feized  and 
imprifoned  by  the  Spanifli  government,  un* 
derihe,  fine  pretext  of  being  an  impoftor?'* 
I  tecolledcd  this  incident  very  weH, 
and  a  thought  fluflied  through  my  head 
like  lightning!  I  fancied  I  had  found 
again  ilie  features  of  that  monk  in  .  the 
countenance  of  the  Irifhman. 

The  longer  I  revolved  that  idea  in  my 
Hfind,  the  more  refembkhcc  I  found  be- 
tween thefe  two  men.     <^  If  the  monk  and 
"  the  Irifhman  are  one  and  the  fame  per- 
**  fon/  faid  1  to  myfelf,  «  then  it  is  clear 
^  what  defign  he  has  upon  me.     A  great 
^undertaking  is  going  on,  as  he  has  told 
"the  Prince,  and  he  wants  to  implicate 
"me  in  it;    And  what  undertaking  is  it  ? 
"  this  too  is  no  fecret- to  me.     Aj^bnis 
"  carrying  on  to  fliake  off  the  SpSfSiih 
**  yoke,  to  fet  the  old  king  at  liberty, 
"and  to  replace  him  on  the  throne— 
**  With  that  view  the  Irifhman  once  faid 
^^  to  me  :  ^  Can  you  behold  with  indif- 
**  ferencc  your  native  country  fmarting 
**  ondcr  the  whip  of  a  foreign  tyrant,  and 
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*'  fee  it  wafte  its  ftrength  by  degrees  ?** 
«  O !    it  is  clearer   than   the    noon-tide  . 
<^  fun,  what  defigns  the  Unknown  has  upon 
w  me/* 

I  believed  (irmly  I  had  traced  out 
the  plan  of  the  Irifhman,  and  haftened  to 
cominunicate  my  difcovery  to  my  tutor 
and  the  Count,  Both  were  of.  opinion 
my  fufpicion  might  be  well  founded,  and 
conjured  me  by  every  thing  facred,  never 
to  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  implicated  in  fuch  , 
a  dangerous  plot.  My  tutor  and  the 
Count  differed  only  with  regard  to  ike 
reftoration  of  the  old  king.    "  What  con- 
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"  cape,  and  was  ftill  alive :  yet  he  did  not 
**  know  the  place  of  his  conceahnent." — 
"  The  whole  hiftory  of  this  unfortunate 
"  Prince,"   the  Count  added,    "  is  very 
"  fingular  and  myfterious.     When  he  was 
*' twenty-four  yeari>  of  age  he  went  to  war 
"  againft  the  Moors ;  a  bloody  battle  was 
"fought  on  a  large  plain,  and  although 
"the  enemy  were  very  fupcrior  in  nuin- 
"her,  yet  he  put  them  to  flight.     How- 
"evcr  the  general  of  the  enemy  rallied 
"  his  army  again,  and  the  fortune  of  war 
"changed  on  the  fecond  attack.      The 
"  chriftians  w^re  entirclv  routed,  and  the 
•'  king  himfelf  was  in  the  greatcll  danger, 
"Some  of  his  moll  faithful  generals,  who 
"had   been   fparcd  by    the    fury  of  tlte 
"enemy,  conjured  him  to  fave  himfelf; 
"  and  one  of  them  who  knew  the  coun- 
*'  try  offered  to  lead  him  to  a  place  of 
"  fefety.     However  the  young  hero  re- 
"  plied,  ^  What  a  ftain  would  it  be  on  my 
"  royal  honour,  if  it  fhould  be  faid  I  had 
"fled!  No,  my  friends,  I  will  retreat  like  a 
"foldier!'      Three  horfes    had    already 
"  been  killed  under  him,  nevcrthelcfs  he 
Vol.  I.  L  foic^A 
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**  forced  his  way  through  the  enemy  to 
^'  his  corps  de  refervc,  which  ftill  was  in 
*'  tolerable  order,  but  furrounded  on  all 
*'  fides.  Some  of  his  attendants  called 
*'  for  afliftance,  and  thus  the  enemy  got 
*'  acquainted  with  his  dignity,  furround- 
♦'  ing  him  clofcr  and  clofer.  Meanwhile 
<^  the  fight  was  continued,  and  one  after 
^«  the  other  of  his  principal  officers  was 
*^  killed  by  his  fide.  At  length  one  of 
^'  them,  who  never  had  ftirred  from  his 
**  fide,  exclaimed :  '  My  Lord  and  king^ 
''  what  afliftance  can  we  expeft  here  ?* — 
**  «  That  which  our  feats  deferve  to  re- 
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*«  it;  however  the  hero  rcfufed  /irmly  to 
*^  grant  his  prayer,  exclaiming,  <  A  king 
"  never  ought  to  part  with  his  liberty 
«  but  with  his  life/     Thefe  wonjs  wound- 
"  ed  the  foul  of  his  faithful  fervant   fo 
"  deeply,  that  weary  of  his  life,  he  rufh- 
**  ed  into  the  midft  of  the  enemy,  and  fell 
"covered  with  wounds.     The  king  de- 
**  fended  himfelf  fome  time  longer,  but 
**  foon  was  overpowered  and  difarmed. 
"  Now  a  quarrel  arofe  among  the  infidels 
*  on  account  of  the  king,  every  one  of 
**  them  contending  he  was  his  prifoner ; 
*'  the   Cornell   foon  began  to    be    very 
^  warm,  ,and   they   attacked  each  other 
**  fword  in  hand.     Unfortunately  a  Cady 
"  interrupted  them,  and  feeing  their  rage, 
^'  exclaimed — *  Yc  dogs,  Allah  has  given 
^  you  victory,  and  now  you  are  going  to 
"  cut  each  other  to  pieces  on  account  of 
«a  prifoner!*  With  thefe  words  he  dif- 
^  perfed  them  with  his  fab  re,  and  rufli- 
« ing  upon  the    king,   whofe   head   was 
**  uncovered,  gave  him  fuch  a  blow  acrofs 
"the  right  eye-brow,  that  he  fell  from 
"  his  horfc  mortally  wounded  to  all  ap- 
L  2  ^^  V^'^"^- 
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*•  pearance.  The  reft  of  the  infidels  fee- 
*'  ing  this,  gave  him  fome  more  wounds 
**  upon  the  head  and  neck,  being  hinder- 
*^  ed  by  his  armour  from  wounding  his 
*«  body.  '  Thus,'  added  the  knight,  who 
"  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  that  lamentable 
''  fcene,  and  communicated  the  particu- 
^*  lars  to  me,  *  thus  the  beft  and  moft  va- 
^'  liant  king  was  inhumanly  butchered  in 
^'  the  fpring  of  his  life/  As  foon  as  the 
''  news  of  his  death  was  known,  five  pre- 
•'  tenders  to  the  crown  of  my  country 
''  arofe  at  once.  All  thefe  rivals  proved 
^»  the  validity  of  their  title  in  ,a  moft  fpe- 
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"  alfo  with  many  grandees.     His  pretcn- 
**  fions  were  particularly  ftrengtliened  by 
"  fome  of  my  countrymen  who  had  known 
"  the  king  perfonally,  and  often  declared 
•*  upon    their  honour,  that    his  features, 
**  his   fize  and   voice  rcfcmbled   exaftly 
"  that  of  their  royal  mafter.     He  was  fup- 
"  ported  fo  powerfully,  that  he   foon  be- 
"  gan  to  live  in  a  manner  anfwering  to 
"  his  dignity,  and  declared  himfclf  pub- 
"  licly  to  be  the  perfon  wliom  he  rcprc- 
"  fen  ted.     This  alarmed  the  Spanifli  Am- 
"  baflador  at  Venice,  ^vho  fucceeded  at 
*'  length  in  perfuading  the  fenate  to  arred 
"  him.     On  his  examination  he   related, 
♦'•that  he  had  been  dangeroudy  wounded 
*'  in  diat  fatal  battle,  but  in  a  molt  won- 
"  djcrful  manner  favcd   from  death.     He 
"  added  he  had  been  cured  in  Algarbia, 
*'  and  being  afbamcd  of  fliowing  himfclf 
**  to  any  known  perfon,  after   fo  great  a 
"  misfortune,  he  had  taken  the  rcfolution 
^  to  vifit    Abyflinia,    and  other   remote 
"countries  and   kingdoms:   in  his  wan- 
"  derings  he  had  come  to  Perfia,  affilled 
*•  in  many   battles,    and  received  many 
L  3  vfouTvd^'* 
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*^  jefts  had  impelled  him  to  leave 
''  lum.     He  farther  added,  he  ha 
**  firft  in  Sicily,  and  from  thence  « 
♦•  cd  a  meflcnger   to  his  kingd< 
"  however,  had  never  returned 
**  had  prompted  him  to  vifit  his 
**  in  perfon,  but  prcvioufly  toim 
**  interpofhion  of  the  Pope,  %s*hic 
**  been  prevented  from  carrying. 
"  cution  by  the  villainy  of  his  c 
**  pie,  ^ho  had  robbed  him  on  t 
'*  After  that  misfortune,  he  faid 
"  repaired  to  Venice,  where  he 
"  recogiuzed  by  fame  ofhisfoi 
jeBs. 


i( 
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^ikem  during  the  laft  war  againft  the 
*  Turks,  and  how  much  defire  he  had 
"evinced  to  affift  them  powerfully,  al~ 
**  kdging  that  whoever  had  feen  the  king 
"could  not  but  recognife  the  identity 
"  of  his  peribn.  And,  indeed,  every  ap- 
"  pearance  was  in  his  favour  with  regard 
^^  to  this  point.  His  features  not  only 
"  lerembled  exafUy  thofe  of  the  true' king, 
^but,  what  is  particularly  remarkable, 
**  the  left  fide  of  his  body  was  fhorter 
**than  his  right,  which  was  exa£Uy  the 
^  cafe  with  the  jJrince  whom  he  repre- 
"  fented.  A  fear  of  a  wound,  which  the 
**  king  had  received  above  his  right  eyc- 
^'  brow  when  a  child,  was  very  vifiblc, 
**  and  many  other  marks  by  which  that 
"prince  had  been  diftinguifhed,  were 
**  found  upon  him  after  a  clofc  cxami. 
"  nation.  He  remained  neverthclcfs  three 
**  ivhole  years  (hut  up  in  a  prifoii.  Mean- 
•^vhile  my  countrymen  endeavoured  10 
**  move  heaven  and  earth  in  his  favour. 
**  The  Senate  of  Venice  being  prcU'cd 
**  from  all  fides,  decreed  at  length  that 
"  he  (hould  leave  their  territory  on  pain 
L  4  oi 
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**  of  being  fent  to  the  gallies  for  the  reft 
**  of  his  life.  My  countrymen  deliberated 
^*  now  carefully  which  road  the  king 
^*  fliould  take  in  order  td  return  to  his 
^'  kingdom,  whether  he  fhould  goby  way 
*•  of  Germany,  Swiflferland,  or  France.*— 
^^  Unfortunately  he  chofc  the  latter  road^ 
«  and  no  fooner  had  he  entered  the  fron* 
*^  tiers  of  Florence,  difguifcd  in  the  garb 
^^  of  a  Dominicaji  friar,  tl^an  he  was  ap- 
'•  ))r(:hcnded  by  order  of  the  Grand  DuVe« 
^*  and  delivered  up  to  the  Spanifli  go« 
^*  vrrnincnt  at  Naples,  which,  as  one 
**  may  cafily  conceive,  was  very  anxious 
**  to  frizc   upDu    a    pcrfon,   \^^a    was  To 
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"  the  king  has  fent  you  twice  to  my  court, 
^^  and  that  on  that  occafion  I  gave  you 
"  a  fword  fet  -with  jewels,  and  your  lady 
**  a  diamond  ring  of  great  value  i^  This 
^  being  literally  true,  the  Viceroy  *ordcr- 
"  cd  a  number  of  rich  fwords  and  dia- 
**  mond  rings  to  be  brought  into  the 
"apartment.  The  king  not  only  knew 
"  inllantly  the  pieces  in  queftion,  feleft- 
*'  ing  them  from  the  reft,  but  at  the  fame 
**  time  touched  a  fccret  fpring  of  the  jewel 
'•  and  (hewed  beneath  it  his  name,  which 
"  till  then  had  been  difcovered  neither 
'^  by  the  Count  nor  his  lady. 

"  But  what  was  the  confequence  of 
^*  thefe  convincing  proofs  ?  He  was  plac- 
*' ed  upon  an  afs,  carried  through  the 
^  ftreet5  of  Naples  as  an  impoftor,  and 
"  fent  to  the  gallies.  When  he  approach- 
'.•  ed  the  coafts  of  Portugal,  a  general 
**  commotion  took  place  in  my  native 
^  country.  The  monks,  being  difTatif- 
^  fied  with  the  Spanifh  government,  ftir- 
"  red  up  the  populace,  and  a  general  re- 
"  volt  was  on  the  eve  of  breaking  out. — 
^  Tranquillity  and  order  were,  indeed, 
L  5  ^^  ^oow 
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^*  foon  reildted;  tWd  fhdnks  were  gibliec- 
^^  ed,  and  fereral  other perfonsekecoted^ 
«<  however  the  cbmmotioD  was  not  tfh- 
"  tirdjr  (topped.  The  government  of 
<<  Spain  were  obliged  to  fecure  the  perfeii 
^^  of  the  unhappy  man  in  a  caftle  at  'St;^ 
**  Luke,  where  he  was  clofely  cohfitoed^ 
*<  and  is  commonly  believed  to  have  ^ed« 
<*  However  the  manner  of  his  death  has 
•*  never  tranfpired,  and  for  that  very  rca- 
««  fon,  the  rumour  of  his  having  effeSed 
«  his  cfcape  cannot  be  refuted  direfily«' 
"  However  improbable  his  flight  may  be* 
"  yet  the  impollibility  of  it  never  can  be 


Thi»  v^  the  fubftance  of  the  account 
given  us  upon  this  fubjed  by  the  County 
who  (which  I  muft  not  forget  to  mention) 
had  confefied  to  us  on  the  road,  that  his 
name  was  not  Barbhj  but  Clairval.  ^^  The 
'*  former  name,**  added  he,  "  I  h^vc 
^  adopted  by  defire  of  the  Comitefs,  who 
^  fancied  a  fifUtious  name  would  enable 
'*  me  to  trace  out  eafier  the  murderer  of 
«  my  brother,**  No  fooner  had  the  Count 
pronounced  thefe  lad  words  than  I  grew 
pale.  This  fuddcn  ftriking  change  could 
not  cfcape  the  ea^le  looks  of  the  County 
and  he  flared  by  turns  at  mc  and  my  tu- 
tor. The  latter  thought  filence  would  be 
more  dangerous  than  a  frank  confeffion, 
and  difclofed  to  the  Count,  without  re- 
ferve,  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  apparition 
at  the  cattle  of  tlie  Countefs,  vowing,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  latter  muft  certain- 
ly have  been  impofed  upon  by  the  Irilh- 
Tnan,  who  very  probably  had  bribed  fome 
of  her  fervants  to  carry  on  his  fecret  in- 
trigues with  more  fecurity,  the  noble 
character  of  my  father  being  in  open 
L  6  con- 


fefcl  ot  a  hne  Ipun  deception  < 
man.  "  Not  only  the  noble  < 
the  Duke,  your  father,"  adde( 
'*  other  circumftanccs  too,  p 
»*  GUI  contradiftron,  that  he  c 
*^  no  hand  in  the  affaflrmation 
*'  ther,  who  never  was  in  you 
'"  Well,  then  the  cheat  is  I 
**  once !"  I  exclaimed,  "  for  ] 
*'  that  my  father  has  not  left 
*«  thefe  fix  years." 

Wc  were,  foon  after^  mc 

convinced,    that  the    apparit 

cattle  had  been  nothing  elfe  I 

-tion  5  for  the  Count  received  i 

•Amelia*  in  which  the  hiftorv 
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"  the  Unknown^  who,  as  I  afterwards  have 
"  been  told  by  my  people,  poured  fome 
"drops  out  of  a  fmall  phjal  into  my 
"mouth  and  left  me,  after  he  had  given 
"orders  to  my  nurfe,  to  give  me  what- 
"  ever  I  fhould  defire  upon  my  recovery 

"from    my     ftate   of    infenfrbility. 

"  Awaking  from  my  fwoon,  I  felt  a  vio- 
**  lent  hunger  and  thirft,  which  were  no 
^'  fooner  appeafed,  than  I  was  animated 
*'  with  new  life  and  vigour.  The  next 
*•  day  I  was  able  to  leave  my  bed, 
*'  and,  in  a  Ihort  time,  was  as  well  as 
♦'  ever  I  had  been*.  My  valet  (added 
*•  (he)  has  difappeared  fuddcnly^  and  I 
*•  have  not  feen  him  fince." 

The  latter  circiimftancc  left  no  doubt  of 
Paleflci's  being  in  the  pay  of  the  Irifh- 
man.  Probably  he  apprehended  that  his 
fecrct  corrcfpondence  with  that  impoftor 
would  he  detefled  fooner  or  later,  and  for 
that  reafon  difappeared  in  good  time. — 
What  elfe  than  fuch  a  conneftion  with 
the  Unknown  could  have  prompted  him 
to  writp  two  letters  which  contained  fo 
many  fiflionS,  entirely  to  the  advantage 


p  fician :  however,  the  manner 
he  reprefented  the  matter,  couIj 
produce  an  effc6\  quite  diffcreir 
ki  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  e 
IriQiman  would  appear  to  me  a 
fuperior  being.  To  refufcitate  I 
and  a  few  words  a  dead  perfon, 
teen  in  her  coffin  three  days  ai 
this  could  not  have  been  effefte< 
ral  means,  and  it  was  not  the  fa 
Irilhmanor  Paleflvi,  that  I  recei 
accouilt  of  the  matter,  conirar 
cxpeftation,  which  entirely  difl 
charm.  On  the  other  fide,  let  i 
this  accident  had  not  happened, 
vnt  aeniiainted  As.  rth  the  Count, 


u weak ftde, ^  T  I^t^teiended 

« in  concert,^"  ^i  by  the  pt 

Ikcs,  ^^;^^  1  fetters,  an^  ^^^^^'     nccs. 
produce  the  tn  ^^^^  bcc«  ,,, 

Count  ^*^V^  _«  de\Weted  we 

^uude  ?o^^7\be  inft*'"*^-  .ve  favour 

^^\"^*Caof^-'^l^,f;torand 
y  iberefoTC  a  ,„  the  ^ 

^  *-e  f?eut  our  „^  ,^,c^         ^ 

VitiUfca'^''''^ 
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of  the  Irifhman.  If  he  had  related  the 
fa£l  in  a  fimple  and  natural  mantier,  like 
the  Countefs,  I  fhould  indeed  have 
thought  the  bencfafior  of  Amelia  to  be 
a  fkilful,  or  at  leaft  a  fortunate  phy- 
fician :  however,  the  manner  in  which 
he  reprefented  the  matter,  could  not  but 
produce  an  efFcft  quite  different.  Palef- 
ki  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  expeft  the 
Irifhman  would  appear  to  me  a  kind  of 
fuperior  being.  To  refufcitate  by  a  touch 
and  a  few  words  a  dead  perfon,  who  had 
been  in  her  coflm  three  days  and  nights; 
this  could  not  have  been  effefted  by  natu- 
ral  mcanSj  and  it  was  ndt  the  fault  of  the 
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Jncffengers  to  fearch  for  him  every  where, 

^drode  with  the  Count  to  all  the  neish- 

''ouring    places,    but  we    returned   late 

^^  night  without  having  feen   or   heard 

^^oreof  him  tlian  our  melFcngers.     Three 

^^yi  elapfed  amid    fruitlcfs    fcarches.    I 

V^fcd  neither  money  nor  promifes,  and 

*c  Prince  himfelf  did  every  thing  in  his 

^^Wer  to  find  him  out,  but  in  vain  !  we 

^^Uld  not  trace  him  out.     The  laft  ray  of 

^J>c  difappcarcd,  n^aking   room  to   the 

/^^ft  tormenting    pain    of   mind,    which 

^  filed  every   attempt   6f  the  Count  to 

^^^mfort  me. 

One  day  as  I  was  mufing  on  the  great- 
^^fs  of  my  lofs,  and  was  walking  up  and 
^^wn  the  room  in  gloomy  reverie,  the 
^^ount  received  a  letter  from  die  ma- 
^iftratc.  He  opened,  read,  and  gave  it 
^e  with  marks  of  furprife  and  aftonilh- 
'tncnt.     I  read  the  following  lines ; 

"  My  Lord, 
•*  I  am  going  to  communicate  toyoumat- 
«  ters  which  certainly  will  far  furpals  your 
"  cxpcClation  and  appear  very  impr^- 
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<^  blc«  nay,  even  ccmtradi6U>ry  to  yoiiy 
<<  though  they  are  literally  true,  I  aBed 
^^  right  before  the  tribunal  of  my  con* 
^<  fcience,  when  I  ordered  the  Irilhman  ta 
*^  be  taken  up,  and  yet  I  repent  of  it  fin* 
^^  cerely.  It  was  the  Irijhman  who  has 
^^  ruined  me  in  the  £aft  Indies,  and  yet  I 
^^  cannot  reproach  him  for  it.  He  €hea£*< 
««  ed  the  banker  of  i5,oooK  and  yet  he  b, 
«&  at  leaft  in  my  cycs,-juftified  on  thatac* 
^^  count.  My  former  hatred  againft  him 
^^  is  changed  into  admiration,  and  I  wiflt 
^moft  ardently  it  were  in  my  power  to 
**  deliver  him  from  the  priTon,  where  a 
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^  and  I  have  not  fent  for  you  in  order  to 
^^  irproach  you,  although  you  are  to  be 
*^  blamed  on  account  of  the  precipi- 
^tation  with  which  you  a£led ;  nor  have 
^4  fent  for  you  becaufe  I  think  it 
"my  duty  to  account  to  you  for  my 
**  aftion^.  There  is  but  me^  faid  he  with 
^  a  foiemn  accent,  uncovering  his  head 
"and  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
"^tliere  is  but  me  to  whom  I  am  ac- 
**  countable.  I  acknowledge  no  other 
^  judge  but  him  who  has  fent  me,  and 
"  vhofe  fecret  orders  to  execute  I  am  dc- 
"  putcd  to  man.  I  have  fent  for  you  for 
**  no  other  reafon,'  he  continued,  cover- 
"  ing  his  head,  « than  to  reftify  your 
**  erroneous  notions.  You  believe  that  I 
"  have  committed  an  ignoble,  mean  aflicSn, 
"  by  robbing  the  banker  of  that  fum  ;  I 
"  forgive  you  this  error,  for  it  is  the  com- 
**  mon  melancholic  lot  of  mortals  to  judge 
"of  matters  and  aftions  by  their  external: 
"  appearance.  You  will  think  othcrwife 
"when  you  fhall  have  learnt  the  real 
"  ftate  of  that  matter.  Do  you  know  that 
"  Finaldi  in  whofc  fcrvicc  you  have  been  ? 


'^t        *  'I'HB  -Vic  l' 1 1*  <)* "   '  ^ 

The  Iri&tttu  mufed  awhile,  nifl'Oiitfd' 
faid,  "The  mUns  which  I  made  uS^ 
are  very  fimple,  and  for  that  reklbh'you 
"will  not  think  them  wordi  notice.  But 
as  they  were  tnbft:  fit  and  fafe  iter  exeCttle 
a  laudable  defign,  prudence  bide- W<d 
ufe  them.  I  had  got  intelligence  thattfie 
greateft  part  of  the  banker*s  treafure  wait 
kept  in  the  fecond  ftory,  and  in  the  dead 
of  night,  got  upon  a  ladder  to  the  win- 
dows. Having  opened  the  fhutters  lliid 
windows  with  proper  inftruments^  I  de- 
fcended  into  the  room,  and  examined  it 
by  the  light  of  a  lanthorn,  which  itlumi* 
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ichich  I  informed  him  that  I  was  fending 
hkn  i5CX)ol*  in  piafters,  begging  him  to 
keep  that  fum,  'till  I  fliould  demand  it 
back.  Having  fealed  this  letteY  after  I 
had  taken  a  copy,  I  opened  it  and  laid 
it  upon  -one  of  the  money-bags  whicli  I 
had  marked.  Then  I  locked  the  repofi- 
tory  and  the  cheft,  and  left  the  apartment 
in  the  fame  manner  I  had  entered  it.  What 
happened  the  day  following,  I  need  not 
tell  you.** 

*'  I  muft  confefs,"  I  exclaimed,  "  you 
have  executed  your  plan  in  a  mafterly 
manner — I  only  think,"  added  I  after  a 
fliort  paufe,  '*  the  means  too  human,  and 
ill-becoming  a  man  who  can  work  mira- 
cles.**  *  Who  told  you  that  I  can  work 
miracles?^  the  Irifliman  replied.  '  No  one 
except  the  great  Ruler  of  the  world,  can 
interrupt  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  alter 
her  laws ;  at  mod,  mortals  may  fcrve  him 
as  inftruments  to  execute  the  wonders  of 
his  omnipotence.  I  do  not  deny  that  I 
have  been  appointed  fcveral  times  to  be  a 
miniller  of  Providence,  but  no  mortal 
being  can  work  miracles  on  his  own  ac- 
^  cotA. 
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cord.  The  whole  of  the  power  intruftcd 
to  me,  confifts  in  the  knowledge  and  ap* 
plication  of  fuch  powers  of  nature  as 
arc  concealed  from  the  fhort-fighted  eye 
of  mortals.  At  the  fame  time  I  cannot 
but  confefs,  that  the  myfterious  dcedLs 
which  I  perform  by  virtue  of  that  know«^ 
ledge,  appear  to  men  to  be  wonders,  be- 
caufe  the  fpe&ator  is  unacquainted  with 
the  means  by  which  they^  are  effedcd. 
Mark  well  what  I  am  going  to  tell  yoii 
now.  Although  the  higher  unknown 
powers  of  nature  are  at  my  command, 
yet  this  power  has  been  intruljled  to  mc^ 
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^illyou  anfwer  if  I  afk  you  how  I  have  de* 
ferved  to  have  been  rendered  miferablc  by 
you  ?  Why  did  you  ruin  the  happinefs  of 
an  innocent  man,  while  you  faved  an  un- 
fortunate family  from  ruin  ?  ^  I  could  tell 
you,'  the  Irifliman  refumed,  ^  that  in  a 
cafe  of  collifion,  the  happinefs  of  an  in- 
dividual muft  be  facrified  to  the  welfare 
of  a  whole  family ;  however,  I  have  no 
need  to  have  recourfe  to  that  fophifm.  It 
was  not  I  who  has  deftroyed  your  happi- 
nefs, it  was  you.  Why  did  you  flee? 
Was  you  not  confcious  of  your  inno- 
cence? No  one  could  have  convi£led 
you  of  a  breach  of  truft.  Befides,  I  had 
taken  care  that  three  days  after  my  depar- 
ture, a  letter  was  delivered  to  the  banker, 
in  which  I  explained  to  him  the  means  by 
which  he  had  loft  his  money,  and  the  rea- 
fon  which  had  prompted  me  to  rob  him  of 
that  fum.  Thus  you  would  have  been 
cleared  of  all  fufpicion,  have  retained 
your  place  in  Finaldi's  houfc,  and  not  loft 
your  miftrefs.' 

"  I  wanted  to  ftay,'*  I  replied,  **  but 
my  friend  reprefented  the  danger  fo  pref* 
fiog— •* 

Vol  Is  M  ^^  llo\l 
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"  How  could  you/'  the  Irifhnian  inter- 
rupted me,  "  believe  that  man  to  be  your 
friend  ?  He  perfuaded  you  to  make  your 
efcape,  in  order  to  occupy  your  place  in 
Finaldi*s  houfe,  and  in  the  heart  of  your 
miftrefs.  However,  his  hope  of  fupplant* 
ing  you  in  the  heart  of  the  latter,  was  diC 
appointed ;  that  he  fucceeded  with  refpeft' 
to  the  former,  I  need  not  to  tell  you.*** 
**  Alas !"  I  exclaimed,  "  then  my  fore- 
boding has  not  deceived  me."  Why  did 
you  fuffer  yourfelf,"  the  Irifliman  con- 
tinued, "  to  be  taken  in  by  falfc  appear- 
ances ?  Why  did  you  confide  in  a  man  of 


MAG  I<:AL  DELUSION.  *4| 
"vifible  guardian  who  will  protcft  me,  and 
break  thefe  fetters."  With  thefc  words, 
he  difmifTed  me;  however,  my  mind  has 
been  dreadfully  agitated  ever  fince.  1 
fancied  I  had  arrefted  a  villain,  and  am 
now  convinced  too  late  of  my  error.  The 
confequences  of  my  rafhnefs  will  bear 
heavy  upon  him;  if  he  is  not  faved  by  a 
miracle,  then  he  certainly  will  be  burnt 
alive.  The  judges  of  this  extraordinary 
man  have  difcovered,  during  his  imprifon- 
ment,  matters  of  fo  fingular  a  nature,  that 
they  firmly  believe  him  to  be  a  forcercr, 
and  you  know.  Count,  how  inexorable 
our  laws  are  with  regard  to  that  point. 
•If  he  dies,  his  blood  will  cry  loudly 
againft  me. 

"  You  will  now  fee,  what  I  have  faid 
in  the  beginning  of  my  letter  is  conneCled. 
You  fhall  foon  hear  again  from  me,  and 
receive  a  faithful  account  of  the  iflue  of  a 
trial,  which  fills  me  with  gloomy  apprc- 
henfions.     Till  then   farewell    &c.  &c. 

''  What  do  you  think  of  the  contents  of 
this  letter  ?"  The  Count  faid  when  I  re- 
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**  I  might  almoft  fay  mine 

"  By  heaven!  if  your  in 
gins  to  waver,  then  I  have 
blulh  at  my  relapfe!*' 

The  Count  feemed  to  be 
found  meditation,  walking  i 
the  apartment  with  hafty  ftri< 
he  exclaimed  at  length,  ^  it 
1  fhould  have  been  fo  much  i 
regard  to  that  mair.  I  Hai 
thermuftbe  a  charletan  or  a 
fogue!*' 

**  But  his  defence  feemfif  ri 
this  hard  judgment  of  youtis 
jous,  folemn,  and  frank  lorie  o 
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tion,  <*  if  I  condder  that  my  friend,  who 
^as  Icamt  to  diftinguiih  between  appear- 
ances and  reality,  between  difiimulatioD 
*nd  truth,  who  has  hirafelf  had  a  very 
"*d  opinion  of  the  Irifhman,  and  without 
^oubt,  accepted  his  invitation  for  no  other 
'^afon  than  to  unmaik  and  to  humble  him ; 
"  I  confider  that  my  friend,  notwithftand- 
^^g  this,  excriminates  him  entirely,  and 
^dijiircs  a  man  whom  he  firmly  believed 
^^  be  a  villain— one  Ihould  think  that  all 
^^tinot  be  deception  and  hypocrify." 
**  Believe  me.    Count !"  1  exclaimed, 
'n  a  fituation  like  that  of  the  Iri{hman, 
Jn  which  nothing  can  be  gained  by  hy- 
pocrify  and  deception,  and  which  ex- 
cludes all  hope  of  delivery  by  natural 
means,  deception  and  hypocrify  arc  al- 
*'moft  impoffible." 

The  Count  darted  a  few  more  objec- 
^'ons,  however,  he  could  not  perfuade 
me  that  his  bad  opinion  of  the  Irifliman 
^^d  not  received  a  mortal  blow. 

"  If  your  tutor  were  but  here,"  faid  he, 

vhen    he     felt    the   weight  of  my  argu- 

njcnts      '^    be    vrould  refute,   with   more 

M  3  ^'^  fucc^fs 


«44  THEVICTIMOr     ' 

turned  it  to  him  with  evident  marks  of 
aftoniftiment. 

^'  I  muft  confefs  this  letter  ha«  almoft 
entirely  changed  my  bad  opinion  oTlhe 
Irilhman." 

**  I  might  almoft  fay  mine  too  !•* 

"  By  heaven !  if  your  incredulity  be- 
gins to  waver,  then  I  have  xia  reafon  to 
blufh  at  my  relapfe!** 

The  Count  feemed  to  be  loft  in  pro- 
found  meditation,  walking  up  and  <loWiSt 
the  apartment  with  hafty  ftrides.  "  No  I* 
he  exclaimed  at  length,  ^  it  is  impoffibte' 
I  fhould  have  been  fo  much  miftaken  vitk 
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f  ion,  «  if  I  confider  that  my  friend,  who 
has  learnt  to  diftinguifli  between  appear- 
ances and  reality,  between  diffimulation 
and  truth,  who  has  himfelf  had  a  very 
bad  opinion  of  the  Irifhman,  and  without 
doubt,  accepted  his  invitation  for  no  other 
reafon  than  to  unmafk  and  to  humble  him ; 
if  I  confider  that  my  friend,  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  excriminates  him  entirely,  and 
admires  a  man  whom  he  firmly  believed 
to  be  a  villain— one  (hould  think  that  all 
cannot  be  deception  and  hypocrify." 

**  Believe  me.  Count  !*'  I  exclaimed, 
*'  in  a  fituation  like  that  of  the  Irifhman, 
**  in  which  nothing  can  be  gained  by  hy- 
"  pocrify  and  deception,  and  which  ex- 
^  eludes  all  hope  of  delivery  by  natural 
**  means,  deception  and  hypocrify  arc  al- 
«  moft  impoffible." 

The  Count  darted  a  few  more  objec- 
tions, however,  he  could  not  perfuade 
mc  that  his  bad  opinion  of  the  Irifliman 
had  not  received  a  mortal  blow. 

"  If  your  tutor  were  but  here,"  faid  he, 
when    he    felt    the   weight  of  my  argu- 
ments,   "  he  would  refute,    with   more 
M  3  ^"  fucccfs 
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"  flic ccfs  thivn    I,    your  returning   gool 

^  opinion  of  the  Iri/hmaih" 

The  words  tutor,  and  Irifliman^!  were 

fcarcely  pronounced,  wtieit  a/  dli»iight' 
flufhed  through  my  feul.--*»  Should  iMtt 
^^  the  Irifliman  be  acquainted  with  dM  * 
^  fate  of  my  tutor  ?  I  am  almoft  xremifi;^ 
^  Count,  that  iC  any  body  tan  infofin  iM 
**  of  his  fate,  the  Iriibman  can  P     ■ 

"  I  doubt  it  very  much  !** 

<'  I  will  at  Icaft  make  a  tritail.  The  feall 
*^  appearance  of  poflfibility  ought  to  dc- 
*^  termine  me  to  make  an  attempt.  Let 
^<  us  return  and  conjure  the  Iriflloiui-t€^ 
^  tell  us  whether  he  knows  any  ^tbitig  of 
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*  write  to  my  friend,  who  will  execute 

"  your  commiflion  with  the  greatcft  punc- 

*tualitv,  if  your  letter  does  not  arrive 

"^oolaie.'' 

**  Excellent !"  I  exclaimed,  "  I  will  write 
"inftantly." 

.**  Stop !  one  moment  only/'  the  Count 
^^*^  when  I  was  going  to  leave  him,  "  did 
^otthe  Irifhman  promifc  to  meet  us  at 
ni 


"***n? 


**  Indeed  I  had  entirely  forgot  this  pro- 
**  rtiife!" 

^'  Should  we  not  rather  travel  to  ***n* 
^nd  fee  whether  he  will  be  as  good  as 
Viis  word  ?  I  reafon  thus  :  If  this  extra- 
ordinary man  really  is  what  he  pretends 
to  be,  if  he  really  poflefTcs  fupernatu- 
ral  powers,  then  he  certainly  will  meet 
'*  us  at  *  *  *  n,  according  to  hisproniife, 
*^  and  then  you  will  get  the  intelligence 
**  which  you  defirc.     But  if  he  is  an  im- 
*'poftor,  you   will  not  receive  the  lead 
''  intelligence  concerning  the  fate  of  your 
*' tutor;  you   may  addrefs  him  in  perfon 
"  or  by  way  of  letters,  confcqucntly  I 

it  think 
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«« think  both  our  return  and  a  lettef^injr 
««  friend  will  be  ufelefs.**  /  .  ^ 

I  could  not  but  approve  the  Coviit*a 
reafoning,  and  we  agreed  to  repair  -to 
*  *  *  n,  a  place  which  was  near  thie^^hun- 
dred  miles  diftant  from  our  prejGeni  rc^ 
fidence.  The  Count  and.  myfelf  parted 
relu£lantly  with  the  Prince  of  Brag^z^^ 
who  was  not  lefs  unwilling  to  be  £fp^' 
rated  from  us.  However  the  defiret  qf 
feeing  whether  the  Irifhman  wou^rfulfil 
his  promife,  and  the  hope  of  hearing.tid* 
ings  of  my  tutor  would  have  hurried  me 
even  out  of — Amelia's  arms.  **  Let  .119 
^^  be  gone  without  delay,*' I  exqlaiine<)f; 
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cfteemed  that  worthy  man  as  a  true  philo- 
fopher,  and  loved  him  as  tenderly  as  a 
brother.  This  it  was  that  prompted  my 
father  to  grant  my  requeft  to  continue  my 
travels  under  the  tuition  of  Count  Clair- 
val,  of  whom  my  tutor  had  fpoken  with 
the  greateft  regard  in  a  former  letter  to 
my  parent.  If  he  had  known  that  this 
Count  was  a  brother  of  Amelia's  late  huf- 
band,  he  would  probably  have  refufed 
my  requeft.  However  my  tutor  had  been 
filent  on  that  head,  .and  the  Prince  of 
Braganza  too  had  recommended  him  in 
fo  advantageous  a  mannef,  that  he  was 
very  happy  to  place  me  under  his  pro- 
tedion. 

The  fame  letter  informed  me,  that  very 
lately  a  commotion  had  happened  in  Ef- 
tramadura,  in  favour  of  the  brother  of  the 
Prince  of  Braganza,  whofe  party  had 
loudly  demanded  him  to  be  placed  on  the 
throne  of  Portugal. — "  You  know,"  my 
father  added,  **  that  almoft  one  third  of 
'•  the  kingdom  belongs  to  the  Duke  ;  you 
"  know  the  title  which  the  houfc  of  Bra- 
**  ganza  has  to   the    crown;    ftiould    it 
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'^  therefore  be  fo  very  improbable  that 
*'  the  con fpira tors  will  carry  their  point 
'M'ooncr  or  hitcr !  However,  I  declare 
*'  lulemnly,  that  iiotwithltiinciing  our  rela^ 
*•  lion  to  the  family  of  JUraganza,  I  never 
"  fiiall  take  a  fhare  in  a  plot  tending  to 
"  invade  the  rit;hts  of  a  king  to  whom  I 
'•  have  fworn  allegiance." 

"  What  am  I  to  think  of  this  incident  ?' 
faid  I  to  the  Count.  '•  But  a  few  minutes 
^*  ago  we  were  of  opinion  that  a  fccrct 
**  dcflgn  was  carrj  ing  on  to  replace  the 
"  old  dethroned  king  on  the  royal  feat 
*^  of  his  anccflors,  and  now  we  are  made 
*•  arquainted    with    a   pretender   to     xX\c 
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fee  the  Irifhman  once  more,  notwith- 
Handing  the  ridicule  of  the  Count. 

One  evening,  which  had  fuccccdcd  a 
very  fultry  day,  the  Count  propofcd   a 
walk  to  a  neighbouring  wood.     The  fkv 
was  ferene  when  we  fet  out,  but  we  had 
Icarcely  been  an  hour  in  the  wood  when 
it  was  fuddenly  overclouded,  and  the  air 
began  to  grow  very  heavy.     Every  body 
had  already  left  the  field  from  the  fear  of 
an   approaching  florm;    it   was  growing 
Idte,  and  the  lightning  and  diftantrollingof 
the  thunder  announced  the  impending  tem- 
pcft.     We  were  going  to    return  to  th« 
town,  when  fuddenly  cries  of  diftrefs  vi- 
brated in  our  ears  from  a  great  diftancc. 
Wc  haftcned  towards  the  fpot  whence  the 
cries  proceeded,  and  perceived  a  human 
figure,  who  was   running  with  incredible 
velocity,  looking   back   every   now  and 
then,  as  ifpurfuedby  robbers.     Asfoon 
as  the   fugitive   faw  us,  he  haftcned    to 
meet  us.     I  ftartcd  back  with  horror,  the 
figure  refembling  more  a  living  fpeftrc 
ban  a  human  being.     His  haggard  coun- 
tenance  was  covered  with  a  dcath-Ukc 
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palcncfs,  his  tattered  garments  were  float* 
ing  in  the  ftonn,  and  his  naked  feet  were 
ftained  with  blood.  But,  conceive  my 
aftoniQimcnt,  when  the  miferable  wretch 
pronounced  my  name,  arid  dropped  to  the 
ground.  I  ilepped  nearer  to  examine  his 
features,  and  beheld — Palefkij  the  valet 
of  Amelia  I 
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AWFUL  darknefs  began  to 
veil  every  objeft  arourid,  the  ftafhcs  of 
ligbti)ing  grew  ftronger  and  ftronger,  the 
rolling  of  thtiTideir  louder,  and  the  howl- 
ing of  the  temped  more  furious.^ 

The  emaciated  figure  rofe  widi  difficul- 
ty, >wrioging  his  hatids  in  fileiit- agony-^ 
and  dropped  ag€lin  ikpbn  the  groond* 
•  ♦^  What  ^IttesUhis  meari  '>r  the  Count 
exolaith^,'liftiifig  u^  lifs  ftlck  as  if  going 
taftrikeiat'iih^fellowi-   ='    " 

**  Mei'cyf  mercy!  let ^ me  refpire  ov\f 
*«^a  moment--I  will  confcft  all !" 


..-^^'-  x 


•1 


•(<■  ...'^ 


^- 
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«Well!  then  confefs,**  I  exclaimed, 
^^  thou  haft  been  Amelia*s  valet,  and  im- 
•*  pofed  upon  me  by  two  letters.** 

<^  Unhappy  me !  that  I  did  it.  I  have 
*«  been  puniflied  very  feverely  for  it, 
«<  the  Unknown  has  dreadfully  refented 
« that  fraud.** 

«« The  Unknown^  with  whom  thou  waft 
«<  leagued  ?" 

No  fooner  had  I  pronounced  thefe 
vords  when  the  fellow  dropped  (edTeF^ 
to  the  ground,  foaming,  roaring,  and  la- 
bouring under  the  moft  dreadful  convul- 
fions.     Meanwhile  the  ftorm  was  drawing 
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thunder  roufed    him    from  his    infenfi- 
bility. 

"  You  are  afflifted  with  the  epilepfyp" 
the  Count  faid,  "  h^ave  you  frequently 
•«  fuch  dreadful  fits  ?" 

^^As  often  as  the  Unknown  choofes  to 
•^  chaftife  me" — he  replied  in  a  faint  and 
faltering  accent. 

**  Dare  not  to  impofe  upon  us  !"  I  ex- 
claimed,  "  How  long  haft  thou  been 
"afBiaed  with  this  illnefs  ?'• 

"Ever  fince   1  have    deceived  your 
"  Lordlhip." 
**Thoulieft,  rafcal  !" 
**  May  the  next  flafh  of  lightning  dc- 
"  ftroy  me,  if  I  do  T*  faid  he,  lifting  up 
bis  hands  to  heaven. 

The  lightning  fla(hed,a  clap  of  thunder 

/hook    the    firmament,    and    awful    ex- 

peflation  retained  our  breath — however, 

the  daring  challenger  remained  unhurt. — 

The  rolling   of   the  thunder    re-echoed 

dreadfully  all  around,  and  rain  mixed  with 

hail,  guflied  violently  from  the  black  and 

heavy  clouds.     We   fled  into   a   grotto 

which  the  Count,  affifted  by  the  vivid 

B  2  \\^\r 
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lightning  perceived  at  a  fmall  dittaace^ 
Amelia's  valet  followed  us  clofely^  pole 
and  trembling. 

tt  Now,"  laid  I»  <<  relate  your  ftcHry,6at 
«  be  brief.- 

"  Having  fent  you  the  fecond  letter,'' 
he  began  after  a  fliort  paufe,  ^  I  hap- 
pened to  awake  the  night  fbllowing^ 
and  found  my  lamp  extinguifhed  ;  I  fan« 
cied  I  heard  fomebody  ruftling  by  my 
bed  and  ftretched  out  my  arm;  but  feel^ 
ing  nothing  all  around,  I  imagined- 1  had 
been  deceived  by  a  dream  and  fell  afleep 
again.     A  fhort  time  after   I   awoke  a^ 
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the  walking  difcontinued ;  yet  this  did 
'lot  lefTcn  my  fear.     I  fcarccly  dared  to 
draw  breath,  and  liftened  attentively.    At 
length  the  noifc  was  renewed,  and  fome- 
body  approached,  and  an  icy  hand  touch- 
ed my  face.     I  jumped  out  of.  my  bed, 
fcized  with  terror,  and  called  for  alEft- 
ancc;  however,  nobody  could  liear  mc. 
My  room  being  (ituatcd  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  houfe.     I  attempted  to  get  oirt  of 
the  apartment,  but  fome  perlbn  took  hold 
of  me  and  flung  me  violently  back ;  I  fell 
fenfelefs  on  my  bed — A  confiderablc  time 
after,  I  heard  a  rough  and  hollow  voice 
pronounce  my  name.     Dcfpair  infpircd 
me  with  courage,  I  got  up,  ftruck  «.  light, 
-and — My  Lord,  who  do  you  think  was 
landing  before  me  ?' — 

A  tremendous  clap  of  thunder  fliattcr- 
ing  an  oak  in  millions  of  pieces,  prevent- 
ing me  from  returning  an  anfwer.  Wo 
were  yet  almoft  dunned,  when  a  fecond 
peal  enfued.  The  tree  was  all  in  a  flame. 
Palelki  trembled  violently,  his  teeth  were 
chattering,  and  he  could  fcarccly  (land 
upon  his  legs.    At  length  1  alkcd  •.  ^^  \VViO 


a  drcndful  accent:  from  wh 
iKid  wrote  to  you  two  letters 
rklipn  ?  feeing  myfclf  in  h 
ihoilght  it  wQutd  be  mod  pru 
icii  the  truth  and  therefore  n 
ly,  '^  Yourdifappearing  in  ll 
tjf  the  Coumefs  and  the  min 
yoii  have  eflefted  having  m 
Heve  that  you  muft  be  a  fup< 
ingT  or  at  leaft  fomething  moi 
I  wiflfcd  to  ingratiate  myfcl 
and  prompted  by  that  defire, 
mixed  the  relation  of  the  tec 
Countcfs  with  fuch  fi&ioos 
would  exagcerate  vout  powe 
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*  lies  (hall  appear  in  its  real  fhape  ?" — I 
^as  going  to  exculpate  myfclf,  but  the 
Unknown  would  not  liften  to  me.     "  Will 
**thc  world  not  think"  faid  he,   "  that  I 
**  have  been  privy  to  that  deception,  and 
"ordered  thee  todiVulge  it,  with  a  defign 
**  to  give  the  reftoration  of  the  Counted 
"  a  miraculous  appearance  ?*'  I  did  not 
<lare  to  make  another  attempt  to  vindi- 
cate myfelf  againft  his  reproaches.     He 
commanded  me  to  follow  him,  if  I  valued 
my  life  ;  and  I  did    fo.     A   chaifc   was 
waiting  for  me  at  the  gate ;  the  Unknown 
ordered  me  to  ftep  in,  and  to  repair  to 
•  *  *  o,  where  I  (hould  receive  his  farther 
dire&ions.      At    *  *  ♦  o,    he    appeared 
again   to  me.     "  Take   this   garment  of 
**  a  Pilgrim,"  faid  lie,  ''  and  travel  bare- 
^  foot  to  *  *  *  n,  where  thou  wilt  meet 
•*  the  perfon  whom  thou  hafl  belied  ;  re- 
«  call,  and  tell  him  I  have  fent  thee."     I 
was  afraid  to  make  any  oppofition,  and 
began    my    pilgrimaj^e     without    delay. 
Finding  it  very   painful  to    walk    bare- 
foot, 1  put  fhoes  on,  in  order  to  continue 
my  travels  with  more  eafe.     Would  \.^ 
B  4^  V\C'aNtu\ 
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licavcn!  I  had  never  done  \il  £9fi^$blk0 
very  night  I  was  punifhed  tfitk'4hi4o 
dreadful  convulfions  which  you  millook 
for  epilcpfy.  I  was  afterward  always 
feizcd  with  ihc  fame  difordcr  w^hcnevcr  I 
lelicd  longer  on  my  pilgrimage  than  nc- 
ce(fity  required." 

I^ilefki's  relation  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  the  dreadful  rolling  of  the. thun- 
der, and  the  furious  howling  of  the  tem- 
i-ell,  which  continued  to  rage  with  un- 
;;batcd  violence.  At  length  its  fury  was 
fpent,  the  ilaflies  of  lightening  grew 
fainter,  the  thunder  ceafed  to  roar*  and  a 
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The  charming  evening  invited  me  to  reft, 
I  threw  myfelf  on  the  grafs  and  fell 
aflcep.  A  violent' ftiaking  awoke  me; 
the  lightning  flafhed,  the  thunder  roared, 
and  the  Unknown  ftood  before  me." 

"  The  Unknown^  who  if  not  executed, 
i«  imprifoned  at  ♦  ♦  ♦  ch,  ftood  before 
thee?"  exclaimed  the  Count.  **  Art  thou 
mad?" 

"Would to  God  I  were  mad!  to  the 
unhappy  fufferer,  it  is  frequently  happi- 
nefs  to  be  bereft  of  reafon." 

"  He  ftood  before  thee,  diaft  thou  fay  ?" 
'*  Yes !  he  ftood  before  me  with  dread- 
ful looks,  like  a  midnight  fpcftrc.     The 
fight  of  him,  chilled  the  marrow  in  my 
bones,  and  my  whole  frame  was  fcized 
with  a  tremor  of  terror  when  he  exclaimed 
with  a  thundering  voice  :  "  haft  thou  recal- 
^  led  thy  lie,  for  numbering  here  fo  care- 
^'  lefsly?  Or  didft  thou  fancy  to  have  efcap- 
"  ed  my  looks,  becaufe  thy  eyes  did  not 
"  fee  me  ?  Wherever  thou  art,  my  fpirit  is 
*'  hovering  about  thee  like  the  air  which 
"  furrounds  thee  ^  Be  gone  inftantly !  Woe 
"  unto  thee  if  thou  dareft  to  car  or  lo  AtmUij 

'         '  ^  S  '^  ^ 
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^^  or  to  tafte  the  fweets  of  fleep  before  thou 
^^  haft  executed  my  command  i"  So  faying^ 
he  drove  me  away,  hunting  me  over 
ditches  and  hedges,  through  thorns  and 
thiflles,  'till  my  garment  was  rent  in  nam*. 
beliefs  tatters,  and  the  blood  trickling 
down  my  lacerated  feet.  Unable  to  fuf* 
tain  my  pains  any  longer,  I  began  to  roar 
louder  than  the  tempeft,  when  your  Lord- 
ihip  appeared,  and  my  purfuer  vanifhed 
like  an  airy  vifion/* 

Meanwhile,  the  rain  had  ceafed,  the 
tempeft  was  over,  having  made  room  to 
a  beautiful   night.      The   moon  peeped 
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but  be   fincere,   and  fpeak  without  re« 
ferve!" 

"  My  Lord !  I  think  the  Unknown  is  a 
fuperior  being  r* 

^  So,  thou  haft  perhaps  heard  more  of 
him  than  we  know  already  ?" 

"  I  have  heard  different  accounts  of 
him  during  my  pilgrimage,  but  I  cannot 
be  bound  for  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
been  told/' 

"  Well !  let  us  know  what  thou  haft 
heard,'' 

"My  endeavours  to  know  fomething 
fatisfadory  of  him  proved  abortive  for  a 
long  time.  The  greater  part  of  thofc 
whom*  I  addrefled  with  that  view,  pretend- 
ed never  to  have  heard  any  thing  of  fuch 
a  man,  but  fome  feemed  to  be  ftartlcd  at 
my  queftion,  and  unwilling  to  reply  to  it. 
At  length  I  was  advifed  to  repair  to  a  cer- 
tain hermit  who.  is  Jooked  upon  as  a  faint 
hy  the  multitude,  and  >«  put  my  queftioa 
to  him.  I  went  and  found  him  fitting  on 
the  top  of  a  hill  before  his  cell.  His  head 
was  reclining  on  his  hand,  and  he  feeme^ 
iimqexfc^  iaprpfpund  meditation.  Th^ 
B6  ^^^^^ 


It 
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•noife  which  I  made  in  fiepping  neatei^ 
roufed  him  from  his  reverie ;  I  nevcrfiiw 
a  couhtenance  which  commamls  fo  nrach 
refped  at  firft  fight  as  his.  Although  he 
appeared  to  have  lived  above  a  century, 
yet  his  eyes  were  fparkling  widi  an  uncomi 
mon  luftre,  and  ^very  mien,  and  ivery 
look  of  his,  befpoke  a  certain  innatfl  dig^ 
nity  which  cannot  be  defcribed.  I  ^moft 
confcfs  I  ftood  before  him  like  a  clilpriu 
He  enquired  what  1  wanted.  I  infers^ 
him  of  my  dcHre.  For  fome  dme  he 
gazed  at  me  with  penetratiiig  looki^  and 
then  de fired  me  toioUow  him^  icadinffm^*^ 
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fatisfying  my  curiofity,  and  faid:  "  Re- 
verend father  !  concerning  the  knowledge 
ofmyfelf/l  am  well  aware  that  I  am  a 
poor  guilty  finner/'  **,Look  again  into  the 
mirror!"  he   rcfumed,   **  I  looked,  and 
ftartcd  back  with  terror."     "  What  doeft 
thou  fee?"  the  hermit  afl;ed.    '*  I  behold 
^c  very  perfon  whom  I  want  to  know." 
No  fooner  had  I  pronounced  thefe  words, 
^an  the  curtain  covered  the  mirror  again. 
'*  Thou  haft  pronounced  thy  own  judg- 
ment," the  liermit  re  fumed,  after  a  long 
paufe  of  filence,  "  thou  doft  not  defervc 
"  to  know  the  man  whom  thou  haft  feen 
^*juftnow."    *^  Reverend  father,"  I   re- 
plied,   "  although  I   do  not   deferve  to 
know  the  -whole  myftery,    yet    I    hope 
you   will    not  refufe  nie   a  few  rays  of 
knowledge  !'^    He  reflected   awhile,  and 
then  led  me   into    an    inner  apartment 
which"  was  more  roomy,and  better  lighted 
than  the  former.     "  Art  thou  any  ways 
connc£lcd  ^^rith  the  unknown?"  he  be- 
gan after  vre  were  feated.     "  I  am  con- 
ncftedwith  him  in  a  very  difadvantagc- 
ous  'maiineri"  I  faid;  relating  to  him  the 
•  .   •     '  v4\vo\t 
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vhole  of  my  adventures,  *'  Take  care 
*'  not  to  offend  him,"  he  refumed  -with  a 
ferious  look,  "  for  his  refentment  is 
«'  dreadful.  Only  the  mod  expeditious 
"  and  minute  execution  of  his  commands 
'«  can  reconcile  thee  to  him-  I  know 
"  him.  He  wanders  from  place  to  place^ 
"  to  reward  or  to  punifh,  according  to  the 
"  deferts  of  men.  His  adions,  however, 
*'  are  generally  veiled  in  myfterious  fc- 
"  crefy,  and  he  is  rarely  feen;  yet  he 
"  never  miffes  his  man,  an<f  thou  might 
•*  fooner  efcape  the  keen  figh ted  looks  of 
*'  the  holy  Inquifition  than  his.     He  re- 
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^'  impenetrable.      The  pleafures  of  men 

**have  no  charms  for  him.     His  ufual 

•*  ftate   is  cool    equanimity ;    no    pafBon 

"ruffles  the   ferenity  of  his  mind.   'He 

**  Cannot  be  deceived  by  external  appear- 

"  ances,  noristhemoft  confuihmate  knave 

^  Capable  to  ftand  his  looks.     It  is  fport 

**  to  him  to  know  the  thoughts  of  indivi- 

"  duals ;  the  mod  fecret  affairs  and  rela- 

^^  tions  of  all  ftate  s  and  nations  are  known 

"  to  him.  What  has  happened  fome  thou- 

"  fand  years  ago,  events  which  arc  loft, 

"  in  the  darknefs  of  ancient  times,  he  can 

"  relate  with  as  much  accuracy  as  if  he 

"  had  been  an  eye  witnefs.     Should  you 

"  defire    to    know    the    moft  important 

"  events  which  happen  this  moment  in  all 

**  parts  of  the  world,  afk  him,  and  he  will 

"  relate  them  to  you  as  faithfully  as  if 

**  they  were  carrying  on  in  his  prefence, 

"  He  penetrates  the  dark  veil  of  futurity, 

"  and  never  has  a  prediftion  of  his  proved 

"erroneous.      In    the  midft   of  human 

**  fociety  he  liv^ies  retired  and  friendlefs 

"  like  a  citizen  of  another  world.     His 

*«  folc,  moft  intimate  confidant  is  nature, 
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•'  the  knoiwledge  of  vhofe  hidden  rtiyfterifji^ 
**  enables  him  to  produce  effefts  which 
«'  fill  every  body  with  aftonilhnient.  It 
<'  is  not  lefs  certain,  that  he  is  pofleiled 
^'  of  the  art  to  transform  the  ignobler 
^^  metals  into  gold,  and  that  he  is  gifted 
"  with  the  power  of  rendering  himfelf  ih- 
**  vifible.  I  myfelf  have  been  prefent 
^  when  furrounded  by  a  large  mukitude 
^^  who  fixed  their  eyes  upon  him,  he  dif- 
^»  appeared  fuddenly,  and  a  great  while 
^^  after  appeared  again  in  the  midft  of  the 
^^  aftoniffied  circle.  I  have  feen  hini 
^^  walk  over  rapid  currents  as  if  on  firnl 
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•^  appear  in  woods  and  retired  places,  ai 
"  the  time  of  the  equinox,  or  when  tern-? 
*^  pefti  rage  in  the  air.    He  is  faid  to  con- 
"  verfe  frequently  with  fuperior  beings^ 
"has  faved  many  a  dying  man  from  the 
^javs  of  death,  and  recalled  to  life  the 
^'fojourners  of  the  grave."     Here    the 
hermit  flopped.      **   Doft  thou  wifli    to 
know  any   thing  farther  ?'*   he  at  length 
enquired.     I  begged  him  to  fatisfy  my 
ardent  dcfire,  but  in  vain.     '«  Thou  haft 
*'  requefted  only  a  ray  of  light,"  he  re- 
plied, ^  thy  requeft  has  been  granted—* 
^^ farewell!  thou  knoweft  now  in  wfaofe 
**  power  tixoa  art." 

^  And  you  could  not  perfuade  the  her-% 
mit  to  give  you  a  more  particular  account 
of  the  UnkaownT' 

"  All  my  prayers  were  fruitlefs,"  Pa- 
lelki  replied^  ."  but  about  three  miles 
from  hence  I  have  heard  more  of  tlie 
Unknown^  and  among  others  a  dreadful 
ftory."  So  faying  Palefki  ftarted  fud- 
denly.  "  Holy  virgin  !  what  is  this  ?" 
he  exclaimed,  at  length  fixing  his  eyes  to 
one  fpot,  "  have  I  not  executed  my  com- 
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xniflion  ?"  have  I  not  recanted  as  you  have 
commanded  me  to  do  ?**  •*  What  is  the 
matter,"  the  Count  and  I  exclaimed, 
feizing  Palefki  by  the  ann. 

«  Don't  you  fee  it  ?•• 

«  What  ?  where  ?'*  we  exclaimed  with 
one  voice. 

<^  Yonder  T  he  replied,  without  remov- 
ing his  eyes  from  the  fpot  to  which  he 
pointed  with  his  hand.  -  ' 

I  could  fee  nothing,  but  theCountpMi^ 
tended  to  obferve  a  human  figure  wailb^' 
ing  between  a  clufier  of  trees  at  a'dsCf 
tance.  ::       .t:*-- 
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The  Count  infifted  he  had  feen  fomc 

pcrfon,  but  the  darknefs  and  the  diftancc 

•lad  not  allowed  him  to  difcern  whether  he 

^^i  feen  the  Irifhman  or  not. 

We  haftened  to  the  fpot,  hurt  no  vef- 
^^ge  of  a  human  being  could  be  traced 
out  all  around.     We  returned,  and  pur- 
fued  our  way  to  the  city.     On  the  road 
ve  fpoke  a  great  deal  on   Pale&i's  ap- 
pearance, and  his  account  of  the  Unknown^ 
but  could  not  determine  what  we  fhould 
think  of  it.     We  were  obliged  to  wait  pa- 
tently till  time  (hould  difperfe  the  clouds 
ofmyftery. 

Two  days  after  this  incident  the  Count 
received  a  letter  from  Amelia,  in  which 
Ihe  informed  him  that  her  health  was  en- 
tirely reftored.  At  the  fame  time  fhe 
acquainted  him,  that  certain  weighty  rea- 
fons,  which  fhe  could  not  communicate 
at  prefent,  obliged  her  to  remove  from 
her  caftle  in  the  foreft,  and  to  repair  to 
another  country ;  but  fhe  could  not  yet 
inform  him  of  the  future  place  of  her 
abode. 


*'  tears!'  I  was  in  a  violen 
''  Count,"  exclaimed  I,  "  flie 
flics!  alas,  my  doom  is  fixed 
loft  her  for  ever!"  *'  Do  yc 
removal  a  flight?  and,"  adde 
marks  of  aftonifhment,  **  whj 
k)fc,  if  Amelia  flies?"  I  h 
betrayed  myfelf  too  much,  i 
quently  it  would  have  been  ri 
I  had  been  referved.  I  told 
thing*  "  Then  you  love  A 
exdaimed  with  marks  of  a£ 
**  why  did  you  nojt  tell  me  fo 
♦*  Alas!"  1  exclaimed,  **  Ihot 
be  too  late  ?"     *'  I  don't  fa^ 
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^'  Becaufe  flie  wants  to  get  oat  of  the 
reach  of  a  man  whom   (he   believes  to 
be  the  fon  of  her  hufband's  murderer." 
The  Count  feemed  to  be  of  my  opinion, 
and  replied,  ^^  If  that  fliould  be  the  cafe, 
wc  muft  endeavour  to   convince  her  of 
her  error."     **  But    how    will    that    be 
poffibie,  as  we  are  ignorant  of  the  place 
of  her  abode?"    «  That  we  Ihall  kn-.c 
very  foon^"   was  his  anfwer,    **  (he  Lu 
always  honoured  me  wiih  her  pankx«j 
<^onfidencc,   and   I  am  firmly  cocrincid 
rtiat  fhc  will    foon    dlfclofc  to   nie   bsf 
prcfcnt  fccret." 

Some  lime  fince,   I   had  tried  e-reiy 
^cans  of  banifhing  the   irna^   of   tie 
t  beautiful   Countcfs    from   my  memory  ; 
^nd  had  ftrug^led  hard  to  conquer  a  p^i- 
f^on  which   1  never  expected  to  faiis-y. 
^ly  new    adventures    ray  conne&ionj, 
amufcmcnts,  and  panicularty  the  lof  i  oj 
^y  tutor,  had  indeed  prevented  me  froit 
tcilcaing  on  Amelia  fo  frequently  as 
v-as  ufcd  to  do;  time  and  fcparancn  to 
W  contributed  tVieir  (hate  to  fofien  t\ 
^rft  ardor  of  my  paffion,  and  iVius  \  ^^ 
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fuaded  myfelf  to  extirpate  entirely  the 
few  remains  of  loves  ^^^  ^^  fubdue  a 
fooliQi  paffion.  However  Amelia's  laft 
letter,  and  the  Count's  behaviour,  who 
not  only  feemed  to  approve  my  love,  but^ 
at  the  fame  time,  appeared  to  intereft  him- 
fclf  for  my  fuccefs,  had  opened  my  eyea 
at  once,  and  I  faw  that  1  had  deceived 
myfelf;  the  flame  which  had  lain  dormant 
under  the  deluding  embers  was  ftill  alive, 
and  blown  up  again  with  additional  ve« 
hemence.  The  Irifhman's  caution  never 
to  facriHce  again  at  the  fhrine  of  love  was 
forgotten,  and  I  knew  now  no  concern  of 
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icen  informed,  by  the  aunt  and  her  fon, 
that  her  daughter  was  carried  off,    and 
that  my  brother  was  gone  in  fearch  of  her. 
She  appeared   therefore    agreeably   fur- 
prifed,  when  he  reftored  her  loft  child  to 
her  arms.     She  feemed  to  be  ftruck  with 
horror,  when  Amelia  painted  the  danger 
which  had  threatened  her  at  the  church- 
yard,  and  thanked  my  brother  again  and 
again  for  his  timely  interpofition.     The 
obliging  manner  with  which  Amelia's  mo- 
ther received  my   brother  whenever  he 
vifited  her,   left  hiim  no  doubt  that  his 
nioft  ardent  wifhes  would  meet  no  oppo- 
fition,  and  he  had  agreed  with  Amelia  to 
hreak  the  matter  to  her  mother  the  fol- 
lowing morning.     My  brother  appeared, 
hut  on  his  entiance  in  the  apartment  of 
Amelia's  mother,  obfervcd  that  the  eyes 
of  the  former  were  red  with  weeping,  and 
was  welcomed  by  the  latter  with  great 
coldnefs  and  overftrained  civility.     His 
heart  prefaged  no  good,  however  he  at- 
tempted to  make  known  his  wil^es.    The 
mother  pretended  to  think  herfclf  much 
honoured  by  bis  propofals,  but  lamented 
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at  the  fame  time  that  flie  wai  not  Me  U 
accept  his  advatitageoM  ofieri^  becauD 
her  daughter  waa  to  be  married  to  a  nai 
yiho  had  claims  of  an  older  dttC)  and  i 
was  now  too  late  to  retra£k  her^pfomife 
My  brother  was  tbunderftruck,  aiid  ftarti 
fpeechlefs  at  the  mother  and  Amcflia.  Th 
latter  could  reftrain  her  feetingfc  no  longfeir 
and  (hed  a  torrent  of  teara*  The  motM 
commanded  her  to  leave  the  apartmeiit 
Amelia  threw  herfelf  at  the  feet  ot^ht 
cruel  parent,  and  my  brdther  joiaed'&e 
in  her  endeavours  to  fc^ten  her  cittUbti 
heart,  but  in  vain !     The  mother  was  in 
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on  Amelia,  and  menacing  to  have  rccourrc 
to  the  interpolition  of  the  Icgiflature.  The 
mother  grew  furious^  and  ordered  him  to 
leave  her  houfe  inftantly,  and  they  parted 
^ith  mutual  exafperation. 

**  When  my  brother  recovered  the  power 
of  reflefting,  he  became  dreadfully  fenfi- 
re, how  much  he  h^d  injured  his  caufe 
^y  his  inconfiderate  raftincfs,  and  appre- 
hended that  every  attempt  of  reconcilia- 
tion would  be  ufelefs.  The  event  con- 
finned  the  juftnefs  of  his  fears.  He  wrote 
*  letter  to  Amelia's  mother,  entreating 
her  in  the  moft  fubmiflive  terms,  to  for- 
give him  his  impetuofity,  but  received  no 
anfwer;  he  repeated  the  fame  attempt  a 
few  days  after,>but  with  no  better  fuccef^, 
^d  was  feized  with  defpair. 

**  Hisdiftrefs  wasencreafedby  his  being 
debarred  entitely  from  the  fight  of  Ame- 
.lia,  without  whofc  confcnt  he  would  not 
^kc  violent  meafures.  He  was  conftant- 
ly  hovering  aJround  her  houfe ;  however, 
his  endeavours  to  fee  or  to  fpcak  to  Ame- 
lia proved  fruitlefs.  He  attempted  in 
vain  to  bribe  the  fcrvants  by  monc^  ^twJi 

Vol.  IL  C  '^xo 
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<othe^fliftanceoftheIaw.  AderperateAq>l 
and  yet  no  other  choice  was  leftliiiiu  He 
-could  eafily  forefee  that  this  way  would  be 
not  only  the  longeft,  but  alfo  the  maft  dan- 
:gerous,  as  the  mother  certainly  would. do 
every  thing  in  her  power  to  bribe  the 
judges,  many  of  whom  were  unfortunately 
her  friends,  or  related  to  her,  a  ciiteum- 
ftance  which  gave  him  very  little  hope. of 
fuccefs;  however,  ftemneceifity  badeJum 
try  this  lad  expedient  as  the  only  one 
which  was  left  him,  and  my  brother  was 
juft  going  to  attempt  it,  when  the  faceiof 
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cient  reafon  for  him  to  oppofatheir  union 
with  all  his  power  I  The  firft  treachery 
which  he  had  committed^  was  his  having 
betrayed  the  fecret  of  their  mutual  paf- 
Son  to  his  annt,  the  fecond,  hrs  having  in-- 
troduced  die  Greek  in  her  houfe,  and  lad 
of  all — ^you  fcarcely  will  believe  that  it 
was  he  who  had  propofed  firft  to  carry  off 
his  fifter  !  Now  he  was  come  to  complete 
his  villamouf  work.  His  arrival  "having 
been  carefully  concealed  from  my  bro- 
ther, he  could  fafely  put  in  motion  the 
fecret  fprings  of  his  machinery,  without 
being  fufpe£ied,  and  execute  his  diaboli- 
cal treachery,  while  my  brother  appre- 
hended n4hing  of  that  nature. 

**  One  morning  the  latter  went  to  heat 
mafs  at  the  church  of  the  Dominicans* 
His  wandering  looks  obferved,  accident 
tally  a  young  lady,  fitting  in  a  pew  not 
far  diftant  from  him.  She  viewed  him  at- 
tentively, but  caft  down  her  eyes,  when- 
ever his  looks  met  hers»  He  was  ftruck 
with  furprife,  and  viewed,  the  lovely 
figure  attentively,  but  could  not  recolka 
ever  to  have  feen  her.    No  fooner  had  he 

C  3  VUTWC^ 
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turned  his  looks  from  her,  when  he  per- 
ct  ived  by  a  (Ido  glance,  that  her  eyes  were 
again  dircfted  to  him,  and  turning  to  the 
prayer-book  A\'hcn  he  fecmcd  to  obferve 
it.  Curiollty  prompted  him  to  make  his 
trial  repeatedly,  and  the  effeft  proved  al-' 
ways  the  fame.  Mafs  was  over,  and  every 
one  retired  ;  the  young  lady  ftayed,  and 
my  brother  did  the  fame.  She  was  young 
and  beautiful  like  an  angel ;  his  looks 
rcfted  with  filent  plcafure  on  her  lovely 
form.  At  length  ihe  arofe,  looking  once 
more  at  my  brother,  and  left  the  church; 
His  curiofity  was  raifcd  to  the  higheft  de^' 
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her,"  (he  replied,  "I  am  her  friend.  But. 
will  you  favour  me  with  your  name  ?'*  rfc 
complied  with  her  requeft.  "  Then  you 
arc  the  very  perfon  to  whom  I  have  been 
dire£led  by  my  friend."  "  By  Amelia  T 
my  brother  exclaimed  with  aftonifhment. 
^  Dear  fir,  don't  fpeak  fo  loud;  for 
heaven's  fake  be  filent,  left  we  be  over- 
heard. Follow  me  to  my  houCe,  and  you 
0iall  know  every  thing."  My  brother  was 
in  a  trance  of  rapture,  and  obeyed  the 
charming  unknown,  as  if  an  angel  had 
fpoken  to  him, 

*'  They  converfed  on  indifferent  mat-- 
ters  on  the  road,  and  being  arrived  at 
the  door  of  the  houfe,  the  lady  faid, 
**  You  need  not  be  referved  in  the  pre-' 
fence  of  my  mother ;  flie  knows  your 
whole  hiftory,  and  takes  a  warm  intcrcft 
in  Amelia's  concerns."  They  entered  the 
parlour  and  were  received  by  a  refpefl- 
able  matron,  who  begged  my  brother  to 
be  featcd,  when  Lucy  (this  was  the  young 
lady's  name)  told  her  who  my  brother 
was,  a(king  her  daughter  whether  Ihe  had 
executed  the  commifTion^of  Amelia.  She 
C  4  YC\A\<t^^ 
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replied,  (he  was  juft  going  to  do  iu  My 
brother  was  all  attention.  ^^  I  have  ob- 
fervcd  fomc  time  fince,"  Lncy  began^ 
<^  that  Amelia  appeared  gloomy  and  re-» 
fcrved,  and  conjured  her  feveral .times  to 
tell  me  the  reafon  of  it,  without  fucceed* 
ing  in  my  anxious  endeavours  to  difcover 
the  fourceof  her  grief.  Yefterday  I  was 
at  length  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  her  for  a 
few  minutes  in  private,  her  mother  being. 
abfent,and  was  informed  of  hermelaifcho- 
ly  hiftory.  She  painted  her  misfortunes 
with  colours  fo  lively,  that  I  was  moved 
to  tears.     Perceiving  the  emotion  of  my 
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more — and  prevented  her  from  explaining 
her  wifhes  more  at  large. 

"  This  is  quite  fufficient  t"  my  brother 
exclaimed, "  Did  (he  not  fay  that  no  other 
expedient  was  lef^  but  (light  ?  This  is  all 
that  I  wanted  to  know  !  We  will  (lee, 
and  conceal  ourfelves  in  fome  remote 
corner  of  the  globe.  Q!  it  wasan  excel- 
lent idea,  nothing  can  be  executed  more 
eafily.  Heaven  be  praifed  ;  we  yet  may 
be  happy  !" 

*'  The  old  lady  (hook  her  head*  My  bro- 
ther laughed  at  her  doubts  ;  joy  and  love 
having  rendered  him  like  a  drunken  man, 
who  fees  no  dangers,  where  a  (bbcr  pcrfon 
fhudders  with  terror^  However,  the  old 
lady  who  feared  this  intoxication  might 
prove  fatal  to  his  alfairs,  did  not  fu(fer 
him  to  leave  her  houfe  before  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  do  nothing  without  having  con- 
fulled  with  hen 

,;  «  The  foil  care  of  my  brother  after  he 
h^d  left  her  waf  to  enquire  who-  his  U4i« 
known  friends  were,  and  was  informed 
^bat  the  old  lady  was  ihe  widow  of  a 
JKjr.eAcfej9flifp:C.r,jWho  bad  4ied  tw.o  yeaw 
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ago,  and  left  his  wife  and  daughter  a  fuffr* 
ciency  to  live  eafy  and  comfortable.  My 
brothcT  was  fatisfied  with  that  account. 

^<  Coming  the  next  day,  at  the  appoint^ 
ed  hour,  to  Lucy*s  houfe,he  was  informed 
that  Amelia  was  ill,  and  had  been  watched 
ib  clofely  by  her  mother,  that  it  had  been 
impoflible  to  fpeak  to  her  in  .private. 
'  Lucy  told  him  the  fame  the  day  Allow- 
ing, endeavoured  however  to  perfiiade 
him  that  Amelia's  indifpofition -niras  of  no 
dangerous  nature. 

"  On  his  third  vifit  at  Lucy's  houfe; 
the  latter  met  him  at  the  door  with  the 
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your  bride  as  true  as  I  am  alive,  and  what 
vill  raife  your  aftouifhmcnt  (till  higher, 
you  will  ruin  yourfclf  and  Amelia,  if  you 
rcfufe  to  do  homage  to  my  charms."    My 
brother  did  not  know  what  to  think  of  the 
matter,  and  was  utterly  confounded.     At 
'^ngtb,  Lucy    took   a    paper  from    her 
pocket  book  and  gave  it  him  ;  he  fcarcely 
Could  believe  his  eyes,  when  he  faw  the^ 
rfireSion  was  from  Amelia'shnnd.  '  From 
Amelia  ?"  he  exclaimed    with   fparkling* 
looks — "  yes,  yes  !    I    know  her  hand  ! ' 
But,  alas  !  it  was  no  more  than  one  line  ; 
Bo  whatever  Lncy  Jhall  defire.  ''  Is  this  fiif- 
ficicnt  for  my  legitimation  ?'   the  youn^» 
lady  enquired.     "  But  what  relation  have 
your  credentials  to  your  information  that 
you  are,  and  muft  be  my  bride  ? '  my  bro- 
ther afked  with  evident  marks  of  curiofity 
and  furprifc.     "  That  myftery  my  mama 
vill  unfold  to  you  1"  was  her  anfwer. 

"  1  confulted  yeftcrday,"  the  Matron' 
began,  '^how  Amelia's  elopement— for  I- 
100  can  fee  no  other  expedient  but  flight 
—could  be  effeftcd  in  the  eafieft  manner. 
On  matttre  deliberation,  wc  found  that 
C  6  V\\^ 
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the  execution  of  that  defign  which  ap* 
pcared  fo  very  cafy  to  you  in  the  firft  heat 
ofpaflion,  is  furrounded  by  almoft  infur- 
mountable  obflacles.  Or  do  you  think  it 
a  trifle  to  deceive  the  watchfulnefs  of  her 
mother,  who  guards  Amelia  night  and 
day,  and  the  otticioufnefs  of  the  fervants 
who  are  watching  all  her  fteps  ?  and  to 
carry  her  off  by  violent  means,  you  know, 
would  be  too  dangerous.  I  and  my 
daughter  have  racked  our  brains  in  vain, 
a  long  time,  in  order  to  devifc  fome 
fcaribleplanforeffcfl.ingherefcape,butno 
fooner  had  wc  found  out  one,than  we  were 
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and  flic  yielded  to  my  requcft.     It   was 

neccffary  to  commjunicate  the  new  plan  to 

Amelia,  and  to  hear  her  opinion.     Lucy 

was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  her  for  a  mo- 

njent  in  private ;  fhc  found  the  plan  ex- 

<^ellent,  and  confented  without  hefitation. 

Now  every  thing  depends  upon  your  opi- 

^^otij  and  we  arc  defirous  to  know  what 

you  think  of  it.     My  brother  was    fur- 

prifed  and  aflPefted   by  the   uncxpcfted 

'^^dncfs  of  his  new  friend,  and  ftammcr- 

^d  his  thanks^-^but  Lucy  exclaimed  :— 

"  Spare  your  thanks  and  rather  tell  us 

your  opinion  !'• 

V  Has  not  Amelia  approved  of  it  ?  I 
We  no  other  will  but  hers  I" 

"  The  plan  was  now  carried  into  execu- 
tion. My  brother  could  fcarcely  await 
.  the  following  day,  fo  ardent  was  his  dcfire 
to  know  the  effeBs  of  Lucy's  artifice.  He 
came  to  her  houfe  before  the  appointed 
hour,  and  his  kind  friend  met  him  with 
the  following  account.  **  Amelia's  mo* 
thcr  was  eafier  perfuadcd  of  my  conqueft 
than  1  expeSed.  At  firft  ihc  fancied,  in- 
deed, that  I  was  jetting,  but  wlicn  I  pcr^ 
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fitted  firmly  in  my  aflertion,  and  ren- 
dered our  romance  as  probable  as  pof- 
fible,  fhe  began  to  give  credit  to  v^hat 
I  had  faid — thus  mortals  arc  ever  read3f 
to  believe  ^vhat  they  wifh.  I  am  how- 
ever forry  that  fincerity  obliges  mc  to 
damp  the  pleafurc  which  this  information 
muft  afford  you,  by  the  indifferent  ac- 
count I  can  give  you  of  Amelia*&  health; 
She  has  had  a  relapfc  of  her  fever,  and 
although  the  phyfician  affirms  that  it  will 
have  no  dangerous  confcquences,'  yet  it 
will  retard  for  fome  time  the  execution  of 
ourdefign.**  -  • 
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of  the  fudden  change  of  your  inclination. 
I  muft  endeavour  to  refute  them  through 
fads,  and  with  that  view  have  told  her, 
that  to-morrow,  after  mafs,  fhe  would  fee 
us  walking  arm  in  arm  by  her  window. 
She  piomifed  to  be  at  the  window  at  the 
appointed  hour,  and  on  that  occanon  you 
will  fee  Amelia  too." 

"  The  latter  circumftanccdifpcUed  every 
apprehenfion  which  was  lurking  in  the 
heart  of  my  brother,  ai^  he  awaited  the 
following  morning  with  impatience.  He 
met  Lucy  at  church,  in  order  to  take  a 
walk  with  her  as  it  had  been  agreed. — 
Within  a  fmall  diftance  from  Amelia's 
houfe,  Lucy  faid,  f*  You  will  find  your 
charmer  a  little  pale,  becaufe  the  fever 
has  weakened  her  very  much,  but  for 
God's  fake !  don't  forget  what  part  you 
are  aBing,  bridle  your  looks  and  aCTume 
a  cheerful  countenance."  They  arrived 
at  the  boufe,  and  Amelia  was  (landing  at 
the  window*  My  brother  fancied  he  faw 
her  ghoft,  and  wai  rivettcd  to  the  ground 
with  aftonifhmcnt.  Her  cheeks  we  re  pale, 
her  whole  ir»me  was  emaciated;  ihe 
12  ^1^^ 


tia's  niotlicr,  and  looking  com 
window  where  he  had  feen  th 
heart.  They  liad  paded  the 
liderable  time  before  the  re 
Lucy  roufed  my  brother  fron 
He  wanted  to  go  back^  ando 
lively  remonft ranees  were. abl 
him  from  doing  it. 

**  You  have  pulled  down  at  < 
faid  when  (he  faw^hiifi^eifuo 
*<  a  ftrufturcf  the  baildmg  o 
toft  Amelia  i^atidihyrdiiotln^jfi 
bie,'ai^d  which  \raf  oodftiu^ 
tlfidch  fldll  and  pzim^  iayelhd 
wbkh  yott  return  :fi»rod#>cii 

Tender   von  1  TiaHrro i^*iln iMtaunA 
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eafy  to  be  pad&ccL    **  Xo  !*  fcr  isii 
^  your  conduct  of  rcficidas-  ^^am^yr  ^^  ex- 
cufed.    I  cautioned  yoa  irpezisnrr.  axiii: 
confequenily  you  caa!di2.T£  beeai  pK:- 
pared.    Or  did  yoo  pgrrgpi  ixosjl  x  i^- 
gular  that  the  iick  AoKliz  ooca  aoK  jock 
ib  rofy  2nd  round  as  ibe  ixakkx?  Tiiis 
circumftance,  fo  natonl  asd   cjjirnn:- 
bow  could  it  throir  jov  lb  cjtluJy  c£ 
your  guard  ?*     Tims  flic  i 
ing  for  fome  time,  tili  ibe 
five  fuppIicatioD  of  ast  brocfacr  lurifrd 
her  anger.     She  Yoved,  bovcrcr,  ioicaa- 
'y  never  to  meddle  again  vitk  bis  afdrs, 
if  he  would  not  promife  her  upon  his  bo- 
nour,  to  obey  more  pun£hiaily  in  fomre* 
%  brother  feeing  no  poffibility  of  exe- 
cuting  his    plan   vitkout  bcr  affiance, 
'^und  himfclf  neceflBtatcd  to  comply  with 
•^cr  requeft. 

'•  Lucy  told  him  the  day  following-  ttat 
fcehad  agreed  i^ith  Amelia,  to  remove 
from  her  mother  every  ftiadowof  fufpicior 
by  one  decifive  blow.  '^  With  this  view; 
flic  added,  ^'  1  told  the  mother  that  yoi 
vifittd  mc  every  eyening,  and^if  fhc  ^ou^ 
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flared  at  him  with  hollow  eyes  and  dilap* 
peared  fuddenly.  **  Are  you  a  man  ?* 
Lucy  whifpered  in  his  ear,  and  dragged 
him  onward.  My  brother  followed  me* 
chanically,  without  taking  notice  of  Ame* 
lia  s  mother,  and  looking  conftantly  at  the 
window  where  he  had  feen  the  i4oI  of  his 
heart.  They  had  pafled  the  houfe  a.con^ 
fiderable  time  before  the  reproaches  of 
Lucy  roufed  my  brother  from  Ids  reyerieu 
He  wanted  to  go  back,  and  onljr  the.  moft 
lively  remonftrances  were  able  to-difliittdi 
him  from  doing  it.  »    »» 

*'  You  have  pulled  down  at  once^"  Lucy 
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cafy  to  be  pacified.     "  No  I**   Ihe  faid, 
•*  your  conduft  of  yefterday  cannot  be  ex- 
cufed,    I  cautioned  you  repeatedly,  and 
confequently  you  could  have  been  pre- 
pared.    Or  did  you  perhaps  think  it  im- 
gular  that  the  fick  Amelia  does  not  look 
fo  rofy  and  round  as  the  healthy  ?  This 
circumftance,  fo  natural   and    expelled, 
W  could  it  throw  you  fo  entirely  off 
your  guard  ?"     Thus  ihe  continued  fcold- 
ing  for  fome  time,  till  the  mod  fubmif- 
five  fupplication  of  my  brother  pacified 
her  anger.     She  vowed,  however,  folemn- 
'  ly  never  to  meddle  again  M'ith  his  affairsf 
if  he  would  not  promife  her  upon  his  ho* 
nour,  to  obey  more  punBiially  in  future. 
My  brother  feeing  no  poflibility  of  exe- 
cuting   his    plan   without  her  alfiftance, 
found  himfelf  neceflitated  to  comply  with 
her  requeft. 

"  Lucy  told  him  the  day  following,  that 
flie  had  agreed  with  Amelia,  to  remove 
from  her  mother  every  Ihadpwof  fufpicion 
by  onedecifive  blow.  "With  this  view,? 
flie  added,  "  I  told  the  mOtl^ex  that  yon 
vifittd  me  every  evenings  and^i£lh^^i>vil4 
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"  Merciful  God!"  a  perfon  exdahned 
in  the  clofet,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  vio^ 
lent  fall  was  beard.  My  brother  grew  as  pale 
as  aflies,  ftartcd  up  and  exclaimed  in  s 
trembling  accent,  ^  this  is  Ameliift 
voice  r*  rufbing  at  |he  fame  time  towardg 
the  door  of  the  clofet,  with  a  defign  lo 
force  it  open.  Lucy  kept  hixn  back« 
<  Have  you  forgot  your  promife?  wiU 
you  fpoil  every  thing  once  more?'  Thia 
produced  the  defired  effed.  Lucy  hur* 
ried  him  in  an  adjoining  room  and  bolted 
the  door  from  without.  Some  time  afterj 
fhe   returned  with  the  intelligence  thai 
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xn  yourhoufe  ?"  **  No  j  fhe  was  carried 
home  inftantly!"  "  But  why  did  fhe  faint 
away  ?**  **  How  can  I  know  it  ?  She  u  an 
enthuliaft!  perhaps  her  imagination  has 
played  her  a  trick,  and  ihe  has  taken  for  a 
moment  that  fcene,  which  was  mere  fic- 
tion, for  reality.  .  Imagination,  perhaps, 
has  affeSed  her  nerves  and  produced 
a  fainting  fit.  At  prefent,  I  can,  bow- 
ever,  only  guefs  at  the  caufe  of  her  fwoon- 
ing,  but  to-morrow  I  fhall  inform  myfelf  in 
a  manner  more  fatisfaftory."  My  brother 
went  home  in  a  dreadful  agony  of  mind. 

"  Thus  far,"  faid  the  Count,  rifing 
from  his  feat,  "  my  relation  has  been  an 
extraft  from  a  letter  of  my  brother.  How- 
ever,  the  extraordinary  turn  this  tale  is 
now  going  to  take,  you  fhall  know  to- 
morrow from  a  letter  which  my  brother 


wrote  to' me". 


Th^  next  day  I  received  the  letter,  and 
inclofed  in  it  an  almofl  illegible  note,  by 
the  fame  hand.  I  Ihali  fubjoin  copies  of 
both. 

•^iShC'is  dead!  you  do  *  no^  believe  it$ 
*  however,    fike  is  really  dead«-I  hav^ 


46  THE    VICTIM  OF' 

fecn  her  in  her  coffin.  I  have  patd.her 
a  laft  eternal  vifit,  at  midnight.  My  hair 
bridled  up ;  but  if  you  knew  what  ihe 
has  faid.  To  day  ihe  has  been  bnriedL 
I  followed  her  funeral  train, aortdead 
than  alive.  But  now  I  am  eafy.  Alaa I 
I  cannot  even  wee^  Her  image  hoTcn 
before  me  whitherfover  I  turn  any  looks. 
She  has  loved  me  deaily ;  iiowevny  Ihe 
was  doomed  to  an  early  grave,  and  I 
cannot  conceive  how  it  is  poffible  that 
I  am  alive  yet.  Where  ihalL  I  he  wfaea 
thefc  lines  will  be  perufed  by  you;        • 
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^  me  that  (he  had  not  been  feizcd  with  a 

*  fainting  fit,  on  account  of  our  difcourfc, 
^aswe  fuppofed,  but  had  made  a  (lip  in 
^  getting  upon  a  chair,  in  order  to  look 
^  through  a  crevice  in  the  door,  and  hurt 

*  herfclf  much  by  the  fall,  which,  as  the 
•^  phyfiician  apprehended,  might  have  oc- 

*  cafioned  a  contufion  in  the  head,  and  be 
■  of  very  bad  confequences.     You  will 

*  fpare  me  the  defcription  of  the  lament- 
^  able  fituation  in  which  this  intelligence 
*lias  thrown  your  unfortunate  brother. 

*  One  evening  I  was  fitting  alone  in  my 

*  apartment,  immcrfed  in  namelefs  grief, 

*  when  a  loud  knocking  againft  my  door 

*  roufed  mc  from  my  reverie.     Who  is 

*  there  ?  I  exclaimed,  rather  engry.  **  Fer- 
^dinand!"  a  voice  groaned  in  a  doleful 

*  drain;  the  door  was  opened,  but  no  one 

*  entered.     A  dreadful  foreboding  chilled 

*  my  very  foul ;  the  voice  which  had  pto- 
^  nounced  my  name  was  Amelia's  voice. 
^  I  flew  to  the  door  with  a  candle,  but  no 

*  peribn  could  be  fcen  nor  heard.     1  ran 

*  down  ftairs,  fearching  cVcry  comer,  bK 

*  no  human  being  could  be  f6und.    Noni 
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^  I  recollcQed  firft,  that  it  would  be  la- 

*  bour  loft,  if  I  fhould  fearch  here  for 
f  Amelia,  who  was  confined  to  her  bed  by 
^iicknefs;  but  in  the  fame  moment,  an 

*  idea  rufhed  upon  my  foul  which  thrilled 
<  me  with  horror.  I  haftened  to  Lucy's 
^  houfe;  Ihe  met  me  pale  and  trembling. 
^  «^  Alas  !*'  groaned  ihe,  hiding  her  wan 
^  face,  ^^  Amelia  is  very  ill  !**  She  is  dead! 
^  I  exclaimed,  all  in  a  tremor.  ^  Merci- 
♦ful  God!"  (he  replied,  ^Vthen you  kndw 

*  it  already."  My  mifery  was  now  con^ 
^  firmed,  {ind  I  dropt  to  the  ground  in  a 
^  fainting  fit. 

*  When  I  opened  my  eyes,  I  perceived i 
jnothcr  llandi 
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■^  Yio  regard  to  your  fituatioiii  ConHder 
*  the  confufion  in  which  this  incident  mult 
■^  liave  thrown  her  family;  and  bow  ecu  id 
^  you  be  fo  imprudent  to  face  her  mother 
^  under  fiicb  cirCiunftances  ?  how  Can  yoU 
^  hope  to  be  admitted  T*    • 

^  Howeveri  (he  promifed  me  to  bribe 
^  the  nnrfct  and  to  procure  me  admiffion 

*  when  the  family  (hould  be  gone  to  reft* 
-We  agreed  that  the  hufband  of  the  nurfe 
-^fliould  call  on  me  after  midnight,  and 
^condud  me  to  Amelia*s  houfe.  Lucy's 
^  mother  was  as  good  as  her  word.  Half 
<an  hour  after  twelve  o  clock  a  man  ap* 
Speared  under  my  window,  giving  the 
^  fignal  which  we  had  agreed  upon*  Hav- 
^  ing  charged  a  brace  of  piftols,  I  put 
^  them  in  my  pockety  and  followed  my 
^condu6lor.     The  night  was  as  dark  as 

*  myjmind;  only  a  few  folitary  ftars  were 
J^  gleaming  through  the  black  clouds,  like 

*  die  lamps  in  a  church-yard.    Awful  ftill- 
«  nefs,  not  interrupted  by  the  leaft  ruftling 

*  of  the  wind,  had  covered  the  face  of 

*  earth*     In  my  foul  too  a  profound  ftill- 
»  nofs  reigned ;  but  it  refembled  that  drcad- 


THE  VICT  p-v^tin-a 


MAGICAL  *&  ELUSION.  51 

mod  vehement  emotion,  and  threw  my- 
felf upon  her;  however  the  nurfe  pulled 
me  forcibly  back,  throwing  herfdf  at 
my  feet,  and  conjured  me,  for  God*4 
fake,  not  to  betray  her  by  my  turbu- 
lence. I  promifed  to  be  eafy^  and 
walked  up  and  down  the  room,  wring- 
ing my  hands  in  dreadful  agony  of  body 
and  foul. 

*  Meanwhile  the  firft  violent  tempeft 
which  raged  in  my  foul  abated,  making 
room  for  the  recolleftion  of  a  defign 
which  will  make  you  fliudder.  I  foUnd 
myfelf  unable  to  furvive  Amelia,  and 
this  notion  had  begot  the  horrid  refolu- 
tion  to  die  by  her  fide.  With  that  view 
I  had  put  the  piftols  in  my  pocket,  and 
fettled  my  worldly  affairs.  I  was  now 
going  to  write  only  a  few  lines  to  Ame- 
lia's mother,  and  then  to  execute  Ay 
black  defign,  becaufe  I  apprehended  I 
fhould  be  prevented  from  accomplifhing 
it  if  I  fhould  podpone  it  any  longed.  1 
defired  the  nurfe  to  cover  the  corpfe 
again,  and  to  leave  me  a  few  moments 
to  myfelf,  putting  a  couple  of  loui^d'grt 
-Da  ^  \\^ 
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<  in  her  hahd.  The  gold^  and  my  appa^ 
^  rent  ufanquillity,  had  the  defired  cffefl. 
^  As  Toon  as  I  was  left  aloncy  I  was  going 

<  to  execute  my  defign. 

^  But,  brother,  over  ui  rules  a  higher 
c  power,  whofe  flaves  we  are,  though  we 
^  dream  that  we  are  the  arbiters  of  our 

<  fate.     Liften  to  a  tale  which  furpa0es 

*  all  powers  of  conception,  and  the  recoU 

*  ledion  of  which  thrills  me  to  the  mar« 
•*  row  of  my  bones. 

'  1  had  already   placed   the   note  for 

*  Amelia's  mother  on  th6  table,  was  pre- 
^  paring  to  rufh  into  eternity,  and  going 
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hodlow  accent,  ^^  Ferdinand,  don*t  be 
afraid  1     My  fpirit  has  got  leave  to  re- 
turn once  more  to  its  former  abode  in 
order  to  take  leave  of  thee.     Our  love  • 
was  not  for  this  world.      Retire  to  a 
cloifter,  and  there  await  the  hour  which 
will  foon  unite  us  by  indiflbluble  bonds**.  ^ 
Having  pronounced    thefe  words,   fli^ 
ihut  her  lips  and  dropped  down  again^ 
into  the  coffin. 

*  The  nurfe  who  ruflied  into  the  room, 
awakened  me  from  the  ftupor  in  which 
that  fcene  had  thrown  me.  She  looked 
fearfully  around,  and  when  her  eyes 
met  me,  ftaggered  back.  I  mull  have 
had  the  appearance  of  a  dying  man. 
^  Jefu !  Maria !  what  is  the  matter 
with  you  ?'*  ftie  exclaimed,  **  I  have 
heard  fomebody  talking  in  the  room  !** 

'  Nothing,  nothing  !"  I  replied,  wiping 
the  cold  fweat  from  my  face,  **  I  have 
been  talking  to  myfelf."  Perceiving 
that  (he  did  not  believe  me,  I  went  away) 
in  order  to  avjud  all  farther  queRions% 
^  Amelia  waj^butied  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 

*  morning.    I   followed    the   funetaV  ^x 


J4  THEVICTIMOF 

*  fome  diftance,  with  tottering  fteps,  and 

*  now  my  tearj  began  firft  to  flow.     Co- 

*  pious  torrents  eafe'd  my  hearty  which,  till 

*  then,  had  laboured  under  the  weight  of 

*  filent  agony.     I   followed  the  train  to 

*  the  church  of  the  Carmelites,  in  whofe 

*  vault  the  remains  of  Amelia  were  rc- 

*  pofed.     During  the  funeral  ceremonvj 

*  I  fancied  fcveral  times  that  the  whole 

*  fcenc  was  but  a  dclufion  of  a  horrid 

*  dream.     But  when  the  men  took  hold* of 

*  the  coffin,  in  order  to  let  it  down  into 

*  the  tomb,  I  awoke  at  once  to  fenfations 
«  which   only   can    be   equalled   by   the 
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^  hope  and  all  my  happinefs  wasintombed. 

*  However,  the  fexton  reminded  me  at 
^  length,  that  it  was  time  to  (hut  the  church, 

*  and  I  was  obliged  to  leave  it  reluflantly. 

*  I  walked  from  the  church  through  the 
<  porch,  arid  was  in  the  monaftery  ere  I 

*  was  aware  of  it.  Here  Amelia's  laft  words 

*  rufhed  fuddenly  on  my  memory,  and  I  de- 

*  termined  on  the  fpot  to  enter  into  the  or-' 

*  derof  the  Carmelites.  I  was  rejoiced  at  the 

*  opportunity  to  put  Amelia's  requeft  in 
^  execution,  in  a  place  to  which  her  tomb' 

*  attra6led  me  irrefiftibly. 

^  My  aim   is   now  gained  ;  for  feven 

*  days  after  Amelia's  interment,  I  hiaive  been 

*  received  into  the  order  of  the  Carmelites, 

*  and  from  their  monaftery  you  receive  this 

*  letter.     I  beg  you  will  not  reproach  me 

*  for  having  taken  a  ftep  which  will  lead  me 

*  to  peace  of  mind.  Within  thefe  cloifter- 
^  ed  walls  I  have  found  a  tranquillity  which 

*  the  world  could  not  have  afforded  me. 
«  Farewell  r 

"  The  contents  of  this  letter,'*  faid  I, 
after  I  had  perufed  it  twice,  "are  as 
dreadful  as   they   are  incredible.     The 
D  4  ^c«il 
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fcene  of  Amelia  in  the  coffin  reminds  me 
of  a  {imilar  one,  of  which  Palefki  has  given 
me  an  account." 

<^  That  account  was  a  forgery^  and 
Pilefki  an  impoflor.  I  hope  yoa  will  not 
form  a  fimilar  opinion  of  my  brother  and 
his  narrative." 

^*  God  forbid  ! — however— could  not 
your  brother  have  been  deceived  by  a 
deluding  dream  ?" — 

"  The  whole  narrative  ought  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  contrary  !" 

^^  Then  the  incident  has  really  hap- 
pened ?" 
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"  The  contents  of  this  letter  aftoniQied 
me  not  Icfs  than  you.     The  idea  of  my 
brother's  being  in  a  cloifter  was  infupport* 
able  to  me.     Having  however,  no  reafon 
to  expeft  that,  in  his  (late  of  mind,  he 
would  liften  to  my  arguments,  I  deter- 
mined to   wait  five  or  fix   months,  flatr 
tering  myfelf  with    the   hope,   that    his 
former  difguft  againft    a  cloiftered    life 
vould  awake  again  and  render  hira  more 
inclined  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  reafon 
and  fraternal  love.     But  two  months  pre- 
vious to  the  time  when  I  intended  to  pay 
him  a  vifit  for  that  purpofe,  I  was  fo  for- 
tunate  to  get  acquainted  with  a  man  whofe 
interference  effected  a  more  happy  and 
more  uncxpeftcd  change  in  my  brother's 
ailairs  than  my  moft  fanguine  hopes  would 
have  divined. 

One  evening  when  I  was  at  the  theatre, 
andjuft  going  to  uke  a  nap,  I  was  fud- 
denly  roufcd  by  a  noife  in  the  box  con- 
tiguous to  mine,  which  atirackedmy  notice. 
A  man  wrapt  in  a  blue  cloak  entered  the 
box,  feating  himfclf  oppofite  to  me.  His 
eves  wandered  with  an  uncommon  quick- 
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nefs  through  all  parts  of  the  theatre— 
(lopped  fuddenly,  and  feemed  fixed  on 
one  objed  which  theyhad  fought  and  found. 
Soon  after,  the  man  took  a  miniature 
piflure  out  of  his  pocket,  comparing  it 
with  the  perfon  whom  his  looks  had 
examined  fo  attentively,  and  who  was  the 
Duke  of  Orleans. — However,  on  a  mo- 
tion which  that  nobleman  made,  my 
neighbour  removed  to  the  back  part  of 
the  box,  where  the  greater  diftance  and 
the  darknefs  rendered  him  undifcernible 
to  every  one  except  myfelf.  Now  he 
pulled  off  his  cloak,  uncovered  his  head, 
?  which 
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every  thing  befpoke,  from  my  fmall  phy- 
fiognomical  knowledge,  the  man  who  was 
hoTTt  to  rule,  and  to  a£t  in  fecret  and  to 
give  laws  to  empires.  Yet  this  defcrip* 
tion  is  highly  imperfe6l,  is  only  a  rough 
profile  which  firft  derives  fingularity  and 
intereft  from  the  reft  of  its  features.  His 
brow  difplayed  no  veftige  of  either  joy 
or  fadnefs.  His  eyes  befpoke  an  uncom- 
mon equanimity.  His  mouth  betrayed 
neither  love  nor  hatred.  The  whole  of 
his  countenance  did  not  command  confi- 
dence, and  yet,  his  eafy  and  meditating 
phyfiognomy  attracted  me  forcibly.  Now 
and  thet^  a  flafh  of  inward  motion  (hot 
forth  and  repelled  me  irrefiftibly.  His 
pale  hue  encreafed  the  ftrange  impreflioa. 
which  his  '  countenance  *  produced  upon 
me. — 

"  What  is  that  ?'•  I  exclaimed,  "  You 
are  painting  the  pifture  of  the  Iriihman  fo 
lively  and  faithfully,  that  one  ihould  think 
he  were  ftanding  before  you,** 

*«  How  ?  the  Iriflxman  ?" 

^^  No  origipal  can  fit  your  copy  better^ 
ihan  the  face  of  that  man," 

D  6  ^}  U 
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^^  It  would  kill  me,  if  your  obfervadotf 
fliould  be  confirmed." 

««  You  will  be  the  beft  judge  of  it,  for 
you  have  feen  him  when  you  arrefted 
him." 

«<  True !  but  this  was  at  night,  by  the 
light  of  torches,  and  in  a  difguifc,  whick 
never  would  have  made  me  fufpeft  his 
being  the  perfon  in  queftion,  although  the 
ilate  of  mind  in  which  1  then  was,  would 
have  allowed  me  to  examine  his  counte-' 
nance  more  minutely.  Impelled  by  the 
unfavourable  opinion  which  your  tutor 
entertained  of  the  Unknown^  and  the  ac» 
count  of  the  magiftrate,  i  have  arrefted  a 
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^  Well  then^  liften  to  the  coiuiniiation 
of  my  narrative : . 

^^  That  ftrange  man  whom  you  fancy- 
to  have  been  the  Iriihman,  appeared  to 
p^y  not  the  leaft  regard  to  the  play.     He 
took  a  packet  of  letters  out  of  his  pockety 
^d  read  one  after  the  other.     Having 
pcrufed  them  and  bbferving  that  my  look^ 
vcre  conftantly  direfied  at  him,  he  viewed 
TO  more  attentively.      I  perceived  very 
foon  that  I  had  attrafted  his  notice*  and 
dcfiriog  to  know  the  reafon  of  it,  I  endea- 
voured to  enter  in  conversation  with  him. 
I  afked  him  how  he  liked  the  play  ?  and 
Was  aftonifhed  to  hear  a  (hort  but  ex- 
tremely fenfible  criticifmi  not  only  on  the 
play,  but  alfo  on  every  player.     But  my 
aftonifhment  rofe  to  the  higheft  degree, 
when  he  called  ime  by  my  name,  and  ^Iked 
me  whether  I  had  not  heard  lately  of  my 
brother  at  the  monaftery  of  the  Carmelites^ 
Condading  from  this  queilion,  that  be  wa^ 
intimately  acquainted  with  him,  I.  did  Mti 
hcffiute  to  give  him  a  faithful  acffount  of 
his    hiftory.      He    liftened    attentively. 
When  I  had£nii)ied|  his  looks  were  fixe4 

vi. 
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to  the  grqjand  for  fome  time,  and  he  feem* 
ed  immerfed  in  profound  meditation.  At 
once  he  took  me  by  the  hand  and  faid^ 
**  come  to  this  place  again  to-morrow !  I 
will  reftore  your  brother  to  happinefs/ 
So  faying,  he  left  the  box.** 

««  You  may  eafily  f:onccive  how  I  was 
furprifed!  I  awaited  the  folloiyng  day 
with  the  greateft  impatience,  and  was  at 
the  theatre  a  great  while  before  "the  play 
began.  However,  my  curiofity  was  on 
the  rack,  for  he  did  not  come  before  the 
play  was  almoftover.  "  It  will  be  necef- 
fary,"  faid  he,  "  that  you  depart  for  the 
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interefthimfelf  formy  brother  ?^nd  how 
can  he  aflure  me  with  certainty  that  it  will 
be  in  his  power  to  reftore  him  to  happi- 
nefs?  Has  he  read  the  book  of  fate?  or 
can  he  recal  the  dead  to  life  ?  For  without 
Amelia  my  brother  never  can  be  happy. 
The  whole  was  a  profound  myftery  to  me. 
I  departed  in  the  beginning  of  the  enfu- 
ing  week.  Hope  and  fear,  how  this  myf- 
tery would  be  unfolded,  were  my  com- 
panions. As  foon  as  I  was  arrived,  I  went 
to  the  Provincial,  and  delivered  to  him 
the  fealed  note.  "  Then  you  arc  the  bro- 
ther of  Count  Clairval,"  faid  he,  after  he 
had  read  the  note.  Having  affirmed  it) 
he  aflvcd  me  whether  I  had  feen  my  bro- 
ther? When  I  denied  it,  he  refumed :  ^  I 
wifh  you  would  conceal  from  him  the  pur- 
port of  your  vifit ;  time  will  unfold  to  you 
the  reafon  I  have  for  this  requeft.  Go 
now,  embrace  and  tell  him  that  I  fhall  be 
glad  to  fee  him  in  about  half  an  hour." 
Having  made  me  promife  to  take  up  my 
abode  in  the  monaftery  during  my  (lay, 
he  difmifl'ed  me.  I  haftened  to  my  bro- 
ther ;  but  gracious  heaven !  how  he  was 
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be  fare  whether  I  was  not  miftaken.  So 
much,  however,  is  certain,  that  I  took 
this  accident  for  a  favourable  omen, 
which  raifcd  my  drooping  fpirits,  al- 
though I  could  not  forefec  the  poflibility 
of  a  happy  cataftrophc. 

"  Being  arrived  at  the  cloiftcrwe  w^ere 
Ihewn  into  the  parlour.  The  Abbefs  en- 
tered.— '^  You  wifh  to  fpeak  to  Seraphine 
Albatroffi?"  faid  fhe  to  my  brother,  "you 
Ihall  fee  her,"  and  retired.  After  a  few 
moments  fhe  returned  with  a  nun,  whofe 
face  was  covered  with  a  veil.  My  bro- 
ther was  going  to  deliver  the  letter,  when, 
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be  had  lamented  as  dead.  Even  when  he 
bad  recovered  from  hit  fwoon,  I  ob« 
ferved  by  his  looks,  his  motions  and  his 
faultering  accents,  that  he  fancied  the 
whole  fcene  to  be  a  delafion  of  his  ima- 
ginaiion  or  a  fecond  apparition.  He  wai 
on  the  point  to  have  a  fecond  fainting  fit^ 
when  the  Abbefs  led  Amelia  to  bis  arms, 
tnd  thus  convinced  him  of  the  reality  of 
her  pcrfon. 

"  Father  Eugene  and  the  Domina  were 

fo  kind  as  to  retire,  and  to  fufFer  me  to 

he  the  fole  witnefs  of  the  firft  emotions 

of  the  happy  couple.     But  how  was  my 

brother  feized  with   terror  and  aftonifh* 

ment,  when  he  vras  fcornfuUy  repelled  by 

Amelia,  whom  he  was  going  to  prefs  to  his 

panting  bofom !  ^^  Stand  off,  perfidious 

man  !**  fhe  faid,  ^^  are  you  come  to  mock 

me?*     My  brother  was  rivctted  to 'the 

floor,  fpeechlefs,  and  with  the  wild  looks 

of  a  poor  wretch  who  has  dreamed  he  wai 

die  faappieft  man  living,  and  when  awakr 

ing,  finds  himfelf  in  a  noifome  dungeon* 

Seeing  him  almoft  petrified,  and  unable  to 

nttcr  a  fy liable,  I  faid,  **  1  beg  your  par- 
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don^  my  Lady^  for  meddling  with  your 
concerns ;  however,  it  cannot  be  indif- 
ferent to  hear  my  brother  called  a  vil- 
lain. Who  has  dared  to  tnftill  that  fatal 
fufpicion  in  your  heart?"  *^  Would  to 
God  !"  fhe  replied,  "  it  were  nothing  but 
mere  fufpicion!  would  I  wear  this  veil 
if  I  had  not  the  mod  convincing  proofs 
of  his  perfidy  ?"  So  faying,  Ihe  threw 
herfelf  on  a  chair,  and  covered  her 
face  again  to  hide  her  (lowing  tears.  Thi« 
fight  reitored  my  brother  at  once  to  life, 
and  the  power  of  utterance,  O!  Ame- 
lia V  he  exclaimed,  '*  would  I  appear  be- 


MAaiCAL  DELUSION.  u 

ful  looks^  and  that  contemptuous  filence? 
Have  I  not  literally  executed  the  laft  com- 
nand  you  have  pronounced  in  the  coffin? 
is  not  this  garment  which  I  wear,  an  in- 
conteftible  proof  of  my  obedience  ?*'-7P 
^  What  do  you  mean  by  death  and  cof- 
fin ?**  Amelia  replied^  ftill  miftaking  his 
fpeech  for  the  language  of  inianity,  *^  when 
have  I  ever  given  yon  a  command  to  that 
purpofe  ?"*  ^  The  night  before  you  was 
buried."  At  the  lame  lime  he  men- 
tioned the  month  and  day  .when  this 
had  happened.  ^^  The  night  of  which 
you  are  fpeaking,  is  the  fame  in  which  I 
entered  thefe  cloiftered  walls.  Do  you 
call  taking  the  veil  to  die  ?**  ^^  As  fure 
as  I  am  alive  (my  brother  exclaimed)  I 
fawyoM  really  in  the  coffin,  followed  your 
funeral  to  the  chapel  of  the  Carmelites, 
where  you  have  been  entombed."  <<  My 
God !  this  is  too  much  I"  exclaimed  Ame- 
lia^  when  father  Eugen  entered  the  par* 
lour  with  the  Abbefs. 

«  Children  !"  faid  the  latter,  ^  you  will 
never  come  to  an  eclairciffement  while 
you  are  deltitutc  of  the  key  to  your  hif* 

4^ 
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prevent  the  poffibility  of  a  reconciliaiion. 
The  execution  of  this  plan  promifed  him 
the  additional  advantage  to  get  pofleflBon 
oF  her  paternal  inheritance--^  circum- 
Itance  which  was  the  principle  view  which 
had  prompted  him  to  perpetrate  that  in« 
[x^rnal  deed,  becaufe  the  fortane  his  father 
had  left  him  was  infufficient  to  defray  the 
cxpcnces  of  his  licentious  manner  oip  liv« 
ing.  Charles  was  beloved  by  Lucy^  and 
confequently  found  it  not  difficult  to  drttir^ 
her  into  the  plot  which  he  had  fbnndd' 
with  his  mother  againft  the  unfaapp)^ 
couple.     She  confented  with  fo  much  Att 
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lodcccK-e  Amelia's  mother.  The  fnaic 
vas  laid  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  my  bro- 
ther could  not  well  efcape  it.  The  ac- 
quaintance which  he  made  with  Lucy  at 
chapel,  was  the  firfl:  deciding  ftep  to 
1ms  ruin.  Charles  rcprcfcnted  their  con- 
>^e6lion  to  his  fitter  as  the  effefcl  of  a 
<^onqueft  which  Lucy's  charms  had  gained 
over  Ferdinand*s  heart.  Amelia  laughed 
; '  'it  it  at  firft ;  but  Lucv,  who  confirmed  his 
*  ^ffcnion,  invented  every  day  fo  many 
plaufiblelies,  that  Amelia's  heart  at  length 
became  the  retting  place  of  jealoufy, 
ftnd  the  whole  terrible  train  of  that  in- 
fernal monfter." 

"  But  how  could  Amdia  in  that  fitua- 
tion  write  to  your  brother  that  he  fhould 
do  every  thing  that  Lucy,  her  rival,  fhould 

"  Thexotcwas  for<:nd,  Charles  having 
imitated  the  hand  of  hi%  filler/' 

'*  I  comprehend  you ;  go  on,  if  you 
pleafc." 

"  Amelia  had  been  tormented,  as  yet, 
by  the  bare  pollibility  of  Ferdinand's  per- 
fidy ;hovcvcr^  the  po/fibilityait'ixmcd  vW 
K  2  \<\^^^^ 
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highcft  degree  of  probability,  vrhen  fhe 
faw  Lucy  pafs  her  window  in  triumph  on 
Ferdinand's  arm.  But  having  witnefled 
the  fcene  which  was  aflcd  at  Lucy's  houfe^ 
the  probability  of  Ferdinand's  infidelity 
was  raifed  to  the  moft  indubitable  certain- 
ty ;  the  confequence  of  which  was  a 
fainting  fit,  and  the  profoundeft  contempt 
for  my  brother.  Charles  had  waited  with 
impatience  for  this  crifis,  and  took  ad- 
vantage of  Amelia's  lamentable  fituation, 
to  pcrfuade  her  to  take  the  veil.  He 
fuccccdcd  without  difficulty ;  and  flic 
cunilMiLcd  with  a  melancholy  plcafuve  to 
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that  perfuafion^  he  announced  her  death 
one  evening  by  the  groans  which  f\Tdi- 
nand  had  heard  before  his  door,  and  a£lcd, 
in  the  night  when  flie  was  carried  to  the 
cloifter,  the  part  of  the  dead  Amelia. 
You  are  aftonifhed.  You  gaze  at  me 
with  doubtful  looks.  Yet  this  was  really 
the  cafe.  Charles  had  watched  the  time 
when  my  blrother*s  fervant  was  out  of  the 
houfe,  dole  foftly  to  his  door,  and 
imitating  the  voice  of  his  fifter  pro- 
nounced the  name  Ferdinand !  in  a  dole- 
ful accent,  opened  the  door,  and  made  his 
efcape. — 

"  That  point  I  will  not  difpute  with 
you  ;  however,  you  will  never  make  me 
believe  that  he  a£ted  the  part  of  a  corps, 
and  expofed  himfelf  to  the  almoft  certain 
danger  of  being  caught  in  the  fa£l,  and 
that  your  brother  fhould  have  fuffercd 
bimfelf  to  be  deceived  in  fuch  a  blunt 
manner.'* 

"  And  yet  what  I  have  told    you  is 

literally  true.     The  features  of  Charles 

bearing  a  great  refemblance  to  thofe  of 

bis  filler,  and  the  red  of  the  body  being 

3  £  3  covci^^ 
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covered  by  the  pall,  the  deception  was 
in)t  fo  very  dillicult.  Bcfidcs,  if  you 
cor.fider,  that  my  brother  entertained  not 
the  lead  doubt  againft  Lucy's  account  of 
Amelia's  death;  that  the  groans  which  he 
had  heard  before  liis  door,  and  the  myf- 
lerious  manner  in  which  he  was  introduced 
iii  tiie  apartment  where  the  pretended 
corps  was  lying,  and  other  iimilar  cir- 
cniiidances  had  been  prepared  to  make 
the  fcenc  which  was  difplayed  .before  his 
eyes  pafs  for  reality,  then  you  will  not 
think  him  over  credulous,  nor  the  people 
he  had  to  deal  with  too  daring,  and  too  fan- 
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that  it  was  almoft  impoflfible  for  him  to  de- 
left the  fraud,  nay,  even  to  harbour  the 
lead  fufpicion  of  a  deception ! — Charles 
vould  have  fucceeded,  even  if  he  had 
poffeffcd  only  half  the  temerity  which  he 
was  gifted  with," 

**  Neverthelefs,  Charles  was  not  entiro 
ly  fecure  of  fuccefs*     How  would  he,  for 
example,  have  extricated  himfelf,  if  Fer- 
dinand had  perceived  life  in  him,  when  he 
threw  himfelf  upon  the  corps  ?" 
-     "  It  Was  impoflible  my  brother   could 
have  made  that  obfervation  durilig  the 
firft  violent  workings  of  his  foul,  which 
aImo(£  had  bereft  him  of  the  ufc  of  his 
fenfes,  and  if  be  had  approached  Charles 
a  fecond  time,  he  would  have  erefted  him- 
felf   inftantly,    and     pronounced    thofe 
folemn  words  which  he  addreflcd  after- 
wards to  him.** 

**  Pray,  to  what  purpofc  did  he  addrcis 
thefe  words  to  him  ?  was  it  only  to  keep 
him  at  a  proper  diftance,  or  did  he  really 
wifti  the  execution  of  that  requeft  ?" 

"  Both.     As   foon   as   Ferdinand  had 
begged  the  nurfc  to  retire,  Charles  cx^^^- 
£4  ^^ 
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cd  a  farewell  fcene,  which  appeared  daA« 
gcrous  to  him ;  for  that  reafon,  he  role  as 
foon  as  he  obfcrved  that  he  was  ftepping 
near.  The  injun&ion  he  laid  on  Ferdi- 
nand to  take  orders  was  very  leafonable, 
becaufe  that  ftep  promifed  to  feparate  my 
brother  and  Amelia  for  ever.  That  the 
event  has  not  confirmed  Charles's  hope^ 
\va$  certainly  no  fault  of  his." 

'*  Thus  far  every  thing  is  very  clear  to 
nic ;  however,  the  burial  is  ftill  a  myftery 
to  my  underftanding  ;  for  I  do  not  think 
that  Charles  had  a  mind  to  be  buried 
alive." 
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««  The  Irifliman  is  a  God!"  I  ex- 
claimed. 

*•  And  I  am  his  betrayer!**  groaned  the 
Count,  hiding  his  face. 

I  endeavoured  in  vain  to  confolc  him, 
by  reprefenting  to  him  that  he  had  arreft- 
cd  him  out  of  a  pardonable  error,  "  1 
am  neverthelcfs  the  caufe  of  his  death!" 
vas  his  reply.  Palefki's  obfervation  that 
the  Irifliman  had  regained  his  liberty,  was 
equally  fruitlefs*  *'  What  reliance  can  I 
have  on  an  intelligence  which  comes  from 
fuch  a  fufpicious  fource  ?"  he  replied,  and 
his  fercnity  and  cheerfulnefs  feemed  to 
have  left  him  for  ever. 

I  put  him  in  mind  that  he  ftill  owed 
me  the  conclufion  of  Amelia's  adventures, 
when  he  refumed  the  thread  of  his  narra- 
tion : 

"  Mother  and  fon  having  finiflied  their 
humiliating  confeffion,  father  Eugene  afked 
the  new  married  couple  what  fort  of  fatis- 
fadion  they  wifhed  to  have  ?  Ferdinand 
examined  anxioufly  the  looks  of  his  lady, 
who,  after  a  fliort  paufe,  ftretched  out  her 
hand  with  heavenly  goodnefs  to  hermo- 
E  K  ^^^ 
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thcr  and  brotberj  and  folcmnly  renounced 
every  fatisraOian,  My  brother  imiiaicd 
her  example.  Neither  of  the  criffiinal^ 
had  expcfted  fuch  an  a£t  of  generofity, 
and  a  ray  of  joy  difplayed  itfclf  oo  tlicir 
countenance; however  father  Eagen  ovcr^ 
clouded  it  in  a  moment.  ^^  This  g|Biieito*» 
fity,"  faid  be>  turning  to  the  mothery  ^ohal* 
Icnges  your  equity.  It  is  not  enftoiutfy 
to  marry  a  daughter  witbovt?  giving  kfer  ■ 
dowry ;  I  think  thirty  tboE&ad  IflyrekwiH 
not  be  too  much.  I  nceil  lUNt.to  BeiinHQli» 
that  this  fum  is  not  to  be  dcdufiild-fiom 
Amelia's  paternal  inbsritance^   which  ia 
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.  "  Gentlemen,*'  faid  father  Eugene,  "  I 
beg  you  will  have  the  goodncfi  to  atteft 
a  donation  which  this  lady  is  going  to 
make,  and  to  give  it  a  legal  validity  by 
your  fignature.*' 

'*  And  what  did  Amelia's  mother  fay  ? 
what  Charles?  did  they  not  refufe  to 
comply  with  the  rcquell  of  father  Eugene?  * 

*•  All  their  rclu£lance  availed  them  no- 
thing, the  menaces  of  the  ecclcfiallic 
made  them  obedient,  When  the  dona- 
tion  was  executed,  and  lawfully  attclted, 
and  die  witnefles  were  retired,  he  in- 
formed Charles  and  his  mother  that  the 
^vho!c  affair  was  a  fecret  to  every  one, 
even  to  the  lord  of  the  caftlc;  he  would 
therefore  advife  them  not  to  raifo  fulpi- 
cion  by  an  abrupt  departure,  and  to  give 
ihem  their  company  at  tlie  wedding  fcf- 
tival.  The  invitation  was  accepted,  but 
you   may  eafily  think,    with  v/hat   fenfiai- 

tions. 

"  The  Baron  had  omitted  nothing  that 

could  contribute  to  render  the  fcall  fplen-. 

did  and  cheerful.     A  felcfted  company,  a, 

fumptuous    meal,    and    heavenly    mufic, 

E  6  C\^YC^^ 
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Tpread  the  glow  of  merriment  around  ; 
even  Charles  was  uncommonly  jocund  ; 
howeveri  black,  malicious  revenge,  vai 
rankling  in  his  brcaft.  When  dinner  was 
over  Ferdinand  opened  the  ball  with  Ame- 
lia,— Heavens!  what  a  dance!  my  ima- 
gination made  me  fancy  the  golden  age 
of  ancient  Greece  was  returned.  Every 
look  fecmed  to  be  charmed  by  a  magic 
fpell,  tracing  with  vifible  delight  the  clc- 
gant  movements  of  the  accomplifhed  pair* 
who  expreffed  in  a  fpeaking  nianner,  ihe 
harmony  of  their  fentiments  by  every  gef^ 
turc  and  attitude.     This  enchanting  fpec- 
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ever  this  ferved  only  to  raifc  the  curiofity 
of  the  company  to  a  higher  degree,  par* 
ticularly  when  the  lord  of  the  caftie  de- 
clared  that  the  made  was  not  among  the 
number  of  the  guefts  who  had  been  in- 
vited to  the  feaft.  The  examinations  and 
queftions  were  now  renewed  with  addi* 
tional  inqaifitivenefs;  feveral  names  were 
delineated  in  the  hand  of  the  ma(k,  and 
numberlefs  different  conjeftures  darted, 
however  the  unknown  gueft  returned  to 
every  inquirer  a  denying  motion  of  the 
head.  The  taciturn  genius  continuing  to 
refufe  to  make  himfelf  known,  the  Baron 
was  perfuaded  to  addrefs  him.  *^  Sir,'* 
faid  he,  **  whoever  you  be,  you  are  wel- 
come at  my  caftle;  however,  the  impa- 
tient defire  of  thefe  ladies  and  gentlemen 
puts  me  under  the  neceffity  to  requeft  you 
to  unmaflc.  The  ftranger  paid,  however, 
no  attention  to  this  requeft,  taking  fathet* 
Eugene  by  the  hand,  and  drawing  fome 
myfterious  charaflers  in  it,  the  father  in- 
ftantly  ftepped  forth,  fignifying  to  the 
company  that  the  malk  would  not  be 
known,  but  was  ready  to  difcover  bim- 
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With  rage,  and  challenged  the  ftranger  io 
make  good  his  words.  "  Well,  if  you  will 
abfolutely  have  it  fo,"  he  replied:  "  it  is 

whifpering  a  word  in  the  ear  of 

Charles,  which  covered  his  face  with  a 
death-like  palenefs.  He  attempted  in  vain 
to  conceal  his  terror,  trembled  and  feemed 
ready  to  fwoon.  All  eyes  were  direded 
with  horror  at  him  and  the  mafk;  all  per- 
fons  prefent  were  ftanding  in  profound 
awful  expeftation.  Charles  recovered 
his  fpeech  firft,  after  a  confiderable  inter- 
val. "Man  or  devil!"  he  exclaimed^ 
darting  at   the  mafk,     "  I  muft   fee  thy 
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mother,  who  feemed  to  have  had  a  prefen- 
timent  of  her  fens  villainy,  had  retired 
without  noife,  after  the  beginning  of  this 
horrid  fcene.  Amelia,  whom  that  abomi- 
nable incident  had  thrown  in  a  fwoon,  be- 
gan to  recover  when  her  brother  was 
fcized.  The  ruSfian  exerted  every  ftrength 
which  defpair  afforded  him,  to  draw  his 
poniard.  ♦*  I  will  not  die  by  the  hand 
of  the  public  executioner !"  he  roared, 
plunged  the  poniard  in  hisi  bofom  and 
dropped  down;  Amelia  too  funk  to  the 
ground.  I  am  not  capable  to  defcribe  the 
horror  which  thrilled  every  one  of  us  at 
that  fhocking  fight;  and  the  impreffion 
which  this  event  produced  gained  addi- 
tional ftrength  by  furprifing  us  amid  the 
flow  of  merriment  and  joviality.  Tho 
mafli  however  retained  his  equanimity, 
taking  care  of  Amelia,  whom  he  carried 
to  the  adjoining  apartment,  where  fhe  was 
reftored  to  recolleBion  with  the  greateft 
difficulty.  He  then  battened  to  Charles, 
who  was  ftretched  out  on  the  floor  without 
the  leaft  fign  of  life,  and  fwimming  in  his 
blood.      He   examined  and  dreffed  hb 
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wound,  andaffertcd^  contrary  to  the  gene- 
ral opinioTij  that  he  was  not  quite  de^A, 
fending  at  the  fame  lime  for  chirurgical 
affitlance.  Charles  really  recovered  be* 
Jbrc  the  furgeon  aj  rived.  His  firft  qacf- 
don  was :  "  Whether  Ferdinand  was  pui- 
foned?"  Receiving  a  negative  an fwer,  he 
Uttered  a  fliocking  curfe.  Father  Eugene 
exhorted  him  to  repent;  however,  Charlci 
tore  the  bandage  from  his  wound,  fpincd 
blood  in  the  face  of  the  eccleCanic^  and 
expired." 

Here  the  Count  flopped.     The  changie 
of  his  countenancej  which  the  recoUcc- 
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not  known  who  that  flrange  apparitioii 
was." 

"  But  did  no  pirfon  watch  the  mafk 
when  he  left  the  cattle?" 

"  No  one  had  the  courage  to  do  it, 
The  mafk  returned  with  flow  and  folemn 
fieps  to  the  hall,  was  rerpe(^ully  con- 
duced to  the  door  by  the  Baron  and  Fa^ 
dier  Eugene,  and  difappeared  fuddenly." 

♦*  And  have  you  no  fufpicion  who  that 
flrange  being  may  have  been.** 

^^  What  I  am  able  to  guefs  is  very  un« 
certain." 

^^  I  Uunk  I  can  divine  whom  you  fuf* 
peft.     The  Iriihman  ? 

^^  He  rerembled  him  in  fize  and  de« 
portment,  however^  his  voice  was  entirely 
different." 

"  O !  that  can  be  diFguifed.  Only 
confider  that  it  was  entirely  his  mode  of 
a&ing.  Even  the  myfterious  veil  which 
Ke  drew  around  himfelf  is  to  me  an  ad* 
ditional  proof  that  my  fuppofition  is  not 
unfounded." 

"  Alas!  I  then  owe  him  not  only^he 
fcappinefs,  butalfo  the  prefervation  of  my 
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brother,  and  have  committed  ftim^UUf 
crime  by  having  arrelled  him."  The  OMinC 
rclapfed  into  his  former  melailcbolyi  Hbd 
vas  filent.     I  attempted  to  amufelinbilijl^ 
putting  fevcral  queftions  to  hinf*:  '   '   "    i 
"  Was  the  wine  which  Charles  ofrered 
to  your  brother  really  poifoncd?  what  be- 
came of  Amelia's  mother  ?  what  of  Lucy? 
what  was  the  fate  of  the  new  couple?  did 
no  farther  difafter  overcloud  their  happi 
ncfs!*' 

**  A  part  of  the  wine  was  poured  into 
the  mouth  of  a  dog,  who  died  that  very 
cveniRg,       amid     dreadful    convulfions* 


■4 
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work  in  his  foul.  He  attempted  fcveral 
times  to  fpeak,  but  could  not  utter  a  word^ 
and  exhibited  a  light  which  touched  me  to 
the  foul. 

"  O !  my  brother  !*•  he  exclaimed  at 
length  with  a  faltering  voice,  "  Why 
does  the  recolleBion  of  thee  feizc  me 
this  moment  with  fo  much  vehemence  ? 
Two  years  are  nowelapfed  fince  I  flrained 
thee  the  laft  time  to  my  heart  with  frater- 
nal  afFedion,  while  thou  wert  Squeezing 
my  hand  with  weeping  eyes,  and  laidft 
farewel,  in  three  months  we  fhall  meet 
again!  Alas!  thy  promifehas  never  been 
performed;  we  never  have  fcen  each  other 
again,  and  the  wound  which  the  lofs  of 
thee  has  ftruck  me,  is  ftill  bleeding." 

Tears  fupprcffcd  his  voice,  and  heavy 
fighs  of  deep  afflitlion  befpoke  the 
violence  of  the  grief  which  rent  his  heart. 
At  length  the  working  of  his  ruffled  mind 
abated,  and  he  was  again  able  to  continue 
his  doleful  talc. 

"  Ferdinand,"  he  refumed,  "^cnt  to 
Spain  on  bufinefs  of  great  importance. 
Two  months  after  his  departure,  he  wrote 
4  \^ 
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to  us  that  he  had  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  a  Portugucfc  Grandee  ivho  had  come 
to  Spain  on  bufinefs,  and  of  vhom  his 
next  letter  w^ould  give  us  a  more  fatis- 
faftory  account.  Neither  that  lettefr  nor 
himfelf  arrived,  and  the  time  fixed  for  his- 
return  was  expired  a  long  while  before  we 
heard  the  leaft  tidings  of  him.  At  length 
we  received  a  letter  from  an  unknown 
hand,  which  contained  the  afflifting  intel- 
ligence that  my  brother  had  been  found 
dead  in  the  ftreet  covered  with  many 
wounds.  This  letter  fell  unfortunately  into 
the  hands  of  Amelia,  who  then  Caf  ried  the 
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fort  J  if  I  have  trefpafied  too  long  on  your 
patience/'  I  fqueczed  his  hand  afFcc- 
tionately,  afluring  him^  with  warmth,  that 
he  had  rendered  me  a  piece  of  fervice  by 
his  tale,  for  which  I  even  fhould  be  be- 
holden to  him,  and  we  parted  equally 
affe&ed  by  the  lamentable  fate  of  his 
brother. 

I  was  wont  to  amufe  nryfclf  frequently 
at  night  with  ray  guitar  for  which  inftru* 
ment  I  always  have  had  a  great  predilec« 
tion.  One  evening  I  had  played  longer  than 
ufual.  It  was  already  paft  ten  o'clock, 
and  I  was  not  yet  tired  of  playing,  draw- 
ing melancholy  tones  from  the  firings. 
Looking  by  accident  out  of  the  window, 
I  difcovered  that  I  had  been  overheard. 
The  moon  (hone  bright  and  aflifted  me  to 
remark,  that  a  female  was  ftanding  in  a 
window  of  the  oppoiite  houfe,  liftening 
attentively  to  my  play ^— -The- liftencr  was 
a  heavenly  girl,  clad  in  a  white  night* 
gown,  which  was  overfhaded  by  her  long 
black  trefles.  The  fair  one  could  not 
but  obfcrve  my  taking  notice  of  her,  and 
ftcaling  every  now  and  then  an  inquifiti  ve 
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glance  at  bcr  lovely  form,  but  ncvcrtlie- 
kfs  did  not  retire.  I  continued  playing 
and  ihe  ftayed,  and  at  the  clofe  of  t 
piece  heaved  an  audible  figh.  The  m 
fie  ceafed^  and  fhe  retired.  My  curi 
fiiy  was  excited,  and  I  enquired  the  fs 
lowing  day  of  my  landlord  who  Ihe  w 
>hcn  I  was  told  that  0ie  was  the  orpharf 
daughter  of  a  rich  merchant,  who,  with 
her  mother,  had  been  dead  fome  years 
fince,  and  at  prefent  was  under  the  care 
of  her  unclcj  who  treated  her  very  t 
rannically. 

**  She  refufed  fome  weeks  fincc,^  m^ 


] 
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taken  up  with  his  reveries  and  forrow,  he 
avoided  me  and  the  converfation  with 
,men,  wandering  about  in  retired  and  un- 
frequented places,  and  coming  home  lace 
at  nighti  or  (hutting  himfelf  up  in  his 
apartment,  f^ven  in  his  dreams  he  was 
haunted  by  the  idea  of  the  melancholy 
fate  of  the  Unkntmn.  His  fervant  confef- 
fed  to  me,  that  he  frequently  darted  up 
in  his  fleep,  uttering  ftrange  incoherent 
fpeeches. 

His  lamentable  (late  of  mind  affli6led 
me  feverely.  I  had  already  tried  fcveral 
means  to  cheer  him  up,  however,  as  I 
obferved  with  great  concern,  without  fuc- 
cefs.  I  communicated  to  him  my  noc- 
tumal  adventure  with  the  young  lady,  and 
his  curioiity  being  excited,  he  wifhed  tp 
have  a  fight  of  her,  and  I  appointed  ^im 
to  come  to  my  apartment  at  ten  o'clock 
at  night.  He  came,  but  our  beautiful 
neighbour  did  not  appear.  However,  I 
had  not  played  two  minutes  when  (he 
ihewed  herfelf  atthe  window.  The  Count 
feemed  charmed  with  her  lovely  perfon, 
the  furrows  of  grief  difappeared  fudde.tvV^ 

VoL.IL  F  horn 


THE    VICTIM  OF 


emotion  on  every  countenance^  on  many 
faces  confidence  in  her  innocence  and 
tears.  This  confirmed  mine  and  the 
Count's  hopes. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  the  place  of 
execution.  Having  made  her  confeffion 
to  the  prieft,  (he  was  led  forth  by  two 
executioners.  He  eyes,  which  ftill  beam- 
ed with  the  hope  of  being  pardoned,  feem- 
ed  to  be  in  fcarch  of  the  meflenger  of  fal- 
vation.  But  when  he  did  not  arrive  af- 
ter a  long  and  anxious  expectation,  her 
countenance  was  overfpread  with  a  dcf- 
)ndlnE    gloom,    and  flie   afked  the 
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voun  fruitlefs.  No  fear  of  death  can  be 
more  horrible  than  her's  was.  However, 
her  ftruggles  and  abhorrence  ferved  only 
to  increafe  the  horrors  of  her  doom,  and 
(he  fuffered  herfelf  at  length  to  be  per- 
luaded  to  fubmit  with  refignation  to  her 
£ate.  She  placed  herfelf  on  the  ftool,  to 
which  {he  was  tied  fad.  The  approach 
of  the  deciding  moment  commanded  ge- 
neral filence.  Her  eyes  were  blindfolded; 
the  executioner  unfheathed  his  fword, 
andilill  her  hope  of  pardon  was  unac« 
complifhed.  The  multitude  were  (land- 
ing in  anxious,  (ilent  expe£iation.  Her 
head  was  fevered  from  her  body,  and 
the  Count  funk  in  my  arms,  uttering  a 
loud  fcream. 

The  dreadful  fcene  is  ftill  hovering  be- 
fore my  eyes,  and  the  impreflion  which 
it  produced  on  my  mind  never  will  be  ob- 
literated. 

The  unhappy  girl  had  been  executed 
innocently.  The  Count,  whom  I  had 
not  feen  the  whole  afternoon,  gave  me 
^at  Ihocking  information  when  he  came 
kOmc  at  night.    ^'  The  real  criminal,**  he 
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faid,"  has  be^h  dcwded  tod^tMK^  'Tte 
old  ihiin  has  been  \50ifotl6id  'bff':|hfe'*i|» 
vHmt,  who  placed  tUe  pbifoiKnirishmgs  tM 
the  drawers  of  her  mfftrefsf 'IntaibttltrttftJ 
draw  upon  her  the  Turi^icbni  iMHhlMJ  p^ 
riiftiincnt  of  the' deed' whkfeiht  tikk-^^pm^ 
pctrated.  She  wais'bribed'  by '(blf<inollMlt 
of  the  young  man  t6  whoitf  Vi^tiSffcm 
lately  has  refiifcd  to  give  her  ^halnd)'%i» 
that  very  yoiing  man',  ^vho  io^^dXfiiAahiiSUi 
nt^ilcd  her  e^teciirtori,^ iind'UAltd^lte  baiJt 
fcrnal  pleafure  6f  a'diaboltciri'rev^b^ef 
that*  very  youn<;  man  has  accu(&d  fiiiqlH^ 
his  mother  and  the  fcrvatit>  tMwrfitfltojflMtf 
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out  ears.  On  coining  nearer,  we  beheld 
a  great  number  oi  people  who  l>ad  affeni* 
bleJ  to  foUpw  the  funeral  train,  which 
was  headed  by  the  relations  and  (liends 
of  the  innocent  yiftim. 
^.5'lie  Count  and  myfelf  went  with  the: 
funeral  to  the  cathedral,  where,  ou  my 
entrance,  I  featcd  mvfelf  in  a  dark  cor- 
tier,  in  order  to  oblerve  the  ceremony 
more  at  leifure.  The  corpfc  was  carried 
three  tiures  round  the  altar,  amid  the 
found  of  trumpets  and  mournful  dirges, 
and  tlieu  left  expofed  in  the  cathedral  lill 
the  following  day. 

A  chilly  awe^  anxiety?  and  melancholy. 
were  the  fenfations  which  tliriUed  me  al- 
ternately during  that  fcene.  My  mind 
vas  affei^cd  in  fuch  a  manner  by  this 
melancholy  tranfaction,  that  it  will^ngly■ 
caught  and  took  hold  of  every  idea  which 
bore  a  refemblance  to  the  objects  before. 
my  eyes.  The  lamentable  fate  of  the, 
Irithm^n  was  the  firfl.  idea  which  formed 
ixfdf  upon  my.  imagination,  and  at  the-. 
(Uinc  time  recal Jed  die  recollection  of  my. 
^ulor  and  Amelia.     My  iinagination  re- 
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prerented  thefe  objefit  to  riie  in  itm' 
Uackeft  hue,  and  filled  my  Ibul  «hb 
doubts,  apprehenfioni,  Md  fiirrov»  It' 
was  late,  and  almoft  every  perfon  littd  tit^ 
tired,  when  I  awoke  from  my  reverie  ^iiff' 
from  a  profound  deep.  All  ol 
me  were  veiled  in  darknefs,  end' 
filence  reigned  in  the  church*  I 
for  the  Count,  but  could  find  hi 
where,  and  haftened  to  the  dbcNr.r 
my  way  thither,  the  faint  gtimmeting;  '0t 
a  dying  lamp  made  roe  obferve  a  man 
who  was  clad  in  black,  and  placed  him- 
felf  in  the  midft  of  the  entrance.     Step- 
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blithe  returned  no  anfwer.  I  accofted 
him  a  fecond  time,  when  he  approached 
me  flowly,  looking  inquifitively  at  me» 
and  exclaiming-— -^^  How  are  you,  my 
Lord  Duke  ?**  <^  You  are  miftaken  in  the 
perfonT  I  replied;  his  anfwer  was:  ^^  I 
beg  your  pardoni  I  am  not  miftaken  in 
the  perfon  of  your  Grace !"  ^^  Indeed 
you  are,  becaufe  I  am  no  Duke."  '*  Yes 
you  are!'*  he  replied  with  emphafis.  I 
did  not  know  what  to  think  of  the  matter. 
I  could  not  fee  his  face,  nor  could  I  re- 
member ever  to  have  heard  his  voice.  I 
ftill  thought  that  he  muft  have  miftaken 
me  for  another  perfon,  refuming :  "  It  is 
very  ttrange  that  you  pretend  to  know 
better  than  myfelf  who  1  am." 

^^  Strange,  but  not  impolfible  i  you  are 
the  Duke  of  Carina.** 

"  Not  yet !"  I  replied  ftruck  with  afto- 
nifhment — *^  but  who  are  you  ?" 

*^  A  melfenger  from  the  Irifhman.** 

Nothing  could  have  furprifed  me  in  a 
more  pleafing  manner.  I  embraced  him 
with  rapture.  **  Then  he  is  yet  alive  1"  I 
cxclaimed^-^^  and  where  i»  he  P'* 


«(  ir  ymi  ai^  dt^eifarfejlDiMlollfl^ 
you  fliall  hear  his  hiftoryi'*«    'no^M    r  rJrf 

»  Tcllftmcinftmtlyvlwillib!r##y*« 
vhithcrfoevcr  ycwi  pleafc.5;  -^ifci^xo  i^  fi 
'  '«  Tl)€  Iriflimair  faid  tli^  .(AtttigN^yi 
^v(?  wereValkitig^long)  '^  "v^aiiipl-o'nkMltaHl 
griiilty  of  forcery,  sind  at  fiipft*$ohdM|aid 
to  be  burnt  alive.  However,  hu^^Qd^ft 
receiving  fcveral  accounts  Cdncerftlilg'Ml^ 
perfon  ahd  pdW9r,  which  fiflft*"  flMir 
hearts  M-ith  fear  and  awe,' dfeGffe;)^''*il^<^ 
w^rds  to  have  him  execUtid^i  f^vkl^fy^  ik 
order  to  avoid  all  needlcft  ridife.'*'  ^tke 
fame  time,  I  muft  not  forget  16'«lKn  ]^fft,' 
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"  Wonderful ! — and  has  it  ipt  been, 
difcovered  by  what  means  he  has  effected 
his  cfqapc  ?" 

**  Notwithftanding  the  moft  minute  ex- 
aminations having  been  made,  none  has 
been  difcovered,  and  in  fpite  of  the  moll 
careful  fcafthes  and  enquiries,  no  veflijTc 
of  the  prilbner  has  been  traced  out." 

"  But  who  unchained  him  from  his 
fetters?  how  could  he  deceive  the  watch- 
fulnefs  of  the  guards  ?  how  could  he  find  a 
>\'ay  through  impenetrable  walls  ?'' 

"  That  I  cannot  tell  you,  fulEcc  it  that 
he  has  regained  his  liberty  !" 

'•  Then  is  it  true,  what  Amelia's  valet 
has  told  me,  and  what  I  could  not  be- 
live  ;  but  wMiere  is  he  at  prefent  ?*' 

*'  He  is  not  far  from  hence." 

'«  Not  far  ?  and  why  does  he  delay  to 
fliew  himfelf  to  me  ?  O  lead  me  to  him  T' 

'<  What  do  you  defire  of  him?" 

"  What  do  I  defire  ?  I  wifh  to  know  the 
fate  of  my  tutor!  or  can  you  perhaps 
give  me  information  of  it^'?".^  ^ 

"  What  do  you  expetltoUcar?** 

*^  Alas !  that  he  is  dead  !" 
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-  Beyond  Ac  Rt*^*^  r_eak  to  Win  • 
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'«  Perhaps  you  doubt  the  truth  of  this 

lenace  ;  however,  it  will  certainly  be 

arried    into   execution — as   certain    as 

'"rancifca  has  bled  here  innocently. 

I  looked  around.  We  were  arrived  at 
.lie  place  of  execution.  Entirely  taken 
op  with  our  difcourfe,  1  had  negle£led  to 
take  notice  of  the  way  which  the  ftranger 
liad  led  me.  His  laft  words  pierced  my 
heart  like  a  dagger. 

c«  Upon  my  honour**  faid  I,  ^^  it  is  my 
vrarmeft,  fincereft  wifli  to  ferve  my  coun- 
try ;  but  confider  the  refentment  of  my 
Father,  the  dangers  which  ^uch  a  daring 
ftep  would  expofe  me  to,  the  improbabi- 
lity of  its  fuccefs "* 

The  ftranger  feized  me  violently  by 
the  arm  !  ^'  Ha  !  fickle,  inconftant  younf 
man,**  he  exclaimed  in  a  different  accent 
which  I  inftantly  knew  to  be  that  of  tfa 
Iriftiman,  <*  do  you  fulfil  your  promi 
thus?- 

I  was  going  to  reply, hut  the  word  di 
on  my  lips.     I  trembled  as  if  (landing  I 
fore  a  dreadful  being  of  fuperior  order 
^«  Or  have  you  forgotten,**  contin 
the  Irilbmsuj^  f^  tliat  you  hstve  i^iot 
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me  to  exert  every  power  in  the  fcrviceof 
honour  and  your  country  which  groans 
under  tlic  unlawful  oppreflion  of  foreign 
(Lfpotifni,  while  the  lawful  king,  baniflicd 
from  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  lan- 
guiflics  in  inglorious  obfcurity  ?" 

*•  The  old  king  ?  fliould  he  really  be 
alive  T  I  enquired  in  a  timid  whifpcr. 

^'  If  you  will  fwear  a  folemn  oath  not 
to  divulge  the  fecret,  you  fhall  fee  him, 
and  if  the  fight  of  the  reverend  hoary 
man,  who  is  worn  down  by  the  burden 
oi'  io8  years,  does  not  make  you  ftraiii 
cverv  nerve   to   enforce  his  title  to   the 
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feci  y6ur  Grace  a^in,  and  demand  a  ca- 
tcgOFiCal  anfwcr."  ^ 

'*'  You  have  ftyled  me- Duke  of  Ca*na  ; 
how  am  I  to  underftand  that  ?'' 

«  You  will  know  it  flxottlyr  Fare- 
well 1" 

He  was  going  to  leave  me,  when  fud- 
denly  the  iight  of  the  place  of  execution 
put  mc  in  mind  of  the  fate  of  the  unhappy 
inftoccnt  girl.  ■**  You  have  been  hcrc^— " 
ifaid  I — <*  and  yet  Francifca  died  inno- 
cently r 

'.^  The  thread  of  her  life  has  been  cut 

afundcr  according  to  an  eternal  decree  of 

fate  ;.  I  could  not  prevent  her  exccmion  ; 

all  that  has  been  in  my  power  was  to  fave 

-the  honour  of  the  hapiefs  vifc\im  ;  and  I 

■hsivc  done  her  that  Jaft  fervicc  ;  for  it 

i^was.  I:  who  awakened  the  dormant  con- 

•  fcienoc  of  the  villain  who  perpetrated  the 
horrid  deed,  that  he  went  himfclf  to  the 

i  j'udgC4.  and  chfcovcrcd  the  guilty  pcrfon;'* 
So   faying,  the  Irifliman  left  mc,  and 

•  wasinftantiy  outof  light.  ' 

■  -i    I  >haftencd. to  the  Count,  who  had  been 
.^*mu^neji'  toag' before  mc^  and  was  waiting 


Ill 
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for  mc  wiik  imxicnu  appv 
fight  of  the  funeral,**  fiddbi*^  ^.pmJImud 
fuch   a   dreadful  inqweflbM   iqpotf  -«qr 
xnitid,  tha  I  could  mtt  remaiiir<^«l  .ilMft 
cathedral;  but  where  haive  jm  iHsUtM 
the  time?" 
^  With  the  — >—  Irifliauiiii''  :■.  •  -^]  [ 
A  fuddea  rediiefa  flulhed  ui  ill*  ptie 
face  c^  the  Count  when  I 
ihefe  words;  he  meafiired  me 
^aaing  looks,  which  fiMiiied>  to. 
whether  I  was  lerious  or  jefting»  :  vhn^o  - 
^^  Upon  my  bonoif,  deak^  Ccriiiit^  I  linpe 
feen  the   Iriftman  and 
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not  to  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  entangled  in  fo 
dangerous  an  undertaking.  However, 
the  Count  difpelled  my  doubts.  <<  What 
the  Irifhman,"  faid  he,  <*  has  performed 
as  yet  is  an  undubitable  proof  that  he  it 
endowed  with  fupernatural  powers.  His 
mental  faculties  are  as  much  fuperior  to 
ours  as  his  aftoniQiing  power.  I  think 
therefore  it  will  be  lefs  dangerous  to  fol- 
low his  guidance,  than  to  oppofe  his  will. 
Or  do  you  fancy  that  the  Irifhman  will 
engage  in  any  undertaking,  the  fuccefs  of 
which  he  has  not  calculated  exa£Uy  ?  In 
fuch  a  head  no  plan  can  be  engendered, 
which  cannot  be  carried  into  execution. 
The  mark  at  which  he  aims  is  undoubt- 
edly always  the  beft,  and  the  means  he 
employs  to  attain  it  are  certainly  the 
fafeft  that  can  be  devifed.  His  wifdom 
is  the  greateft  fecurity  to  me,  that  he  only 
will  undertake  what  he  can  perform ;  aod 
his  power,  that  he  will  be  able  to  execute 
fuccefsfully  whathe  defigns.** 

^<  But  will  his  power  alfo  proteft  me 
againft  the  refcntment  of  my  father,  or  bis 

wifdom 


Y^rdditi  iind.in9S(lH  ;(o':iMnffd  frgpv^jHllh 

i)>y  undertaking.^":::  ;  n  ->  ,..  ^-i.^mb 
:  ^^  Is  the  Uiternot.-probable  (0:y9li5  A& 
l^aft. to  me  it  i$ y  (Qfi  cpncc9i^aif:^fi\ifiij^ 
channel  through  jv||^cb:  the  Uf^B^fLn^^ip^ 
tf>  a6l.  Your  a3ion>;too  he  yiy  po;^^ 
through  that  channel,  and  render  ^tiM^; 
pofTible  thc]^  fiiould  come  tp  jdap  Jknfliffr 
ledge  of  your  father/*     ,      :  ..:,,? 

.  .^^  If  he  cstnpromifeth94i.thei;^>I^g4ArJ 
termined/*;/  •;   .  ;.  i  [..  ,   -   ,^) 

*  I  was  fiurprifcd  at  the  jo)r;:wrIii4|i.4|lC[9 
Count  difplayed  onaccouiH  oftiRf  iffihr 
lution,   and  we  determined  to  fct  out  illj 
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at  the  place  of  our  deftination.  Wc  en- 
quired  without  delay  for  the  pious  hermit, 
and  foon  Found  him  out.  The  firft  fi<;ht 
of  the  hoary  recUife  convinced  me,  that 
the  garment  of  a  monk  concealed  a  king. 

I  had  no  fooncr  told  him  who  we  were 
and  who  had  fent  us,  than  he  welcomed 
us  cordially  and  led  us  to  his  cell.  There 
he  treated  us  with  a  fimple  frugal  fare,  and 
liftencd  attentively  to  a  brief  account 
which  I  gave  him  of  my  adventures.  Hav- 
ing fini filed  my  tale,  he  led  us  to  the  inner 
cell,  where,  as  Palefki  had  told  me,  the. 
picture  of  the  Unkfiown\f^s  fufpended  over 
thcjaltar  and  covered  with  a  curtain,  which 
being  removed,  he  aflced  me,  "  whether 
I  knew  wham  it  was  to  reprefent ?'  '• 

«  It  is  lie,  it  is  the  Unknown  V  I  ex- 
claimed;  and  to  fpeak  the  truth,  no  like- 
nefs  could  be  more  ftriking,  Itrefemblcd 
him  to  the  higheft  degree,  with  only  that 
difference  that  the  drefs  was  in  the  Arable 
felhioii.  *•  Thus,"  faid  the  king,  '*  ha 
looked  when  I  faw  him  the  full  time  after 
cbc  unfortunate  baiilc  in  Africa,  >Nhcrc  I 
Ml  froiii  iriyWorfciidangcrouHy  wounded. 
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I  found  myfelf  in  his  arms  when  I  re- 
covered from  a  fainting  fit,  at  a  great  dif- 
ftance  from  the  field  of  battle.  He  was 
the  benevolent  Samaritan  who  poured  oil 
and  wine  in  my  wounds,  and  nurfed  me 
during  my  illncfs,  till  I  recovered  my 
health.  In  order  to  enfure  my  fafety,  he 
propagated  the  rumour  of  my  death,  and 
ordered  fome  of  his  people  to  bring  him 
the  body  of  a  chriftian  which  was  entirely 
disfigured  by  numberlefs  wounds,  pre- 
tending it  was  my  corpfe.  That  body  he 
put  in  a  chcft,  and  carefully  marked  the 
place  where  it  was  buried  with  a  heap  of 
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core  many  difieafes  that  generally  are 
thought  incurable.  By  thefe  means  I  alfo 
have  acquired  the  name  of  the  wonder- 
working hermit,  by  which  I  am  known 
in  all  the  neighbouring  towns  and  viU 
lages. 

^  Hiermanfor  (for  this  was  the  name  of 
my  benefador)  led,  in  a  paradifiacal  fpot, 
a  retired,  folitary  life.  The  greateft  part 
of  his  time  he  fpent  in  my  company. 
There  were  only  two  hours  of  the  day 
when  I  could  not  fee  him,  at  twelve  at 
noon  and  at  midnight.  At  thofe  hours  he 
always  retired  under  fome  pretext  or 
other,  and  I  could  find  him  no  where,  in 
fpite  of  my  unremitted  endeavours  to  ex- 
plore the  place  of  his  retirement.  I  had 
attempted  feveral  times  to  fpeak  to  him  on 
that  point,  but  perceiving  that  he  always 
affumed  a  very  ferious  look  whenever  I 
put  that  queftion  to  him,  I  did  not  dare 
to  ftart  it  any  more.  However,  I  watched 
fecretly  every  opportunity  of  unfolding 
that  myftery.  An  accident  gave  me  at 
length  an  opportunity  to  fatisfy  my  cu- 
riofity.    One  evening  I  was  in  purfuit  of 
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a  bcauufol  ftiy^hie'&fff^  Miiiwhaii^ 
thought  at  lengA  to  UyJhiAioBnkfgfam^ 
it  flipped  througb'iiiy  hlLnids«in|aa  boOim 
J  forced  my  way  through  the  unj^onifDDdy 
^nd.  difcovecad.  the  entmu:e,:iD  Ifclm 
grotto,  which  led  to  a  fmall  ih&M^rfb 
under  ground.  L  went  dowiv  Usfai^d 
by  curiofity,  and  came  to.«n  inoLM 
All  niv  endeavours  to  force  ic 
fruiilefs.  As  I  was  ftanding^befinil^^ 
door,  I  heard  fuddenly  a  loud*] 
.the  roaring  of  the  fea,.  hutxcmid ; 
cover  any  thing  elfe,  ...HowearbXi^hAm- 
cicd  I  had  traced  out  the  place  ita*^ 
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kowever,'  a  crack  id^ich  II  difcovcrcd  after 
a  long  fearch  eilabled  me  to  fee  the  inner 
'partof  the  cavern. .  An  old  faintly  lighted 
vault  prefentcd  itfelf   to.  my  inquifitivc 
looks ;  three  black  cuftiions  were  placed 
in^the  middji:.  /  HicrmaAfor  flung  himfclF 
upon  poeafrthcmy  fbldilig  his  hands,  and 
fcemed  to  pray  fcryently.     After  an  inter- 
val of  about  five  minutes,  he  rofe  and 
vent  lo  the  dark  back  part  of  the  vault. 
He  returned  with  flow  Heps  and. a  pale 
countenance,  carrying  a  fkull  in  his  right., 
and  a  cryflal  goblet  in  his  left  hand.    He 
iiepped  before  a  lamp   which  was    fuf- 
pended  to  the  ceiling,  pouring  fomcthing 
which  feemed  to  be  blood  out  of  di£  Ikull 
into  die  goblet.     His  nature  feemed  to 
revolt againft  the  noifome  beverage;  how- 
ever,  he   emptied   the   goblet  with   one 
-draught,     ttretched    himfclf     upon     the 
cufhion,  fhut  his  eyes,  and  was  motion- 
lefs.     At  once  I  heard  a  rullling,  and  two 
white  figures  appeared,  placing  themfelvcs 
upon  the  cufhions  by  Hiermanfor's  fide. 
They  appeared  to  be   two  new  animated 

corpfes, 
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corple<9  which  had  juft  left  the  grave. 
No  fooner  had  they  touched  hhn^  thenflie 
arofe,  looking  at  them  in  a  manner  frfadi 
plainly  proved  that  he  was  ofed  to  i 
objeGks  of  horror.  I  concluded  find- 
motion  of  Hiermanfor*!  lipa^lhnthi 
talking  to  one  of  the  white  figoreik 
ever,  I  could  not  hear  th^  ienft  fiimd. 
A  little  time  after,  he  turned  tofdie  otfMT. 
figure,  and  feemed  to  be  converfiog^mih 
it  too.  At  once  his  countenance  wtm 
overfprcad  with  a  dark  gloomy  he 
to  tremble,  the  apparition  arofiSf  ifao  i 
light  of  the  vault  fuddenly  encKeafedtoim 
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ttid  bade  me  a  tender  farewell,  cautioninf^ 
me  at  the  fame  time  to  be  on  my  giiard 
during  his  abfence.  He  departed,  and  I 
neglected  his  kind  advice.  Youthful 
thoughtleflhefs  led  me  the  next  day  after 
his  departure  farther  from  my  abode  than 
it  was  prudent;  fome  Saracens  who  had 
fecn  me  in  the  fatal  battle,  which  hadalmoil 
coft  me  my  life,  difcovercd  and  fuizcdnic. 
Fortunately  they  miftook  me  for  a  Chrif- 
tian  general,  not  fufpetling  that  I  was  the 
king,  who  generally  was  believed  to  have 
loft  his  life  in  the  field  of  battle.  I  fliarcd 
the  fate  of  their  flaves,  was  forced  to  work 
very  hard,  and  to  fuffcr  the  moft  cruel 
treatment,  till  at  length  Hiermanfor  re- 
deemed me,  paying  an  immenfe  fum  for 
my  liberty. 

*'  I  cannot  dcfcribe  the  fentiments  which 
I  entertained  for  my  bcnefaftor  fince  that 
night  when  I  had  watched  him.  Although 
my  gratitude  remained  unaltered,  yet  my 
love  for  him  Was  conftrained  by  a  kind 
of  awe,  which  in  his  prefence  bordered 
on  anxiety.  He  feemed  to  obfcrve  it,  as 
I  perceived  by  fome  qucftions  \sV\\cVv  Vvt 
Vol.  II.  G  o;:^^ 


i,vv  T  11  K    VICTIM    OF 

Vkiili  (U'fpair.  His  face  was  emaciated,  liii 
li^lit  liaiul  was  armed  with  a  poniard,  and 
his  eves  (hired  wildly  at  it.  Wc  ap- 
proached without  his  perceiving  us,  in 
the  very  moment  when  he  was  going  lo 
plunge  the  dug*;cr  in  his  heart.  I  ar- 
redcd  his  hand,  and  wreftcd  the  fatal  in- 
Ilrumeiu  from  him.  He  dropped  fcnfe- 
lels  in  my  arms.  Having  with  great  dif- 
ficiihv  reflored  him  to  the  ufc  of  his 
fen  Irs,  we  perfuaded  him,  after  repeated 
fniith'fsjMayers,  to  relate  to  us  the  hiftory 
and  ori;j;iii  of  his  defpair.  "  I  am  the 
lun  of  the  firfl  officer  of  ftate  at  Ah 
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Tfiiy  miftrefs  is  to  be  married  to  mv  ri- 
val." 

"  Is  the  Dey  fond  of  his  daughter?" 
Jliermanfor  enquired. 

''  He  doats  on  her,  however  pride  and 
ambition  have  rendered  him  cruel/' 

"  Thou  ftialt  have  her." 

"  A  convulfive  fmile  of  the  young  man, 
and  his  looks,  which  were  gazing  at  the 
poniard  in  my  hand,  proved  how  little 
confidence  he  repofed  in  that  promife; 
however  Hiermanfor  foon  re-kindled,  by 
the  power  of  his  perfuafion,  the  dormant 
hope  in  the  heart  of  the  young  man.  Who 
is  not  willing  to  believe  what  he  ardently 
wiflies?  hope  crimfoned  the  pale  checks 
of  Morgan. 

'^  Hiermanfor  a(ked  me  the  next  morn- 
ing whether  I  had  no  dcfire  to  try  my  for- 
tune at  a  tournament,  to  which  Benharad 
had  invited  the  nobles  and  knights  of  Al- 
giers, in  order  to  prove  by  the  valour  of 
his  arm,  that  he  was  not  undefcrving  the 
beautiful  daughter  of  the  Dey  ?  I  ac- 
cepted his  propofdl  with  plcafure.  When 
I  was  going  to  enter  the  liftS)  he  wilhcd 
G  3  x;\^ 
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me  once  nKM«  fuccefs,  aiid  "iMMIfftfiaHel 
in  the  throng  of  ^e  numeroiu  fpo(kl!^ 

tors,  "f^>  *i  •■ 

The  Dey  himfeiriK>iioui%d'tfie4MMii. 
ment  with  his  prefence,  liia  4»tigUdir' be- 
ing featcd  at  his  right  hand. 
of  her  beautiful  perfon  wcrcl 
by  the  dazzling  fplejidour  of 'h^riittiliti 
however  the  fufferinga  of  ili 


"S 


had  bleached  the  iii.^  oi  hcVcliL.  ka, 
beheld  vith  indifference  the  valour 
Benharadf  who  conquered  one  antag;cmill 
after  ihc  other,  vhich  incrcafed  my  vtxaH 
tion  ai  rhis  fight.     I  met  tlie  proud  viclo^^ 
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proach  the  throne  of  the  Dcy,  in  order  to 
receive  the  prize  from  the  hands  of  his 
beautiful  daughter,  when  fuddcniy  a 
comely  youth  ruflied  forth,  offering  to 
fight  the  proud  conqueror.  The  new 
comer  attra6led  the  notice  of  the  vholc 
alTembled  multitude.  His  face  was  co- 
vered with  a  black  mafk,  and  on  his 
fliield  was  written  with  golden  charaflers, 
**  My  antagonill  will  have  fufficient  time 
to  fee  my  face  when  he  is  conquered." 

"  This  is  Morgan !"  was  the  general 
exclamation.  "  It  is  Morgan  !"  feemed 
the  fparkling  eyes,  and  the  glowing  cheeks 
of  the  princefs  to  fay. 

"  Thou  afrt  the  man  whom  I  have  been 
feeking    for    in     vainT'    Bcnbarad     ex- 
claimed, *'  I  know  thcc  by  thy  fliapc,  ii 
fpite-of  thy  difguifc.      Mifcrablc   brag 
gard!  if  female  beauty  is  to  be  the  priz 
of  valour,  then  my  arm  fhall  teach  the 
who  of  us  is  moft  worthy  to  receive  it 
The  maflced  knight  was  going  to  thrc 
his  lance  at  the  proud  Mauritanian  in  1 
of  an  anfwcr;  however,  Bcnharad  got 
Hart  of  him,  darting  his  lance  at  bis  a' 
C  4  ^ 
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gonift,    and   would  have   pierced  hinv  if 
he    had  not   faved  himfelf  by  a  fudden 
turn.    Bcnharad's  horfe  was  wounded  mor- 
tally by  the  lance  of  the  niafked  knight, 
and  fell  to  the  ground. 

The  motions  and  looks  of  the  princc(s 
Ijcfpokc  plainly  her  rapture.  Bcnharad 
darted  up,  foanifng  with  rage,  and  drew 
his  fword;  the  mafkcd  knight  alighted  in- 
iiantly  and  did  the  fame.  A  furious  com- 
bat cnfued,  and  after  it  had  been  unde- 
ciding  a  long  time,  Benharad  was  dan- 
gcrouily  wounded  in  his  right  arm,  and 
carried  away  by  his  Efquires,  exbaufted 
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&lence.  "  Daughter  of  the  powerful 
Dey!"  he  faid,  "  I  accept  gratefully  the 
prize  from  your  hand;  however,  I  pray 
that  the  latter  may  be  the  reward  of  Mor- 
gan, for  whom  I  have  taken  up  arms  in 
order  to  humble  his  proud  rival." 

The  Dey  replied  with  haughty  fcorn : 
^'  Morgan  has  no  claim, to  my  daugluer, 
nor  to  the  valour  of  thy  arms.  Both  are 
the  property  of  other  perfons." 

"  And  whofe  property  is  the  hand  of 
your  daughter?' 

«  Benharad'sl" 

"  But  did  not  Benharad  himfclf  fav  that 
female  beauty  was  to  be  the  prize  of  va- 
lour, and  who  was  conqueror?'' 

''  Neither  Benharad  nor  Morgan!  but 
I  am  mafter.*'  So  faying,  the  Dey  rofe 
with  evident  marks  of  anger. 

"  Be  a  father  too  I"  Hiermanfor  ex- 
claimed, "  thy  daughter  loves  Morgan, 
and  he  returns  her  love ;  be  would  have 
proved  to-day  by  deeds  how  much  he  de- 
ferves  her  hand,  if  the  anguifh  of  dif- 
appointed  love  had  not  confined  l^im  to  the 
bed  of  ficknefs.     Thou  haft  one  time  ap- 

G  5  ^lON^^ 
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proved  the  mutual  love  df  that  noble  t*ira^ 
pie,  crowa  now  their  felicity  by  thy  con^ 
lent  to  their  union."    «•  Hal  ti^tor^  ithcr 
prefumeft  to  terminate  with    ba]r^o^#ed 
arms  the  difFcrences  6f  other  p6o()t^, ' Wbo 
art  thou  that  thou  dareft  to  pitfcnfafe'lM^ 
to  me  r    *«  Thou  fhal£  foon  kik/r  i^lip  1 
am."     Hiermairfor  replied  witb  st'tiMllfC- 
ing  look,  and  was  going  to  reliffey^'iiHMIb 
the  Dey  exclaimed  in  a  fUridtla^  gtCfeAtfc*; 
'**  Guards^  Teize  the  traitor,  confine  hi 
in  the  darkeft  dungeon,  and  to-morro 
let  hiin  publicly  be  caft  berore  the  lions  J 
*'  FIc  was  inftaiitly  feized  and  dragee 
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-'venge  by  the  fight  of  that  horrible  fpcfta* 
cle.      Hicrmanfor  was  led  forth.      The 
lions  faluted  him  from  their  receptacles 
with   a  dreadful   roaring ;   however,    his 
countenance  befpoke  a  firm  unfliafkcn  rc- 
folution^  which  did  not  leave  him  when, 
on  a  given    fignal,    an  iron  grate  was 
opened,  and  a  lion  whofc  red  rolling  eyes 
threatened  death  and  dc(lru£iion,  was  let 
loofe.     Hiermanfor  met  his  foe  unarmed, 
thrufted  his   arm   between  his  wide  ex- 
tended jaws,  and  the  lion  fell  dead  to  the 
ground.     The  Dey  grew  pale,     Hierman- 
for turned  towards  him  and  faid :  '*  thou 
knoweft  now  who  I  am,  do  not  force  me 
to  make  thee  fenfible  of  my  power;  give 
thy  confent  to  thy  daughter's  union  with 
Morgan." 

Thefe  words,  which  were  pronounced 
in  a  menacing  accent,  provoked  the  pride 
of  the  Dey. 

«  Let  us  fee,"  faid  he,  ^  whether  thy 

power  can  ftand  the  teft."     At  the  fame 

time  he  ordered  a  fecond  lion  to  be  let 

loofe  upon  him.     The  ferocious  animal 

G  &  darted 
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darted  at  Hiennanfor,  but  (liared  the  fate 
of  liis  comrade, 

«  A  general  aflonifhment  fcizcd  the  gaf* 
ifig  rpeftaiors  i  the  Dey  left  his  place  in 
great  emotion,  a.nd  ordered  the  conqueror 
of  the  lions  to  follow  him.  He  led  him  to 
the  moft  retired  apartment  of  hiai  palace^ 
and  qucdioned  him  about  his  powcn 
1  *'  My  power,''  ilicrmanfor  rcplitdi 
M  has  been  granted  me  by  Allah  in  or<l^r 
to  curb  the  pride  of  the  powerful,  and 
to  raife  the  oppreflcd  flave  from  the  dull. 
Be  advifed,  and  unite  tJiy  daughter  to 
Morgan." 
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^^  Happineft  is  the  will  of  Allah — thine 
to  render  two  human  beings  mifcrablc— • 
and  one  of  them  is  thy  daughter." 

"  She  will  not  be  miferable,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  time  will  calm  her  paflion ;  {he 
will  forget  Morgan." 

"  Thou  art  miftaken.  My  looks  pene- 
trate farther  into  futurity  than  thine. 
Grief  will  kill  her." 

"  O  I  th9Uto  whom  fupernatural  power 
has  been  granted,  canft  thou  devifc  no 
means  to  cure  her  of  that  fatal  palfion; 
for  I  cannot  change  my  refolution  ?" 

"  Hiermanfor  feemed  to  meditate.  **  I 
will  compofe  a  beverage,"  faid  he,  at 
length,  "  that  will  cure  her  of  her  paf- 
fion."  The  Dey  embraced  him  with 
marks  of  rapturous  joy.  The  potion  was 
prepared,  the  princefs  drank  it,  and  went 
to  bed.  The  next  morning  fhe  was  found 
dead. 

The  intelligence  of  her  death  almoft 
broke  the  heart  of  her  father.  He  tore 
his  filver  beard,  and  promifed  imraeufe 
rewards  to  the  phyficians,  if  they  fhould 
be  able  to  rekindle  the  dormant  fpark  of 
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life  ;  but  his  ravings  and  his  promilcs 
\vcrc  fruitlcfs  ;  the  fpirit  of  his  daughter 
fccmcd  to  have  taken  itsllight  to  the  man- 
fions  of  eternal  reft. 

''  Iliermanfor,  on  whofe  head  hadhecn 
fet  an  imnicnfe  price,  was  fearchcd  every 
where,  but  could  not  be  difcovcred.  At 
lengtli  he  made  his  appearance  voluntarily. 
The  light  of  him  reduced  at  once  the  rage 
of  the  Dcy,  who  ftared  fpeechlefs  at  him. 
*•  Thou  didll  defire  me,*"  Hicrmanfor 
faid,  "  to  cure  thy  daughter  of  her  paf- 
fiou  ;  I  have  executed  thy  command.  No 
oilier   means  were   fufficicnt  to  extirpate 
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mcnts,  if  thou  doft  not  inftantly  recal  my 
child  to  life."    Hicrmanfor  looked  at  him 
vith  cold  contempt,  and  did  not  deign  to 
return  .an  anfwer.     The  Dey  threw  hini- 
fclf  on  his  knees,    conjuring  him   with 
weeping  eyes  and  amid  heavy  groans  to 
refufcitate  his  child,  and  offered  one  half 
of  his  kingdom  as  a  reward,     "  Keep 
thy  kingdom !"   faid  Hiermanfor,  "  and 
fwear  a  folemn  oath  to  marry  thy  daughter 
to  Morgan,  and  I  will  recal  her  to  life !'' 
The  whole  court  was  affembled,  Morgan 
fummoned  to  appear,  and  the  Dey  fworc 
folemnly  to  marry  his  daughter  to  him, 
Hiermanfor  knett  down  by  the  bed  of  the 
deceafed,    praying   fervently,    and  then 
took  her  by  the  hand.     No  fooner  had  he 
touched   her  than    fhe   began   to  move. 
The  rofes  of  her  checks  returned,  and  fhc 
opened  her  eyes  in  Morgan's  arms :    the 
fight  of  her  lover  reftored  her  to  life  and 
Vecolteflion,  and  the  darling  of  her  heart 
fcemed  ready  to  die  with  joy. 

*^  Hiermanfor  gazed  joyfully  at  the 
charming  fcene,  which  was  his  work;  but 
Vhen  Morgan  recovered  from  his  trance?. 
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and  wanted  to  thank  the  author  of  hl^ 
blifs,  he  retired  fuddenly,  and  was  feeiB^ 
no  more.  The  day  following  the  loving 
pair  celebrated  the  feafl  of  eternal  mu^n,'^ 
Here  the  king  paufcd  awhilci  in  ordm* 
to  let  the  firll  impreQion.of  thi^^extrao)^* 
dinary  talc  pafs  oyer,  and  then  he.cpq- 

tinued  his  narrative*     j^hhp        

"  My  fondnefs  for  iraveulng  and  ad- 
ventures abated  by  degrees.  The  ycarji 
of  youtlifLil  ardor  were  pa  fled  away.  My 
calling  to  the  throne  and  the  dcfirc  of  re- 
vi filing  my  fubjefls  awoke  powerfully  i 
my  foul  J  particularly  wlicn  Hicrmanfor 
told  me,  that  already  three  impullurs  had 
dared  to  reprefent  my  pcrfou^  and  to 
j:him  the  fway  over  Tort  *  ♦  •  1.  liut  the 
which  fpurrcd  nic  to 
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^n(\  to  prcfcrve  the  ftriflcd  inco'^Miito. 
He  then  accompanied  me  to  a  monallvriy, 
^v'here  he  took  leave  of  me  with  the  rc- 
<]uc(l  to  await  his  return.  However,  my 
deGre  to  reviCt  my  paternal  foil  and  my 
fiil)je£ls  encreafed  every  day.  I  thoiii^lu 
Hiermanfor'sapprehcnfions  over  anxious. 
The  truth  and  jufticc  of  my  caufe  I  fan- 
cied would  plead  in  my  behalf,  particu- 
larly as  my  perfon  was  diflinguifhed  by 
marks  which  could  not  but  confirm  my 
aflertion  of  being  the  identical  king  who 
was  fuppofcd  to  have  been  killed.  In 
fhort,  I  conquered  every  doubt,  and  tra- 
velled towards  the  confines  of  my  king- 
dom, without  waiting  for  the  arrival  of 
my  kind  protefton 

"  Hiermanfor  was  at  that  time  at 
Lif  *  *  n,  the  capital  of  my  kingdom,  and 
knew  of  my  defign,  although  he  was  then 
far  diftant  from  me.  He  endeavoured  to 
promote  the  execution  of  it,  though  I  had 
deferved  his  refentment,  becaufc  I  had 
neglefted  his  advice.  With  that  view  he 
went,,  in  the  difguife  of  a  monk,  to  the 
Prince  of  Br****za,  in  order  to  per- 
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Tuade  him  to   favour  my  caufe)  bM  Vtm- 
ing  that  the  Prince  feemed  ta  be  ^tjA"^ 
dined  to  lend  his  aQiftance  to  the  ea%ei|^ 
tion  of  my  plan^  he  waited  for  ft  Iikm«| 
favourable  opportunity  of  being  ferrwi^ 
able  to  nie,   and  loon  lound  one.     The 
people  had  been  provoked  by  the  opprcljl 
lion  of  the  king  of  Sp  *  *  n   in   fuch  a 
manner,  that  a  confpiracy  was  formed  ancW 
!oud  complaints  were  uttered*     HiermaJlfl 
for,  difguifed  in  the  garment  of  a  monk^ 
vent  from  place  to  place,  endeavouring 
to  raife  a  kind  of  religious  enthafiafm  irt^ 
my  behalf,  and  to  en  flame  the  minds  of 
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C!onvi£k  mc  of  impofition,  and  what  means 
the  king  of  Sp**n  employed  to  ruin  me, 
you  would  not  be  able  to  refufe  mc  a  tear 
of  pity.  If  I  had  not  revealed  fecrcts 
nvhich  I  could  not  poffibly  have  known  if  I 
Ija^.  not  been  the  pcrfon  who  I  really  am, 
if  I  had  been  convifted  of  the  lead  falfc- 
hood,  and  if  every  circumftance  had  not 
confirmed  the  truth  of  my  aflertion,  my 
life  would  have  been  loft  inevitably." 

"  Meanwhile  Hiermanfor  endeavoured 
to  blow  up  the  fire  which  he  had  lighted 
in  the  heads  and  hearts  of  my  people, 
partly  through  pamphlets  which  he  had 
printed  and  difperfed  among  the  multi- 
tude, and  partly  by  the  arts  of  oral  perfua- 
fion.  It  was  he  who  caufed  the  mira- 
culous bell  at  Venezuella  to  be  rung, 
that  very  bell  which  was  believed  to  ring 
from  itfelf  previoufly  to  an  impending 
great  event  which  is  to  happen  in  the 
royal  family,  or  the  kingdom.  In  one 
word,  Hiermanfor  had  left  no  ftone  un- 
turned to  ftir  up  my  fubjcfts  in  my  be- 
half; he  even  perfuadcd  the  king  of 
Fr**ce  to  intercede  for  me.     My  judges 
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The  king  .(eemed  to  be  fitfj^ifedr.bjfr 

the  enthufiafioi  vitk  which  I  pfDixmikMl! 
thefe  words ;  his  eyes  fparkled  withicaif  of' 
joy.     He  drained  me  to  his  hdtcmtfimA' 

his  fpeechlefs  gratiuide  affcftcd  mc  iiijre 
than  the  mult  animated  eloquence  would 
have  done.  After  a  long  paufc  of  pro- 
found filencc  he  re  fumed  at  length  : 

**^  I  will  noL  embiuer  this  happy  hour/ 
by  enlarging  on  the  misforiunc*  which 
have  rendered  life  a  burden  to  me,  and 
bcfidcs,  the  proceedings  of  the  Sp***fh 
government  with  regard  to  mc,  and  the 
hiitory  of  tbclU  treatment  which  1  have 
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One  dark  and  tempcftuous  night,  I  had 
Fallen  afleep  on  my  hard  couch,  borne  down 
■with  grief  and  forrow,  when  fuddenly  fome- 
body  interrupted  the  grave-like  filence  of 
my  dungeon,  by  pronouncing  my  name.  I 
ftarted  up,  but  the  impenetrable  darknefs 
vhich  furrounded  me  did  not  allow  me 
to  difcern  an  objeft.     On  my  queftion 
wholtwas  that  had  pronounced  my  name, 
afudden  ray  of  light  illuminated  my  pri« 
Ton,  and  Hicrmanfor  was  Handing  before 
me  with  a  lanthorn,  which  had  been  con- 
cealed under  his  cloak.     He  unlocked  my 
chains  and  bade  me  to  follow  him.     We 
pafled  the  guards  without  being  ftoppcd, 
and  I  fancied  the  whole  incident  to  be 
the  delufion  of  an  happy  dream.     I  was 
not  convinced  of  the  reality  of  what  had 
happened  to  me,  until  we  came  into  the 
ftreet.     Hiermanfor  provided  me  with  a 
drcfs  to  difguife  my  pcrfon ;  we  hailcncd 
in  a  poft-chaife  which  was  waiting  for  us, 
drove  away  at  a  furious  rate,  and  arrived 
at  the  frontiers  of   Port  ♦  ♦  ♦  1  without 
being  difcovcred.    .From  thence  we  pro- 
ceeded    to    my  prefent    abode,    where 


*4*  THEVICTIMOP 

Hiermanfot  kfi  me.     By  his   ad^^ic^  1 
have  aflumed  this  garb,  under  ^vhicli  no* 
body  fufpcfta  a  king,  who   generally  91 
believed  to  rot  in  the  peaceful  lapofm€?^ 
thcr   earth,  and  no    perfon    except  yt 
and  my  benefa£lor  knows  of  ihe  fecrct.* 

**  And  no  one  fliall  know  it  (the  Cotii 
exclaimed  J  till  the  fhouting  mnltitud^^ 
hailing  their  lawful  king,  (ball  procl;tim  ^^ 
aloud.  But  docs  not  Hicrmanfor  vife, 
you  now  and  then  ?** 

"  Never,  except  when    I    rcqueft  hw 
attendance/'*  ^ 


The  Count  and  mvfclf  dared alternattrv 
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loved  to  make  ufc  of  that  fccret.  It  is 
now  pall  one  o'clock,  if  you  will  be  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  my  aflcrtion,  I  will 
fummon  him  hither." 

The  ferious  mien  of  the  King  did  not 

Aiffer  us  to  fufpeft  him  being  in  jcft,  and 

yet  the  matter  was  fo  incredible  that  it 

Teemed  to  be  utterly  impoflTible.     Whofc 

•Curiofiiy  could  have  refilled  fuch  a  charm  ? 

\Ve  begged  the  king  to  call  him,  and  he 

ftcpped  before  the  pifture,  which  was  fuft 

I>cnded  over  the  altar  clofe  to  the  entrance 

of  the  cell.     Having  looked  at  it  in  pro- 

"found  filcncc  a  long  time,  he  pronounced 

lomc  unknown  words,  and  kilfed  the  pic- 

t-urc  three    times.     Suddenly    a   ruftliug 

i^oifc  arofe,  the  light  in  the  lamp  difap- 

I^  eared   and  returned  alternately,   and  a 

V^oice    behind     us     exclaimed     plainly : 

*^  What  is  the  pleafurc  of  your  Majcfty  ?'* 

"\Vc  turned  round,  feized  with  wonder 

^^nd    amazement,    and    faw    Hiermanfor 

Handing  in  a  corner  of  the  cell,  as  pale  as 

«i  corpfe,  dreflcd  in  a  black  garment,  and 

"^vrapt  in  a  fcarlet  cloak. 

I  cannot  but  confefs  that  the  fuddev^ 
Vol.  II.  H  ^.^^^ 
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apparition  of  the  Unknown^  thrilled  me 
with  the  fame  awful  fenfations  of  admin- 
tion  as  his  difappearance  in  Amdia'i 
apartment.  My  eyes,  which  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  find  out  an  inlet  in  the  lit* 
tie  cell  through  which  Hiermanfor  could 
have  entered,  returned  with  furprife  to 
the  perfon  of  that  extraordinary,  inexplor- 
able  being,  who  after  a  long  paufe  of 
filence  moved  towards  us  and  repealed 
his  queftion  to  the  king. 

^^  I  have  fummoned  thee  by  the  defire 
of  my  guefts !"  replied  the  latter. 

Hiermanfor  turned  towards  me  and  faid| 
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queft  will  be  granted  as  foon  as  you 
^1  have  delivered  thefe  papers/'    «*  He 
ive  me  a  fealed  packet,  and  refumed  :— 
However  I  muft  deGre  you  dnce  more 
•  be  circumfpeft,  and  to  preferve  the 
rifteft  incognito.     Do  not  enquire  for 
t  reafon  of  thi«  caution,  which  I  dare 
)t  difclofe.     I  only  can  tell  you,  that 
)ur  death  will  be   unavoidable,  if  the 
ing  of  Fr***ce,  or  the  Cardinal  Rich- 
^  fhould  difcover  who  you  are.     Don*t 
ind  the  words  and  adions  of  the  Queen, 
rther  than  they  will  be  conneded  with 
)ur  commtflion.     Infiil  upon  your  re- 
left,  that   if  a  rupture  between  your 
mntry  and  the  King  of  Spain  ihould 
ippen,  the  Fr**ch  government  fhall  de- 
arc  for  the  former.     The  Queen,  who 
IS  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  go- 
nrnment,  neither  can,  nor   will  refufe 
>ur  requeft.     But  if  fhe  Aould  prcfs 
m   to  name  the  new  claimant   to  the 
t>wii,  take  care  to  acquaint  her  with  the 
al  one." 

^  But  whom  Ihall  I  name  r 
i»  The  Duke  of  Bra*«2a !" 

Hz  u  V«- 
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*f  *<  Perceiving  injr  aftonifhmem,  heexa* 
mined  mc  with  penetrating  looks,  and  re- 
plied after  a  fhort  paufe  :  **  You  have 
voluntarily  furrcndcred  to  my  power,  but 
you  are  yet  at  liberty  to  retire,  providttl 
you  fwear  a  folcmn  oath  never  to  reveal 
what  you  know  of  the  myftery.  But  if 
yo\i  mean  to  perfift  in  your  rcfolutionf 
then  give  me  your  hand  as  a  token  of 
your  fidelity-" 

I  giive  him  my  right  hand  mcchanicaHf. 
He  pre  fled  it  velitmcntly,  ajid  faid  in  a 
folcmn  and  ferious  accent,  *'  Now  you 
are  mine!'*     Then  hb  looks  were  dirtB* 
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fiiall  not  be  unworthy  of  your  future  con*' 
fidence !" 

•«  Rife  !'•  exclaimed  Hiemianfor  with 
dignity,  "  I  have  forgiven  your  former 
errors,  a  proof  of  which  is  the  commiflion 
which  I  have  intrufted  to  you.  Do  you 
think  I  would  confide  thefe  important 
papers  to  a  man  whom  I  hate  ?  I  have 
known  you  thefe  many  years,  though  you 
knew  little  or  nothing  of  me.  If  you  will 
fwear  eternal  fecrecyy  you  alfo  (hall  know 
my  plan/' 

;  The  Count  fwore  the  oath  of  eternal  fe^ 
.  £Decy,  and  Hiermianfor  continued :  ' 

"  The  hoary  royal  Hermit  is  fupported 
neither  by  a  powerful  army  nor  foreign 
allies ;  his  caufe  mud  therefore  be  placed 
in  the  liands  of  a  powerful  perfon.  I 
know.no  man  in  Port***l  who  is  poflcflcd 
of  greater  authority  and  power  than  the 
*Duke  of  Bra***za.  The  third  part  of  the 
kingdom  is  his  property;  he  is  beloved 
by  the  multitude,  who  are  defirous  to  fte 
him  mount  the  throne.  The  Duke  \Cill, 
confequently,  not  find  it  difficult  towreft 
the  fceptre  from  the  king  of  Sp**n.  It 
H  3  \?^& 
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our  intcrcft,  and  if  Fr**cc  joins 
three  powers,  then  the  revolution  vrfl 
I'ecure  againft  foreign  enemies/' 

*"'  Give  me  leave  to  make  one  objec- 
tion :  the  Queen  of  Fr**ce  is  a  filler  of 
the  king  of  Sp*f  n ;  how  can  it  be  cxpeft- 
ed  that  fhc  will  take  our  part  againil  bet 
own  brother  ?" 

"  And  yet  Ihe  will,  from  reafons  which 
I  am  not  allowed  to  difclofe.  Believe  me^ 
my  Lord,  there  are  incentives  morepo%*ei* 
ful  than  fuch  a  refolution;  nay^  occa- 
fions  may  happen  when  the  intereft  of 
the  blood  mult  give  way  to  the  intereft 
of  ftate    policy-      Dont    vou    think    fo" 
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'  «  With  the  firft  dawn  of  day.'' 

*  I  -wilh  you  an'  bappy  journey  *  andf 
when  you  have  executed  your  bufinefs 
return  to  Sp**n.  At  the  fame  time  you 
may  reft  affured  that  your  father  never 
vill  fufpeft  your  engagement,  provided 
you  can  invent  fome  palpable  pretence 
or  other  to  conceal  from  him  your  jour- 
ney to  Fr**ce.  I  have  taken  fuc  mea- 
fui'es,  that  no  one  except  the  cpnfpira- 
tors  ever  can  know  what  you  are  going 
to  do  for  the  revolution;  and  even  if 
your  afiions  ftiould  tranfpire,  yet  .the 
whole  world  would  believe  you  to  be  not 
only  unconnefted  with  the  confpirators, 
but  alfo  the  moft  aftive  opponent  to  the 
revolution,  Yet  you  will  eafily  conceive 
that  every  thing  depends  on  the  ftriAeft 
obedience  to  the  injun£iians  which]  have 
given  you." 

"  Undoubtedly !  you  may  have  the  ut- 
moft  reliance  on  my  punftuality." 

«*  You  may  expeft  to  receive  the  fweet* 
eft  reward  if  you  perform  your  promife 
like  a  man/' 

H  5  ^1  claim 
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I  claim  no  other  revrard  but  timt 
which  I  {hall  derive  from  the  confciouf^ 
nefs  of  having  affifted  in  breaking  afun<* 
der  the  fetters  of  my  country,  and 
reftoring  the  hoary  royal  hermit  to  his. 
dignity." 

^^  Your  fentiments  do  honour  to  your 
heart,  and  give  you  an  additional  title 
to  the  fweet  reward  that  awaits  you,  and 
which  will  fatisfy  the  moft  ardent  wiihe» 
of  your  heart." 

I  read  the  meaning  of  thefe  words  in 
his  looks,  and  he  could  not  but  read  in 
my  countenance  that  I  comprehended  the 
fecret  fenfe  of  his  promife.     He  left 
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for*s  promife.  The  fweet  profpeft  which 
he  had  opened  to  me  animated  my  whole 
nature  with  new  life,  and  infpired  me  with 
a  firm  refolution  to  do  and  to  fuffer  what* 
ever  fhould  fall  to  my  lot.  My  fancy 
drew  Amelia's  enchanting  piSure  with 
every  charm  of  novelty,  the  fcene«  of  the 
few  hours  which  I  had  fpent  in  her  com- 
pany, with  every  force  of  reality,  and  tl*e 
blifs  of  futurity,  with  every  variety  of 
ideal  enjoyment.  In  vain  did  my  mind 
forebode  many  future  impediments;  omni- 
potent love  affifted  me  to  conquer  boldly 
every  apprehenfion,  and  Hiermanfor*s 
power  raifed  my  hope  to  the  hi^heft  de- 
gree of  enthufiafm.  Occupied  with  thefe 
fweet  reveries,  I  fell  afleep  againft  morn- 
ing, and  had  not  (lept  an  hour,  when  the 
Count  came  to  tell  me  that  it  was  time  to 
depart.  We  took  leave  of  our  royal 
hoft,  who  parted  with  us  with .  wecpiog 
eyes. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  inn  where  we 

had  left  our  fervant  with  the  chaife,  he 

gave  me  a  packet  which  had  been  fent 

after  me  by  an  exprefs.     As  foon  as.  1 

H  &.  opened 


I5fi  T  H  E    V  1  C  T  1  M   0  F 

Opened  it,  I  found  the  diploma  of  my  du* 
cal  dignity,  and  a  letter  from  my  father^ 
of  which  the  folloving  is  a  copy: 

*  My  dea,r  Som  ! 
*  AVhercfoverlhouartjhaflentothcariBi 
of  a  dying  parent,  who  wi flies  to  fee  and 
to  blcfs  thcc  once  more-  I  write  thcfc 
lines  with  a  faint  and  trembling  hand,  on 
the  brink  of  eternity,  in  order  to  be  th6 
firft  perfon  who  greets  you  as  Duke  of 
Ca*inii.  I  rcfigned  this  dignity  to 
you,  in  the  prefencc  of  my  whole  courts 
as  foon  as  my  illncfs  grew  dangerous, 
ochiimcd  nubliclv  at  Ca*^ 
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can  enforce,  prefled  me  to  obey  the  call 
of  my  dying  parent.     What  could  I  do 
in  that  diflrefling  fituadon  ?    return  to  my 
father  and  break  the  folcmn  oath  i  had 
fworn  to  the  Unknown  f  or  continue  my 
journey  to  Fr**e,  and  difobey  the  juft 
command  of  my  dying  parent?    So  one 
can  conceive  the  dreadful  conflid  vhich 
took  place  in  my  afflided  fanl.    I  coaid 
come  to  no  determination,  and  fidt,  for 
the  fir  ft  time,  the  galU'ng  prefiiire  of  the 
fetters  ivhich  I  had  forged  myfci4  bj  tiai 
vow  of  implicit  obedience. 

I    communicated  ray    diflrefs  a>  iLt 
Count,  who  found  mv  doubts  ve!.  icxzii^t 
but  not  indiflblubie.     "  In  cafes  i^-bsrr* 
different  duties  crofs  each  other.*  ik^'xju 
^^  not  the  hearty  which  is  a  bliikd  2i>c  psx- 
lial  guide,  but  reafcno^^i  10  t^v^iit.  »  C 
the  latter  always  will  declare  fcr  vc^  -piJ- 
ty  which  is  fupported  by  the  facr-r*'V-  ^'^ 
guments.     What  motives  caa  y^m  «.  >^'  i/^ 
for  your  returning  to  yoor  fcciifrr '   r  --^-' 
love?    This  fentimer.t  is  a  iiCT--:   ^r.^', 
but  is  your  vow  to  travel  in  Fr**t  j*-' >  ^  - ' 
and  arc  not  the  duties  vera  cnft  V-*  >' 


'  (o  blcfs  Uicc 
'  Jineswitli  a  I 
'  the  brink  of 

*  firfl  perfon  \ 
'  Ca*ina,     I     , 

*  ypih  in  the  px 

*  as  foon  as  ni 
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country  would  receive  by  your  return  to 
your  father?  It  is  evident  that  Hierman- 
lor  intends  to  make  ufe  of  your  a(Qftance 
as  a  chief  fpring  in  the  great  machine 
which  his  wifdom  has  compofed  for  effe£l- 
ing  the  reftoration  of  the  old  King,  and 
the  releafe  of  your  country.  What  would 
you  fay,  if  you,  by  obeying  the  laft  com- 
mand of  your  father,  fliould  put  a  ftop  to, 
or  perhaps  entirely  undo  the  motion  of 
the  machine  P  or  do  you  know  what  an 
important  influence  your  journey  to 
Fr**ce  may  have  on  its  motion  ?  It  is  at 
leaft  certain  that  Hiermanfor  makes  ufe 
of  that  journey  as  a  mean  of  executing 
the  great  plan  which  he  has  formed;  and 
how  much  he  has  it  at  heart  you  may  con* 
dude  from  the  emphafis  with  which  he 
has  exhorted  you  not  to  fuffer  your  jour- 
ney to  be  retarded  by  any  thing?  you 
promifed  upon  oath  to  execute  your  com- 
miffion  faithfully,  and  now  you  hefitate 
whether  you  fhall  keep  or  break  your  pro- 
mife.** 

^^  I  will  keep  it!  1  exclaimed,  covered 
with  Ihame.   ^^  Yet  the  powerful  influence 
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of  filial  tendcrnefs  will  excufeTnymomen* 
tary  hcfitation/' 

**  Your  Grace  !"  faid  the  Count,  tak- 
ing me  kindly  by  the  hand,*'  the  fweeteft 
reward  awaits  vou.  Do  vou  re  col  left 
that  promife  ?" 

This  unexpe6lcd  turn  eintircly  changed 
my  whole  difpoftiion  of  mind  in  a  moment* 
I  would  have  travelled  to  F***e^  from 
motives  of  duty,  but  was  hurried  on  by  a 
fee  ret  chann,  which  exercifed  a  fweet 
power  over  my  hcartj  and  made  me 
anxious  to  execute  my  eomTBjffion  with 
all  poflible  expedition.     Ail  the  delight- 


^fAGICAL  DELUSION.        j^ 

from  Hte,  made  my  blood  fennem  with 
addidonal  violence  >  I  had  no  reft^  and  or^ 
dercd  the  fervant  to  prepare  for  our 
departure  without  delay. 

•*  Not  fo  rafli !  my  Lord !"  faid  the 
Count,  "  you  cannot  obey  the  commands 
of  you^r  father;  however,  you  ought  at 
leaft  notr  to  offend  him.  His  invitation 
deferves  an  excufe  if  you  do  not  ac- 
cept it.'' 

I  was  feniible  of  the  juftice  of  his  re^ 
proach  ;  however,  I  eould  find  no  pre- 
tence which  promifed  to  juftify  my  diC* 
obedience  to  his  command. 

>^  I  think  1  have  hit  upon  fomething 
that  will  do,"  Jaid  the  Count  after  fome 
meditation.  ^^  I  think — ^but  I  will  go  and 
fettle  every  thing — " 

So  faying,  he  left  me  abruptly.  I 
could  not  conceive  what  he  was  about. 

After  half  an  hour  he  returned  with  a 
furgeon  : 

**  You  have  been  thrown  oflF  your 
horfe,"  he  faid  to  me,  **  and  received  a 
violent  contufion  on  your  left  arm.  This 
gentleman  will  attefl  it  for  the  confidera-- 
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lion  of  twenty  ducats  ;  you  may  fend  the 
certificate  to  your  father,  as  a  proof  thai 
yoii  cannot  travel," 

I  paid  tlie  fum  to  the  furgeonj  received 
the  certificate^  wrote  a  few  lines  and  fcnt 
both  to  my  father. 

We  fettled  ihit  in  cafe  my  father  fhould 
write  a  fecond  letter,  the  furgeon  ftiould 
return  an  anfwer  in  my  name,  pretending 
that  on  account  of  the  inflammation  of  my 
arm,  he  could  not  allow  me  to  make  the 
leaft  exertion,  and  keep  my  father's  letter 
till  1  (hould  acquaint  him  by  a  few  linei 
to  what  place  I  fhould  wifli  to  have  it 
fent.  An  additional  prefent  of  twenty* 
five  ducats  made  him  promife  to  execute 
every  thing  with  the  greateft  punditality, 
and    we  got  in  our  carriage.     **^  Why," 
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to  her  brother  ?  For  what  reafon  has  mv 
father  cautioned  me  fo  repeatedly  again  it 
a  country,  to  the  centre  of  which  Hierman- 
fpr  allures  me  by  the  mod  powerful  argu- 
ments and  promifes  ?  On  what  ground 
does  that  fingular  man  expedl  me  to  have 
fo  much  power  over  the  heart  of  the  Queen 
Regent,  whom  I  never  have  feen,  while 
he  on  the  other  fide  endeavours  to  fill  my 
heart  with  fear  and  fufpicion,  with  refpefi 
to  the  Regent,  who  never  has  feen,  nor  re- 
ceived the  leafl  injury  from  me  ?  What 
may  be  the  reafon  that  the  Queen  will  re- 
ceive me  fo  kindly,  while  my  pre  fence  in 
the  capital  is  to  be  kept  fo  fecret  from  the 
King  and  his  Prime  Minifler  ?  Has  per- 
haps my  father  committed  a  crime  againft 
the  flate  of  Fr**ce  ?  but  how  could  I 
in  that  cafe  expeft  to  be  received  favour- 
ably by  the  Queen  ?  Or  arifes  the  hatred 
which  the  Regent  entertains  againft  our 
family  from  private  reafons,and  if  fo,  why 
fhould  my  father  think  it  fo  ncceffary  to 
conceal  them  from  his  fon  ?  Or  fhould 
the  favour  of  the  Queen  and  the  hatred 
of  the  King  arife  from  one  fourcc,  will 
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the  former  be  obliged  to  conceal  her  intcf- 
view  with  me  from  the  monarch,  from  fear 
of  the  Kins,  or  of  the  confort  of  her  bed? 
Did  my  fathcrconccal  from  me  the  real  ica- 
fon  of  his  earned  injundion  to  beware  of 
the  Fr**ch  territory  from  polilicat  or  do- 
mcftic  motives?  Is  the  favour  of  theQueeti 
and  the  hatred  of  the  King  confined  only 
to  my  father,  or  are  they  perhaps  extended 
to  my  perfon  on  account  of  my  parent  ? 
and  if  that  (liould  be  the  cafe,  how  great 
and  of  what  a  fingular  nature  mull  the 
obligations  be  which  the  Queen  owes  to 
my  father,  if  flie  fhall  facrifice  to  his  fon 
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Id coiljedttres  which,  however,  foon  were 
^prived  of  their  force  by  other  reflec- 
ttOM)  for  which  reafon  I  refolved  to 
check  my  curiofity  till  the  expend  in« 
terview  with  the  (^ueen  fhould  put  me  in 
a  way  to  develope  the  myftery  in  a  more 
&Msfa^ory  manner. 

.  Meanwhile  we  continued  our  journey 
with  the  greateft  expedition;  however, 
the  impetuofity  'with  which  we  drove 
cauiied  the  carriage  to  be  overturned 
within  thirty  miles  of  the  frontiers  of 
Fr»*4:e.  I  efcaped  without  the  lead  in- 
jury, but  the  Count  received  a  violent 
contufipD  oti  his  left  arm  which  obliged 
him  to  k^ep  bis  bed  four  d^ys,  and  taught 
us  the  difagreeable  truth  that  impetuofity 
leads  as  flowly  to  the  mark  as  tardinefs. 

On  the  fifth  day  the  impatience  of  the 
Count  9ould  not  be  bodied  any  longer 
by  the  arguments  of  the  furgeon  ;  he  in- 
filled upon  our  departure,  and  we  arrived 
in  Fr**ce  againft  midnight. 

We  continued,  our  jo§lrney  the  night 
fQllpwing,  and  arrived  with  the  firft  dawn 
of  the  twelfth  day  at  P»»»s.    T\u£  Coui>i 
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went  that  very  day  to  beg  an  audience 
of  the  Queen,  and  his  triumphant  looks 
on  his  return  gave  me  reafon  to  hope  he 
had  fucceeded  in  his  application.  His 
words  confirmed  the  truth  of  my  conjec- 
ture :  "  O !  my  Lord !"  faidhc,  «  I  have 
fcen  her,  have  put  the  papers  in  her 
hand — Heavens!  what  an  amiable  wo» 
man  ! — born  to  be  a  queen,  fhe  needs  not 
the  (hallow  afliftance  of  artificial  dignity^ 
in  order  to  inftill  that  awe  which  cannot 
but  feize  even  the  ftrongeft  mind  at  the 
fight  of  her! — Born  to  conquer '  every 
heart,  (he  knows  how  to  raife  up  to  her^ 
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go  into  the  country  to-morrow  afternoon^  ^ 
and  that  I  expe£l  your  friend  at  night." 
Then  (he  told  me  what  meafures  we  are 
to  take  in  order  to  efcape  the  vigilance 
of  intruding  looks,  and  difmiffed  me,  hav- 
ing previoufly  made  me  a  prefent  of  this 
nng.  ^ 

This  account  raifed  my  curiofity  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  impatience.  I  fcarcely 
could  await  the  night  when  I  was  to  be 
introduced  to  the  Queen.  My  hotel  ap- 
peared to  me  a  prifon,  and  time  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  tardinefs  of  a  fnail.  At 
lengfii  the  wifhed  for  hour  arrived.  It 
was  ten  o'clock  at  night  when  I  went  to 
the  park  which  joins  the  palace,  difguifed 
VI  the  garb  of  an  Italian  Abbe.  The  bhief 
lady  of  the  bed-chamber  who  was  waiting 
for  us  at  the  gate,  conducted  us  through 
leveral  rows  of  trees,  in  order  to  know 
whether  we  were  not  watched  by  invi- 
fible  witneffes,  and  then  direded  her  fteps 
towards  the  palace,  requefting  the  Count 
to  await  my  return  behind  a  tUck  hedge. 
Having  advanced  a  few  fteps,  ihe  turned 

into 
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into  a  by  walk  leading  to  the  waits  of  tlii 
palace,  which,  on  one  Gde,  were  coverti 
with  an  cfpalicr,  behind  which  my  coti^ 
duftrcfs  bade  nic  to  follow  her*  W^ 
had  not  proceeded  twenty  Heps  when  fee 
de fired  mc  to  ftop,  making  fame  mouans 
againft  the  wall>  upon  which  a  part  of  it 
opened  in  form  of  a  little  gate,  through 
which  flie  puflicd  me»  There  I  was  rt- 
ceived  by  a  fecond  lady,  who  had  bctit 
waiting  for  mc  with  a  dark  lantborn, 
leading  mc  up  a  narrow  (laircafc  into  an 
apartment  which    was  faintly  lighi^i^    ^ 


T^l.^ 


n.r 


Kp\1 


yA     liiE*fr    TTtt*    ntrt* 


MAGICAL  DELirsiON.  169 
*«  Are  you  the  Duke  of  Carina  ?"  fhe  faid 
after  a  long  filence,  with  an  undefcribable 
fweetnefs,  and  in  a  trembling  accent. 
«*  Yc«,  I  am  the  Duke  of  Carina!'*  was 
my  reply.  "  Then  folU^ir.me!'*  {he  re- 
fumed.  I  ^1  lowed  her,  and  fhe  featcd 
herfelf  on  a  fofa,  commanding  me  to  take 
a  feat  by  her  fide.  "  Give  me  leave,  moft 
gracious  Queen,"  faid  I,  bending  my  knee, 
-**  previoufly  to  addrefs  a  prayer  to  your 
Majcfty,  to  which  nothing  but  the  confi- 
dence .in  the  greatnefs  of  your  foul,  and 
love  forjgay  country,  could  have  embold* 
dMAme.** 

^  NotbAbre  you  rife  and  take  a  feat 
by  my  fidcT*  ftie  replied,  raifing  me 
up. 

Her  unexpeScd  gracious  condefcen* 
fion,  and  a  certain  perplexity  which  fhe 
feenied  anxious  to  conceal,  confounded 
me  fo  much,  that  I  could  not  find  a  pro- 
per preamble  to  my  prayer,  and  yet  I  had 
taken  fo  much  care  to  prepare  my fc If  for 
that  occalion.  She  relieved  me  from  my 
confufion,  which  fhe  fccmed  not  to  no- 
lice.     "  Count  Clairval,"  faid  fhe,  "  ha* 
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delivered  to  me,  the  day  before  yefterday, 
Ibmc  papers  which  have  prepared  me  for 
your  vifit  and  prayer/* 

"  Then  it  will  be  no  fccret  to  your 
Majelty,  that  a  defign  is  carrying  on  to 
deliver  my  opprefled  country  from  the 
tyrannic  yoke  of  Sp**n,  and  to  rcftore 
the  reins  of  government  to  the  lawful 
King  ?  I  am  conic,  moil  gracious  Queen, 
to  implore  you  in  the  name  of  juftice,  to 
make  ufc  of  your  powerful  influence  in 
bclialf  of  that  undertaking." 

"  How  ?  I  fliould  lend  my  afTiftance  to 
a  defign  tending  to  injure  my  brothcrT* 
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this  daring  ftep  ?  Should  not  the  papers 
M^hich  the  Count  has  put  in  the  hands  of 
your  Majefty^  have  cleared  up  this  point 
iiv  a  fatisfa£iory  manner  ?*' 

^  Thofe  papers  contain  nothing  but  a 
pMvious  account  of  your  arrival,  of  the 
impending  rdvolution^  and  proofs  of  its 
juftice.  The  writer  neither  has  figned 
his.namC)  not  do  I  know  the  hand-writ- 
mg. 

Thifr'I  had  not  expe3:ed,  :having  been  ' 
confident   that    Hiermanfor  would  have, 
difcovered  himfelf  to  the  ^een,  in  order 
to  fupport  my  prayer  by  his  authority* 
You  may  therefore  eafity  conceive  how 
great  my  confternation  was,,  when  1  faw  ^ 
myfelf  necelfitated  to  enfotce^ray  an  utter 
ilrangeir  to  the  court,  apraycr  which  could 
not  but  .appear  to  the  Queen  daring  to 
the  :higheft   degree.      My  .  confternation 
was  too  igreat  to  be  concealed,     **  Speak 
without  fear;"  faW  the  Qiiee«y  with  in- 
imitable fweetneft.     ••'T«ll  me  without  r 
referve,  who  has  perfuaded^you  to  take: 
this  ftep/* 
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**  An  unknown  being,"*  I  exclaimcdi 
**  that  has  haunted  nie  every  where  on  my 
travels,  has  direfted  all  my  afLions  wiih 
irrefiflible  power,  governs  me  inviliblyy 
with  equal  goodnefs  and  terroiti  has  faved 
me  from  a  waiery  grave,  and  penetrated 
through  the  Ilames  in  order  to  favc  ihc 
pi£lure  of  my  mother/* 

A  glowing  rednefs  covered  the  coume* 
nance  of  the  Queen.  **  Your  mother?' 
ihe  ftammered,  ,*'  the  pjfture  of  your  oiD- 
thcr?' 

^«  It  is  a  miniaiure  paimtngf  i&t  to 
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to  gain  time  for  recovering  from  the  ftrong 
effeB  of  fenfations,  the  fource  of  which, 
I  was  unable  to  divine. 

'*  Is  fhe  dead  ?"  fhe  enquired  at  length, 
without'looking  at  me. 

**  She  died  twelve  years  ago,"  I  replied, 
fighing. 

^  Your  features,  dear  Duke,"  fhe  re- 
fumed  after  a  long  paufe,  *'  have  no  re- 
femblance  with  thofe  of  this  picture ;  and 
yet,  the  originality  of  the  face  is  fo  re- 
markable to  me,  that  it  would  afford  me  the 
greaci^ft  pleafure,  if  you  would  give  it  me/' 

"  IF  your  Majefty  fhould  know  how 
dear  it  is  to  me — " 

**  Well,  that  will  enhance  the  value  it 
has  in  my  eyes.  Whenever  I  fhall  look 
at  the  pidure  of  the  mother,  I  will  remem- 
ber the  fon.  I  will  give  you  my  picture,  in 
lieu  of  it;  will  you  refign  it  to  me  on  that 
condition  ?*' 

I  bowed  refpefifully,  fhe  opened  a 
drawer,  putting  my  picture  in  it,  and  took 
another  out  of  it,  which  was  adorned  with 
jewels  much,  more  precious  than  that  of 
my  mother^ 

1 3  ^^'T^Jm 
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'*  Take  it,  Duke,  and  whenever  you 
look  at  it,  think  that  it  is  the  pi&ure  of-^ 
a  very  unhappy  woman."  So  faying,  Ihc 
gave  me  the  pitlure. 

The  accent  and  the  mien  with  which^ 
tlicle  words  were  pronounced,  ivoundec^ 
my  heart.     I  prollraicd  myfelf-r-*'  How^^ 
amiable  Queen,  Ihould  you  really  be  un- 
happy ?  and  this  pledge  of  your  condc- 
fccnfion  fliould  be  to  inc  a  remembrancer 
of  your  misfortunes  ?  O,  name  the  fource 
of  your  forrows,  and  if  the  power  of  a 
mortal  being  can  remove  it,  I  will  do  it 
with  pleafure,  will  attempt  it  even  at  the 
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my  [power  nor  that  of  any  man  living 
fhould  be  able  to  render  you  happy,  yet 
I  know  a  perfon  who  poflefles  fuper- 
natural  powers,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  he 
will-  not  refufe  to  grant  my  prayers.  He 
fliall  make' you  happy,  my  Queen  !** 

She  looked  at  me  with  weeping  eyes, 
then  up  to  heaven,  and  then  again  at  me. 
**  Your  prayer,"  Die  faid  at  length,  *•  would 
be  fruitlefs ;  for  if  an  angel  would  ■  de- 
fcend  from  heaven  to  oifer  me  his  affift- 
ancc,  he  could  not  reftore  me  to  hap- 
pinefs,  while  certain  human  laws  and  poll* 
tical  relationsare  in  force.** — 

I  plainly  perceived  the  dreadful  ftru^g- 
;  gles  of  her  foul,  and  it  would  have  been 
cruel  to  render  her  viftory  more  difiBctilt 
by  farther  perfuafions. 

1  beheld  with  refpeClful  filence  the  worii^ 
ings  of  her  mind;  however,  fhe  could  itot 
but  obferve  that  I  adored  her — ^her  looks 
befpoke  the  grateful  emotions  of  her 
heart. 

**  You  have  told  me  a  few  minutes  ago, 

•that  your  mother  is  no  more,"  fhc  began 

1 4  after 
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after  a  long  paufe.    "  I  hope  your  father 

is  yet  alive  ?" 

''  I  have  little  reafon  to  think  he  is." 

The  Queen  turned  as  pale  as  a  corpfe. 
"  ^'ou  doubt  ?"  fhe  ftammered,  "  you 
doubt  whether  yourfather  is  alive  ?" 

^'  A  dangerous  illnefs  which  has  con- 
fined him  to  his  bed,  gives  me  reafon 
to  apprehend— but  what  is  the  matter  with 
your  Majetty  ?'* 

"  N(>rhii:g— nothing  at  all — A  danger- 
ous illncfs,  did  you  fay  ?" 

"  So  he  has  informed  me  fomc  time 
fince,  by  a  letter,  and  requefted  me,  at  the 
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Fr^^e,  and  imploring  your  affiflance  ta 
behalf  of  my  unhappy  country." 

<«  Poor  father  !**  Taid  the  Queen,  ab* 
Ibrbed  in  melancholy,  ^^  how  anxioufly\ 
will  he  have  expefied  the  arrival  of  his 
fon— I  fancy  I  fee  the  dying  Marquii, 
how  he  extends  his  arms  in  vain  to  receive 
the  child  of  his  love— " 

^  Does  yowr  Majefty  know  my  father  V 
I  enquired  haftily. 

She  gazed  at  me,  *^  If  I  know  him  ?— 
no  l-^yes^-I  (aw  him  feveral  times  when 
at  the  court  of  my  father— But  why 
do  you  afk  this  queftion  ?"— Without  giv- 
ing me  tine  to  reply,  ihe  refumed^  **  Make 
hafte  !  make  hafte,  to  return  to  your  na- 
tive country ;  perhaps  iie  is  yet  alive— 
the  fight  of  youjMriU  animate  him  with  new 
ftveagth,  he'.will  recover  in  your  armi, 
and  perhaps  be  reftored  to  health  T 
The  laft  words  (he  pronounced  with  a 
vifibte  joyful  emotion.  .  .      ..  ' 

.   « Shall  I  leave  your  MajeRy,"   I  re- 
-|ilied,  **  without  having  my  prayer  "grant- 
ed ?  Is  my  unhappy  country  to  expe6i  no 
affiftance  from  a  Queen  whofe  feptiments 
1 5  ^x^ 
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are  fo  fublime  ?  Is  the  picture  of  the-bcft 
of  women  to  be  to  me  a  lafting  wbA  of 
her  favour  and  difpleafure  ?** 

She  feemed  to  meditate.  ^^  It  ia  tniei' 
{he  faid  at  length,  ^^  we  have  entirely 
wandered  from  your  concerns.  Didiyou 
not  tell  me  that  you  are  faaimted  eareiy 
-where  by  an  apparition  ?  I  too  haivie  fe» 
an  apparition  ibme  time  ago.  Jt  iira»the 
ghpftof  my  departed  father^  !whOt,iit:iBi4- 
night,  drew  the  curtains  of  Imy  bQdt<and 
faid,  ^^  I  am  very  wretched^  t^iiwiigliMrl 
neither  prayers  nor  malTes  MriU  ghne  we 
-relief,  while    Por**^**l   which  sae  ^laae 
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which  will  be  to  thee  a  token  of  his  mif- 
fion.'* 

I  ftarted  up.  «  That  youth  ftancjs  be- 
fore your  Majefty,"  I  exclaimed,  un- 
covering my  breaft,  *'  behold  here  the 
fflole.  O  !  relieve  the  fufFering  fpirit  of 
your  fafher,  relicrve  my  country  !" 

She  feenied  to  be  in  a  trance,  encircling 
me  with  heir  arms,  and  draining  me  to  her 
bofom.  *'  Thy  prayer  is  granted  !'*  Ihe 
faid  in  a  faint  accent.— No  fooner  had  the 
taft  fyllable  efcaped  her  lips,  when  the 
found  of  a  little  bell  was  heard  in  the 
adjoining  apartment.  She  difengaged 
lierfelf  from  my  neck  and  ftarted  back) 
*«  Oracious  heaven  ! — "  flie  exclaimed 
J>ale  and  trerafblmg,  ^  the  King  is  re- 
lurnedi,  Begone  I  for  God's  fake  be- 
gone P 

I  was  going  to  obey  her  command ;  fhe 
ftopped  me  :  **  Never  reveal  a  word  of 
Wkit  has  happened  between  ourfclves," 
fte  whifpered ;  "leave  the  palace  and  the 
kingdom  as  foon  as  poiTible :  beware  of 
the  King,  I  conjure  you  !" 

1  $  I  pro-  , 


I 


^»'''"f;v«™.»«'';"d*«'''>'"'■ 
adjoining  apgt  bov  J   &    ^fetvcd  \ 
1  ^°  "°   on  t^^^  ft^'^'^td  conduftcd 
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during  the  whole  fccne.  Was  it  love  that 
J  felt  for  the  Queen?  certainly  not;  at 
at  leaft  my  fentiments  for  her  were  quite 
different  from  thofc  I  entertained  for 
Amelia ;  was  it  mere  efleem  that  endeared 
her  fo  much  to  me  ?  impoffible  ! — My 
heart  left  me  entirely  in  the  dark  with 
refpcB  to  that  point^as  well  as  my  reafon. 
It  is  true,  one  particular  idea  prevailed  in 
my  foul,  however  it  appeared  to  me  ridi- 
culous, as  foon  as  I  refleded  on  other 
circumftances.  The  account  which  the 
Queen  gave  me  of  the  apparition  of  the 
ghoft  of  her  father,  completed  my  confu- 
fion.  Was  it  the  work  of  the  Unknown^ 
and  did  {he  really  believe  (he  had  feen  the 
ghoft  of  her  father  ?  In  that  cafe  the  grant 
of  my  prayer  was  perhaps  merely  the 
confequence  of  her  love  for  her  father, 
vhom  ihe  hoped  to  releafe  thus  from  his 
fufferings ;  even  her  tears,  embraces,  and 
kifles  were  then  nothing  elfe  but  means 
of  alluring  me  to  drain  every  nerve,  in 
order  to  bring  to  a  happy  concluiion  an 
undertaking,  from  the  execution  of  which 
the  eternal  happinefs  of  her  father  dc* 
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led.  But  perhaps — and  that,  I  thought^     1 
not  lefs  pofTible — has   fhe   only  iit^ 
itcd  that  apparition  in  order  to  prevent- 
from  fiifpcding  the  real  fourceof  her    ' 
llingnefs  to  grant  my  prayer,  and  her" 
mfidcntial  and  endearing   deportment  P^"^ 
-ven  the  manner  in  which  fhe  mentiond! 
le  mole  on  my  breaft,*  appeared  to  itic 
*n  artiBcc  which  fhe  miglu  have  made  ufc 
3f,  railier  to  aflurc  herfelf  of  the  ideniny 
of  my  perfohj  than   of  my  milGon  from 
above;  and  this  fuppofition  received  ab 
mdditional  confirmation,  by    her   fingutiir 
4>ehaviour  after  the  diltovcry, — Thus  I 
.was  wandering  in  the  mazy  labyrinth  of 
cojijctlures   and    doubts  till   fleep    ftole 
upon  mc  by  degrees,  and  (hut  my  lieavjr 


I 
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Avbo  informed  me  that  he  was  in  a  fair 
vay  of  recovery.  This  welcome  intclli- 
genfie  animaied  me  with  new  life,  and  dif- 

; ^petted  the  gloom  which  had  overcaft  my 
mind.  We  cpntimied  our  journey  with- 
out delay^  iand  arrived  at  ***pala,  where 

rwe:  alighted  at  the  priacipal  hotel.    The 

^bA  4i}je&  than  atiraCled  my  aCtention, 
!Mis  a  haoKMoine  well  drefled  man^  whofe 
:&atiicesftniGk!me  at  a  great  diilance,  he- 

-  caufc  I  .fancied  X  toitwr  dmii*  He  was 
fittgag^iacMipt.ic^iivei^ratioii  with  a<taU 
4bmtBftiM^didm)tobferyetne  till  I  was 

xcMc  fby  tiioBu-  My  bidden ;  apipearanoe 
ieeiDcidio  {fivpf'A  hkn^  and  *fae  fight  of 
^Idtapixid^cad'  theiiamt  ^e£l  upon  me, 
liknnom  I  perceived  tlaiat :  it  was  Paleiki, 
: AsieUiiV  Ibimcr  v^let.  He  approached 
•jmetH^kdi  evident  marks  tofunea^nefVy  and 
iiii(ellMfl^d  me  in  broken  accents.  J.  .or- 
.^ned  'him  to  follow  jne  to  my  ^apartment. 
ifXbe  firft  queftion  I  pat  to  him^  wa^  where 
i^i&mcilia  nefidedf  and  how  ihe  was.  Pd- 
iltsBfi  UineniedlhaiJt  was  not  in  his  poller 
M>.'givc  me  the  leaft  infoi^ation  on  that 
-J^pA    I  inquired  after  ihe  Unkmwtiy  and 
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he  a  (Tared  me  that  he  had  not  feen  hitti 
fince  the  laft  fcene  in  the  wood.  *•  How-, 
ever,"  faid  I,  "  you  ftill  owe  mc  an  ac- 
count of  a  dreadful  accident  concerning 
the  Unknown^  of  which  you  pretended  to 
have  been  informed  on  your  pilgrimage;* 
Palefki  hefitated  a  few  moments,  and  then 
promifed  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity  the  day 
following,  being  prevented  by  bufinefii  of 
great  importance  from  doing  it  on  the 
fpot.  I  difmifled  him,  with  the  injune* 
tion  not  to  forget  to  come  to  my  apart- 
ment in  the  evening  of  the  next  day. '  He 
promifed  it ;   however  I  waited  in 
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tad,  and  I  drove  thither  in  anxious  ex- 
pedation. 

When  I  alighted  at  the  gate  of  the  hof- 
pital,  I  met  Count  Clairval.  lie  fecmcd 
to  be  petrified  when  he  faw  mc  in  the 
company  of  the  friar.  **  Whither  arc 
you  going  ?"  he  enquired  at  length.  **  To 
Palefld,  who  is  on  the  brink  of  eternity.'* 
The  Count  changed  colour,  and  whif- 
pered  in  my  ear  :  *'  Don't  go,  the  fellow 
is  infeded  with  a  contagious  difeafe.'V^ 
"  You  are  miftaken,  (was  my  anfwer)  he 
has  been  wounded  dangeroufly,  as  his 
confeflbr  tells  me."  "  1  have  juft  come 
from  him,"  the  Count  refumed  with  vi- 
fible  uneafinefs,  "  the  fever  has  deranged 
bis. head,  and  he  will  tell  you  a  number 
of  foolifli  things,"  "  No  matter,"  I  re- 
plied, **  I  muft  fee  him,  for  he  has  fcnt 
me  word  that  he  has  important  difcoveries 
to  make."  "  What  can  he  difcover  to 
you  ?'  faid  the  Count,  "  Palefki  has  ever 
been  an  impoftor."  "  This  will  render  his 
confeflion  on  the  brink  of  eternity  fo 
much  the  more  remarkable.  But  I  muft 
not  lofe  a  moment.     Farewell,  Count,  till 
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1  Tee  you  again!"  So  faying  I  tore  'my- 
fc!f  from  him,  and  haftencd  with  the  fiiar 
to  Palcfki's  apartment.  When  the  nurfe 
had  left  the  room,  the  former  laid :  "  you 
need  but  to  ring  the  bell,  if  you  fhould 
want  me,  I  fliall  be  within  hearing.**- 
With  thefe  words  he  went  out  of  the 
room.  Palefki  flared  at  me  for  Idne 
time.  The  livid  colour  of  death  coveied 
his  haggard  countenance,  and  the  noft 
agonizing  anguifh  of  a  tormented  con- 
fcicncc  was  ftrongly  painted  in  bisJoob* 
•^  My  Lord  !**  he  at  length  began,  «^  I^Mre 
you  a  thoufand  thanks  for  your 
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that  I  have  been  only  the  tool  of  greater 
impoftors.*' 

^^  Speak  frankly,  and  without  rcferve  ! 
I  will  forgive  you  every  thing/* 

"  My   Lord! — ^you  are    in  dreadful 
:.iia{ids.     That  Unknown—*' 

**  Wlio  is  he  ?"  !l  interrupted  him  im- 
patiently. 

^  i^y'b^  he  is,  I  do  not  know !  as  fure  as 

I  am  going  to  appear  before  the  omnifcient 

.  fearcher  of  hearu,  I  do  not  know  it.  Heal- 

.  waysihas^obferved  the  greateft  fecrecy  on 

>4hat-hoad.    ^^  I  am  who  I  am!''  he  always 

(.replied,  vhen  I  queftioned  him  on  that 

JpcHmif  ^  and  I  never  am  what  I  feem  to 

.heir    .Three  days  before  you  mide  your 

rftr(l'«ppearance  at  the  caftle  of  the  Couh- 

:!ie£if  rhe  came  late  at  night  to  the  gate,  dif- 

.  ^ifed  as  a  beggar,  and  enquired  for  me. 

Siqppofing  that  he  wanted  aims,   I  gave 

him  a  piece  of  money.     He  raifed  a  loud 

•  .laughter,   whilft  he  took   a  handful   of 

*  .ducats  out  of  his  pocket,  and  put  them  in 

i  mine.     ^^  This  is  only  a  prelude  to  what  I 

amgoir^to  do  for  you,"  faidhe,  without 

r  piling  ,the  leait  regard  to  my  aftonifii- 
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ment,  **  if  you  will  afTifl  mc  in  cxec^liAf  ^ 
a  plan  whrch  I  have  formed,  without  he- 
traying  our  conneftion  to  the  Counrefs." 
*'  And  what  plan  is  it?*  "  It  is  a  very  rn* 
nocent  one,"  he  replied,  *«  I  wUhtowork 
fomc  miracles  in  the  caftlc,  and  fboM 
be  glad  if  you  woutd  aflift  me/'  "  For 
what  purpofe  ?*'  '*  I  want  to  make  vtfo 
people  happy,"  was  his  reply,  ^*  the  Coufl* 
tefsj  and  a  young  noblemany  who  will  a^ 
rive  within  three  days.  The  Countcfi 
abandons  herfelf  too  much  to  her  grieff 
on  account  of  her  deceafed  hun>andf  and 
I  know  no  better  means  to  cure  her  of  iit 
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1  promifcd  to  attempt  the  latter,  in 
ich  I  fuccccdcd.  My  fellow  fervants 
re  eafily  bribed,  becauic  they  were  per- 
iled that  it  was  a  laudable,  or  at  lead 

innocent  undertaking  in  which  they 
re  to  be  engaged.  The  cheat  which 
s  to  be  played  on  you  and  the  Coun< 
s  was  believed  to  be  innocent,  as  it 
peared  to  be  a  mean  of  gaining  a  falu- 
y  purpofe.  To  be.  brief,  I  informed 
^  Unknown  the  day  following,  that  all  of 

were  firmly  determined  to  alTjil  him  in 

I  execution  of  his  plan;  a  refolutiou 

lich  he  again  rewarded  with  a  handful  oi' 

cats. 

"  As  foon  as  the  Countcfs  was  gone  to 

d,  I  introduced  the  generous  ftrangcr 

my  fellow  fervants.  He  foon  con- 
iced  us  that  he  was  no  Itrangcr  in,  the 
ftlc;  for  he  knew  every  apartment,  and 
cry  corner.  "  I  was  acquainted  with 
B  Prince  of  (;e**,"  he  faid,  «  the  for- 
srpoflcffor  of  the  cattle.  He  was  ex- 
^mely  fond  of  phyiic,  and  chemillry,  and 
I  great  (kill  in  thefe.Tciences  procured 
m  publicly,  the  name  of  a  man  of  great 
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learning,  and  privately  that  of  a  forcercr. 
His  rank  prnuttcd  him  againll  the  hit 
which  would  have  been  the  ponion^  of 
every  body  elfe,  if  fufpetled  of  fDrceTy, 
He  huiU  the  caftlc  in  this  fcrefl,  in  order 
to  indulge  here,  without  being  intcrrupicd 
by  intruding  vifuors,  hi&  inclination  for 
phyftcal  and  chemical  ope  ratio  rift,  by 
means  of  which  he  frightened  many  unin- 
vited guefts  out  of  the  caftle.  The  uiott 
extraordinary  tricks  he  played  in  tlic 
iaft  room,  on  the  firft  floor,  whkh  h 
conncflcd  by  means  of  a  machine,  with 
a  Ice  ret  apartment  on  the  ground   lloor*. 
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of  which  he  had  been  fpcaking.     It  con- 
fided of  a  ftrong  fpring,  which  was  con- 
nededwith  a  large  wooden  cone,  fitted 
in  the  ceiling,  and  faftened  by  a  bolu 
As.  foon  as  the   bolt  was-  pufhcd  back, 
and    fomebody    placed    himfelf   on  the 
cone  in  the  upper  apartment,  the  fpriqg 
was  pre  (Ted  down  and  the  perfon  funk 
into  the  lower  apartment,  between  four 
pofts,  in  the  joints  of  which  the  cone  was 
Aiding  down.     However  as  foon  as  one 
jumped  from  the  cone,  the  fpring  made  it 
fnap  back  by  it$  elaftic  force  into  it3  for- 
mer place.     In  order. to  convince  us  of 
it,  the  Unknown  mounted  up  to  the  ceiling 
upon  a  ladder  which  was  in  the  room,  and 
fufpended  fome  heavy  weights  to  hooks 
which  were  faftened  to  the  under  part  of 
the   cone,  which  made  it  Aide  down  as 
foon  as  he  removed  the   bolt,  and  wsts 
forced  up  again  in  its  former  place,  by 
the  elaftic  force  of  the  fpring,  as  foon  as 
he  had  taken   away   the  weights.      This 
machine  could  not  be  perceived  in  the 
upper  apartment,    the    floor    qf   which 
confifted  of  cubical  fquares,  refemblin^ 
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in  form,  colour  and  pofition,  the  moyeablc 

cone  to  which  they  feenjed  to  be  ctofely 

joined. 

•^«  Befides  this  machine,  he  (hewed  us  a 
crooked   tube,  which  was  fixed  to  the 
ceiling,  and  reached  down  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  room.     This  tube^/aid  the  ttn 
kmwr:^  is  in  communication  with  the  waB 
of  the  upper  apartment  where  it  ends  in 
the  open  jaw  of  one  of  the.  four  Hobs 
which  arc  Handing  in  the  corner  of  thtf  ^ 
room.     By  means  of  that  tube,  one 
not  only  hear  very  diftinftly  in  this  i 
/hat  is  fpoken  in  the  upper  apartmciUj 
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fixed." — He  left  us  with  vifible  marks  of 
fa&sfa6lion. 

**  The  next  day  he  came  again  to  th6 

caftle,  and  meeting  me  at  the  gate,  ex- 

claimed  in  accents  of  joy,   '*  To-morrow 

already  we  muft  begin  to  work  miracles* 

I  have  invented  a  plan  which  cannot  mif- 

carry.     The  young  nobleman  will  come 

to    the    caftle   to  -  night.      Place    fome 

lights  in  the  windows  of  the   upper  and 

lower  apartments,  that   he  can  find  his 

way  to  the  caftle,  and  order  the  gate  to  be 

opened  without  delay,  as  foon  as  you  hear 

him   ring   the  bell.     The  Countefs,  who 

will  be  gone  to  bed  by  that  time,  cannot 

fee  him  before  to-morrow  morning.  When 

you   fliill  have  introduced  him  to  her, 

then  you  muft  return  to  her  apartment, 

after   a  ftiort  interval,   and  deliver  this 

box  and  the  note  which  I  am  going   to 

give  you,  in  the  hand^  of  the  Countefs. 

If  you  are  afked  who  has  brought  it,  dc- 

fcribe  me  as  you  have  feen  me  the  firft 

time   I  came   to   the  calUe   gate.       The 

young  nobleman  wilj  be  defirous  to  fee 

and  to  fpeak  to  me,  but  you  muft  tell  him 

Vol.  II.  K  .^i^ 
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that  Lhad  left  the  cattle  after  the  box 
and  the  note  had  been  delivered*    He 
will  order  you  to  purfue  me  without  de- 
lay ;  however,  I  will  fave  you  that  tf€Ur 
ble,  for  I  (hall  ftay  at  the  caftle^;  and  fur- 
render  to  you  as  foon  as  you  (hall  want  iDC 
Keep  fome  cords  ready,  which  muft  bt 
cut  afunder  and  (lightly  fewn  again  to- 
gether.    With  thcfe  cords  you  muft  tie 
me,  and  charge  fome  of  the  fenrants  to 
condud  me  to  the  Countefs^  pretending 
that  I  had  refufed  obftinately  to  return* 
Then  I  fhall  tear  the  cords  afunder,  fly  i^^ 
the  adjoining   room,  and  bolt  die  dci^    ] 
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being  acquainted  with  the  fecret  of  the 
machine.*' 

*'  You  know,  my  Lord,  how  punflually 
and  fuccefsfully  this  defign  has  been  put 
in  execution.  An  accident  was  the  caufc 
of  a  fecond  more  important  plan,  the 
execution  of  which  has  not  been  lefs  (uc- 
cefsful.  The  Unkncwn^  who  after  bis  dif- 
appearance  was  liftening  attentively,  in 
the  fecret  chamber,  heard  among  other 
difcourfes,  by  means  of  the  tube,  the 
prayer  which  the  Countefs  addreffed 
to  him  on  account  of  the  apparition  of 
her  deceafed  Lord.  He  refleftcd  a  few 
minutes  on  the  poflTibility  of  granting 
it,  and  promifed  to  fatisfy  her  wifhes* 
The  tube  was  the  channel  through  which 
the  Unknown  conveyed  his  anfwer  to  the 
Countefs.'* 

Seized^with  aftonifliment  at  Paleflci's 
narration,  and  impatient  to  hear  its  con- 
tinuation, 1  had  not  interrupted  him  once ; 
but  now  I  could  not  refrain  any  longer 
from  fpeaking.  "  Then  Amelia  h  really 
innocent  ?*'  I  exclaimed,  "  and  was  not 
privy  to  the  artifices  of  the  Unknown  ?' 

K  2  ^'►^ov 
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and  the  doe  fkin,  which  had  five  infcif- 
riires.  As  foon  as  ihe  clock  ftruck  twelve* 
and  the  lights  were  exttnguiOied,  ihe 
moveable  cone  was  drawn  down  into  the 
lower  apartment,  the  Count  got  through 
the  aperture  by  means  of  a  ladder*  and 
the  cone  fnapped  again  in  its  former  place 
z^  foon  as  the  ladder  was  removed*  The 
fhroiid  in  which  the  Count  was  wrapped 
had  been  rubbed  with  a  fpirit  that  diffufed 
a  corpfc  like  fmcll  through  the  apartment- 
Whenever  the  Count  gave  a  fignal,  a  daft 
of  iighming  illuminated   ihe    aparimciir, 
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««  Both  were  produced  by  two  men  in 
the   apartment   over    your  head.      One 
(hook  a  large  round  copper  plate  which 
the    Unknown   had   found    in   the    fccret 
chamber,  and  caufcd  the  thundering  noife 
by  its  vibrations.     The  other  was  (land- 
ing at  the   window,    and   produced   the 
lightning  by  direding  the  light   of  a  ma. 
gic  lanthorn  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was 
received   by  a  large  mirror  which  was 
fufpended  oppolite  to  the  window  of  the 
apartment  where  the  ghoft  appeared,  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  it  rcfleQcd  the  light 
into  the  room,  and  illuminated  the  ghoft, 
who  ftood  in  a  ftraight  line  with  the  win- 
dow.    The  trembling  motion  in  which  the 
mirror  was  put,  gave  the  illumination  the 
appearance  of  (lafhes  of  lightning,  which 
difappeared  as  often  as  the  (hutter  of  the 
lanthorn  was  let  down." 

*'  But  how  did  it  happen  that  I  did  not 
obferve  the  mirror  when  I  looked  out  of 
the  window  ?" 

"  It  was  fattened  to  the  branches  of  an 
oppolite  tree,  while  you  were  at  fuppcr; 
however  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  the 
K  4  d^^vcvc^ 
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diftance  of  the  tree,  and  the  bUok  cloth 
with  which  it  had  been  covered  tiU  twelve 
oclock,  had  rendered  it  inviiible.  Your 
fervant,  from  whom  we  carefully  conceal- 
ed our  proceedings,  had  been  leipoved 
to  a  diltant  apartment,  where  he  iM 
amufed  by  a  game  at  cards  till  laidmgiA 
had  fet  in." 

'-  But  why  did  the  Unknown  not  endcft- 
your  to  gain  him  over  to  his  party  K 

*'  Wc  had  really  been  charged  Jiy  fcte 
to  attempt  it,  however  he  d4fplayjed  ^ 
much  fidelity  and  unfhakea  attacl^QCOt 
to  you,  that  we  found  it  prudent  tp^d^^ 
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he  regulation  and  direflion  of  the  plot. 
W\  of  us  were  enraptured  at  the  fuccefs- 
ul  execution  of  that  undertaking;  how- 
ever confterAation  foon  ftepped  in  the 
oom  of  joy  9  wl^en  we  perceived  the  fatal 
tScGt  which  :that  juggling  farce  produced 
>ii  the  health  of  the  Countcfs,  and  we 
[hould  certainly  have  betrayed  the  whole 
cheat,  if  the  inunecife  prefents  wliich 
the  Unknown  diftdbuted,  and  his  folemn 
declaration  that  -he  would  reftore  the  health 
of  the  Countefs,  had  not  filenced  us." 

"  Was  the  illnefs  of  Amelia  really  fo 
dangerous  as  I  have  been  told  by  my 
fervant  T 

.  ^^  The.  accounts  we  gave  him  were 
very  much  exaggerated  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  UiAmwn^  who  perfuaded  us, 
that  if  you  had  a  fincere  love  for  our 
lady,  it  would  increaft  with  the  dan- 
ger of  lofing  her.  When  we  afked 
him,  on  your  departure,  for  what  reafon 
he  did  not  oppofe  it,  if  he  rtfaHy  defigned 
to  protnote  your  and  her  ladyftiip's  liap- 
pinefs :  he  replied,  "  Your  notipns  of 
iove  are  very  erroncousj  if  you  cannot 
K  5  ^^^ 
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fee  my  drift.  The  fpsirk  which  ^gliiHUttl 
in  their  bofoms,  muft  be  blown  up  mtb  a 
blazing  flame,  by  obftacles  and  difficdl- 
ties ;  a  forcible  feparacion  of  two  loving 
hearts,  unites  them  more  finnlyw'*-^--£ftil 
the  fiQitious  account  which!  gflve yon^iof 
the  death  of  the  Countefs  was  wriutn^ 
the  defire  of  the  Unknown;  for  be  pv^ 
tended  to  try  the  ftrength  of  your-  loM^ 
by  obferving  the  cfEcGt  which  it  wori' 
produce  upon  your  heaxu  The  mttUt^ 
gence  which  J  gave  you  of  the  piieteiiM 
miraculous  r^ftoration  of.  the  4SiliviA 
was  forged,  with  the  defign  to.  oblitaitK 
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)C  of  reducing  your  fervant ;  and  yet 
flood  in  need  of  a  man  who  enjoyed 
ir  confidence,  in  order  to  be  informed 
him  of  all  your  a6iions,  wiflics,  and 
timents,  and  to  govern  you  at  his  plea- 
e,  by  his  afliftance,  without  your  pcr- 
ving  it.  The  Count  offered  to  attempt 
get  acquainted  with  you.  In  order  to 
:eivethe  keen-fightednefs  of  your  tutor, 
0  was  a  principal  obftacle  to  the  exe- 
ion  of  his  defigns,  he  pretended  to 
n  with  him  in  his  hatred  againd  the 
known^  whom  he  declared  to  be  an  im- 
lor,  and  thus  made  your  governor  be- 
rt  that  he  was  an  unprejudiced  honeft 
n.  For  that  very  reafon  he  perfiftcd 
his  declaration,  accepted  your  chal- 
ge,  and  produced  the  letter  by  which 
lelia  had  informed  him  of  the  parti- 
lars  of  her  recovery,  and  proved  7ny 
ter  to  be  a  forgery.  He  even  accufcd 
\  Unknown  of  afting  in  concert  with  me, 
h  the  view  to  remove  the  moft  diftant 
picion  of  being  connefted  with  either 
us.  The  Count  would  certainly  n6t 
^e  hazarded  to  pufli  matters  fo  far^  if 
K  6  V^ 
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he  had  not  forefecn  that  a  fccnc  like  that 
which  I  a£ted  in  the  wood  near  **'ii 
vcmld  retrieve  every  thing,  and  ckartlic 
Unknown  of  the  furpicion  of  having  aftcd 
in  concert  with  me.  The  event  h^ 
proved  that  he  had  not  been  mi(Uk£J)i 
and  now  he  thought  it  fcafiMiablc  40 
change  the  fcene-  Till  then  tb«  Count 
had  appeared  to  countcrafl  him,  tbougli 
he  had  rendered  him  the  moll  itnportaiK 
Icryice^ ;  but  now,  thinking  tu  have 
gained  a  fu  01  footing  in  your  confklcncc, 
he  began  to  declare  operily  for  t\K  (/i- 
known*     He  could  ealily  forelcc  whai  a 
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ever  the  Count  could  not  change  his  t  Jne 
before  the  Unknown  appeared  juftiBcd,  as 
well  in  his  as  in  your  opinion,  if  he  would 
not  expofe  himfelf  to  the  danger  of  ex- 
citing your  fufpicion,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  the  farce  in  the  wood  near  •***n  was 
aded." 

"  I  comprehend  you !"  faid  I,  grinding 
my  teeth  with  anger.  But  what  of  the 
farce  ?" 

**  It  was  partly  of  my,  and  partly  of 
the  Count's  invention.     I  had  keptmy- 
felf  concealed  in  the  wood  of  ♦***n, 
foine  days  previous  to  that  farce,  and  care- 
.fully  confulted  with  the  Count,  what.  I 
(hould  do  and  fay  in  your  prefcnce.     We 
.fixed  on  purpofe  on  an  evening  on  which 
we  had  juft  reafon  to  cxpe6i  a  thun.der- 
{lorm,  in  order  to  give  the  whole  fcene 
more   folemnity.     Wc    chofe    an  unfre- 
quented, folitary  fpot  of  the  wood,  for 
.the  fccne  of  adion,    where  I  difguifed 
.my felf  in  the  ruins  of  an  old  houfe,  and 
awaited  your  arrival  without  being  ob- 
ierved.     I  painted,  my  face  with  a  light 
yellow,  and  my  feet  with  a  red  colour. 
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and  rufhed  from  my  ambufh  with  ioodi 

fc reams,  as  foon  as  I  faw  you  ata'dif- 

tance." 

^^  You  dropped  fenfelefs  to  the  groundy 
and  behaved  like  a  maniac;  what  view  had 
you  by  doing  fo?"  '  •  • 

^^  I  only  wanted  to  (Irengthen  the  im- 
predion  of  my  tale.** 

"  You  pretended  to  fee  the  VkkMnmi 
was  he  really  not  far  off,  or  did  you  oidjf 
deceive  me  ?" 

<^  It  was  mere  deception,  for  he 
llien  many  miles  diftant  from  ••♦♦n. 

"  Hut  what  you  told  me  of  the  " 
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the  idea  of  treating  the  unmafked  impof- 
tor  with  that  humiliating  contempt  which 
he  fo  well  delerved;  but  fliucldcring  at 
the  thirft  for  revenge  which  I  felt  in  my 
bofom,  and  that  animated  me  to  take  a 
fatisfa£lion,  againft  which,  my  good  ge- 
nius warned  me..  However,  to  my  and 
bis  fortune,  he  was  not  at  home.  He  had, 
as  Pietro  told  me,  taken  I'ome  papers  out 
of  his  trunks  during  my  abfcnce,  and  left 
the  houfe  fuddenly.  The  evening  and 
the  night  paifed  without  his  being  return- 
ed, and  he  was  not  conie  back  in  the 
morning  when  I  went  to  the  hofpital." 

I.  entered  Palefkis  apartment,  burning 
-with  impatience  to  hear  his  farther  dif- 
cov^ries.  But,  alas !  he  was  on  the  brink 
•of  eternity,  and  died  a  few  minutes  after 
my  arrival. 

I  would  have  given  worlds  if  I  could 
Jhave  prolonged  the  life  of  this  man  only 
for  a  few  hours.  His  relation  had  thrown 
a  light  only  over  a  part  of  my  myfterious 
hiftory,  and  a  far  greater  part  was  Itill 
furrounded  with  impenetrable  darknefs. 
I  have  never  been  fo  fcnfible  how  much 
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more  painful  half  iatisfied  curioefiiijr 
than  utter  ignorance,  or  the  moft  i 
certainty.     How  much  did  I  now 
that  I  had  not  interrogated   Paleflu 
day  before^  on  the  fate  of  my  (otorv  At 
lia's   fentiments  for  mie  and  her  «boA<t 
The  Unknown  had  indeed  given  mt"  ^f^tTf 
flattering  hopes,  with  regard  to  thefe  tknr 
people ;  however,  what  reliance  could  I 
have  on  the  promifes  of  an  importor  ?  En- 
tirely left  to  myfeir,  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
it  to  fomc  fortunate  accident,  or  to  his  ge^ 
nerofity-f  whether  I  ever  (hould  have  tk 
hoppincfs  of  meeting  them  again  ?     Fimil 
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Two  days  were  now  cJapfcd,  and  the 
Count  was  not  yet  returned,  which  con- 
firmed my  apprehenfions  that  he  had  (led. 
A  look  at  his  trunk  fuggelled  a  thought 
to  me  which  I  could  not  fliake  off; 
Lhe  confequence  was,  that  I  opened  it 
ivith  a  mafter-key,  with  an  intention  to 
Tearch  whether  I  could  not  find  fome  pa- 
pers, which  would  throw  a  light  upon  feve- 
ral  dark  parts  of  my  hiflory.  I  found  in-, 
deed  a  number  of  letters,  however,  they 
were  written  in  cyphers.  Now  I  compre- 
hended why  the  Count  had  afked  repeat- 
edly whether  I  could  read  cyphers?  Hav- 
ing made  it  a  rule,  in  regard  to  this  point, 
always  to  deny  the  queflion,  he  had  pro- 
bably left  thefe  writings  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  I  fliould  not  be  able  to  read 
them,  and  favcd  only  thofc  which  were 
written  in  common  charafclcrs.  However, 
the  Count  had  deceived  himrdf  this  time, 
for  I  am  pretty  well  Ikillcd  in  the  art  of 
decyphering.  I  took  one  of  the  papers 
which  were  marked  i.  2.  3.  Sec.  Sec.  how- 
ever, I  perceived  on  the  firft  attempt, 
that  my  art  would  encounter  a  hard  trial* 
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Yet  this  did  not  deter,  but  rather  anhnated 
me  to  exert  all  my  fkill  to  find  the  key  to 
thefe  papers,  while  my  fcrvant  was  occti- 
pied  with  taking  an  exaft  copy  of  thcTrft." 

I  had  already  been  working  above  twen- 
ty-four hours  without  feeing  my  labour 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  when  my  fervantf 
whom  I  had  fent  to  the  poll,  returned 
with  a  letter.  Conceive  my  aftoniihmeDtf 
when  I  found  it  was  from  the  Count.* 

*  Whatever  Palefki  may  haVc  difco- 
^  vcrcd  to  your  Grace,  with  refpeClto  mc, 
'  )'ct  I  am  afTurcd  that  he  cannot  have 
*  fa  id  any  thing  for  which  my  confcience 
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*  which   you   have    been    imj;  )fv(l    utoiK 

*  Although   Palcfki   fhould   not  h.ivc  dii- 

*  clofcd  the  fecrct  to  you,  vet  you  would 

*  not  have   remained  in  the   flark  much 

*  longer,  bccaufe  it  was  the  plan  of  the 

*  UnknQ':vn  to   remove  the  veil  from  vour 

*  eyes,  and  to  introduce  you  into  a  new 

*  world,   for  which  you  was  to  be  prc- 

*  pared  by  the  delufions  which  you  have 
«  experienced.     Man  is  led  to  truth  by 

*  error,  according  to  an  eternal  law  of  na- 
'  ture.     It  was  neceffary  that  you  fhould 

*  be  made  acquainted  with  delufions,  that 

*  your  look  might  be  fharpened  for  future 

*  knowledge  ;  it  was  neceffary  you  fhould 

*  experience  the  higheft  degree  of  delu- 

*  fion,  that  you  might  acq 'lire  the  prero- 

*  gative  of  difcerning  fraud  from  reality, 

*  and  lof  never   fuffering  yourfclf  to  be 

*  impofed  upon    aj;ain.     Then,  and  not 

*  fooner,  the    time  would  have   arrived, 

*  when    the  Unknown  would  have  fhown 
'  himfclf  to  you  in  his  teal  Hiape,  andem- 

*  braced  you  not  only  as  a  prefervcr  of 

*  your  country,  but  alfo  as  a  member  of 
'  that  facrcd  fociety  of  wife  men,  who  are 
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*  ^chniitcd  behind  the  curtain  of  naturf* 
<  whUlicr  no  eye  uf  common  Oion-figbied 

*  mun  can  penetrate,     A  power  and  a  bap- 

*  pincfs  uf  wliich  you  can  fonn  no  adc* 

*  quatcnuiion,  would  have  been  your  re* 

*  wurd.     Your  tutor  already  enjoys  that 
'  rc:u"ard,and  if  you  had  beciikecn-fighicd 

*  enough  lo  penetrate,  without  aifUlaQC^ 
^  the  tnill  of  delufions  with  which  you  have 

*  bceu    encorapafied^    you    would    have 

*  been  admitted  fomc  time   Cncc  to  th« 
^  fiincliiary  wlif^rc  that  reward  awaits  you* 

*  More   I  daPe  not  fay  at  prcfent;  how- 
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*  rived  at  Ma***d,   the  capital  of  Sp**n. 

*  you  will  meet  the  Unknown^  Amelia  and 
«  your  tutor,  on  the  road.     At  ♦ubca  you 

*  will  ftop  at  the  inn  which  bears  the  fign 

*  of  the  golden  mirror,  where  you  are  to 

*  receive  an  important  vifit.      You  will 
«  have  the  goodnefs  to  fend  my  trunk  to 

*  the  poft-hdufe,  where  one  of  my  people 

*  will  call,  for  it.     I    remain,    with  that 

*  refpeft  and  love  with  which  I  always 

*  have  been, 

*  Your  Grace's  &c.  Sec. 

I  muft  confefs,  I  never  fhould  have 
txf^t&,cA/ucb  a  letter.  I  fancied  it  would 
be  couched  in  terras  of  repentance  and 
fubmiflion,  and  when  I  opened  it,  found 
it  to  be  a  letter  of  a  man  of  good  con- 
fcience,  who  took  it  upon  himfclf  to  ad- 
vife  and  to  warn  mc.  What  he  told  me 
of  a  hidden  fanfluary  to  which  the  Un- 
known Had  defigncd  to  introduce  mc  after 
I  Ihould  have  completed  my  time  of  pro- 
bation, was  an  utter  riddle  to  me,  but 
what  he  told  me  about  my  tutor  was  flill 
more  fo.     At  firft  I  fancied  this  to  be  no- 
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tlaf»5  but  a  vamifli^  by  wtiicfa  fcr  "^^i 
conc^  hU  dcceptioiits,  apd  an 
csilurc  mc  m  fecund  time;  howarei  i 
idc%  d^i  ihc  matter  «ii|i/  be  ai  fee  1 
ftaioi  ill  made  mc  uneafyi  aad  hisi 
aaccs  with  rcfp^d  to  the  bad  conrcqu^ 
of  my  dircontinuing  my  jounieyi 
Cfi^dme.     The  bar^  poiribility  ofthe* 
ccuiion  of  his  threats^  ivas  fufficieiii  lo' 
itrmine  me  to  continue  my  jounief^ 
Pietro,  my  fauhful  fervami  endeavoi* 
indeed  to  perfuade  me  to  drop  tny  ' 
aifatUng  me  ^ith  tears  and  prayers; 
ever  nmhing  could  change  my  rcloW^ 
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letters  which  the  Ur.k/icwn  had  wrote  on 
ray  account  to  Pinto  Ribeiro,  privy  coun- 
fellor  of  the  Duke  of  Br*»^*za.  Here 
follows  the  tranflation  : 

*  Your  Excellency  knows  how  careful- 

*  ly  we  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  place 

*  of  our  fecret  meetings  from  the  intruGon 

*  of  prying   ftrangers,  by  fp reading  the 

*  report  that  it  was  haunted.     However, 

*  this  did  not  deter  a  young  nobleman  who 

*  is  on  his  travels,  from  entering  laft  night 

*  the  caftle,  in  company  of  his  tutor,  with 

*  the  intention  of  forming  an  acquaintance 

*  with  the   ghofts.      No   fooner  had  we 

*  been  informed  of  their  being  arrived  at 
'  the  cattle,    when    Georgio   de   M**** 

*  offered  to  chaftife   them   for  their  in- 

*  quifitivenefs,   fixing   twelve   o'clock  at 

*  night  for  the  execution  of  his  dcfign, 

*  He  difguifed  himfelf  as  the  moft  dread- 
'  ful    fpeflrc    which    ever    has   appear- 

*  ed  at  midnight.     Concluding  from  the 

*  undertaking  of  the  two  ftrangers  that 

*  they  were  men  of  fpirit  and  refolution, 

*  he  put  on  a  coat  of  mail,  and  covered 
^  bis  face  with  a  malk  made  of  bull-fkins, 

*ia 
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in  order  to  be  proof  againft  fwords  aOT 
pi  (tol  s ;  a  precaution  which,  as  the  cvCl*^ 
proved,   was    not    fuperfluous«    TH^* 
accoutred,   he     approached  at  twcW^ 
o'clock  the  apartment  of  the  ftrang^^* 
with  a  tremendous  noife,     Their  d<^** 
was  bolted  from  within  as  he  had  app<^*' 
hendcd  ;    however,   all   the  locks  aT^ 
bolts  in  the  caftle  being  con(tru£led  ^*^ 
fuch  a  manner  thai  they  can  be  opeii^^ 
from  without,  Georgio  found  it  notdi^ 
ficult  to   pufh  their  door  open.     I  P^^ 
mained  at  the    threftiold  in    order  to 
await  the  event.    Georgio  no  fooner  had 
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4rho  was  on  the  point  of  firing  a  piftol  at 
his  frightful  vifitpr,  rufhed  upon  him 
wkh  a  thundering  voice,  extinguifhed 
the  eandlesy  and  beating  him  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  if  he  was  going  to  beat  him  to 
atoms.  Georgio's  drefs  being  anointed 
with  a  lalve  compofed  of  phofphorus,  he 
a{q[>eared  to  the  dark,  to  be  all  on  fire. 
The  dreadful  impreffion  which  this  fight 
produced  on  the  mind  of  the  young  man 
was  eiicreafed  by  the  howling,  groaning, 
and  the  tremendous  noife  which  fome  of 
our  company  raifed  in  the  apartment 
overhiir  head;  hefeemed  to  be  fenfe- 
lefs.  As  foon'as  Georgio  perceived  his 
helplefs  ftate,  he  lighted  the  handles  with 
phofphorus,and  left  the  apartment  which 
he  carefully  bolted  and  locked. 

*  An  hour  after  this  fccne  had  been 
aAed,  Georgio  returned  to  the  apart- 
ment, partly  with  the  intention  of  feeing 
what  effeft  the  incident  had  produced 
the  ftrangers,  and  partly  with  a  view 
to    deter   them     from     paying    a    fe- 

cond  vifit  to   the  cattle,  and  renewed 
Ae  former  fcene.    Both  of  them  were. 

Vol.  JL  L  ^  ^^ivd 


»  bended  ,  ^^eiTiS  ^°'\    o^rt, 

*  boUs  in  ihc  can  be  op-  ■ 

.  from -W^^^^'^^^^i^  door  open.  ^ 
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again  ft  retched  fenfelefs  on  their  beds. 
As  foon  as  Georgio  had  done  wiih  the 
young  nobleman,  he  left  the  room  with- 
out  kindling  the  taper,  for  fear  of  being 
watched  by  the  young  fpark,  if  he  fliould 
recover  his  recoUeftion  a  little  too  foon. 
He  ^ras  not  mitlaken.  But  who  would 
have  thought  thai  the  young  man  would 
be  to  daring  to  purfuc  the  fpeArc  on  hU 
return  through  the  dark  paflage  ?  Geor- 
gio, who  did  not  entertain  the  moft 
diftant  idea  of  fuch  an  attempt,  neither 
looked  back,  nor  Ihut  the  trap-door 
through  which  be  had  jumped  down  into 
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'^inftantly  feized  and  conduced  to  the 

^  aflembly-room,  where  the  confpirators, 

*  who  had  previoufly  mafked  their  faces^ 
^  were  fitting  around  a  long  table.    Hear- 

*  ing  that  he  was  to  pay  with  his  life  for 
^  his  rafhnefs,  he  drew  his  fword,  but  was 
^  foon  difarmed  and  confined  in  an  ad- 
^  joining  chamber. 

<  Conceive  our  aftoniibment^  when  we 

*  heard  who  the  man  was  whom  we  had 
^  handled  in  fuch  a  dreadful  manner  I  It 
^  was  Miguel)  the  fon  of  the  Duke  of 
4  C****na,  and  Count  ♦♦♦ez,  his  tm- 
^  tor.  Mod  of  the  confpirators  pro- 
^  pofed  to  difpatch  both  of  them,  left  our 
^  fecret  fliould  be  betrayed ;  I  infifted 
<  however  upon  their  being  examined 
^  before  any  thing  fhould  be  determined^ 
^  to  which  they  confented.  .  Miguel  con- 
^  fefled  that  he  had  been  fent  by  his  father 
^  to-yifit  the  principle  towns  of  Europe  in 

*  compti^  of  his  tutor,  and  that  the  ac* 
^  count  of  the  prieft  at  whofe  houfe  be  had 
.^  fupped,  had  made  him  curious  to  have  a 
«  fight  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  caftle. — 

*  Their  examination  being  finijjied,  thoy 

L  2  ^  ^«^ 
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*  were  ordered  to  retire,  and  I  harrangued 

*  the  aflembly  in  the  following  manner  : 

*  You  cxpeft  to  avoid  a  difcovery'  bf 

*  deftroying  our  prifoners  ;   however,   I 

*  believe  juft  the  contrary  will  happen, 
«  The  fervant,  the  prieft,  and  his  family, 

*  know  that  they  have  fpent  the  nighc  at 

*  the  caflle^and  if  they  do  not  return  to- 

*  day,  the  whole  village  will  be  alarmed, 

*  The  old  Duke  will  be  informed  of  the 

*  incident^  and  who  can  ferioufly  cxpeB 

*  that  he  will  be  fo  credulous  as  to 
^  attribute  the  death  of  his  fon  to  ghofti. 
■  His  life  is  too  important  to  the  father 


.^^ ^1 
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^'  from   the  execution  of  this  propofal. 

*  Miguel  and  Count  ***rez,  are  men  of 
^  honour,  and  if  they  pledge  their  word  to 

*  conceal  the  events  of  this  night  we  (hall 

*  be  fafe.     However,  this  is  not  the  fole 

*  reafon  for  which  I  would  advife  you  to 

*  fpare  their  lives ;  I  have  a  more  import- 
*aot  view  at  heart  j^  I  intend  to  gain 

*  Miguel  over  to  our  party.     He  ihall 

*  become  a  principal  ,ador  in  the  great 

*  drama  which  we  are  going  to  perform^ 
^  and  untwift   the  knot  which  we  have 

<  tied.  You  are  aftonifhed  ?  however,  I 
^  would  have. you  to  recoiled  that  I  am 

<  not  wont  to  attempt  what  I  am  not  fure 
^  to  be  able  to  perform.     I  will  tell  you 

<  my  plan  more  at  large,  at  fome  other 
^  time  ;  at  prefent  let  us  demand  an  oath 
'  of  fecrecy  from  our  prifoners  and  fet 

*  them  at  liberty. 

^  My  propofal  was  adopted,  and  I  fat 

*  infiantly  down  to  inform  your  Excel- 

*  lency  of  that  incident.' 

I  fliould  never  have  believed  the  Uk* 
^own  to  be  the  writer  of  this  VtU«^  \t 
L  3  \\CM 
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I  had  not  been  convinced  of  it  by  the 
other  papers.  I  had  always  looked  upon 
my  adventure  at  the  caftle,  as  a  fcene 
which  I  thought  to  have  been  clofed  "with 
the  recovery  of  our  liberty,  and  entirely 
unconncfted  with  the  fubfequent  events 
of  my  life,  I  had  not  entertained  the 
moft  diftant  fufpicion  that  the  reft  of  lOy 
adventures  were  any  ways  conneded  widi 
that  incident.  I  fufpeded  indeed^  from 
the  beginning,  the  maiked  perfons  at  Ac 
caftle  to  be  men  of  high  rank,  howevtrt  I 
fhould  never  have  thought  that  they 
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to    me !     however   the    fecond  was    (till 
more  fo. 


•  I  intend  to  fubmit  Miguel  to  my  will 
by  the  deluGons  of  magic.  Your  excel- 
lency perhaps  may  think,  that  this  plan 
will  be  rendered  abortive  by  a  young 
man  who  gives  fo  little  credit  to  the  re- 
ality of  apparitions,  that  he  dares  to  take 
np  his  night's  lodging  at  a  caftle  which 
is  famed  for  being  the  haunt  of  ghoils. 
However,  even  if  I  fliould  fuppofe  that 
he  had  no  other  view  in  his  vifit  to  the 
caftle,  thaA  to  encounter  an  adventure, 
yet  I  muft  conclude  from  that  ftep  that 
he  has  a  tendency  for  enthufiafm,  which, 
however,  is  very  different  from  that 
which  I  want  him  to  have  ;  yet  enthufi- 
afm, however  it  may  difplay  itfelf,  is 
always  enthufiafm ;  and  the  only  thing 
I  have  to  aim  at  is  to  give  it  a  turn 
moft  confident  with  my  plan,  which  wilx 
be  no  difficult  matter  with  a  young  man 
of  his  temper,  his  third  for  knowledge^ 
andunftable  principles. 

L4  «CcttaIul^ 
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*  Certainly  it  would  be  a  great  nsiftakCf 

*  if  one  (houlJ  conclude  from  his  vifuta 
■  the  caftle,  that  he  does  not  believe  in 
^  the  reality  of  apparitions.     On  the  can- 

*  trary,  I  think   I    have   rcafon    to  make 

*  j VI ft  the  oppofite  conclution  from  it.  If 
'  Miguel  had  been  convinced  of  the  va- 

*  nit  J-  of  apparitions  before  he  came  to  the 

*  caitle,   he   would    not  have    taken  the 

*  trouble    of    acquiring   that    convitUon 

*  by  experience  ;  a  fee  ret  voice,  which, 
'  in  fpite  of  his  philofophy,  pleaded  for 

*  the  pofTibiHty  of  apparitions,  excited  his 

*  curiofity,  and  gave  rife  to  thai   rcfolu- 
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ground  on  which  he  rifked  fo  much  in 
order  to  come  to  the  truth.  I  am  cer- 
tain Miguel's  philofophy  would  have  re-, 
ceived  a  mortal  blow,  if  Gregorio  had 
a£ied  his  part  with  more  moderation. 
^  It  will  be  my  chief,  and,  I  hope,  no 
fruitlefs  aim,  to  efFe£l  this  by  means  oC 
magical  delufions  and  art.  If  I  can  but 
gain  fo  much  advantage  over  Miguel^ 
that  he,  from  want  of  capacity  to  explaia 
my  deeds  naturally,  fhall  begin  to  think 
me  gifted  with  fupernatural  power,  then 
he  will  fuffer  himfelf  tobe  entirely  ruled 
by  me.  His  thirft  for  knowledge,  and 
his  fondtiefs  of  adventures,  will  aflift  me, 
to  gain  my  aim,  which  would  be  a  diffi- 
cult matter,  if  he  were  of  a  different 
turn  of  mind.  In  order  to  enthral  his 
head  and  heart  at  one  time,  I  intend  to 
make  him  acquainted  with  a  female  en- 
thufiaft,  who  has  been  prompted  by  the 
extraordinary  incidents  of  her  life,  to 
believe  in  wonders  and  apparitions  of 
all  kinds.  Enthufiafm  is  catching,  and 
particularly  fo,  if  the  cnthufiaft  is  fuch 
a  beautiful  and  charming  woman  as  the 
L  5  Coxxw- 
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Countefs  of  ClairvaL  In  her  company 
Miguel  will  cafily  become  ancnthufiaft, 
who  will  be  equally  capable  of  feeing 
ghofts,  and  flaking  his  life  for  his  tnif- 
trcfs  and  his  country.  If  that  point  is 
but  gained,  then  I  (hall  find  it  eafy  work 
to  lead  liim  with  rapidity  to  the  mark* 
AH  arguments  vf  fbibfophy  and  pairklifm 
never  wmld  he  able  io  gam  bimja  ^eeidedif 
and  Jo  rapidly  to  cur  party  ^  as  the  w&ri  pf 
a  man  whom  he  fancies  to  p&Jfef^  Jupematu* 
ral  pouter ^  and  to  have  heenjent  fr(m  ab^'f, 
I  ftiall  think  it  my  duty  lo  account  to 
vour   excellency   for  everv   ImDortAiit 
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^  *  yet  he  would  condemn  without  mercy  the 
^  means  by  which  I  intend  to  gain  him 
^'OTertO'Oiir^^rty/  M^own  heart  would 
**tertiuifly  rdj^wAch'  me  feverely  for  the 
^fraiid which  I  am  goingto  commit againft 

*  that  excellent  young  mith,  if  the  import- 
<  Mil  end  which  I  am  aiming  at^  did  not 
» plead  my  excufe,  and  I  was  not  firmly 
^it€cir€il  to  open  fli  eyes  of  the  deluded 

*  man,  a^  foon  as  I  (hall  have  gained  my 

*  purpofe. 

<  I  am^  3cc.  &c.  &c/ 

*  *  *"  ■       . 

The  laft  lines  confirmed  the  declaratioa 
of  the  Count,  that  the  Unknown  wduld* 
have  removed  himfelf  the  veil  from  my 
eyes.  But  this  did  not  juftify  him  in 
my  opinion.  Though  he  fhould  have 
deftroyed  the  delufioh  at  fome  future  pe- 
riod,, was  I  on  that  account  lefs  impofed 
upon  while  the  deceit  lafted,  and  can 
ever  low  and  illicit  means  be  ennobled 
by  laudable  views  ? — However,  I  cannot 
deny  that  the  fagacity  with  which  the  C7«- 
ham  had  e:i9>lored  my  weak  &dc^  the 
L  6  ^^^- 
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dextrous  ufe  he  made  of  that  difcovery, 
and  the  finefle  of  the  artifices  which  be 
employed  to  deceive  me^  excited  my  ad- 
miration to  the  higheft  degree  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time,  I  muft  confefs,  that  I  was  fe- 
vcrely  vexed  at  the  eafe  with  which  my 
philofophy  yielded  to  his  del u five  arti* 
fices.  I  was  very  agreeably  furprifcd  to 
find  that  the  Archbifhop  of  L*(bon  was 
one  of  the  confpirators,  1  knew  him  very 
veils  3tnd  it  flattered  my  pride  to  have  4. 
Jhare  in  an  undertaking  in  which  a  divine 
of  his  worth  and  uncommon  learning  was 
concerned.     His  rigid  principlcsi  which 
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made  hade  to  get  the  ftart  of  them,  ac- 
companied by  my  two  fervants,  and 
waited  for  them  at  the  (kirts  of  the  fo* 
reft  of  ♦♦♦ulano,  three  miles  diftant. 
from  the  next  town.  Wifhing  to  make^ 
a  furprifing  and  lading  impreflion  upoa 
their  mind,  I  chofe  the  moft  whimfical 
drefs.  An  old  tattered  coat,  which  was 
compofed  of  numberlefs  patches,  and  a 
new  embroidered  fatin  waiftcoat,  which 
reached  down  to  my  knees,  gave  me  a 
very  finglar  appearance;  the  reft  of  my 
body  was  naked.  I  had  faftened  to  my 
chin  a  long  artificial  white  beard,  which, 
accorded  very  little  with  my  black  hair. 
As  foon  as  Miguel's  chaife  came  to  the 
fpot  where  I  was  lying  in  ambufh,  I 
limped  forth  upon  my  crutches  and  beg- 
ged the  tutor  to  give  me  his  fhoes  and 
ftockings.  It  would  have  highly  amufcd 
your  Excellency  if  you  had  feen  the 
aftonifliment  which  my  unexpeSed  bold- 
nefs  created.  The  old  gentleman  fccmed 
at  firft  to  be  very  unwilling  to  comply 
with  my  extraordinary  requqft,  how- 
ever, when  I  perfxfted  in   my  prayer 


.330  THE   VICTIM   OF 

«  with  the  impudence  of  an  expcriettccif 

*  beggar,  vithout  minding  liis    menace* 

*  and  curfes,  and  did  not  llir  from  the 

*  window  of  the  coach  j  he  condefcendcd 

*  at  length  to  grant  my  requeft.     When 

*  he  ftoopcd  down  to  unfaftcn  his  (hoc- 

*  buckles,  I  perceived  a  letter-cafe,  lying 

*  by  his  fide  on  the  feat,  which  he  proba- 

*  bly  had  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  with  his 
'  handkerchief,  and  taking  with  one  hand 

*  his  fhocs  and  ftockings,  I  feizcd  with 

*  the  oihcr  the  tetter  cafe,  without  hisper- 
^  ceiving  it,  and  put  it  in  my  potket< 
^  Then  I  went  to  Miguel,  whom  I  bcfl 
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'cftft.    Mi^el  began  to  undrefs;  hav- 

'ing  pulled  off  his  breeches,  he  took  his 

'parfe  out  of  the  pocket  and  put  in  a  coat 

[     ^  which  the  fervant  had  taken  out  of  his 

^tmvelling  trunk;  however,   I  efpied  a 

•proper  opportunity  while  Miguel  was 

<  putting  on  a  new  pair  of  breeches,  and 

•  pilfered  his  purfe.     When  they  had  done 

•  dreffing  and  undrelling,  I  thanked  ihthi 

•  for  their  donation,  warning  tHffii  at  the 

<  lame  time  not  to  take  lodging  at  the  prin- 

•  cipal  inn  of  the  town,  and  to  repair  again 

•  after  three  days,  at  a  fixed  hour,  to  the 

•  fame  fpot  where  we  then  were.     Then  I 

•  hobbled  with  my  booty  towards  the  fo- 

•  fefl,  where  I  contemplated  piece  after 

•  piece. with  more  fatisfaflion  than  a  gene- 
^  ral  feels  after  a  gained  battle*     And  in- 

•  deed,  although  the  deed  I  had  performed 

•  was  not  of  the  heroic  kind,  yet  it  was 

•  no  trifling  a£lion  to  have  demanded  and 

•  received  of  the  fon  of  a  Duke  his  coat 

•  and  breeches,  and  of  a  Count  his  (hoes 

•  and  ftoc kings,  armed  with  no  other  wea- 

•  pon  but  my  crutches,  and  drefled  in  the 

•  garments  of  a  miferable  beggar.    Every 
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one  muft  confefs  that  this  attempt  wo^ild 
never  have  fucceedcdj  if  an  uncommon 
decree  of  refolution,  boldncfs^  firmncrs, 
and  prcfence  of  mind  had  not  been  at 
my  command,  not  to  mention  the  feifurc 
of  the  lettcrcafe  and  Miguel's  purfet 
which  every  pick-pocket  would  have  cf- 
fcflcd  with  equal  fuccefs.  However, 
this  aftion  is  for  Miguel  and  His  tutati  of 
no  lefs  importance  than  the  former,  I 
have  gained  a  great  advantage^  my  firft 
interview  with  them  having  been  attend- 
ed with  incidents  winch,  for  many  rea- 
fonsj  will  make  a  deep  impreflion  onibdr 
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foreft  of  *  ♦  *ulano  for  the  fccnc  of 
aBion,  for  in  that  fore  11  Hands  a  caf- 
tle  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Prince  of  Ge***,  and  at  prcfent  Is  in- 
habited by  the  Countefs  of  Clairval, 
that  enthufiaft  of  whom  I  have  given  a 
defcription  to  your  Excellency  in  my 
laft  letter.  I  intend  to  allure  Miguel  to 
ber  rcfidence,  when  he  (Iiall  come  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous.  And  he  cer- 
tainly will  not  mifs  the  appointment; 
for  if  he  does  not  come  out  of  curioiity, 
the  hope  of  regaining  the  purfe  and  the 
latter-cafe^  which  he  knows,  to  be  in  my 
pofleffion,  will  make  him  keep  the  afligna- 
tioq.  And  I  fhall  certainly  reftore  thefe 
things  to  him,  for  I  wi(h  to  appear  to 
him  to  be  an  extraordinary  man,  but 
not  a  pick-pocket ;  howeve/,  he  fhall  re- 
ceive them  no  where  but  at  the  caftle  of 
tlie  Countefs.  I  have  formed  a  plan  to 
that  purpofe  which  promifes  to  be  of 
important  confequences,  and  Ihall  be 
laid  before  your  Excellency  in  my  next 
letter. 

Mt 
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^  It  was  alfo  not  without  proper  reafon, 
that  I  advilcd  Miguel  not  to  lodge  at 
the  principal  inn  of  the  town,  for  1 
wanted  to  know,  by  his  regarding  or 
difregarding  this  caution,  whether  my 
words  had  made  an  iitiprcfTion  on  his 
mind,  and  found  credit  with  him  or  not. 
For  that  reafon  I  went  in  the  diifk  of 
evening  to  the  towr>,  accompamed  by 
my  Per  van  t,  and  dreffed  in  a  common 
unfufpcfted  garb,  taking  apanmcnts  at 
the  inn  againft  which  I  had  cautioned 
him,  in  order  to  know  whether  he  had 
followed  my  advice.     But  alas!   I  have 
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The  following  flieet  «chraiA|||^he  con- 
tinuation of  this  letter. 
*  Wonderful  things  have  happened 
fince  I  h^d  the  hon^br  to  write  to  yor^r 
Excellency !  My  defigns  have  a  rapid 
fuccefs,  and  fortune  herfelf  feems  to 
favour  them.  I  had  formed  a  plan  to 
chaftife  Miguel  and  his  tutor  for  their 
difobedienee ;  however,  the  execution 
of  this  defign  has  been  interrupted  by 
an  accident)  which  has  affifted  me  to 
gain  my  aim  in  a  more  glorious  manner 
than  I  ever  could  have  expefied.  I  had 
already  put  on  the  garb  of  a  monk 9 
which  I  had  brought  with  me  in  my 
portmanteau,  -  had  faftened  the  white 
beard  (which  however  had  been  almoft 
fet  on  fire  by  the  candle)  to  my  chin, 
and  was  going  to  execute  my  plan,  when 
a  fudden  alarm  of  fire  diRurbed*  the 
houf^.  The  prefling  danger  not  allow-' 
•ing  me  to  change  my  drefs,  I  efFefted 
'my  efcape  in  my  difguife,  and  concealing 
my  portmanteau  which  I  had  fortunately 
&ved  in  a  remote  corner,  I  took  with 
my  fervant  a  pofition  which  i^udtt^d. 
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jik  for  Mifvel  mmd  Mb  tutor  to 

^«-     H0«mr  ^  «aaxrr  rafe  to  tk 

^  b^g>eft  <i£KiK,  ^B  Ac  fere  iiad  ciHh 

<  bp«fe^  add  UiffMi  «as  ftfll  in  k.    % 

^appcrfcrttfrmi^  Iwl  Kaclied  tbc  UgMI 

^  fu»ot,  vim  I  foddcnlr  £aw  Ms  inl 

^  tu  luior  rail  oat  of  the  bumii^  bufld- 

■  iag*     Mf  fjtnraiEt,  wbcnn  I  iiad  ordered 

«  ID  vaich  carefully  every  word  and  mo- 

*  uc.i  ^r  ihcirs,  w^  clofc  at  ibcir  hecU, 

*  vhiic  1  folic- ved  hitn  at  a  fmaU  diQancCi 
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<  a  wet  blanket,  wrapped  himrelf  in  it,  got 

<  fafe  into  thfe  houfe,  went  to  Miguels 

*  apartment,  feized  the  pidure,  which  was 
^  lying  upon  the  table,  and  jumped  out 

*  of  the  window,  which  was  not  higher 
^  than  one  pair  of  flairs,  in  order  to  avoid 

*  the  dangerous  retreat  through  the  houfe. 

*  He  pufhed  through  the  multitude,  who 
^  were  loudly  admiring  his  boldnefs,  and 

*  gave  me  the  pifture.     I  returned  it  to 

*  Miguel,  reproaching  him   fcvcrely  for 

*  having    flighted  my  advice.      He   was 
^  aftonifhed,  and  looked  alternately  at  me 

*  and  the  pifture.     I  efpicd  a  favourable 

*  opportunity,    concealed  myfelf  behind 

*  my  fervant;  and  flooping  down,  untied 

*  my   beard,  and  pulled  off  my  monk's 

*  garb  unobfcrvedby  the  multitude,  whofe 

*  attention  was  entirely  taken  up  by  the 

*  fire.     I  could  not  help  laughing  when 

*  Miguel,  after  he  had  gazed  fome  time 
*jat  the  pifturc,  took  my  fervant  by  the 

*  arm,  miftaking  him  for  me,  and  perceiv- 

*  ing  his  error,  enquired  in  vain  all  around 
<  for  me,  though  I  was  not  fixfleps  diflant 
^  from .  him. 
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'  riicfe  events  could  not  fail  to  ftrength- 

*  en  die  fir  ft  impreflion  which  I  had  made 

*  upon  him  in  die   difguifc   of  a  beggarj 

*  and  to  make  him  believe  thai  I  could  b^ 

*  nothing  lets   dian  a   foothfayer,  and  4 

*  worker  of  miracles.     This  wasjuft  whit 

*  I  wanted,  for  it  increafed  his  defirt  to 
<  get  better  acquainted  with  me,  and  made 

*  him  impatient  to  meet  mc  the  third  day 
«  at  the  appointed  place. 

'  Your    Excellency  may  eaGiy  think 

*  that  I  was  not  idle  during  this  interval, 

*  and  did  not  omit  to  make   the  proper 

*  preparations  for  Miguel's  reception.  My 
s  principal  care  was  to  gain  the  fervanu 
'  of  the  Countefs,  to  whofe  houfe  I  m 

*  tended  to  introduce  him,  that  I  itught 
^  afl  my   part  at   the  caftle  without   the 
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f  tiites  pK^rly,  for  their  refpeSive  parts 
^  which  they  were  (to  aft.     Their  number 

*  apoiuited  to  ei^t  experienced  fellows, 

*  for  my  fervant  Manuel,  whom  I  had  dif- 
^  patched  to  the  defolated  caftle,  with  the 
f  akov^mentioned  pieces  of,  drefst  re^ 
^  tlHTfied  on  the  fecond  day  with  fix  more 
^  people,  whom  th^  ^oafpirs^tors  had  fent 
^  to  my  affiftance,  with  the  aifurance  that 

>  I  could  rely  upon  their  fidelity  and  a£ii- 
-^  vity.  And,  indeed,  thefe  fellows  ren- 
^  dered  me  the  moil  efiential  fervices,  as 

*  the  confequence  will  Ihew. 

^  I  muft  not  omit  mentioning  (en  paf- 
f  fant)  a  comical  adventure  which  happen- 

*  ed  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  three 
^  days.      Taking    a  walk    through    the 

*  fuburbs,  I  chanced  to  meet  two  vaga- 
^  bonds  who  pretended  to  be  necro- 
. '  mancers.  I  fuffered  my felf  to  be  ger- 
. '  fuaded   to  follow  them  to  their  garret, 

>  where    they    performed    a   conjuration 

>  amid  the  moft  antic  grimaces  and  cere- 
.^monies.     I  beheld  their  comedy  with  an 

f.  afiefiation .  pf   great    ferioufnefs ;    but 

*  whea  the  ghpjl  appeared,  J  could  not 
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*  diflemble  any  longer,  and  broke  out  in  I 
^  loud  laughter.  This  unexpe£ted  inanifer* 
'  tation  of  merriment,  at  a  time  when  ihcy 

*  expefted  me  to  be  feized  with  fear  and 
<  trembling,  convinced  the  necromanoeri 

*  that  I  was  not  fo  eafily  to  be  iropofed 

*  upon,  and  apprehending  to  be  fenttoth6 
'  houfe  of  correction  or  to  the  pilloryi  thfcf 
^  begged  me  with  anxious  fubmiffion  not 
'  to  deprive  them  of  their  honour,  and  the 
'  only  means  left  them  to  get  a  fufficient 

*  livelihood.  Affuring  them  that  I  not 
'  only  would  bury  in  filence  the  whole  im- 

*  polhirc,  but  alfo  might  want  their  affifc- 
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the  tutor  called  to  me  to  declare  whitbdr 
1  intended  to  cofidud  them  ?  ^Howerer 
I  jmrfued  my  way  without  returning 
aui  anfwer)  atid  continued  to  beckon  to 
(hem  to  folIo\^  me.  This  raifed  their 
anger,  as  I  had  expefted,  and  Miguel 
darted  after  me  like  lightning;  however 
I  pulled  off  my  coat,  flung  my  crutches 
upon  the  ground,  and  winged  my  fteps. 
Being  almoft  entirely  difencumbered  of 
garments,  and  well  acquainted  with  every 
inch  of  the  foreft,  I  got  not  only  the 
ftart  of  my  purfuer,  but  alfo  had  the 
advantage  to  run  with  more  eafe  than 
him,  and  could  conceal  myfelf  every 
now  and  then  in  the  buihes,  and  re-ap- 
pear  in  an  oppofite  dire£Uon.  I  conti- 
nued to  look  frequently  back  after  Mu 
guel,  and  as  often  as  I  perceived  his 
ardor  of  purfuing  me  began  to  cool,  'I 
fuffered  him  to  gain  ground,  which  re- 
kindled his  hope  of  catching  me  at  laft^ 
and  thus  kept  him  in  conftant  motion, 
I  prolonged  my  way,  taking  great  rounds^ 
and  running  conftanily  in  a  ferpendne 
line,  in  order  to  tire  the  tutor^  and  to 
Vol.  IL  M  ^loaJiJt 
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^  make  the  fervants  lofe   our  traces^  b 
^  which  I  fucceeded  with  the  fetting  in 

<  of  night.  However,  Miguel  {eemednow 
^  ferioufly  inclined  to  return.     As  foon 

<  as  I  perceived  his '  intention,  I  took  t 
^  fhort  cloak,  which  was  anointed  with  a 
«  falvc  of  phofphorus  out  of  my 'pocket, 
«  threw  it  over  my  fliouldert,  and  got 
*  upon  one  of  the  lower  branches  of  a 
^  tree,  ftruggling  as  if  I  had  entangled 
^  myfelf  accidentally  in  the  twigs,  and 
«  could  not  extricate  myfelf.  My  lucid 
^  cloak  made  Miguel  take  notice  of  that 

<  fpcdacle,  and  he   darted    towards  the 
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^  Now  I  had  gained  my  aim)  having 
♦  reached  the  fpot  where  my  eight  myrmi- 
^dons  expefted  us.  They  furrounded 
^  him  entirely,  leaving  only  the  front 
^  open.  He  called  in  vain  to  his  tutor 
^  and  (ervant ;  in  vain  did  he.accufe  him- 
'^  felf  of  having  committed  a  foolifli  ac- 
^  tion;  it  was  too  late  !  he  flung. hiinfelf 
^  upon  the  ground  in  a  kind  of  defpair*. 

<  One  of  my  people  who  was  near  him 
^  began  to  ftir;    Miguel  ftarted  up,  but 

<  obferving  no  body,  he  again  fat  down. 

<  However  his  inviiible  guard  began  again 
^  to  ftir  a  little  time  after ;  Miguel   rofe 

<  and  purfued  his  way,  after  he  had  drawn 

*  his  fword. 

*  It  was  now  entirely  dark,  anc^  a  vio- 

*  lent  tempeft  arofe,  which  gave  my  peo- 

*  pie  an  opportunity  to  follow  him  within 
^  a  fmall  diftance,  without  being  either 
^  heard  or  feen.     They,  at  the  fame  time* 

*  imiutedthe  roaring  of  wild  beafts  in  fuch 

*  a  natural  manner,  that  Miguel  began  to 

*  run  with  all  his  might,  hurried  onward 

*  bv  dreadful  terror.  The  roaiing  re- 
^  founded  behind  him,  at  his  left  and  his 
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*  right,  and  confequently  he  had  no  other 

*  way  left  open  for  flight  than  in  firont, 
^  and  this  was  what  I  wanted,  becaufe  this 

*  was  the  way  which  led  to  the  caftle  of 

*  the  Countefs.     As  foon  as  he  came  in 

*  the  open  field  and  faw  the  caftle,  whtcb 

*  was  illuminated  from  that  fide,  he  fled 
«  towards  it,  in  order  to  get  out  of  the 
«  reach  of  the  wild  beafts,  which,  at  he 

*  imagined,  were  in  purfuit  of  him.  Hii 
«  ringing  the  bell  repeatedly,  and  his  loud 
«  exclamations,  bcfpoke  plainly  the  great- 

*  ncfs  of  his  anxiety.    The  porter,  who  was 

*  prcvioudy  informed  of  his  arrival,opcncd 
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rendezvous^  we  went  to  the  fpot  where 
he  was  flcepuig.  There  I  ordered  thcr 
fix  .fellows  whom  the  confpirators  had 
fent  me,  to  difperfe  themfelvcs  among, 
the  bufties,  and  to  attack  the  tutor  and 
hfs  fervant  with  their  poniards  as  foon 
as  they  fliould  rife,  yet  without  endan- 
gering their  life,  enjoining  them  parti- 
cularly to  fparc  the  tutor,  and  to  run 
away  with  figns  of  terror  as  foon  as  I 
fiiould  appear.  However  the  mock  attack 
would  have  had  ferious  confequcnces  in 
fpite  of  my  precaution,  if  I  had  not 
come  in  time;  for  the  tutor  and  the  fer- 
vant, who  were  armed  with  cutlafies^ 
defended  themfelves  in  fuch  a  furious 
manner,  that  the  fight  very  foon  grew 
hotter  than  I  intended  it  (hould.  I 
rufhed  therefore  forth  from  my  lurking 
place,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the 
combat.  The  countenance  of  the  tutor 
befpoke  gratitude  rnd  aftonifhment  when 
he  faw  the  fix  fellows  run  howling  away 
as  foon  as  I  appeared.  "  Return  to  town 
(faid  I)  for  now  you  are  fafel"  Having 
prpQOUDced  thefe  words,  I  left  bim  fud- 
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*  denly,  bccaufc  I  did  not  chufc  to  con» 

^  verfe  itfith  him.  f 

<  '  I  advifed  him  not  without  reafun  to 

*  return  to  town,  for  if  he  had  continued 

*  his   ^vande rings   through  the   forefl,  he 

*  might  have  difcovercd  the  caflle  of  Ac 

*  Countefs,    and    inquired    for    Migudi 

*  which  I  thought  very  fupcrfluous.   Your 

*  Excellency  will,  perhaps^   be   dcGixius 

*  to  know  how  Miguel  fared  at  the  cattle? 
^  I  fhallj  therefore,  not  omit-to  give  you 
«a  Hitiijaftory  account  of  it  in  my  next 

*  lettetj  Sec.  &Q.  Sec, 
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<  Countefs.  I  confefs  that  I  anxiouflf 
^  wifb  he  may,  and  that  I  have  made 
^  that  promife  to  Amelia  principally  on 
^  his  account.  In  order  to  prepare  him 
^  for  the  apparition,  I  have  fent  Manuel 

*  to  the  two  necromancers  whom  I  have 
^  mentioned  in  my  lad  letter,  to  defire' 
^  them  to  wait  for  Miguel  not  far  from  the 
^  flurts  of  the  foreft,  and  to  perfuade  him 
^  to  fee  one  of  their  juggling  fafces.     t 

*  have  ordered  my  fcrvant  to  -give  them 

<  an  accurate  defcription  of  his  perfon 
^  and  drefs,  that  they  may  not  mifs  him« 

*  I  reafoned  thus  :•   If  thefe  fellows  fuc- 

*  ceed  in  deceiving  him, -he  will  not  only 
^  be  prepared  for  the  fcene  which  I  am 

/  going  to  ad  at  the  caftle,  bat  at  the 
^  fame  time  he  will  be  more  impatient  to 
^  witnefs  it ;  if  they  do  not  fucceed,  and 
^  Miguel  difcovers  the  cheat,  he  will  be 
^  fo  much  the  more  inclined  to  take  thd 
'  deception  which  liam  preparing  for  him, 
^for  fterling  truth,  becaufe  he  will  not 
^  be  able  to  penetrate  (he  fine-fpun  web 

<  of  it ;  and  believe  it  to  be  {upematural, 
becaufe  his  philofophy  and 'expedience 

Ma  ^«^ 
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are  not  fufficient  to  explain  it  in  a  na- 
tural manner. — But  if  Miguel  fliould 
decline  being  prefent  on  that  occalioiir 
contrary  to  my  expe^ation,  even  then 
my  labour  would  not  be  entirely  loSf 
for  he  will  certainly  hear  an  account  of 
it  from  the  lips  of  the  Countefs,  who 
will  rather  exaggerate  than  leflen  the 
miraculous  incidents  which  flie  is  going 
to  witnefs,  and  how  readily  will  Miguel 
believe  the  unfufpicious  words  of  that 
beautiful  enthufiaft.—— Triumph! 
Miguel  and  his  tutor  have  witncflcd 
tlie*apparition  fcene  at  the  caftle.    Tbtf* 
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gkd  was  I  on  the  receipt  of  that  intelli- 
gence,  that  I  had  omitted  nothing  in  the 
preparation  for  that  fcene,  that  can  con* 
found  even  the  moft  acute  genius,  ^nd 
give  to  delufionsthe  greateft  appearance 
of  truth !  Count  Ciairval  a£ted  the  p^rt 
of  his  deceafed  brother. — Your  Excel- 
lency  knows  that  fine  acute  genius^  who 
by  the  intricate  incidents  of  his  life,  and 
a  long  feries  of  experience  of  all  kinds^ 
and  his  own  re(le6tions,  has  acquired  the 
capacity  of  undertaking  any  thing  with 

fuccefs who  eMI  dfahrlqlqms  hmrt 

cgtTml.  mgsrlm.  FschypSr.  hlnyhs : 
rpqvbs.  grbn.  ftbC  -  -  BvnniD  Igftsimm. 
nflm.  Fortunately  he  was  not  above 
thirty  miles  diftance  from  the  caftle ;  I 
fent  a  fervant  on  horfeback  for  him.  He 
could  not  refufe  my  requeft,  becaufe 
nnn..Bvndrgn  hglgs  :  tbt :  ggrmm..hk. 
tseTs....Crsth :     pssrs :    tfgn.     InsnM^ 

bttr. /' 

*  I  have  tranfcribed  thefe  words  which 

I  could^  not  decypher,  only   becaufe  a 

a  more    fkilful  genius   than  myfelf  may 

find  the  key  to  them.    The  feme  cyphers 

M  5  occ^axt^^ 
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occurred  fcvcral  times  in  the  remaining 
Dicets,  and  my  incapacity  to  decypfacr 
them  was  the  more  painful  to  me,  be- 
caufe  I  had  reafon  to  think  that  they  con- 
tain fccrcts  of  great  importance. 

Of  the  following  letter  only  the  con- 
cluOon  deferves  to  be  tranfcribcd. 

'  I  am  firmly  convinced,  that  in  Mi- 
*.guers  and  Amelias  heart  a  pa  (Con  hu 

*  taken  rife,  which  foon  will  burit  out  in 

*  blazing  flames;  the  prefent  whichhebas 

<  made  her  of  a  ring  of  great  valuci  which 

<  (he  has   accepted,  his  looks   at   table, 

*  Amelia's  f^xtraordinarv^kinHnpfii  fnr  Kinn- 


[ 
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|that  reafon  I  have  inftrufted  the* 
lion  to  utter  a  few  words,  which  I 
forefec  would  caufe  a  fmall  breach 
en  the  two  lovers.     Your  Excel- 

will  recoUeft  that  the  ghoft  ac- 
Miguel's  father  of  being  his  mur- 
By  thefe  means,  I  hope  to  put 
(I  a  temporary  ftop  to  Miguers 
imelia's  growing  intimacy;  for  it 
t  be  expefled  that  the  fon  of  the 
fed  murderer  of  the  Count  will 
o  pay  his  addreflcs  to  his  widow; 
he  fhould,  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
U  decline  admitting  his  viGts,  or  at 

treat  him  with  coolnefs  and  re- 
Howcver  this  mifunderftanding 

not  be  of  long  duration,  for  on 

examination,  both  would  find 
tWcs  deceived  by  the  appari- 
and  their  love  would    gain  addi- 

force.     For  that  reafon   I  have 

a  preffing  letter  to  Miguel's  father. 
It  fubfcribing  my  name,  and  ad- 
himtoorder  his  fon  tocontinue  his 
s  without  delay,  that  he  mij 

of  a  fooUIh  paflion  whicll 
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t  for  the  Countefs  of  Bajbis.  I  hope  this 
« letter  will  have  the  defircd  efFeft ;  and  I 
<  will  keep  myfelf  in  readinefs  to  follov 

*  Miguel  every  where  with  ray  mynni- 
«  dons ;  for  my  plan  requires  that  I  never 

•  fhould  lofe  fight  of  him/ 

The  following  letter  is   fo  importaot 
that  I  muil  infcrt  it  at  full  length  : 

*  My  Lord, 

•  You  have  accufed  me  in  yonrlettei 
^  from  the  twelfth  of  this  month,  of  lav* 
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is  no  untruth,  but  only  an  oracle,  the 
duplicity  to  which  beings  of  that  kind 
ar«  much  addided.  Amelia's  bufband 
has  really  been  aflaffinated  by  order  of 
the  man  whom  Miguel  calls  father ; 
however,  that  perfon  is  not  his  parent^ 
but  only  the  prcferver  of  his  life  ;  in 
fhort,  it  is  Vafconcellos'  Secretary  of  State 
at  L**b*n,  who  has  faved  Miguel's  life 
when  a  boy,  and  for  that  reafon  is  called 
by  him  his  fecond  father.  This  man  th« 
ghoft  had  in  view,  and  of  courfe  has 
fpoken  the  truth,  but  only  has  been  mif- 
underftood.  This  mifunderftanding pro- 
duced the  accidental,  and  if  your  Excel- 
lency will  give  me  leave  to' add — the  fa- 
lutary  confequence  of  feparating  Miguel 
and  the  Countefs.  Fearing,  however, 
the  accufation  of  the  ghofl  might  pro- 
duce fatal  confequences  for  the  Mar- 
quis of  Villa  R*al,  and  Amelia  be 
tempted  to  revenge  the  death  of  her 
Lord,  the  ghoil  took  the  precaution  to 
add,  *'  be  generous  and  forgive  my  mur- 
derer."— The  honour  of  the  Marquis, 
which  properly  has  received  no  injury 
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t  for  the  Countefs  of  Bajbis.     I  hope  Uris 

<  letter  will  have  the  defired  effcft ;  and  I 

<  will  keep  myfelf  in  readinefs  to  follow 

*  Miguel   every  where  with  ray  mynni- 
«  dons ;  for  my  plan  requires  that  I  never 

•  fhould  lofc  fight  of  him/ 

The  following  letter  is   fo  important 
that  I  muil  infcrt  it  at  full  length  : 

*  My  Lord, 

•  You  have  accufed  me  in  yourlettei 
^  from  the  twelfth  of  this  month,  of  lav- 
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is  no  untruth,  but  only  an  oracle,  the 
duplicity  to  which  beings  of  that  kind 
are  much  addided.  Amelia's  bufband 
h2is  really  been  aflaffinated  by  order  of 
the  man  whom  Miguel  calls  father ; 
however,  that  perfon  is  not  his  parent^ 
but  only  the  preferver  of  his  life  ;  in 
fhort,  it  is  Vafconcellos'  Secretary  of  State 
at  L**b*n,  who  has  faved  Miguel's  life 
when  a  boy,  and  for  that  reafon  is  called 
by  him  his  fecond  father.  This  man  tht 
ghoft  had  in  view,  and  of  courfe  has 
fpoken  the  truth,  but  only  has  been  mif- 
underftood.  This  mifunderftanding pro- 
duced the  accidental,  and  if  your  Excel- 
lency will  give  me  leave  to'  add — the  fa- 
lutary  confequence  of  feparating  Miguel 
and  the  Countefs.  Fearing,  however, 
the  accufation  of  the  ghofl  might  pro- 
duce fatal  confequences  for  the  Mar- 
quis of  Villa  R^al,  and  Amelia  be 
tempted  to  revenge  the  death  of  her 
Lord^  the  ghoil  took  the  precaution  to 
add,  ''  be  generous  and  forgive  my  mur- 
derer.**— The  honour  of  the  Marquis, 
'Which  properly  has  received  no  injury 
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<  for  the  Countefs  of  Bajbis.     I  hope  thii 

<  letter  will  have  the  defired  effed;  and  I 

<  will  keep  myfelf  in  readinefs  to  follow 

*  Miguel   every  where  with  my  mymri- 

*  dons ;  for  my  plan  requires  that  I  never 

*  fhould  lofe  fight  of  him.' 

The  following  letter  is   fo  important 
that  I  mull  infcrt  it  at  full  length  : 

<  My  Lord, 

^  You  have  accufed  me  in  your  letter 
^  from  the  twelfth  of  this  month,  of  lar- 
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IS  no  untruth,  but  only  an  oracle,  the 
duplicity  to  which  beings  of  that  kind 
are  much  addifled.     Amelia *s  bufband 
has  really  been  aflaflinated  by  order  of 
the    man   whom   Miguel   calls   father ; 
however,  that  perfon  is  not  his  parent^ 
but  only  the  preferver  of  his  life  ;  in 
fhort,  it  is  Vafconcellos'  Secretary  of  State 
at  L**b*n,  who  has  faved  Miguel's  life 
when  a  boy,  and  for  that  reafon  is  called 
by  him  his  fecond  father.     This  man  th« 
ghoft  had  in  view,  and  of  courfe  has 
fpoken  the  truth,  but  only  has  been  mif- 
underftood.  This  mifunderftanding  pro- 
duced the  accidental,  and  if  your  Excel- 
lency will  give  me  leave  to*  add — the  fa- 
lutary  confequence  of  feparating  Miguel 
and  the   Countefs.     Fearing,  however, 
the  accufation  of  the  ghofl  might  pro- 
duce fatal  confequences  for  the   Mar- 
quis  of   Villa    R^al,  and    Amelia   be 
tempted  to  revenge  the   death  of  her 
Lord^  the  ghoil  took  the  precaution  to 
add,  ^^  be  generous  and  forgive  my  mur* 
derer." — The  honour  of  the   Marquis, 
f  which  properly  has  received  no  injury 
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• .  Now  I  had  recovered  the  power  of 
utterance..  "  Then  you  have  informed 
her/'  I  exclaimed,  "  that  her  Lord  has 
not  been  affaffinated  by  my  real  father?'*' 

The  Irifhman  feemed  to  be  ttruck  with 
furprifc,  examining  inquifitivelymy  looks, 
and  after  a  fhort  paufc,  continued  in  a 
firmer  accent :  ''  It  was  my  duty  to  make 
this  difcovery  to  Amelia;  however,  it 
would  never  have  been  fufficient  to  pro- 
cure you  her  reciprocal  love,  if  I  had 
not  done  fomething  which  was  not  my 
duty/' 

"  IV/jaf  have   you  done  ?  My  notions 
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is  no  untruth,  but  only  an  oracle,  the 
duplicity  to  which  beings  of  that  kind 
are  much  addided.  Amelia's  bufband 
has  really  been  aflaffinated  by  order  of 
the  man  whom  Miguel  calls  father ; 
however,  that  perfon  is  not  his  parent^ 
but  only  the  preferver  of  his  life  ;  in 
fhort,  it  is  Vafconcellos'  Secretary  of  State 
at  L**b*n,  who  has  faved  Miguel's  life 
when  a  boy,  and  for  that  reafon  is  called 
by  him  his  fecond  father.  This  man  th« 
ghoft  had  in  view,  and  of  courfe  has 
fpoken  the  truth,  but  only  has  been  mif- 
underftood.  This  mifunderftanding pro- 
duced the  accidental,  and  if  your  Excel- 
lency will  give  me  leave  to' add — the  fa- 
lutary  confequence  of  feparating  Miguel 
and  the  Countefs.  Fearing,  however, 
the  accufation  of  the  ghofl  might  pro- 
duce fatal  confequences  for  the  Mar- 
quis of  Villa  R*al,  and  Amelia  be 
tempted  to  revenge  the  death  of  her 
Lord^  the  ghoil  took  the  precaution  to 
add,  ''  be  generous  and  forgive  my  mur* 
derer.** — The  honour  of  the  Marquis, 
which  properly  has  received  no  injury 
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<^  This  conclufion  is  at  lead  premature* 
Every  plan  ought  to  be  adapted  to  the 
exjliing  circumftances,  and  every  aBion 
fitted  to  the  plan  5  therefore,  as  Ibon  sis 
the  circunillances  and  the  plan  are  changdi 
one  ought  not  to  judge  of  the  prcfcnt  ac- 
tions from  the  preceding  ones-" 

**  I   do    not    comprehend   you    com 
pletcly." 

"  You  Iiave  beeo  tried  by  ddufions; 
iiowcvcr  the  time  of  probation  is  pafij 
the  del u Rons  have  made  room  for  ihe 
dawn  of  truth,  which  is  rifing  in  your 


i 


mind," 


1 
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"   If  dclufions   arc  leading   to  truths 
then  they  are  undoubtedly  means  of  pro- 
mocing  happinefs/' 

^  Indeed !  According  to  my  notions, 
real  happinefs  never  can  be  founded  upon 
delufion,  as  truth  never  can  originate 
from  error.  Delufions  and  errors  arc  ob- 
ftacles  on  the  road  to  happinefs  and 
truth,  but  never  will  be  the  means  of  pro- 
moting them. 

^  Then  you  muft  blame  nature  for  ad- 
ing  after  a  plan  entirely  appofite  to  your 
notions.  Has  (he  not  made  imagination, 
that  mother  of  illufion,  the  fourceofun- 
fpeakable  pleafures.  It  is  imagination 
alone  that  can  afford  what  reality  never 
can  give— never  fatiated  enjoyment.  Ima- 
gination preferves,  renews  and  improves 
every  pleafure  of  the  fenfes — What  clfe 
but  imagination  is  the  fource  of  the 
pureft  and  mod  fublime  raptures  of  love? 
Or  do  you  perhaps  think  that  the  percep- 
tions which  we  receive  through  our  fenfes 
are  free  of  illufion,  that  we  are  never  de- 
ceived by  the  organs  which  nature  has 
given  us?  Your  ideas  would  bcjuft  if 
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we  could  know  by  means  of  our  fcnfcs, 
the  objefts  thcmfelves,  and  not  merely 
their  appearances  i  the  elTential  fubllajicei 
and  not  merely  the  fuperficies  of  thingii 
however,  as  our  lenfes  never  ihew  us  the 
thing  itfclf,  but  only  its  exterior  appear- 
ance, the  reality  of  fenfible  percepiious 
is  always  very  fufpicious.  And  fincc^ 
from  our  fenQble  perceptions^  even  our 
plaincfl  notions  are  ab  lira  fled,  one  mufl 
cither  doubt  the  certainty  of  logical  argu* 
ments,  or  allow  that  illufions  are  the 
path  leading  to  truth.  Common  expe- 
rience teaches   us,  that  one  improves  i» 
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*^  You  are  miftaken,  my  Lord,  they 
really  exift ;  however  they  differ  widely 
from  what  men  generally  believe  to  be 
tnidi  and  happinefs." 

**  Then  you  are  going  to  make  me  ac- 
quainted with  a  new  kind  of  happinefs 
and  truth)  and  to  lead  me  to  uncom- 
mon light  by  the  common  road  of  illu- 
fion  ?" 

^^  Man  mud   be  treated  in   a  human 
manner^  and  improve  by  degrees.      A 
fudden  tranfition  from  twilight  to  the  ra- 
diant glare   of  the  noon-tide   fun,  from 
the  land  of  fweet  fancies  to  pure  paradi- 
fiacal  blifs,  would  tranfport  the  fon  of 
duft  beyond  himfelf/    For  that  reafon,  it 
was  requifite  you  (hould  experience  all 
the  intermediate  degrees  of  illufion,  but 
nqt  of  an  ordinary  one,  in  order   to  ob- 
tain pofleflion  of  an  extraordinary  trea- 
fure.     That  fpot,  where  you  will  find  the 
talifman  which  breaks  the  .magic  charm 
whereby  thetreafure  is  withheld  from  you 
as  yet,  is  the  highell  pinnacle  of  illufion, 
and  for  that  very  reafon  the  laft  degree 
of  it«    He  who  has  happily  arrived  at  it. 
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emerges  from  the  mazy  labyrinth  of . 
chamments,  beholds  a  new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth,  and,  as  if  new  created,  flridcs 
over  into  the  kingdom  of  unaduhcratcd 
truth  and^blifs;  where  he  enters  the  fa- 
crcd  porch  of  that  eternal  temple  from 
which  only  the  grave  feparates  him-" 

**  I  do  not  entirely  comprehend  your 
emblematical  language;  will  you  explain 
yourfelf  ifiorc  at  large?"  So  faying,  I 
offered  him  a  chair  ^  we  fat  down,  and  be 
began :  ^ 

"  The  hiftory  of  all  ages  and  nationt 
convinces  us  that  all  men   ftrivc  to  be_ 
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5KAdk»  and  inrhen  they  fancy  they  have 
difcovered  it,  are  enraptured  at  an  ignis 
fafUm.  Some  of  them  perceive  at  laft 
thai  they  are  deceived  by  iilufions,  and 
others  do  not.  The  former  continue  their 
'purfuit  by  the  road  which  they  have  once 
£idlen  in  with,  and  finding  nothing  but 
new  phantoms  and.  new  illufions,  fpread 
at  length  the  rumour,  that  no  real  happi* 
itefs  and  truth  could  be  met  with  here 
t>elow.  But  fuppofe  a  man.  of  an  extra* 
ordinary  genius,  who  had  been  firmly 
convinced  that  this  treafure  can  be  found 
here  below,  fhould  have  attempted  to  go 
in  fearch  of  it  through  uncommon  and 
never  trodden  paths,  and  at  length,  after 
enormous  deviations,  which  on  the  un- 
beaten paths  he  purfued  could  not  be 
avoided,  fliould  have  found  truth  and 
happinefs  in  their  natural  purity^  and  fit 
terly  anion,  and  entrufted  the  fecret  to 
.his  friends  under  the  condition  to  com- 
municate it  only  to  a  few,  and  not  even 
to  them  till  they  fhould  have  been  tried 
by  uncommon  delufions  of  different  kinds, 
iikcihimfelf  J  would  you  then  forgive  me. 
Vox..  II,  N  \sx^ 
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-my  Lord,  if  I  had  deceived  you  with  ihait 

view  ?" 

*'  Then  I  fliould  not  owe  you  forgive* 
nefs,  but  gratitude.  But  as  the  time  of 
probation  (according  to  your  own  decla- 
ration) is  part,  will  you  not  be  fo  goo4 
as  to  let  me  fee  only  a  few  rays  of  thai 
light,  the  full  fplendor  of  which  I  am 
going  to  behold/' 

**  I  have  orders  not  to  difclofc  the  fe- 
cret  to  you  before  the  liberation  of  your 
country  {hall  be  accompli fhed/* 

"  Then  my  probationary  time  Is  nut 
yet  fim  filed  ?" 
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*«  At  ♦♦♦♦,  twelve  miles  from  hence» 
you  may  ftop  for  a  fhort  time — but  mark 
welt,  only  for  a  fhort  time%  You  will 
^ipcet  Amelia  there— » 

^  Amelia?" 
r  *«  And  will  find  her  differently  dif- 
pofed  from  what  flie  would  have  been 
tirithout  my  interference.** 

**  What  do  you  mean  by  that?" 

**  The  Countefs  has  vowed  to  be  faith- 
ful unto  death  to  the  man  of  her  heart. 
She  has  frequently  renewed  this  rigorous 
vow  at  the  tomb  which  fhe  has  devoted  to 
his  memory,  and  thus  promifed  to  the 
^ear  departed  obje6l  of  her  love  a  facri- 
^ce,  which  has  driven  to  (kfpair  all  thofe 
Ifhom  her  uncommon  charms  have  en*, 
-chanted.  You  would  have  fliared  the 
fame  fate,  my  Lord,  if  my  power  had  not 
tiiffolved  the  dreadful  covenant  which 
Amelia  has  made  with  the  departed  fpiric 
of  her  Lord." 

I  ftarted  up  like  a  maniac — ^^  That  you 
have  done  ?     Tou  have  done  that  ?" 

The  Irifhman  rofe  coolly  from  his  feati 
**  Moderate  your  joy,"  faid  he,  «  for  you 
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don't  know  whether  I  have  not  deceived 
the  Countefs!" 

**  O  forget  what  I  have  faid  in  the  heat 
or  paflion.  Beings  like  you  are  above 
ilander.     Forgive  what  I  have  faid  V* 

"  When  you  come  to  ****  ftop  at  the 
inn  of  St,  James,  and  then  you  fhall  be 
convinced  by  my  aftions  that  I  have  for- 
given you,"  So  faying^  he  (hook  hands 
with  nic  and  left  my  apartment, 

**  Who  is  that  incomprehcnfible  man?** 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  "  Have  I  not  been  his 
mortLil  enemy  half  an  hour  ago,  and  now 
am  again  become  his  friend  and  admirer^ 
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he  fpoke.  The  magic  power  which  his 
looks,  his  mien,  his  accent,  and  every 
^cfiuTt  gave  to  his  words,  rendered  cre- 
^hle  even  what  was  improbable,  and 
^raifed  the  latter  to  certainty.  While  he 
was  fpeaking  I  little-  thought  to  interrupi 
jiim,  dwelling  with  fecret  pleafure  uponr 
^be  contemplation  of  the  feducing  pic-^ 
.cures  which  he  placed  before  me,  and 
only  when  in  cooler  blood,  I  began  to 
anatomize  and  to  fcan  the  train  of  his 
Arguments,  I  difcovered  defe6ls,  gaps^ 
land  improbabilities  which  Ihook  the  very 
bafe  of  my  belief,  and  overclouded  the 
.channing  profpeQs  which  he  difplayed 
Jiiefore  my  enraptured  eyes.  However:, 
-there  was  one  idea  on  which  I  dwelled 
'.with  joyful  confidence.  "  It  will  be  aQ* 
compliflied  (I  exclaimed)  although  every 
iDther  promife  of  the  Irifhman  fhould 
ipYove  airy  phantoms.  I  Iball  fee  Amelia^ 
and  be  happy  1" 

t  But  this  hope  too  began  to  dwindle 
^away,  after  I  had  waited  the  next  day  at 
jthe  inn  to  which  I  had  been  directed  by 
Jtjhie  Irifhman, :  from  eight,  o'clock  in  the 
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jnorning  till  feven  o'clock  at  night  wilhout 
having  received  tidings  from  Amelia,  1 
was  juft  going  to  take  up  my  guitar  in 
order  to  give  vent  to  my  melancholy  fen- 
faiions,  when  my  fervant  came  to  tell  mc 
that  a  girl  wanted  to  fpcak  to  me.  1  or* 
dered  him  to  fhew  her  to  my  apartment. 
After  many  curt  Ties  and  circumlocutions, 
the  unknown  fair  one  begged  me  at  Icfigfh 
to  have  the  kindnefs  to  hooor  her  bdy 
with  a  vifit.  Afking  her  who  her  tady 
ivas,  fhe  replied  that  fhe  durfl  not  Icll  me 
her  name,  but  would  fliew  me  the  way  to 
the  caftle,    '-  Then  jour  lady  has  fcnt  yatL^ 
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ftance  from  her !"  Now  I  knew  what  to* 
think  of  the  matter.  I  could  hav^  kifled 
the  little  garrulous  mcflenger.  "  There, 
cake  this  (faid  I,  emptying  my  purfe  irt 
her  apron)  (hew  me  inftantly  to  the  houfe 
of  your  lady  V*  The  girl  was  enraptured 
with  joy,  hurried  down  ftairs,  and  I  fol- 
lowed her  with  impatient  ileps.  She 
ftopped  in  the  fecond  ftreet  at  a  large  pa- 
kace,  telling  me  that  we  were  on  the  fpot. 
I  ordered  the  fervant  to  tell  his  lady,  the 
Marchefe  Albertini  would  be  glad  to  wait 
on  her  Ladyihip,  and  was  admitted.  I 
kaftened  through  the  firft  apartment  with 
a  panting  heart,  and  the  fecond  door  being 
opened,  was  very  kindly  received  by  an 
old  lady.  I  was  almoft  petrified  by  that 
unexpe6ied  fight,  like  a  poor  difappointed' 
wretch  who,  deceived  by  magic  art,  ex- 
peQs  to  rufh  into  the  arms  of  an  immortal 
beauty,  fuddenly  embraces  an  old  tooth- 
Icfs  beldam.  The  lady  feemed  to  be 
equally  furprifed.  I  did  not  know  whc* 
ther  it  was  on  account  of  my  perfon  or  of 
xny  aftonifliment — and  I  begged  her  par- 
don,  in  a  faltering  accent,  for  having 
N  4^  commxxs.^. 
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committed  that  inidBke^  ttlling  her  tfc 
I  had  taken  the  libert)'  to  intrude  upon 
her,  in  hopes  of  feeing  the  Couriiefs  de 

Clairval,  vhcn the  door  of  a  third 

apartment  was  opened,  and  a  lady  beauti- 
ful as  an  angel,  dretfed  in  white  fttinj 
and  of  a  oiajeftic  fonn»  made  her  appear- 
ance. I  flew  to  meet  her — and  preflcd 
ylme/ia^  hand  to  my  glowing  lips, 

**  Her  lovely  cheeks  were  covered 
with  a  crimfon  hue,  and  after  a  flioil  in- 
terval of  filent  a(toni(hment,  flic  ex* 
claimed  i  "  Is  itpofiiblcj  my  Lord!  How 
does  it  happen  that  we  have  the  honour 
of  fecinfl  vou  here  ?*'  m 


tioft  .^fonimaie  of-  my  life.  You  y ill  re- 
^left  thiu:  when  I  related  to  you  thei 
IttfliMy  of  my  youth,  I  mentioned  a  white 
bdy  who  appeased  to  me  in  the  duflc  ot 
Qvehing,  in  a  grotto  in  my  father's  gar- 
den, and  who  had  direfled  and  cheered^ 
mc  m  my  juvenile  years  like  a  heavenly 
beiBg— - 
•  ^  And  that  white  lady — "^ 

^^  Is  the  Baronefs  de  Delier^  wha  is  nofr 
ftanding  before  you." 

**  Is  it  poflible  ?"  I  exclaimed. 

"  Yes,  it  is  really  fo  I'*  replied  the  lady 
archly  fatiting. 

I  now  began  ta  examine  her  face  more 
attentively.  Her  phyfiognomy  was  ex-- 
ceeding  interefting,  bearing  fttong  mark» 
of  fepfibility,  and  of  former  beauty,  the 
lrace»  of  which  the  voracious  tooth  of  time 
bad  not  been  abl,e  to  deftcoy^. 

^  My  Lady,"  faidi,. « the  Countefs  ha* 
related  ta  me  fo  much  that'  is  noble  and 
wonderfuFof  you,  that  my  aftoniihment  is^ 
as  natural  as  my  curiofity  will  be  deemed 
pardonable  by  you." 

N.J  ^I  dare 
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**  I  dare  fay,*'  Amelia  interrupted  me, 
"  it  will  give  you  plea fu re  if  I  beg  she 
Baronefs  to  be  fo  kind  as  to  explain  thai 
wonderful  circuraftance  to  you  ?" 

"  Why  not?"  replied  Lady  Delier, 
**  let  us  fit  down  ;  old  age  is  thought  u> 
be  talkative  ;  however  I  fhall  be  brief  in 
my  narrative  : — -A  friend  of  mine  whO' 
knew  Amelia,  and  was  n&  Granger  lo  ihc 
cruel  treatment  which  fhe  received  from 
her  unnatural  mother,  lived  in  a  houlb 
which  was  feparated  from  that  of  her  pa- 
rents only  by  two  gardens.  The  Ac- 
fcription  which  ray  friend  gave  me  of  ibc 
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in  that  of  the  latten  This  gater  was- 
opened  for  me  by  the  nurfe,  who,  ac^ 
cording  to  my  dnre&ion,  always  retired 
when  I  came,  and  watched  at  the  entrance 
of  the  gjaurden  to  warn  me  by  a  &gnafe 
againft  fudden  furprife.  I  dare  fay,  my: ' 
Lord,  Amelia  will  have  informed  you  of 
my  converfationa  and  aflions  in^  the 
grotto." — 

«  But  why  did  you  conceal  your  name 
and  rank  from  the  Countefs?"  I  en* 
quired. 

*«  In  order  to  prevent  being  found  outt 
ii  the  little  girl  in  her  childifli  innocence 
fliould  have  fpokcn  of  her  meetings  with 
the  whitje  lidy.  When  Amelia  advanced 
in  years  I  continued  the  myftery,  becaufe 
I  had  obferved  that  it  gave  to  my  vi(k» 
an  additional  value  in  her  eyes,  and  ren- 
dered my  confolations  and  inftrufUons, 
more  effeftive.  However,  1  did  not  meai* 
never  to  difclofe  my  name  to  her,  and  I 
had  entruftcd  the  folution  of  the  myfterjf 
to  the  fealed  paper  which  I  gave  to  the 
daughter  of  my  heart  when  I  took  leave 
of  her,  and  which  fhe  afterwards  k>ll.*' 

N  d  ^\^ 
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**  If  I  am  not  miftaken,  you  gave  the 
fealed  paper  to  the  Countefs,  with  the  hi* 
junftion  to  open  it  when  Ihe  fliould  have 
found  the  man  whom  her  heart  Ihould 
choofe  for  a  partner  in  her  happinefe  and 
affliaion!*' 

**  You  arc  not  miflaken  !  it  contained 
fome  in IlruSions  which  are  very  ufcfal  to 
a  girl  who  is  in  love," 

**  You  foretold  the  Countefs  when  you 
took  leave  of  her,  that  her  unhappy  fate 
would  take  a  fortunate  turn  after  three 
months*  and  that  prediaion  has  realty 
been  accomplilhed   by   the   aunt  of  iht 


r^ »«r,  " 


MACICAL  DELUSION.         fm 

ipol  called  mc  to  ♦•♦♦  after  the  deceafe  of 
the  Baron.  I  faw  the  Countefs  acciden- 
tally  when  I  was  coming  from  the  cathe- 
dral* O  I  my  Lord,  what  are  all  worldly 
pleafures,  if  compared  to  the  happinefs  of 
fuch  a  re-union?  The  emotions  of  my 
heart  broke  out  fo  violently,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  get  in  the  carriage,  and.  to 
drive  to  Amelia's  hermitage,  to  prevent 
our  being  crufhed  to  death  by  the  gaping 
multitude.'' 

^  Indeed,"  exclaimed  the  Countefs^ 
(bedding  tears  of  fenfibility,  and  preffing 
the  hand  of  the  Baronefs  to  her  bofom^- 
•*  I  fliall  never  forget  that  day  while  this 
heart  is  beating !" 

*'  And  yet,  would  you  believe  it,  my 
Lord,"  refumed  the  Baronefs,  after  an 
affeding  paufe,  *^  Icouldfcarcely  prevail 
upon  her  to  leave  the  caftle  in  the  foreft^ 
and  to  remove  to  mine,  where  we  are. 
leading  an  happy  and  contented  life.  My 
Amelia  was  indeed  turned  a  downright 
hermit." 

"  I  confefs,  my  dear  friend,"  replied 
the  Countefs,  <«  I  was  fo  charmed  with  my 
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folitary  rcfidence,  and  tltc  retired  and 
quiet  life  1  led  fuiicd  ihe  (laie  of  my 
mind  to  well,  that  no  one  hut  my  dear 
Baronefs  could  have  perfuaded  inc  %q^ 
change  my  fituation/' 

The  fleeting  hours  patTed  rapidly 
away  amid  pleafmg  difcourles^  and  even- 
ing  was  already  far  advanced  before  I 
could  refolve  to  take  leave  of  Ataeliaand 
her  amiable  companion.  At  length  I  parted 
rcluftamly,  and  having  been  inviicd  liy 
repeat  my  vilit  the  day  fallowing  returned 
to  my  lodging  in  a  trance  of  happincf* 
and  joy.  j 
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Iei  ▼sdn  to  conceal.  I  fuq>riied  her  feve* 
nl  times  fixing  her  eyes  on  me  in  a 
melancholy  manner,  and  calling  down  her 
looks  with  conAernation  when  (he  per- 
eeived  that  I  obferved  it — ffie  fpoke  little^ 
and  whatfhe  faid  was  incoherent — ^yet  her 
behaviour  was  not  repelling^ — ^her  bofom 
feemed  to  conceal  fome  fecrct  uneafinefs^ 
the  caufe  of  which  I  ftrove  in  vain  to  ex- 
plore. As  often  as  I  began  to  fpeak  of 
the  Ukknaztm^  Amelia  looked  perplexed 
and  timid  at  Lady  Delier,  who  always. 
tamed  the  converfation  to  a  different  ob- 
ie&  I  was  certain  that  the  Iriflimaa  had 
in  the  houfe;  they  even  confefled. 
ihat  he  had  informed  them  of  my  eleva- 
tion to  the  ducal  dignity ;  but  this  was  all 
that  I  could  learn.  This  circumftance 
and  Amelia's  behaviour  gave  rife  to  ap- 
prehenfions  which  made  me  fuffer  the 
torments  of  hell.  I  could  not  endure 
this  fituation  longer  than  four  days;  at 
the  evening  of  the  fourth  day  I  took  ad- 
vantage of  an  opportunity  which  I  had  to- 
fpeak  to  Lady  Delier  in  private,  aadpref- 
fed  her  to  unfold  that  my&ery  to  me.. 
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Aftermany  fruitlefs  perfiialiont,  I  obtained 
at  length  the  promifc  lo  be  inicirmedor 
what  I  fo  anxioufly  wiflied  to  know,  and 
was  Tcquefted  to  meet  her  at  twelve 
o'clock  the  next  day  in  the  fir  grove  be- 
hind the  garden  of  the  cafllc^  when  Ihc 
would  fatisfy  my  curiofity. 

I  awaited  the  noon -tide  hour  with 
impatiencG.  At  length  the  wifhed  for 
hour  arrived,  and  with  tlie  lafl  ftroke  I 
Was  going  to  haflen  to  the  fir  grove,  bow- 
ever  I  met  ihe  Irifhman  on  the  ftair-cArc* 
^^  Come  with  me,  my  Lord  !"  he  fiiidi  ii 
foon  as  he  faw  me  ! 


M.L  Tiru:..!-- 
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ace    ivbom.  you   have    ardently, 
ipriihed  to  fee  thii  good  while."  ,, 
4 -^.Anipld  9cquaintance---wlilHm  I  have 
[^fK^nidf  wiflued  to  fee  ?-— it  is  not*-" 
.^  **Yfmti9tifrlmt9Jk.  Come^makehafte!" 
r»il<iiilinLeed  the  Iriihman  with  a  loud* 
<»d>nwition  of  joy,  prefled  him  vehe'* 
lUlltly  to  my  heart  and  leaped  into  the 
carriage. 

.  -rWe  drove  through  the  city  gate ; 
our  horfesgallopped  at  a  furious  rate,  and 
yet  they  were  too  flow  for  my  impatience. 
**  Is  he  far  from  hence  ?'*  I  exclaimed, 
«^  where  does  he  live,  is  he  well,  does  he 
know  that  I  am  coming  ?"  "  All  that  you 
fhall  know  prefently  !**  faid  the  Iriihman, 
ordering  the  coachman  to  ftop. 

We  got  out  of  the  carriage,  and  the  fun 
was  overclouding  like  the  face  of  the 
Irifliman.  He  uttered  not  a  word,  and 
made  a  filent  (ignal  to  follow  him. 
'  The  place  where  we  were  was  a  lonely 
folitary  fpot  in  the  fuburb^.  The  Irilhmaft 
flopped  at  a  high  wall  over  which  the  tops 
ot  tall  trees  were  protending.  My  coni- 
du&or  looked  at  me  with  a  melancholif 
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to  break  the  abominable  fetters 
thy  country  is  chained  to  the  thfc 
dcfpot,  Down  into  the  dull  wi 
con**  11  OS,  who  has  forged  thcfe 
and  encreafes  their  weight  eve< 
Thou  (hah  fee  me  again  when  th| 
try  is  reflored  to  liberty,  and  I  4 
Amelia  to  thy  arms*  'Till  then 
farewell!" 

The  vifion  was  not  difTolved,  irl 
it  (ink  into  the  ground,  nor  rile  aloj 
yet  it  was  removed  in  the  twinklii^ 
eye,  *'  Antonio,  my  friend!"  I  eJ 
ed,  *^  if  thv  foirit  is  flill  hovcrlnff  k 
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I  FELT  like  one  who  is 
fuddcnly  roufcd  from  a  dream,  aiid  look- 
ed around  me  with  uncertain,  examining 
eyes,  fcarching  for  the  Irifhman,  lie 
perceived'it  and  came  towards  me. 

The  fudden  change  of  the  moft  oppc- 
fite  fenfations,  particularly  the  laft  fcene, 
had  affefted  me  very  much,  and  I  fat  my- 
Tclf  down  upon  a  tomb,  "  Is  it  not. true, 
Hicrmanfor  ?"  faid  I  after  a  long  (ilcncc, 
*•  I  have  dreamed  ?" 

"  Dreamed?"  he  replied  with  aftonifli- 
mcnt,  «  and  what  have  you  dreamed?" 
.   \oL.UI.  B  ^^^^ 
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«  Methought  my  tutor  was  (landing 
upon  this  tomb,  and  talking  (Irange 
things/'  JLJ 

*'  1  have  had  the  fame  vfjion.^*  ^^ 

**  Hiermanfor!  don't  fport  with  my  i 
der  (landing/* 

<*  It  is  as  1  have  faid-" 

"  It  cannot  beT*  I  exclaimed  vcbc» 
Riently,  *'  it  was  an  illufion.  Don't  think 
that  I  am  ftiVl  as  credulous  as  1  have 
been-  Confcfs  only  that  the  vifion  was  a 
new  illufion,  whereby  you  wanted  to  try 
mc/* 


lyiHjy 
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**  Here  the  figure  af  my  tutor  was  ftand* 
ing,  and  there  I  flood  and  converfed  with 
him." 

"  You  may  have  been  'dreaming,  it  was 
perhaps  one  of  my  fineft  artifices." 

"  What  can  you  fay  againft  it?'' 

^^  Nothing,  my  Lord,  nothing !" 

*«  I  conjure  you,  what  can  you  fay 
againft  it  ?" 

*'  On  one  part  I  could  find  it  improba- 
ble that  two  people  fhould  have  the  fame 
dream  while  they  are  awake;  on  the  other, 
that  the  moil  confumuiate  juggler  would 
find  it  difficult  to  produce  by  day-light, 
and  on  an  open  fpot,  an  airy  vifion  which 
refembles  your  friend  cxafclly,  talks  in  a 
fenfible  manner,  anfwcrs  queflions  which 
are  put  to  it,  and  appears  a  fccond  time 
at  vour  dcfirc." 

'•  True,  very  true  !  however,  the  appa- 
rition is  not  Icfs  mvllcrious  tome  if  I  deem 
it  no  illufion." 

"  You  will  comprehend  it  one  time,  faid. 
Antonio/' 

'^  But  when?  I  am  dying  with  a  defire 
to  have  the  niyftery  unfolded." 

B  2  ^^\!U: 
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'•  May  I  fpeak  without  rcfcrvc,  my 
Lord."  ' 

'•  1  wifli  you  always  had  fpokon  without 
ilill;nii"c,  and  acled  openly." 

-•  What  1  am  going  to  Iliy  may  perhaps 
oll'cnJ  you;  yet  I  mult  bc*^  you  to  give 
nic  !c  ivc  lo  fpcak  tVcch'.  I  am  not  going 
in  avKhc Is  Miguel,  but  the  Duke." 

'•  I'vanknel's  and  truth  arc  equally  ac- 
I'epiii'Dle  to  the  latter  as  they  are  to  the 
I'oriner;   (peak  without  rcfcrvc." 

'•  It  is  not  rondncls  of  truth,  but  vain 
curiofity   that  has   driven  you   upon  the 
of  kiiowlcdEC,  whei 
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tempted  nothing,  at  Icaft  very  little,  to 
break  thofe  chains,  but  you  ftrugqled  hard 
to  avoid  ferving  your  country.  I  endea- 
voured to  keep  you  iri  iis  fcrvicc  by 
ftrengthening  your  chains;  however,  un- 
forcfcen  accidents  liberated  you  from 
your  bondage,  and  then  I  appcnrcd  firft  to 
you  a  lawlcfs  corfair,  vcho  had  made  aa 
unlawful  prize  of  you,  although  you  had 
fuppofcd  me,  before  thnt  time,  to  be  a 
fupernatural  being,  to  whofo  power  you 
fancied  you  had  furrciid-jrcd  voluntarily. 
My  dear  Duke,  I  am  neither  a  villain, 
nor  am  I  a  fupernatural  being ;  however, 
you  are  not  able  to  judge  of  me.  It  is 
true  that  I  poffefs  in^portant  arcana,  by 
the  application  of  which  I  can  effect  won- 
derful things  ;  but  I  am  not  allowed 
to  make  ufc  of  them  before  I  have  tried 
in  vain  every  common  means  of  attaining 
my  aim.  According  to  my  knowK dgt*  of 
your  Lordflu'p,  the  artifices  of  natural 
magic  were  I'ufficicnt  for  carrying  my 
point;  but  now,  as  the  veil  is  taken  from 
your  eyes,  and  thofe  dclufions  by  which 
your  will  lias  been  guided,  have  loft.  d\c.W 
influence  i/pon  you,  no\v  1  co\i\<\\xv5s^^>3X^ 
B    a  ^ 
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of  my  fupciior  power,  by  Avhich  I  have 
bet  n  enabled  to  cffci-l  ihe  apparition  of 
your  tutor.  However,  you  judge  of  my 
ilcccb  equally  wrong  as  of  niyfelf.  At 
hril  you  niiltook  real  delulions,  for  mira« 
i  les,  and  now  you  millakc  the  efl'eft  of  a 
great  and  iuiporiant  arcanum,  for  delu- 
lion.  Whence  thefe  fudden  leaps  from 
one  cxtreiMC  to  the  other?  What  is  it  that 
ccjilraprly   remove:*;   from   your  eyes  the 


}\  :A  :)f«int  of  view 


'ii  which  vou  ought 


iv  ;i  .:  iinn.^s :'  '[\\c  it>i]rce  ol  this  evil  i$ 
•vuiiin  \v>;;iAt;lf;  I  will  joint  it  out  to  you, 
ie-[  vou  dileover  it  too  late.     You  have 
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ing  them  with  impartiality,  and  declaring 
all  events  contrary  to  the  common  cou^fe 
of  nature,  to  be  the  efieQs  of  impofition. 
He  committed  a  fin  againft  philofophy, 
premifing  as  demonftratcd,  what  was  to  be 
proved.     Your  own  feeling,   my   Lord, 
made  you  fenfible  of  the  defe£ls  and  exag- 
gerations of  his  arguments;  your  rcafon 
was  not  fufficient  to  rectify,  or  to  refute 
them;  and  thus  you  have  adopted  the 
principles  of  your  tutor,  not  from  convic- 
tion, but  from  a  blind  coniidcncc  in  his 
learning  and  honcfty,  and  believing  the 
affcrtions   of    your    inllrufclor,   you    be- 
lieved in  his  philofopliv." 

"  Iliernianfor!  I  tliiiik  you  are  right," 
*^  Give  mc  leave  l'^  proceed.  It  was 
confcqueiUly  not  philofophical  conviction 
that  fnade  you  fufpctt  your  inclination  to 
the  womlerfiil ;  but  faith  was  oppofed  to 
faith.  The  former  was  founded  on  the 
authority  of  your  tutor,  and  the  latter  on 
the  fcciet  voice  of  your  heart.  Regard 
for  your  friend,  and  the  ambition  of  be- 
ing looked  upon  as  aphilofopher,  impelled 
you  to  adopt  the  principles  of  your  tutor^ 
^nd   an   innate   inftinft  ^^wix^^  ^o>\  v 
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\  icld  to  the  voice  of  your  heart,  and  thus 
)  oil  embraced  by  turns,  the  opinion  of 
your  iiiRructor  and  the  faith  which 
oriu.inated  from  your  heart,  according 
to  tlic  flrcngth  of  motive  which  pre- 
vailed on  cither  (idc.  However,  thcfc 
motives  were  never  pure  undoubted  ar-. 
gumcnts  of  rcafon,  but  mere  fentiments, 
^^lHch  made  you  fhift  from  one  fide  to 
ihc  otlicr,  in  the  fame  meafure  in  which 
}uur  {iMuimcnts  of  one  or  the  other 
ivMid  received  nourifliment  or  additional 
{lre;)i;;h  I'rom  v/itlioiit.  As  foon  as  I  be- 
L^aii  lu  play   olF  my   magical  machineries 
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■prevailed  over  the  philofophical  fcntcnces 
which  you  have  been  taught,  Palcfki 
difcovered  to  you  what  you  ought  to  have 
difcovered  yourfelf,  that  my  arts  were 
mere  delufions,  and  now  you  conclude 
that  I  can  produce  nothing  but  delufions. 
Perhaps  you  go  flill  farther,  and  deny 
even  the  poffibility  of  appaiitions,  bc- 
caufc  I  have  raifcd  in  Amelia's  houfe  a 
ghoft  who  was  none.  At  bottom  you 
keep  firm  to  your  chara6ter  ;  you  came 
over  to  my  party  becaufe  your  fccliriga 
found  their  account  in  doing  To  ;  you 
find  you  have  been  deceived,  and  you  fly 
back  again  to  the  oppofitc  party  bccauflr 
yow  fancy  to  find  truth  there.  However 
you  are  really  guided  only  by  a  blind 
inflinft,  by  fentiment  and  opinion.  And 
with //j^  guides  do  you  fancy  you  can  pene- 
trate the  fancluary  of  truth  and  happincfs  ? 
—Unhappy  young  man  !  you  are  doomed 
to  deceive  yourfelf  and  to  be  deceived." 

After  a  fhort  paufe  the  Irifhman  re- 
fumed  : 

"  Pardon  my  frankncfs,  my  Lord !   I 

have  done." 

B5  ^'^Xoxk 
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««  You  have  made  me  behold  wyCbff«i 
a  view  to  which  I  was  an  utter  ftraM»»- 
and  which  terrifies  me.  Hiermanfors^HI 
it  me  frankly,  if  you  have  to  add  AUfr 
thing  farther ;  the  more  unreierved^WI 
fhall  be,  the  more  my  gratitude  will  v^ 
creafe." 

^^  Yes,  my  Lord,  you  deferve  a  belter 
fate  than  what  you  are  preparing'for  your- 
felf.  You  pofTefs  a  noble  quality  whidi 
is  but  rarely  tlie  property  of  Princef^ 
the  courage  of  liilening  to  difagKca|»lje 
truths;  a  noble  heart  is  panting  in  your 
bofom;  you  poffefs  ntoredefirc  for  know* 
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ticn  which  are  hurrying  you  rapidly  along 
through  bye  ways.  Nay,  I  even  maintain 
thftt  your  rage  for  occult  knowledge  has 
had  as  yet  no  other  fource  but  fenfual 
pleafure;  it  gratified  your  ambition  to 
know  more  th^n  other  people ;  it  flattered 
your  fclf-love  to  have  the  powers  of  na- 
ture at  your  command ;  it  was  a  pleafing 
fight  to  your  eyes  to  witnefs  extraordinary 
events,  as  children  delight  to  hear  tales  of 
giants  and  enchanted  cailles.  And  could 
you,  in  that  difpofition  of  mind,  thin|c 
yourfelf  worthy  to  be  introduced  to  a 
fan£iuary,  which  even  ferious  difinterefted 
love  of  truth  dares  not  enter  without  be- 
ing firft  purified.  You  have  experienced 
what  you  did  deferve,  you  merited  to  be 
put  off  with  myftic  words,  with  juggling 
tricks  and  flights  of  hand ;  and  you  was 
fatisfied  with  thefe  gewgaws.  Firft  after 
the  veil  had  been  removed  from  your  eyes, 
by  other  people,  you  was  highly  difplcafed 
at  my  having  taken  the  liberty  to  fell  you 
delufions  for  truth — for  truth  !  as  if  ever 
furc  (ove  for  tr$ub  had  guided  you,  and 
what  you  miftook  for  it  had  been  any 
thing  dfc  bM  vain  curiofiiy^  '^ovWv^- 
B6  «^'    ^ 
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(landing  this,  I  have  given  yoa  a  rpeciitferii 
of  my  fuperior  power,  and  fiiown  yoa^ke 
ghoft  of  your  living  friend, -who  is  ixMf 
hundred  miles  diftant  from  hence,  aiidyte 
prove  inftantlyhow  little  yOu  deferireiUEi 
condefcenfion.  You  find  not  thelefift 
difference  between  this  vifion  and  ftc 
former  juggling  tricks,  miftaking  ttibr  a 
dream,  for  a  new  delufioh*  Young  mair, 
learn  firft  to  difcern  truth  from  iHufioir, 
and  acquire  a  proper  knowledge  6f  At 
preparatory  fciences,  before  you  attempt 
at  occult  wifdom  ;  get  firft  a  proper  knohr^ 
ledge  of  yourfelf,  before  you  ftrive  Ibr^ 
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gift,  which  is  called  reajon  ;  butlTow  widely 
does  it  differ  from  what  one  commonly 
thinks  it  to  be ;  reafon  ought  firft  to  be 
purified,  and  divefted  of  every  thing  that 
is  not  herfelf,  before  Ihe  can  become  to 
us  an  infallible  guide.  Aflifted  by  her 
we  fubdue  our  fenfuality,  and  foar  above 
vifible  nature.  Scnfuality  is  the  only 
thing  terreftrial  in  us  :  reafon  raifes  us  to 
the  communication  with  fuperior  fpirits. 
The  more  we  learn  to  fubdue  the  former, 
the  more  fway  do  we  obtain  over  the 
powers  of  nature  ;  the  more  we  purify 
the  latter,  the  more  intimately  are  we  con- 
nefted  with  fuperior  beings.  Man  is  an 
intermediate  being  between  an  angel  and 
an  animal ;'  is  the  fole  creature  that,  by 
means  of  his  fenfes,  is  conncfted  with  the 
phyfical  world,  and  through  his  reafon 
with  higher  fpirits,  and  confequently  canad 
upon  both.  Do  you  divine  nothing,  my 
Lord  ?  Thcfe  words  imply  an  important 
truth ;  however  it  would  lead  me  too  far, 
if  I  fhould  attempt  to  unfold  it  at  large/' 
"  O  let  me  taftc  only  a  few  drops  from 
that  facred  fountain  V* 
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««  At  firnie  other  time,  my  Loud!  intr 
ponant  affairs  bid  me  at  prefieat  to  IcaYjC 
you.     Will  you  accompany  me  to  town  T 
**  With  plcafurc.^* 

His  coach  had  been  waiting  Jdr  jif  ^ 
fome  di (lance  from  the  burying  plfCje««<^ 
The  Irifliman  ordered  his  coacfaoian  -la 
make  hafte,  and  told  me  on  the  road  dnt 
I  muft  depart  for  Ma***t  in.  two  days. 
.At  the  fame  time  he  promifed  to  meet  mc 
the  following  night  at  eleven  o^clocky-awi 
to  continue  the  fubjefi  on  which  lie  hyd 
been  fpeaking.  He  fet  me  down  at  piy 
houfe  $Lnd  took  leave* 
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perfonj  deception  plays  off  its  machine- 
ries in  places  which  are  (hut  up,  and  pre- 
vioufly  have  been  fitted  for  the  purpofe; 
at  the  fame  time  it  endeavours  to  harrow 
the  mind,  by  folemn  preparations,  in  a 
difpofition  anfwerable  to  the  deception  ; 
but  here  I  could  not  perceive  any  thing 
of  that  kind.  The  vifion  appeared  at 
noon,  and  in  an  open  place,  and  when  the 
Irifhman  called  me  away  to  the  burial 
place,  I  was  going  to  inform  myfelf  of  a 
love  affair,  and  of  courfe,  in  a  difpofition 
veryunpropitiousforapparitionsorghofts; 
deception  takes  care  to  prevent  the  be- 
holder from  coming  near  its  works,  and  I 
was  near  enough  to  touch  the  phantom  ; 
deception  never  expofes  its  fecrct  ma- 
chines to  the  danger  of  being  difcovered, 
and  the  Irifhman  invited  me  to  make  the 
ftrifteft  inveftigation.  And  the  vifion 
itfelf,  as  it  appeared,  a  living  human  fi- 
gure, and  yet  fo  incorporeal,  that  my  arms 
penetrated  it  without  leaving  a  vcftigc  be- 
hind  the   rcfemblancc  to    Antonio    fo 

great,  that  it  fcemed  to  be  the  living  ori- 
ginal ;  and  this  figure  fpoke  and  returned 
anfwers  fo  adequate  to  my  c^u^^\oiv^%— v\ 


,5  T  HE    VICTIM   OF 

c-icl  rot,  indeed,  move  its  lips,  and  the 
v.-.^.v?  differed  a  little  from  that  of  An- 
toiii)  ;  Ihnvcvcr,  its  fpeaking  organs  were 
m.itcrially  difrjrcnt  from  his  natural  ones. 
At  Kill,  tlie  difappearing  and  re-appearing 
r.t  :vi\'  dofire— did  it  not  denote  a  free  will 
of  the  vifion  ? — In  fnort,  the  longer  I  rc- 
fi.^c led  on  the  n^;  itter,  the  Icfs  did  it  ap- 
pe  ir  to  me  ilie  work  of  deception. 

*•  .\vd  if  it  \;a^  r.o  finion.  what  /  tai'e 
ilvT  ;   v.lia:  an  adf.nifiiing  myftery  docs  it 
: .'  ?   Mow  In  it  rollible  for  a  living,  ab- 


W^:-:  -^  :in  to  i^rj^car  to  his  friend,   as   the 
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-knowledge;  how infignificant  muft  I  have 
appeared  to  him !  How  great  did  he  (hew 
himfelf  to  me  !  With  what  an  aftoniftiing 
omnifcience  did  he  read  my  moft  hidden 
thoughts;  with  what  a  great  fagacity  has 
he  laid  open  my  weaknefs,  and  with  how 
much  franknefs  told  mc  my  defefls!  If  it 
were  his  intention  to  deceive  me  any  far- 
ther, he  would  filently  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  my  blind  fide,  and  carefully  avoid- 
ed to  open  my  eyes.  He  certainly  could 
not  have  given  me  a  more  unfufpicious 
and  convincing  proof  of  the  goodncfs  and 
purity  of  his  fcntimcnts  towards  me. — 
This  opennef*?,  this  noble  fincerity,  dc- 
fervcs,  undoubtedly,  my  unbounded  gra- 
titude. Yes,  Antonio,  he  Jhall  guide  me  in 
thy  room  !  I  will  cor.fide  in  him  as  1  hciye 
confided  in  thee'* 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  Amelia,  to 
inform  her  of  my  impending  departure. 
Shewasjull  playing  on  the  harpfichord, 
and  received  me  with  a  filcnt  fmile,  with- 
out fuflcring  herfelf  to  be  interrupted  in 
her  play.  The  Baronefs,  however,  re- 
ceived me  with  cold  civiUty;  \  coxsN^ 
gncfs  the  rcafon  of  it ;  howcvcT  \  VtjA  tvc 

07 
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ncfs  was  waiting  for  me*     "  The  C 
tefs  is  at  church,"  faid  fhe,  "  let  me 
advantage  of  her  fhort  abfence,  and 
mit  a  litile  treachery  ;  but  take  hee< 
to  betray  mc  to  my  friend  !" 

*•  Certainly  not,"  I  replied,  my  c 
fity  being  harrowed  up  to  the  highel 
grec  by  this  exordium. 

''  All  that  I  have  to  difclofe  to  y 
contained  in  two  words :  you  are  belo 
my  Lord  !" 

«  My  Lady!'  — 

"  Give  me  leave  to  relate  the  m; 
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heart !"  She  blufhed^  as  if  (he  had  faid 
romething  imprudent. 

'^  Alas  !  it  is  too  painful  to  my  heart; 
but  who  cares  for  my  heart  ?** 

*'  Indeed,"  Lady  Dclier  replied,  "  you 
think  very  unkind  of  us,** 

*'  It  is  a  gloomy  night,"  faid  Amelia, 
going  to  the  window ;  and  the  thread  of 
our  convcrfaiion  was  cut  off  at  once.  I 
endeavoured  to  lead  it  again  to  its  for- 
mer channel;  however  I  perceived  that 
the  converfation  grew  irkfome  and  dull; 
it  turned  on  a  hundred  moft  infignificant 
trifles,  but  the  Countefs  avoided  care- 
fully to  touch  the  former  firing,  although 
I  founded  it  repeatedly,  fofter  or  louder. 
At  length  I  took  leave.  Lady  Delier 
was  fo  kind  as  to  fee  me  down  ftairs;  1 
told  her  that  an  important  vifit  from  the 
Irifliman,  whom  I  had  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  put  off,  had  prevented  me  from 
keeping  the  appointment.  She  took  my 
cxcufe  very  kindly,  and  made  me  pro- 
raife  to  meet  her  the  next  morning  at  ten 
o'clock  at  the  fir  grove. 

Uneafinefs  and  curiofity  drove  \s\c  vIclU 
iherat  the  appointed  ho\ix»    TVx^  'ft^xcy. 
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though  {he  fancied  fhe  had  not  violated 
her  promife  by  involunlary  fcntjmcnr%yci 
a  conreOion  of  thefe  fcnttmenu^  though 
depofited  only  in  the  bofom  of  an  miitratee 
friend,  appeared  to  her  a  profanation  (>f 
her  folemn  declaration.  However,  hei 
fpeaking  frequently  of  you  with  evidetit 
marks  of  partiality,  made  me,  ncvcrtbe- 
lefs,  fufpeft  a  part  of  the  fee  ret,  which 
the  IriflimanV  viOt  foon  unfolded  CQlirety 
to  me. 

"  You  know  that  he  has    been   in  okt 
htiufe    fomc   time  ago,   infoiTinng   in  ©F 
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dently.  She  replied,  (he  did  not  doubt 
the  amiable  qualities  of  the  Duke,  how- 
ever flie  had  vowed  eternal  fidelity  to  the 
Count.  **  If  that  is  your  fole  objeftion,'^ 
the  Irifhman  replied,  "  then  I  (hall  foon 
remove  it.  The  deceafed  himfclf  fhall 
releafe  you  from  your  vow,  from  the  per- 
formance  of  which  he  can  derive  neither 
benefit  nor  pleafure ;  it  is  in  my  power 
to  make  him  declare  it  himfclf."  "  No, 
no !"  exclaimed  Amelia,  terrified,  **  the 
reft  of  the  deceafed  fhall  not  be  inter- 
rupted; I  fliould  not  be  able  to  (land  the 
fight  of  him."  "  No  apparition,  my 
Lady,*'  the  Irifhman  replied,  "  you  fhall 
neither  hcar^  nor  fee  the  deceafed  !"— 
With  thefe  words  he  took  a  blank  piece 
of  paper  out  of  his  pocket-book,  rcqueft- 
ing  Amelia  to  write  upon  it  the  follow- 
ing words  :— ."  Spirit  of  the  Count  of 
Clairval,  fhall  I  preferve  my  heart  and 
hand  faithful  to  thee  till  death,  according 
to  my  vow  ?*'  As  foon  as  the  Countefs 
had  been  perfuaded  to  it  with  great  diffi- 
culty, and  wrote  thefe  words,  the  Irifh- 
man prevailed  upon  her  to  carry  the  pa- 
jper  to  an  apartment  to  Y^bicVi  tvo  o^ft 
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could  have  accefs  without  her  knowledge 
and  leave.  Amelia  chofe  the  apartment 
contiguous  to  her  bed-chamber*  The 
fliutters  were  bolted  from  within,  the  pa^ 
per  placed  upon  a  table^  and  the  room 
ftrongly  fumigated  by  the  IriOiman,  who 
uttered  fome  myfterious  words.  When 
they  had  retired,  the  Irifhman  reque&ed 
her  to  return  and  look  after  the  paper; 
however  fhe  could  fee  nothing  except  the 
words  writted  by  herfelf,  upon  which  flic 
iliut  the  door,  and  put  the  key  in  her 
pocket. 

^<  Sleep   eafy,"  the    Irifhman   added, 
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inftantly  knew  to  be  the  hand-writing  of • 
her  deceafed  Lord—"  Thy  vow^  which 
binds  me  to  a  being  living  upon  earthy* 
and  thee  to  one  who  is  deceafed,  (hackles 
my  liberty.  I  break  thefe  chains.  The* 
man  by  whofe  orders  I  have  been  alTafli- 
nated  is  Vafco**cllos.*' 

**  Imagine  how  Amelia  was  aftonifhed 
at  an  incident  which  evidently  was  the 
cffcftof  a  fuperior  power ;  the  apartment^ 
the  fliutters,  and  the  door  of  which  Jiad 
been  carefully  fccured,  and  which  was 
guarded  by  Amelia  herfelf,  being  entirely 
inacccffiblc  to  any  mortal,  except  by  vio- 
lent means,  of  which  no  traces  could  be 
perceived  on  tlic  window  {butters.  This 
miraculous  event  was  dccifive  for  my 
friend,  who  profeflcd  herfelf  entirely  at 
liberty  from  that  moment. 

''  Your  Grace  will  eafily  believe  mc^- 
that  the  tender  attachment  to  you,  which 
had  found  accefs  to  her  heart,  guarded 
by  a  folcmn  vow,  acquired  additional  ac?* 
tivity  when  the  fhackles  were  thron^n  off. 
The  ghoft  himfelf  appealed  to  have  lilent- 
ly  approved,  by  naming  the  real  mur- 
derer, the  pafBon  for  a  Pnivce^\«\v.Q\s..W 

Voi.   III.  Q  ^^ 
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ther  had  been  injured  by  an  unjut  feTpi- 
cion.  Amelia  endeavoured,  iterertbdeTs, 
to  conctsd  from  me  the  rea(  fkte  oF  her 
heart)  and,  out  of  caprice,  rather  wottM 
leave  me  to  guefs,  than  to^  conie&hevrdK 
vhat  might  have  been  mifrnterpreted  a»  a 
weaknefs.  However^  that  very  confinmit^ 
vhich  fhe  experienced  by  conceafiiig' a 
fecret  that  ftrugglcd  to  break  its  confine* 
ment,  fome  words  which  flie  dropped  un- 
knowingly, her  gloomy  looks  and  filent' 

melancholy in  fhort,  all    thofe    traiti 

which  Teem  to  have  told  you  fo  very*  little 
of  Amelia's  fecret  fcntiments,  convinced- 
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taking  leave  of  her,  made  her  a^ready» 
(ufped  your  indifference.  Tlu«  fufpi- 
cion  gained  additional  ftrength  by  your 
never  having  wrote  a  fingle  line  to  her 
after  your  departure.  Your  behaviour 
during  your  prefent  ftay  with  us  too,  has 
cured  her  of  that  error  as  little  as  the  in- 
formation of  your  departure." 

"  Should  it  be  poflible  my  love  could 
have  efcaped  Amelia's  looks  ?" 

'*  It  did  not  efcape  my  obfervation.— ^ 
I  gathered  carefully  all  the  marks  of  it^ 
and  communicated  them  to  my  friend. 
However,  they  appeared  to  her  to  be 
nothing  farther  than  proofs  of  gallantry^ 
which  every  well-educated  man  is  wont 
to  offer  at  the  fhrine  of  beauty.  ^^  Is  it 
poffible,"  file  faid,  "  that  true,  ardent 
love,  could  refrain  fo  long  from  coming 
to  an  explanation  ?"  And  indeed,  my 
Lord,  can  you  fay  any  thing  agaiult  this 
objeflion  ?" 

''  My  Lady,  I  could  not  entertain  the 
lead  idea  of  fuch  an  explanation,  while 
the  mifundcrftanding  concerning  the  mur- 
derer of  Count  Clairval  was  not  removed^ 
uhhougb  I  bad  not  beea  i^uotaxiV  oV  ^^ 
C  z  ^^^ 
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refidence  of  Amelia,  which  was  unknown' 
to  me  ever  fince  the  removal  *from  the 
caftle  in  theforeft,  and  the  myfterious 
tondu8;  of  the  Countefs  has  preventiid 
me  from  declaring  now,  what  I  ardelitljr 
wifhed  to  avow  publicly  ever  fince  I  got- 
acquainted  with  her.  What  has  made  jwi 
gucfs  my  happinefs,  has  induced  M^  to 
apprehend  my  misfortune — I  even  feared 
to  offend  the  Countefs  by  my  prefence.  I 
expeQcd  fecrct  diflikc  to  me,  at  moft  pity, 
but  never  a  return  of  my  love." 

*'  1  fee  you  arc  but  a  novice-in  lovc,*^ 
Lady   Dclicr  laid   fmilin^,  "and  I    have 
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me,  and  even  if  he  fhould  have  a  paffion 
for  me,  and  avow  it,  he  fhould  hear  the 
confeflion  of  my  reciprocal  tendemefs,  but 
never  receive  my  hand*  I  am  indeed 
releafed  of  my  vow,  but  my  prefent  li* 
berty  will  raife  my  fidelity  to  my  deceafed 
Lord,  which  was  till  now  mere  duty,  to 
merit,  and  I  will  remain  conftant  to  him^ 
as  far  as  it  will  be  in  my  power.  I  can* 
not  command  my  love  for  the  Duke,  how- 
ever my  hand  is  at  my  difpofal." 

"  Heavens !  how  you  have  damped 
my  happinefs !"  I  replied  after  a  painful 
paufe. 

"  Should  a  mere  whim  of  the  Coun- 
tcfs  really  be  able  to  diftiearten  your 
Grace  ?  you  do  not  confidcr  how  fooii 
the  love  of  a  living  adorer  can  fubdue 
the  fidelity  to  a  deceafed  hufband.  Ame- 
lia's heart  is  yours,  and  her  hand  will  cer- 
tainly follow.'* 

^'  It  is  not  only  this  incertitude  that 
makes  me  uncafy ;  the  Countefs  loves  me 
becaufe  fhe  cannot  help.  it.  Can  a  love 
•which  I  do  not  owe  to  a  voluntary  at- 
tachment render  me  happy  ?'*  ...  I 
C  3  ^^^^^ 
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^^  How  you  are  roving !  what  ought  to 
make  you  proud  and  happy  danpa  yoier 
fpirits.  What  was  it  that  impelled  Ame- 
lia iroefiftibly  to  love  you?  can  it  have 
been  any  thing  clfe  but  the  eonfci€Mi&c{i 
of  your  pcT&diotts^  and  an  iivciiftible 
fympathy  which  has  united  your  hearts  | 
and  what  can  be  more  dedrable,  vhat 
morciincere  and  durable  thanfuchiMiBdi? 
My  Lord,  love  has  done  every  dang  iar 
you,  and  you  have  done  nothing fiMr  i«ve« 
Difclofe  to  Amelia  your  fentimeDta,  com- 
municate  to  her  your  tcndeniei'Sf  and  her 
involuntary  attachment  to  you  will  JboQ 
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**  I  underftand  you;  however  I  fear 
Amelia  would  never  confent  to  a  union 
which  fiiould 'be  deftitute  of  the  benedic-* 
^ion  «of  the  Marquis  of  Villa**al." 
'  **  My  father  kfves  me,  and  he  will  never 
-oppofe  his  only  fon  in  a  matter  upon 
which  depends  the  happinefs  of  his  life/' 

**  Well  then !  I  will  leave  you  to  your 
good  fopume.  I  (hall  not  fail  to  contri* 
bute  as  much  as  is  in  my  power  to  pro- 
mote that  union.  However,  (added  ftie 
with  dignity)  I  expeft  from  your  candour, 
tfaaft  you  wiil  not  mifiinerpra  my  inter- 
view with  you,  and  the  intereft  I  take  in 
that  affeir." 

**  I  look  upon  it  as  a  proof  of  your  in- 
eftimable  friendftiip." 

^*  01  my  cihildren !''  the  Countefs  re- 
fumed  with  great  emotion,  "  I  love  you 
as  a  mother.  I  could  not  bear  any  longer 
4bat  two  people,  who  fcem  to  have  been 
t>orn  for  each  other,  ffiould  mifunder- 
ftand  one  another  in  a  manner  fo  tor- 
menting to  both  -of  you.  You  will  rcn. 
der  Amelia  happy,  my  Lord,  or  I  am 
dreadfully  mi  (taken  in  my  opinion  of  you*. 
With  this  hope  I  put  theiatiC  ^  TO^  \ri«^ 

C    4  CTVVVX^ 
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entirely  in  your  hand.  I  confide  tO  your 
care  an  angel,  Avhofe  early  impravtiiieAt 
w  as  my  work,  and  conftitutes  niy  pridcs 
and  whofe  perfedions  you  Icarcely  know 
by  half.  I  intruft  to  you  a  being  of  the 
pure  (I  and  mod  excellent  of  hearts.  Coo- 
clude  from  this,  upon  the  confidence  I 
repofe  in  you."  .  •- 

''  I  fliall  endeavour  to  defcrve  it."  <  -? 

"  Retire  now,  elfe  we  fliall  be  furprifcd 
by  Amelia;  but  take  care  not  to  make 
her  fufpecl  our  interview  and  convert 
tion.  You  even  mud  not  vifit  rus  thif 
evening  earlier  than  ufual."       =     v    v  :i  • 
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fon,  vent  again  abroad,  and  my  feet  car- 
ried me,  unknowing  to  me,  to  the  fpot 
whither  a  fecret  impulfe  urged  me  to  goi 
However,  the  fevere  command  of  the 
Baronefs  had  drawn  a  large  circle  around 
Amelia's  abode,  which  repelled  me.  I 
hovered  at  the  margin  of  it  like  a  fpell- 
bound  fpirit,  and  fighed  for  the  arrival  of 
the  appointed  hour.  Never  had  the  fet- 
ting  in  of  night  been  expefted  with  more 
impatience,  and  the  fun  appeared  to  me 
to  retire  unufually  late  from. the  hori- 
zon. 

At  length  the  wilhed-for  hour  arrived; 
however,  the  moment  when  I  was  going 
to  the  houfe  which  contained  all  that  was 
dear  to  me,,  an  unfpeakable  anxiety 
damped  fuddenly  my  rapturous  joy.  I 
^ad  promifed  not  to  betray  by  my  beha- 
viour the  intelligence  which  the  Baroneli 

hloved,  and  pourtfay  the  difpoCtion  of  his  mind  ;  nayi 
to  omit  them  entirely  whenever  it  cquW  be  done  with- 
out fpoUing  his  talc.  His  chara^er*  sind  the  dificrent 
iituati^ns  in  which  we  {hall  behold  him,  will  always 
fyggeft  to  the  reader,  whofs  fenfibility  and  imagination 
arc  of  a  lively  nature,  the  ftatc  of  his  heart  ;  the  reft 
may  eafUy  fupply  this  defe^  from  AVvf//* 

C  5  >fea3^ 
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had  imparted  to  me,  and  yet  I  deemed  it. 
impoiCble  to  preferve  fuch  a  dominioA 
over  myfelf  if  the  yehemency  of  my  ftate 
of  miBd  fliould  iK)t  abate.  This  wa<  the 
foarce  of  my  anxiety,  which  added  to  4iie 
danger  of  expofing  myfelf,  becattfie  it  de- 
prived me  of  the  fmall  remnant  of  lelf 
dominion  which  my  rapturoua  joy  liad 
left  me,  I  entered  the  houfe.  Tbe  wo- 
man of  the  Countefs  told  me  her  Lady 
was  in  the  garden.  I  went  through  feven^ 
rows  of  trees  without  finding  her.  Tbe 
moon  peeped  now  and  then  through  the 
fleecy  clouds,  and  concealed  her  .filveiy 
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tlon.  The  ruftling  of  die  dry  leaves  be- 
Tieath  my  footfteps,  roufed  her  from  her 
reverie, 

^  Good  evenings  my  Lord,**  faid  (he 
with  evident  confufion,  *♦  have  you  not 
met  Lady  Dfelier?*' 

♦♦  No,  my  Lady !  I  have  not.^ 

^*  She  left  me  fame  time  fince^  and 
might  already  have  returned.** 

»  Very  (brangef  I  am  come  to  take 
leave,  and  meet  you  firft  by  accident.** 

^  Leave  ?*  (he  replied  with  furprife 
**  Then  you  are  determined  to  depart  to- 
"morrow/* 

*<  I  muft.** 

A  long  paufe. 

**  And  you  are  going  to  Ma*^t  ?** 

<*  To  Ma*»*t,  and  from  thence  to  my 
iiathre  country .*• 

A  lecond  paufe.     At  length  (he  (aid 
-wWi  emphafis  and  affe6lion:  "^  Heaveti_ 
proteft  you  on  your  journey.** 

**  Deareft  Countefe— " 

"  What  is  the  matter  i^ith  you,  my 
Lord?"  Ametia  exclaimed^  fixing  her 
eyes  on  me,  <*  Good  God,  how  ^alc  yoa 

C6  V 
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he  emotions  of  my  heart  were  dread- 

,    my   ^vorking   bofom    threatened  to 

(I.     "  God  knows,"  I   replied  with  ft 

icrina;  voice,  "  whether  I  fliall  fee  vou 

ain.'* 

'^  \Vc  fliall  certainly  meet  again.**  faid 
.c,  looking  up  to  heaven. 
**  Merciful    God!     fliould    my   hopes 
)k;.!rom  firit  beyond  the  grave.'*       *.'; 

*•  Wiiat  hopes  ?'*    (lie  cxclaim^^  with 
riquifitl    .  a[li)nif}iment. 

^*  .Viid  do  you  not  divine  how  this  fcpa-      ' 
^aiii'Mwiil  w.iuiid  my  heart  ?" 

.t'd  niixiouriy  arou^df-l^  if 
fixetl  her 
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lips.  She  bent  her  taper  form  to  raife  me 
up,  and  Lady  Delier  ftepped  fuddenly  be- 
tween us.  "  What  do  I  fee  ?"  (lie  ex- 
claimed, diffenibling  aftpnifhsnent,  ^"  a 
declaration  of  love?**  .  ^  .         - 

Amelia  remained  filent,  and  the  Baro- 
nefs  repeated  her  queftion. 

."  A  declaration^  my  Lady!"  I  replied, 
but  no  anfwer. 

«*  My  fweet.friendjV  fte  vhifpercd. arch- 
ly in  Amelia's  ear,  '*  I  hope  you  will  not 
,let  him  defpair." 

'*  I  cannot  conceive,  my  Lord,'*  Ame- 
lia replied,  ^'  why  you  make  this  declara- 
tion when  taking  Udve  /*' 
.  I  told  her  nearly  the  fame  I  had  (aid  to 
the  Baronefs  in  the  morning.  Amelia 
viewed  me  a  long  time  with  filent  aftonifh- 
^ent,  and  at  length  replied : 
...  J'  A  mifunderftanding,  a  mifunder- 
.(lapdingon  both  (ides!  very  ftraj,jge  ii\- 
dcedl"  flie  fliook  her  head  fmiling. 

"{My  dearcft  love,"  the  Baronefs  ex- 
.claiAed,   "  look  at  the   Duke,  how  he 
.watches  every  word  of  yours,  in  hop«  of 
receiving  an  anfwer,'* 
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Amelia  Teemed  to  hefitaie^'ifliat  to  fe^ 
ply ;  however,  after  a  fliort  filence,  laid 
to  xne  with  the  innate  dignity  of  m  nobtei 
generous  fnind :  ^  My  Lord,  if  yen  WMt 
to  have  a  confort,  then  I  muft  t>eg  j^mi  t6 
forget  me.  But  if  you  are  in  qiicft  of  a 
loving  hearv  then — "  added  (he  ia  a  lev 
accent,  and  with  crimfoning  clieeksf  ^  jrou 
have  found  it/' 

I  don't  know  what  I  replied^  tior  can  I 
feeolkfl  what  I  faid  afterwards;  forlrorii 
the  moment  fhe  had  pronounced  the  coiK 
felTion  of  her  reciprocal  love,  I  fhoii^ 
myfelf    tranfported     to    Panrtfifef    mlt 
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of  the  union  and  the  pleafure  of  th^  inha-* 
iidtants  of  the  heavenly  regions.  How  na- 
tural therefore,  if  we,  particulariy  in  the 
firfl  moments  of  enjoyment^  are  incapd-> 
ble  to  exprefs  fuch  fentiments  by  words* 
However,  my  faltering  accents,  my  con- 
fufed  expreffions,  and  my  incoherent  fen- 
tences,  feemed  nevertfaelefs  to  be  al  well 
underftood  by  Amelia,  as  if  (he  were  read- 
ing in  my  foul,  which  I  could  conclude 
from  her  words,  and  the  ftill  plainer 
fpeaking  play  of  her  mien.  Love  had 
diffufed  over  her  countenance  new  and 
unfpeakable  charms,  which  furrounded 
her  with  a  glory  that  made  her  appear  to 
me  a  more  than  mortal  being.  And  to 
be  beloved  by  her — that  blifs  would  have 
overpowered  me,  if  I  had  not  been  made 
acquainted  with  my  happinefs  in  me  morn- 
ing. 

Lady  Delier,  who  had  left  us  tp  our* 
felves  all  the  time,  interrupted  us  at  length* 
«*  Children!"  faid  fhe,  «  do  you  know 
that  it  is  not  far  from  eleven  o'clock?" 
I  ftarted  up  as  if  fome  grifly  fpeftre  had 
furprifed  me,  becaufe  I  recoUefted  the 
VnknQwn^  ^\c\tn  o'clock  btitv^  xi^a  tScwfe 
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>hen  I  bad  promifed  to  meet  him  at  tk 
place  of  rendezvous  at  a  confiderabk 
diftancc.  I  was  obliged  tptake  leftTeof 
Aijielia.  ., 

^  To  take  leave  I-^wi^bout  knoitjfg 
whetber  I  fiiould  ever  fee  her  again,  fori 
was  to  depart  the  next  mom  wi/ly  the 
xjiawn.  of  day.  .This  idea  overpowered 
me.  (b  much,  that  I  promifed  Amelia  and 
iny.felf  to  vifit  her  once  mojre  to-morrow 
before  my  departure.  Our  feparadon 
was,  neverthelefs,  fo  a(Hi8ing,  the  parting 
lon  both  fides  fo  difficult,  and  the  laft  adieu 
pronounced  with  quivering  lips.— AW  I 
Iccrct  prefenument  fcemc J  to  uhilt 
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Lady  Delier  did  not  long  remain  an 
idle  fpefiator,  exhorting  us  to  dedicate 
the  prefent  moment  to  joy,  and  to  yield  to 
our  grief  to-morrow,  tearing  the  Countefs 
from  my  -arms  and  wifhing  me  a  good 
night. 

I  Hopped  once  more  on  the  terrace,  fav 
the  two  ladies  retiring  to  a  grove  of  beech- 
trees,  and  AmeHa  turn  twice,  beckoning 
to  me.  My  tears  flowed  fluently,  my 
arms  w^cre  expanded  for  her,  the  darknefs 
of  the  night  concealed  her  from  my  wifli- 
ful  looks.  I  rufbed  mechanically  into 
the  flreet,and  arrived  at  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous without  knowing  how.  It  was  a 
lonely  fpot  covered  with  trees.  The 
Irifliman  foon  joined  me. 

"  My  time  is  Ihort,"  he  faid,  "  and  I 
have  to  tell  you  a  great  deal  ;  let  us  fit 
down."  So  faying  he  led  me  to  a  ftone 
bench  beneath  a  fpreading  oak,  and  we 
featcd  ourfelves. 

He  feemed  to  obferve  my  being  violent-, 
ly  agitated,  and  kept  a  long  and  folcmn 
filence  to  give  me  time  to  rcx:over. — "  I 
wifh,  my  dear  Duke !" — he  at  length  be- 
gaiij  ^^  that  you  may  not  exptdmot^VccyTOi 
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this  interview  than  I  ain  allowed  lo  give. 
I  muft  confine  myTclf  merely  to  ik 
theoretical  part  of  that  occult  fcieiice  to 
which  I  have  promifed  to  initiate  youafteti 
l)ie  time  of  probation  ftiall  be  finifbcd. 
However,  it  is  here  as  it  is  with  all  other 
fcicnccs ;  the  pupil  of  fcnfe  gucflcs  by 
the  theory,  what  he  raay  escpea  from  the 
praftical  part  of  the  fcicnce — as  a  painter 
beholds  in  a  fketch  the  pifturc  which  u 
to  be  drawn,  or  as  an  architeft  fees  in  ilic 
flan  drawn  on  the  paper  the  building 
"which  is  to  be  conftruHed;  be  therefore  fi^ 


f  igfied  with  what  I  dare  impart  to  you 
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cquired.  This  faculty  which^  if  clofelj 
rxamined,  bears  not  the  lead  refem- 
)lance  to  the  reft  of  oar  intelleClual 
>0¥rerR,  is  called  reafon*  The  idea  of  the 
whole  fenfible  world  offers  nothing  to  us 
hat  is  not  corporeal,  finite,  and  perifh- 
iblc.  However  the  territory  of  reafon 
3pens  to  us  a  profpeB  to  a  world  witb^ 
3iit  bounds,  and  of  an  eyerlafting  dfura- 
ion ;  difplays  to  us  a  kingdom  of  (pirttt 
i^hich  is  governed  by  one  InBnite  Spirit 
iifter  wife  and  facred  laws«  An  unknown 
irorld  of  which  we  had  not  the  moft 
diftant  notion,  of  which  fenfation  giye« 
us  not  the  leaft  hint,  and  for  which  oui* 
[cnfes  have  no  perception  nor  fcale,  opens 
to  our  view  when  our  reafon  begins  to 
unfold  itfelf.  You  fee,  therefore  what 
faculty  of  the  foul  muft  be  our  guide  in 
[>ur  prefent  inveftigation,  if  we  wifh  to 
penetrate,  by  means  of  it,  to  the  kingdom 
of  fpirits." 

•*  Reafon  r' 

**  Certainly !  there  is  no  other  choice 
left ;  and  therefore  let  us  learn  to  value 
and  to  ufe  this  light  that  illuminates  the 
iarknefs  in  which  every  obj^ft.  d\t«^^'«^ 
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from  the  eyes  of  mere  fenOtive  men^  ot  ;sC 
mod  appears  very  ^bjtun  to  them.  That 
man  whofe  rcafon  is  overdarkencd,  or 
difcompofed  by  fenfuality^  either  will  de* 
ny  the  exiftence  of  fpirits  and  our  rt!t- 
tion  to  thenij  or  attribute  to  them  the  ccm- 
iradiftory  fliape  which  his  difordercdiifit- 
gination  has  hatched  out,  like  the  blind* 
born,  who  denies  the  exiftcnce  of  colours 
as  ridiculous  and  abfurd,  or  if  he  be* 
lieves  the  unanimous  teftimony  of  thofc 
that  fce^  imagines  colours  to  bear  foflic 
refemblance  to  founds.  Unbelief  aiJ 
Xuperftition  afford  us  numberlefs  tnlUnca 
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fcied  I  was  convinced  of  the  impoflibility 
of  apparitions,  and  ever  fincc  I  got  ac- 
quainted with  you,  I  have  been  wavering 
between  unbelief  and  fuperftition.  It  was 
but  lately  that  I  refolved  to  poftpone  my 
judgment  on  thefe  fubje£ls,  till  I  fhould 
be  better  convinced,  and  this  conviftion 
I  expeft  of  you/* 

**  I  will  not  difappoint  your  hope  j  how- 
ever, I  mull  repeat  once  more  that  I  can 
lead  you  to  truth  by  no  other  road  but  that 
of  reafon  purified  from  all  fenfual  dregs. 
Yqu  will  find  it  difficult  to  purfue  that 
road,  and  it  will  be  no  eafy  ta(k  to  me  to 
guide  you.  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  avoid  all 
emblematic  language,  in  order  to  convey 
to  your  mind  thefe  fupcrfcnfiblc  notions 
in  their  natural  purity,  and  it  will  be  ne- 
cefTary  that  you  fhould  know  how  to  ap- 
ply the  abftrafteft  and  purcft  notions,  aU 
though  they  fliould  contradift  your  pre* 
fent  manner  of  perception." 

<^  I  fhall  at  Icaft  not  be  wanting  in  atten« 
tion  and  good-will." 

**  Firft  of  all,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 

agree   in   the   notion  of  what   is  called 

Jpiri/.     The  bed  method  o£  fex\Tv%  x!caX 
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notion  will  be  to  cxaaniiie  what  dm 
(pint  meanff  accorcUng;  to  the 
rules  of  languagr.  If  one*  fa3is,.iiian  i 
fiftsof  body  and  fpirittby  the  fofomi 
corporeal,  and  by  the  lafttev  9n  isctf-' 
poreal  being  is  underftoodk  We  hM% 
therefbie,  a  conunon  point  (ram  vkidi 
we  can  proceed  in  our  inveftig^iiiMU 
Spirit  is  oppofite  to  body.  In  this  pain( 
we  agree  according  to  the  moft.  gpnci^ 
meaning  and  ufc  of  the  word«" 

^*  I  do/' 

^^  Let   us    fee  what   follows   thence  V 
Every  iody  is  a  compounded,  extegdedi, 
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elucidate    my  argument.    Why  cam\ot 
two  bodies  exift  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
lame  fpace  ?  Becaufe  they  exclude  each 
other  on  account  of  their  extenfion  and 
impenetrability.     Two    bodies    muQ:)  of 
courfe,  occupy  two  different  places,  if 
exifting  at  the  fame  time ;  that  is,  every 
individual  body  muft  occupy  its  own  in- 
dividual place.  And  why  muft  every  body 
occupy  its  own  place  ?'* 

^^  Becaufe  of  its  expanfion  and  impe- 
netrability." 

"  \'eTy  well !  But  thefe  two  qualities 
cannot  appertain  to  a  fpirii,  and,  confc- 
quenily.  a  fpirit  can  occupy  no  place/* 
"  Tais  fcems  really  to  follnw.'* 
**  Tris   argument   can   aifo   be    flatcd 
thus :   «.    fpirii    hus.   «>  a    finiplc    being, 
neithrr  a  right  nor  a  icf*.  7it:!:r.cr  a  front 
nor  a^back  fide,  and  cjrifvqj'rr.ily  cai\ 
have  no  relation  fro7.  r,:  »:Jc  to  any  thing 
that  occupies  a  fpace.     The  conLlufion  il| 
very  palpable." 

^  Then  a  (piri;  could  occupy  no  roon 
in  the  vhule  material  vorld  ?*' 

'*  Would  yoj  perV-ip:-  afiS5n  :o  fv\r^; 
a  place  in  tLc  haruitr^l  >roi\d  :   \\c 
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could  you  imagine,  without  contradiOioiv 
that  fpacc  or  place  can  cxift  in  JuiS  m 
woild?  If  one  fpirit  docs  not  occupy 
a  room,  then  all  fpirits  together  caiioccupf 
none,  how  could  therefore  any  proponion 
cxid  among  them  with  relation  lo  fpace 
or  place  ?" 

**  I  comprehend  and  do  not  compn* 
hcnd  you.  You  want  to  convince  me  of 
the  poffibility  of  apparitions  of  fpiritj,  aad 
deny  the  exiftence  of  fpirits  ;  for  if  tbey 
do  occupy  no  place  eitlier  in  the  vifiblc 
or  invifible  world j  tt^bere  elfe  can  they 
cxift?*' 
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^*  I  have ;  for  I  am  well  aware  how  dif- 
ficult  it  is  to  abfirafl  from  material  ideas  ; 
however,  fince  they  cannot  be  applicable 
to  fpirits  we  mull  renounce  them,  elfe  we 
cannot  pals  over  the  bounds  of  the  ma- 
terial world.** 

"  I  intreat  you,  Hiermanfor,to  go  on!" 
"  From  our  inveftigation  we  have  learnt, 
as  yet,  nothing  farther  than  what  a  fpirit 
is  nofj  and  what  attributes  cannoi  be  af- 
cribed  to  it.  We  now  muft  endeavour  to 
ilate  what  real  qualities  conftitute  the  na- 
ture of  fpirits.  One  of  them  we  have  al- 
ready touched  upon ;  I  mean,  independ- 
ence on  the  laws  of  phyfical  nature,  or 
arbitrary  choice.  A  fecond  quality  prefles 
upon  us,  namely  the  faculty  of  perception^ 
which  our  (oy^X  is  endowed  with  like  all 
other  fpirits.  And  now  we  are  enabled 
to  form  a  notion  of  fpirits,  which,  how- 
ever imperfeft  it  be,  yet  is  determined  :  a 
fpirit  is  a  fimple  being,  endowed  with  ar- 
bitrary choice^  and  lh.c  faculty  of  perception. 
Don't  you  think  that  this  definition  an- 
fwers  the  common  manner  of  fpeaking." 
"  An  additional  proof  of  its  fitnefs.'* 
Vol.  III.  D  ^^\\^ 
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«^  In  the  fame  manner  in  which  the 
body  evinces  its  exiftence,  by  the  mate* 
rial  effeft  it  produces  in  the  room,  the 
fpirit  likewife  proves  its  exiftence  by  the 
manifeftation  of  its  faculty  of  perception 
and  of  free  will.  However  evident  and 
generally  received  this  propofition  is,  yet 
it  is  mifapplied  very  frequently;  for  it  is, 
according  to  my  premifes,  abfolutely  fidfe, 
and  nothing  elfe  but  a  kind  of  optic  illu* 
fion,  if  we  imagine  our  foul  to  be  inclofed 
in  the  human  body,  nay  even  in  fome 
particular  place  of  it.  This  illufion  may 
be  oppofed  by  any  other:  there  arc  di- 
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will  fuppofe  that  your  fpirit  is  inclofed 
by  the  walls  of  Amelia's  diftant  habita- 
tion^  where  your  whole  foul,  with  all  her 
fentimentsand  ideas,  is,  as  it  were,  tranf- 
located  to;  fo  your  fpirit  can  alfo  not 
be  fuppofed  to  be  inclofed  in  your  body, 
which  feems  to  be  its  common  refidence. 
No,  no,  my  Lord,  that  cannot  be  !  the 
bonds  of  fpace  can  never  fetter  an  imma- 
terial  being  to  a  material  one/' 

"  This  is  indeed  the  natural  conclufion 
which  flows  from  your  premifes;  but  by 
wbal  bonds  (houldj  then  the  communion 
between  body  and  foul  be  preferved  ?" 

**  Your  queftion  refers  to  a  faft,  the 
anfwer  to  it,  confequently,  belongs  to  the 
pra£lical  part  of  this  philofophy.  Yet 
(added  the  Irifhman,  after  fome  reflec- 
tions) I  can  give  you  a  hint  upon  that 
head,  which  will  throw  fome  light  upon  it: 
Every  fubftance,  confequently  the  body 
too,  muft  poflefs  an  internal  aftivity,  that 
is  the  inviflble  caufe  of  its  external  ac- 
tions, which  are  vifible  in  the  fpace.  This 
internal  principle  of  the  body,  afts  upon 
the  fpirit  in  the  fame  manner  itiv^VvOcvx^^ 
fp/rjt  a&s  upon  this  prmciT^\e.  Sov\  "wx^ 
D   2  ^  -^ 
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body,  confequently,  cannot  a€k  upon  each 
other  immediatefyj  but  only  by  means  of 
this  principle.  As  all  material  being^ 
concretively  taken,  compofe  a  great  to- 
tum,  which  is  called  the  phyfical  worid, 
fo  the  concrete  of  all  immaterial  beings 
compofes  what  we  call  the  immaterial 
world.  It  follows  from  the  antecedent, 
that  the  order,  regularity,  and  unioD 
which  are  feen  in  the  former  worlds  are 
entirely  different  from  the  order,  regu- 
larity, and  union  which  prevails  ia  die 
latter  world.      All  material  beings  are 
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pend  on  the  different  degrees  of  their  wif- 
dom  and  virtue,  and  according  to  the 
fimilarity  or  difference  of  their  manner  of 
thinking,  and  of  their  fentiments,  they 
are  nearer  each  other,  or  more  diftant 
from  one  another;  that  is,  they  harmo- 
nize, or  difharmonize.  Man  belongs,  by 
virtue  of  his  body  and  foul,  to  both  of 
thefe  worlds,  and,  confequently,  is  con- 
nected with  the  material  and  immaterial 
world.  It  may  therefore  happen,  that 
the  fame  perfon  who  afts  an  important 
part  on  earth,  in  virtue  of  his  phyfical 
or  political  fituation,  occupies  at  the 
fame  time  the  loweft  degree  among  the 
fuperterreftrial  beings  ;  that  the  foul  of  a 
body  whofe  beauty  charms  every  eye  here 
below,  is  an  indifferent,  or  a  contempt- 
ible objeQin  the  fpiritual  world;  that  the, 
foul  of  an  inhabitant  of  Saturn,  and  that 
of  an  inhabitant  of  the  earth,  with  regard 
to  their  fpiritual  communion,  are  often- 
times, nearer  neighbours  than  the  fouls  of 
ihofe  whofe  abode  is  beneath  the  fame 
roof." 

"  This  is  very  plain  T* 

D  3  ^^  't^w^ 
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"  The  human  foul,  of  courfe,  is  ad- 
ready,  in  this  life,  connefled  with  the 
members  of  the  invlGble  world,  and  this 
connexion  is  lading  and  effential,  while 
that  with  the  body  is  accidental  andtran- 
fient.  However  a  union  of  fubftanceif 
that  is,  of  a6tive  natures,  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  cxift  without  a  reciprocal  influ- 
ence ;  confequently  the  human  foul  mull 
have  an  cfFc£live  influence  upon  the  fpi- 
1  its  to  whom  (he  is  linked,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fpiritual  world  muft  a&  reci- 
procally on  our  foul.  But  why  arc  wc 
not  equally  fenfible  of  thefe  recipix>cal 
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the  body,  or  ab(tra£led  from  material  ob- 
je£ls,  is  fo  effcntial,  that  the  ideas  of  the 
former  kind  cannot  come  in  connexion 
with  thofe  of  the  latter;  for  which  reafon 
we  have  either  no  notion  at  all  of  them, 
or,  at  moft,  a  very  obfcure  one;  how- 
ever, we  become  plainly  confcious  of  them 
as  foon  as  the  union  of  the  foul  and  its 
corporeal  organ  ceafes," 

*'  This,  Hiermanfor,  feems,  in  fome 
meafure  to  be  the  cafe  when  we  are  fleep- 
ing,  and  the  fenfitive  organs  are  retting 
from  their  occupations.  Should  therefore 
thofe  philofophers  of  antiquity,  who  have 
believed  that  in  our  dreams  we  are  ca- 
pable of  being  influenced  by  fuperior  be- 
ing, and  of  receiving  fupernatural  infpi- 
rations,  be  miftaken  ?*' 

"  There  is,  certainly,  fome'  truth  in 
this  remark.  I  muft,  however  ,  obferve, 
that  we  do  not  poffefs  that  capacity  when 
dreaming,  but  when  we  are  faft  afleep. 
It  is  commonly  thought  that  we  have  only 
obfcure  notions  in  the  latter  ftate,  and 
this  opinion  arifes  from  our  not  recoUeft- 
ing  them  when  we  awake;  however,  on 
what  ground  can  one  CQUcVud^  \yiti^^\o\a. 
D  4  ^^ 
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that  they  have  not  been  clear  while  we 
^vere  fleeping  ?  Such  ideas,  perhaps,  may 
be  clearer  and  more  extenfive,  than  even 
the  moft  perfpicuous  when  we  are  awake^ 
becaufe  the  aQivity  of  our  foul  is  neither 
modified  nor  confined  by  any  thing  what- 
ever, the  fenfitive  organs  being  intirely 
at  reft.  However,  this  very  reft  of  our 
fenfitive  organs,  is  the  caufe  which  pre- 
vents the  re-produ6tion  of  thefe  ideas  when 
wc  are  awake,  our  deeping  body  having  no 
fhare  in  them, and,  confequently,  being def- 
titutc  of  its  concomitant  notion  of  them; 
ihcy,   of  courfe,  remain  infulated  in  our 
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fenfes,  whereby  a  ftrange,  and  fometim^s 
ridiculous  mixture  is  engendered,  which 
we  partly  recolleft  when  we  awake." 

''  You  have,  as  yet,  proved  only  the 
probability  of  clear  notions  during  our 
being  faft  afleep  ;  could  you  itot  alfo 
prove  their  reality  ?" 

**  Certainly !  however  thefe  arguments 
do  hot  belong  to  the  theoretical  part  of 
our  philofophy.  Yet  I  muft  beg  of  you 
to  recolleft,  en  paflant,  the  adions  of 
fome  no6iambulos,  who  .  fometimes,  dur« 
ing  the  profoundeft  fleep,  Ihow  more 
underftanding  than  at  any  other  time, 
but  cannot  recolleft  thofe  aftions  when 
awake  ?" 

<«  This  is  true ! "  I  exclaimed,  "  this 
throws  an  aftonifliing^  light  upon  this 
matter." 

.  "  Yet  not  only  while  aflcep,"  the  Irifli- 
man  continued,  **  but  alfo  when  awake, 
many  people  can  be  capable  of  having  a 
clear  notion  of  their  conneftion  with  the 
fpiritual  world,  and  the  influence  of  fpi- 
rits  upon  them.  Yet  the  eflential  dif- 
ference which  exifts  between  the  notions 
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oi/pirits  and  thofe  of  men  is  a  great  impcT 
dimcnt,  vhich^  however,  is  not  at  all  m^ 
furmountable.  It  is  true  that  man  cajv 
not  have  an  immediate  notion  of  thofc  fpi- 
ritual  ideas,  becaufe  of  the  co-operatioi 
of  his  corporeal  organs;  however  they 
can,  in  virtue  of  ibc  law  of  the  affocia- 
lion  of  ideas,  produce  in  the  human  roiud 
tliofe  images  which  are  related  to  themj 
and  confequendy  procreate  analogical  re* 
prefentations  of  our  fenfes,  which,  aK 
thou[;h  ihcy  are  not  the  fpiritual  a&iofil 
ihcmfclves,  yet  are  their  fymbols,'* 
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mixing  human  qualities?  In  that  manner 
ideas,  which  have  been  imparted  to  us  by 
fpiritual  influence,  may  drefs  themfelves 
in  the  fymbols  of  that  language  which  is 
common  to  us,  and  the  prefence  of  a  fpi- 
rit  which  we  perceive,  aflume  the  image 
of  a  human  Jhape — witnefs  the  late  appari« 

(ion  of  your  tutor. Thus  the  theory 

of  all  fupernatural  infpirations  and  vifions^ 
is  afcertained;  confequently  the  appari* 
tions  of  fpirits  have  that  in  common  with 
our  dreams,  that  they  reprefent  to  us  ef- 
fefts  which  are  produced  within  ourfelves, 
as  if  happening  without  ourfelves -,  how- 
ever, at  the  fame  time,  they  diflFer  fronx 
them  with  refpeft  to  their  being  really 
founded  upon  an  effe£lfrom^/Vi(?^/,a  fpi* 
ritual  influence.  However  this  influence 
cannot  reveal  itfelf  to  our  confcioufnefs 
immediately,  but  only  by  means  of  affo- 
ciated  images  of  our  fancy,  which  attain 
the  vivacity  of  objefts  really  perceived. 
You  fee,  therefore,  what  an  effcntial  dif- 
ference there  is  between  the  phantoms 
of  our  dreams,  and  the  apparitions  of  1^1- 
rits.  But  here  is  the  boundary  oi^  vu-'^^^*i  • 
The  criterion  whereby  appanlvoris  ^  W^ 
D  6  ^^* 
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rits,  in  every  particular  cafe^  can  be  dif- 
tinguinied  with  certainty,  from  vain  phan^ 
tom£,  and  fuper natural  infpiradons  from 
natural  ideas,  and  the  means  of  effe^ng 
apparitions^  and  of  obtaining  afliEancc 
and  inftru£Uons  from  fpiriiual  beingi; 
fchefe  and  feveral  more  things  belong  to 
the  praSical  part  of  the  occult  philo- 
fuphy. 

^  Here  my  Lord,  I  muft  conclude  for 
the  prefent,  and  drop  the  curtain.  Strefl 
of  time  obligefi  me  to  abbreviate  my  dif- 
courfe  on  a  fubjeft  which  would  not  be 
exhauftcd  in  many  days;  however  I  may 
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iliyfteries  of  the  praClical  part  of  this  phi- 
lofophy.  However,  I  muft  tell  you,  that 
no  monal  who  has  not  fandified  himfelf 
by  bridling  his  fenfitive  nature,  and  pu^ 
rifying  his  fpiritual  faculties,  can  be  ad- 
mitted to  diat  fan&uary.  Are  you  re- 
folvedto  do  this?" 

^  I  am,  put  me  to  the  teft  1" 
^  Then  depart  with  the  firft  dawn  of 
day  for  M a**id,  without  taking  leave  of 
the  Countefs/' 

The  IriQiman^  could  not  have  chofen  a 
feverer  trial,  nor  demanded  a  greater  fa- 
crifice.  The  combat  which  I  had  to 
fight  with  my  hearty  before  I  could  come 
to  a  refolution,  was  (hort  but  dreadful. — 
I  promifed  the  Irifliman  to  execute  his 
will. 

"Welir  faidhe,  «  then  hear  what 
meafures  you  are  to  take.  As  foon  a» 
you  (hall  be  arrived  at  Ma**id  you  muft, 
without  delay,  wait  upon  the  Prime  Mi- 
nifter,  01iv**cz,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Suma*ez,  but  take  care  not  to  dif- 
cover  your  political  views  to  either  of 
them;   pretend  that  you  intend  to  fta^ 
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of  amufement.  Repeat  your  vifits  till 
you  have  gained  their  confidence*  Your 
winning  demeanor,  my  Lord,  and  your 
intimate  conneflion  with  Vafcon*ellos 
will  render  this  conquefteafy.— Fartwelly 
at  Ma**id  we  fhall  meet  again !" 

We  parted.  The  Irifliman  returned 
once  more.  "  Your  manner  of  life  while 
at  Ma**id,"  faid  he,  "  will  require  great 
cxpences,  and  you  muft  be  well  provided 
with  money.  I  have  taken  care  that  you 
fhall  be  well  fupplied  with  that  needful 
article.  You  will  find  in  your  apartmenC 
a  fum  which  you  may  difpolc  oi  at  plea-  ' 
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the  conquering  fuperiority  of  his  foul,  fo 
I  was  now  confirmed  in  it  by  the  applaufe 
of  my  reafon.  Nay,  if  the  Irifliman 
(hould  now  have  offered  to  break  off  ail 
connexion  with  me,  I  fhould  have  court- 
ed his  friend  (hip,  fo  much  had  I  been 
charmed  by  the  profound  wifdom  of  his 
difcourfe.  Not  the  lead  veftige  of  mif- 
truft  againft  his  fecret  power  was  left  in 
my  foul,  and  the  very  regard  for  philo* 
fophy  which  but  lately  had  prejudiced 
me  againft  him,  was  now  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  bonds  that  chained  me  to  him. — 
How  agreeably  was  I  furprifed  to  find  in 
Reafon  herfelf,  whom  I  formerly  had 
thought  to  be  the  principal  adverfary  of 
the  belief  in  miracles,  the  moft  convinc- 
ing arguments  for  the  fame,  and  to  have 
been  conquered  with  the  fame  weapons 
which  I  had  been  fighting  with  againft  the 
Irifhman,  without  having  the  leaft  rea- 
fon to  reproach  him  with  having  had  re- 
courfe  to  any  ftratagem  whatever.  The 
franknefs  and  the  Ilrength  of  argument 
which  diftinguifhed  every  ftep  of  his.  phi- 
iofophical   inftru£lion,   were   to   me  the 
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juftncfs  of  the  refult.  If  he  had  deli- 
vered  his  arguments  in  a  flowery  and 
myfterious  language,  fuppoited  by  the 
charms  of  declamation,  then  I  fliould  cer- 
tainly  have  fufpefted  them ;  however  he 
had  made  ufe  of  the  cool,  fimple,  and 
clear  language  of  reafon,  di veiled  of  all 
fophiftical  artifices;  ftarted  from  princi- 
ples which  are  generally  received,  drew 
no  conclufions  to  which  he  was  not  enti*> 
tied  by  his  premifes,  combated  errors  and 
prejudices  upon  which  he  could  have 
founded  furreptitious  conclufions;  nsy, 
it  appeared  as  if  he,  unmindful  of  wlnt 
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ftate  of  mind,  and  reminded  me  by  his 
rays,  that  it  was  time  to  fet  off. 

I  made^  without  delay,  the  requifite  pre* 
pa  rations,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
ftepped  in  my  carriage.  I  looked  once 
more  back  to  the  fpot  where  Amelia  re- 
dded, and  drove  through  the  city-gate. 

At  the  firft  ftage  I  wrota  to  her  that  an 
unforefeen  important  accident  had  forced 
roc  to  fet  out  on  my  journey  fo  early  in  the 
morning  that  it  would  have  been  unbecom* 
ing  to  pay  her  the  promifed  farewell  vifitj 
I  vowed  to  return  on  pinions  of  love,  as 
foon  as  my  bulinefs  at  M****d  ihould  be 
fettled.  I  painted  with  lively  colours  all 
the  pains  of  feparation,  and  all  the  ten* 
dernefs  of  an  affli&ed  heart,  in  order  to 
convince  Amelia,  that  I  had  been  forced 
by  ftem  neceffity  to  depart  without  feeing 
her  once  more.  Alas  !  the  farther  the 
rolling  carriage  removed  me  from  the 
dear  objeft  of  my  love,  the  more  I  grew 
fenlible  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  facrifice 
which  I  had  made  to  the  IriChman.  I 
examined  my  letters  and  papers  in  order 
to  divert  my  gloomy  thoughts,  and  found 
one  wore  copy  of  a  letter  from  tVe  \nScv:- 
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man  which  I  had  not  yet  dccyphcrel 
The  following  is  the  refult  of  my  en- 
deavours to  unfold  its  contents  : 


*  My  Lord, 


I 


*  My    defigns   on    Miguel   had   verf 

*  near  been  ruined  by  the  lofs  of  his  life  i 

*  and  in  fome  meafure  1  myfclf  have  been 

*  the  caufe  of  his  having  been  hurried  tofl 

*  the    brink   of    deflrufliion.      But   mfho 

*  could    have   fore  fee  n    fuch    an    evcfttl  ■ 

*  With  the   leave   of  your  Excellency,  ll 
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^  ceived.  As  foon  as  I  had  been  inform- 
'  ed  of  this  defirable  change,  I  followed 
^  Miguel  with  the  reft  of  my  people,  hav- 

*  ing  previoufly  ordered  the  valet  of  the 

*  Countefs  to  write  three  days  after  to  the 

*  Duke,  that  the  Countefs  was  dead — and 
'  in  a  few  days  later,  that  I  had  recalled 

*  her  to  life.    At  the  fame  time  I  requefted 

*  him  to  defire  his  difmiffion  from  Ame- 

*  lia  and  to  follow  me,  becaufe  I  wanted 

*  his  afliftance  in  the  execution  of  my  de- 

*  figns.     The  view  I  had  in  commanding 

*  him  to  inform  the  Duke  of  Amelia's  pre- 
«  tended  death  was  to  convince  myfelf  by 

*  the  manner  in  which  he  ftiould  receive 

*  that  intelligence,  whether  his  love  to  the 

*  Countefs  had  been  only  a  tranfient  at- 

*  tachment,  or  whether  his  paflion  for  her 

*  was  of  a  more  ferious  nature,  and  what 

*  degree  it  had  attained.     I  need  not  ex- 

*  plain  to  your  Excellency,  how  neceffary 

*  this  knowledge  was  to  me.     The  fecond 

*  commiffion  had  no  other  aim,  than  to 

*  pour  balfam  in  Miguel's  wound,  and  at 

*  the  fame  time,  to  make  me  appear  to  him 
<  a  miracle-working  being,  and  his  and 
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Amelia's  friend  i  whereby  1  cxpeaedti) 
gain  his  confidence- 
*  I  purfued  my  road  with  fo  much 
fpeed,  that  I  overtook  Miguel  before  he 
had  finifhed  one  half  of  his  journeyjaud 
joined  my  people,  who  preceded  me* 
As  foon  as  the  Duke  had  arrived  at  the 
place  of  his  dedination^  and  we  along 
with  him^  I  quartered  my  people  in  dif- 
ferent places  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 
was  fur  rounded  by  them  from  all  Cdef* 
1  took  a  convenient  houfe  in  the  fuburbl 
for  myfelf,  in  order  to  efcape  his  looks 
with  greater  fafety. 
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hours  roaming  about,  had  flopped  not  far 
from  hence,  at  the  banks  of  a  river^ 
where  he  was  walking  up  and  down,  ab* 
forbed  in  profound  reverie. 

^  Soon  after  a  fecond  meflenger  told 
me,  Miguel  had  plunged  into |  the  river,, 
but  one  of  his  comrades  who  had  watch* 
ed  him  narrowly,  and  leapt  after  him^ 
had  faved  him,  and  was  going  to  carry 
him  to  my  houfe.  A  few  minutes  after, 
Miguel  was  brought  by  fome  of  my 
people.  He  refembled  a  corpfe,  the 
palpitation  of  his  pulfe  was  fcarcely 
perceptible,  and  he  was  entirely  bereft 
of  his  recolleftion.  I  ordered  him  in- 
ftantly  to  be  carried  to  a  fpacious  empty 
vault,  and  while  fome  of  my  men  endea- 
voured to  reftore  him  to  the  ufe  of  his 
fenfes,  I  was  making  preparations  to 
chaftife  him  feverely  when  he  fhould 
have  recovered  from  hk  ftupor. 

*  As  foon  as  my  fervants  perceived  that 
he  was  recovering,  I  ordered  him  to  be 
cariied  into  the  middle  of  the  vault,  and 
placed  myfelf  in  deep  difguife  oppofitc. 
him  at  a  confiderable  diftance^  makvu^^ 
£goaI  to  thok  who  vere  pTtt^i^x  ^^  "^^ 
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'tire  to  an  adjoining  apartment,  and  (^ 

*  take  the  candles  with  them.     No  fooiter 

*  was  every  thing  in  order,  than  I  per- 

*  ccivcd  by  a  deep  groaD  of  Miguel,  thai 
« he   had   recovered    his   rccolleftion,— 

*  His  Rate  of  mind  when  awaking,  maft 

*  have  been  very  ftrange.     His  rccollcc^ 
?  tion    told  him,    that   he   had    plunged 

*  into  the    river,   in    a    place  where  he 

*  faw  nobody  prefent,  and  now  he  awoke 

*  in    a    dry,   empty,  and   fpacious   dirk 

*  room  :  he  muft  have  fancied  he  awoke ia 

*  another  world;  and  (his  idea  feemi  to 

*  have  thrilled  him  with  ils  acuteft  pua- 
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near  an  aperture  in  the  wall,  and  enve- 
loped with  flax,  and  wetted  with  fpirit  of 
wine,  which  fpread  a  faint  light  through 
the  fpacious  vault.  The  aftonifhment 
which  Miguel  was  feized  w]th,  when 
looking  all  around  and  feeing  nothing 
but  a  man  wrapt  in  a  fcarlet  cloak,  fur-  ^ 
pafles  all  powers  of  defcription.  His 
anxiety  encreafed  when  he  faw  me  daring 
at  him  without  replying  a  word  to  his 
queftions,  and  heard  one  of  my  people 
exclaim,  in  a  doleful  accent,  woe !  woe ! 
woe  !  When  I,  at  laft,  ftepped  forth  and 
made  myfelf  known  to  him,  he  proftrated 
himfelf,  as  if  in  the  prefence  of  a  fupe- 
rior  being.  I  read  him  a  fevere  lefture 
on  his  ralh  deed,  and  at  the  fame  time 
endeavoured  to  roufe  his  ambition  for 
the  fervice  of  his  country,  in  which 
I  fucceeded.  A  foft  mu(ic  began  at 
once  in  the  adjoining  chamber,  on  a 
fignal  which  I  made  to  my  people.  The 
melodious  ftrains  of  a  harp  ai[id  a  flute 
were  accompanied  by  the  fweet  notes  of 
an  harmonious  voice,  which  announced 
to  the  aftonifl>ed  Miguel  that  A.mt\\aL 
wsis  alive.      His  rapture  botdei^di  ow 
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frenzy*  1  ordered  him  lo  be  fikntf 
blind-folded  him  and  delivered  him  lo 
the  care  of  a  fervant^  \4^hom  I  fccrctly 
ordered  to  conduS  him  lo  his  hotel,  and 
to  return  no  anfwer  to  his  que  (lions. 
My  deputy  acquitted  himfelf  extrcmdy 
well  of  his  truft.  He  led  him  lilenily  ta 
his  hotel,  and  when  Miguel  turned  ro\ind 
the  corner  of  the  houfe,  unfaftened  ibe 
bandage  which  btind-folded  his  eyes,  and 
concealed  himfelf  in  a  houfe^  the  door  «f 
which  was  open»  Miguel  muft  have 
been  ftrangely  Gtuatedi  when  after  a 
few  fteps  the  bandage  dropped  frc^nhis 
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*  ful  fcrvant,  he  left  her  clandeftincly.     He 

*  ihali  fmart  for  this  inconfiderate  a&ion. 

'I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpcft, 
« &c.  &c.  Sec: 

As  far  as  this  letter  informed  me  that 
no  fuperior  power  had  had  a  fhare  in  the 
^bpve  mentioned  adventure,  it  contained 
nothing  that  was  new  to  me,  for  the  Irilh- 
pian  himfelf  had  not  concealed  from  me, 
that  all  the  wonderful  adventures  which 
had  happened  to  me  before  Palefki's  con- 
feffion  had  been  the  effc6t  of  illufion ; 
however  it  was  important  to  me  to  learn 
Zi^w,  and  by  what  artifices  I  had  been  de- 
ceived.    I    cannot  but  confefs  that  this 
natural  explanation   of   the  whole  affair 
excited  my  aftoniftiment  at  the  Irifliman, 
not  lefs  than  thofe  adventures  had  fur-  . 
prifed  me  at  the  time  when  I   believed 
him  to  be  a  fupernatural  being,  and  that  I 
ardently  wifhcd  to  have  cleared  up  feveral 
other  events  of  that  epocha  which  I  could 
not  unriddle. 

Soon  after  my  arrival   at  M****d,  I 
went  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  miuvdcx.     W.^ 
received,  me  very  kindly,  and  d\^cowxV<A 

Vol.  III.  E  ^\>on 
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above  an  hour  ^ith  me,  although  he  vu 
fo  overcharged  with  ftate-afFairs  that  lio 
ftranger  could  get  accefs  to  him.  I  wai 
not  lefs  fuccefsful  with  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  whofe  favour  I  ingratiated  my- 
lelf  fo  much  in  the  courfe  of  half  an  hour, 
that  he  profeiTed  himfelf  extremely  happy 
for  having  got  acquainted  -•'with  me. 
Both  of  them  invited  me  to  vifit  them 
frequently  during  my  ftay  at  ^[••••di  M 
invitation  which  I  took  care  to  make  die 
bell  ufe  of. 

I  perceived  foon  with  aftonifliment  and 
tl 
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Sum**ez,  and  the  friendfliip  of  Sum**ez. 
to  01iva*ez.  The  two  Secretaries  of  State 
were  the  chief  adminiftrators  of  the  go- 
vernment; Sum**ez  in  the  council  of 
Port»»'l,  at  Ma***d,  and  Vafcon*ellos  in 
the  council  of  Rate  at  Lisbon,  and  confe- 
quently  were  the  vice-tyrants  of  my  na- 
tive country,  who  jointly  executed  the 
deligns  of  Oliv**ez,  who  in  the  name  of 
the  King  of  Sp**n  was  at  the  helm  of  def- 
potifm. 

That  the  Irifiiman  had  very  well  calcu- 
lated thefe  concatenations,  will  appear  by 
the  fubfequent  plan  which  he  founded 
upon  them.  I  had  wrote  to  Amelia,  and 
Lady  Delicr,  as  foon  as  I  had  arrived  at 
M****d,  and  now  received  an  anfwer 
from  both  of  them.  Every  line  of  the 
former  breathed  heavenly  love  and  kind- 
nefs;  the  tender  and  amiable  fentiments 
of  her  foul,  purified  by  the  trials  of  mif- 
fortunes,  were  palpably  difplayed  in 
her  letter,  as  in  an  unfpotted  mirror.  O ! 
how  many  a  time  did  I  kifs,  read,  and  re- 
perufeit,  till  at  length,  what  a  fweet  delu- 
fion  of  my  enraptured  imaginatioul  I  ^^xv- 
cjcd  I  (iw  the  amiable  writer  b^loie  tol^. 
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and  heard  from  her  lips  the  words  whirh 
vere  written  un  the  papcr,*^ 

The  following  palTige  in  Lady  Dclters 
letter  Itruck  me  particularly:  '  I  neilhcr 
^  have  read  Amelia's  letter,  nor  has  (bt 

*  read  mine;    however,   if  flie  hai^  beta 

*  fincere,  (he  will  have  wrote  to  you  many 

*  fond  things  J  as  I  can  guefs  hy  her  gric£ 

*  at  your  departure,  atid  by  the  warmiii 
'  with    which  flie  is   animated  when  flie 

*  (peaks  of  you.     1    think  that  Amelias 

*  rcfolutjon  not  to  marrv   ^gaiii  will  be 

*  dropt>  as  foon   as  the  murderer  of  htt 

*  hue  Lord  ceafcs  to  live,  if  not  fooner*.! 
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*  fible,  in  order  to  gladden  our  hearts  by 

*  a  fpeedy  return.* 

With  regard  to  the  latter  point  I  wrote 
to  Amelia  :  '  My  affairs  make  a  rapid  and 

*  fuccefsful  progrefs,  and  I  (hall  foon  fee 

*  your  Ladyftiip  again.  See  Amelia  again! 

*  What  happinefs  do  thefe  words  imply ! 
'  Heavens,  how  great  would  my  felicity 

*  be  if  I  conftantly  could  fix  my  eyes  on 

*  the  lovelieft  of  women !     How  fuperla- 

*  tively  happy  fliould  I  be  if  I  were  Arae- 
^  lia's  brother,  in  order  that  I  could  be 

*  conftantly  about  her,  and  ipeak  to  her; 

*  or  her  flave,  that  I  could  breathe  under 
'  the  fame  roof  with  her,  follow  her  every 

*  where,  and  anticipate  every  wink  and 

*  every  wifh  of  hers.' 

I  had  been  about  three  weeks  at  Ma- 
d**'d  when  I  vilitcd  the  miniltcr  one  even- 
ing, and  found  him  in  company  with  a 
perfon  who,  by  his  dre fs,  appeared  to  be 
a  man  of  rank.  He  feenied  to  be  very 
old  and  infirm,  but  conceive  my  aftonifh- 
ment,  when,  on  approaching  nearer,  I 
fancied  I  difcerned  the  features  of  the 
Irifliman,  though  every  x.\\\t\^  ^\fe  n^'^^ 
fo  entirely  changed,  that  Vv^  ^.^^^'W^^v 

E  3 
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be  quite  a  different  perfon ;  a  "wig  cover- 
ed  his  head,  his  dark  eye-brows  were 
changed  into  grey,  hiscomple£lion  yellow- 
ifli,  his  voice  weak,  and  frequently  inter* 
rupted  by  a  heflic  cough.  The  minifter. 
jnct  me  with  the  words: ."  My  Lord  Dukei 
I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  to  your 
C^race  the  Marchefe  Ricieri,  who  lately 
is  returned  from  a  journey  through  your 
native  country."  The  Marchefe  rofc  with 
difiiculty,  as  it  appeared,  from  his  feati 
i\nd  after  reciprocal  civilities,  and  a  fliort 
convcrl'ation,  took  his  leave. 
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On  my  way  to  the  hotel,  fomebody  tap* 
ped  me  on  the  (houlder,  and  a  well-known 
voice  faid,  *'  I  am  glad  to  fee  your  Grace 
well.*"  I  turned  round  and  the  Irifhman 
ftood  before  me,  drefled  in  black,  and 
vrapt  in  a  fcarlet  cloak.  I  was  feized 
with  aftonifhment.  *'  I  give  you  joy,  my 
Lord;"  faid  he  in  a  friendly  accent,  '*  how 
do  your  affairs  go  on  ?"  "  Extremely 
well !"  1  replied,  adding  after  fome  hefi- 
tation,  "  will  you  go  with  me  to  my  ho- 
tel ?"     He  acccepted  my  invitation. 

'*.Be  fo  kind,'*  faid  he  when  we  were 
arrived  at  my  apartment,  "  to  take  care 
that  we  are  not  interrupted,   nor  over-j 
heard!"    This  preamble  made  me  expcft 
to  hear  important  matters,  and  I  was  not 
deceived.     Having  communicated  to  him 
how  I  had  fucceedcd  with  Oliva*ez,  and 
Suma*ez,  he  approved  my  diligence  and 
difcretion,  adding,  "   it  is    now  time  to 
come  nearer  to  the  point.     I  am  going 
to    entrufl:    you  with   two   commiffions, 
both  of  which  are  equally  important." 
"  Let  mc  hear  what  I  am  to  do !" 
*^  Firft  of  all  you  muft  endeavour  to 
pmmpt  the  minifter  to  pubWQ^  ^  to^^ 
^  E  4  ^  ^^\^ 
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edift,  by  which  the  Pon****e  nobility 
arc  ordered,  under  the  penahy  of  luEiig 
their  cftatcs^  to  enter  iiHo  the  fnilttary 
Tcrvice  of  Sp**n*" 

**  Good  God,  what  do  you  mean  bv 
ihatr 

*"■  Then,"  be  added,  without  notidog 
my  exclamation,  **  you  miiil  advifi:  the 
miniftcrto  feizt;  the  pctfon  of  the  Duke 
of  Brag**za." 

1  flared  at  the  Irifhman.  «  Thea  ite 
revariition  is  to  be  given  up  I**  faid  I, 
after  a  paufe  of  anxious  aUoni(hment 

^^  Not  at  all,  it  rather  is  to  be  promoted 
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enormous  lofs  of  its  pofle (lions  abroad, 
vhich  it  has  fufFered  during  the  fubjc£lion 
to  Sp**n,  the  interior  (late  of  the  empire 
is  deplorable  beyond  defcription.  The 
King  of  Sp**n  looks  upon  your  country 
as  a  conquered  province,  and  takes  the 
greateft  pains  to  exhauft  it  entirely,  in  or- 
der to  keep  it  in  inaftivity  with  more 
eafe ;'  the  royal  revenues  of  Port***l  are 
either  diftributed  among  the  favourites  of 
the  King,  or  mortgaged;  more  than  300 
gallies,  and  2000  cannons  have  been  car- 
ried to  Sp**n;  the  nobility  are  injured  by 
the  mod  unjuft  demands;  the  clergy  mud 
fee  their  benefices  in  the  pofleflion  of  fo- 
reigners ;  the  people  ar^  beggared  by 
enormous  taxes — in  ftiort  matters  have 
almod  been  carried  to  the  highed  pitch. 
So  much  the  better,  for  this  is  a  (ign  that 
our  undertaking  is  ripe  for  execution. 
Let  us  drain  the  dringsa  little  more,  and 
they  mud  break." 

'*  And  what  then?"  faid  I  with  ardour. 

**  General  commotion,  and  at  the  fame 

time  univerfal  confufion  will  be  the  con- 

fequence;  and  it  is  very  obvious  that  tints 

'my  country  will  not  regain iu\\\>^\V>j^\s>\\. 
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rather  be  plunged  in  a  more  oppreffivt 
ftate  of  flavery.  If  the  people  arc  not 
fupported  by  the  nobility,  and  both  parties 
not  united  under  one  common  head,  the 
furious  unbridled  populace  will  rage  \iU 
the  Sp***fh  goads  fliall  have  reduced  them 
again  to  obedience." 

"  You  have  divined  my  moft  fecret 
thoughts,"  the  Irifhman  replied.  1  was 
as  if  dropt  from  the  clouds.  «  Then  I 
have  entirely  mifconftrued  your  words," 
I  replied,  '^  1  am  to  endeavour  to  obcaio. 
an  ediQ  in  virtue  of  which  the  Port***^it 
i:iobility  are  to  be  bound  to  enter  in  the 
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**  Heaven  forbid  your  ifs  flxould  be 
realized  !** 

**  But  why  the  preparations  for  it?  In- 
deed I  do  not  comprehend  you." 

**  You  foon  lhall;  only  fufFer  me  to  go 
on.     The  people  mull    be  fupported  by 
the  acceffion  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
and  all  parties  guided  by  a  common  leader; 
xhus   far  you  are  pcrfeQly  right :  and  in 
order  to  efFeft  that  purpofe  every  prepara- 
tion has  been  made,  and  the  general  com- 
motion will  be  effeftcd  in  a  harmonious 
and  regular  manner,  if  tver  it  can  be  ef- 
fefted.      But,    deareft   Duke,   you  look 
upon  what  may  happen  as  already  exift- 
ing.     I  was  faying  juft  now,  that  matters 
have  almofi  been  carried   to   the   higheft 
pitch  !  one  moment  of  rafhnefs  may  ruin 
the  moil  prudent  plan.     It  is  true,  that 
the  people  and  the  clergy  are  waiting  anx- 
ioufly  for  the  fignal  of  a  revolution  ;  libv- 
ever  the  nobility  are  not  fufEciently  ex- 
afperated.     Once  already  have  they  been 
ordered  to^nter  into  the  fervice  of  Sp**n 
again  ft   the   Cata**nians ;   however  they 
were   fatisfied    to    evince    their  difplea- 
fare  filently,  by  obeying  the  edi6l  relufl- 
E  6  ^^^^ 
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antly  and  negligently.  If  in  this  fimatjoa 
of  affairs  that  edift  Ihould  be  rcncwcdi 
and  the  tranfgreffors  punifhcd  by  ifte  fti* 
zurc  of  their  e Hates,  their  refcntmem, 
which  is  burning  under  the  embers,  will 
foon  burft  out  into  a  blaze  ;  then  all  the 
ftatcs  of  the  empire  will  be  equally  pm^ 
voked,  and  it  ^ill  be  feafonablc  for  the 
Duke  of  Bra***za  to  give  the  fignal  for 
a  general  commotion,*' 

"  But  is  not  this  very  Duke  to  be  fciicd 
and  imprifoned? ' 

^*  Neither  is  he  to  be  feizcd,  nor  arc 
the  PQrt****ze  nobility  to  enter  into  the 
Spa^'fh  fervice,  hut  both  parties  arc  to 
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«^  A  rafli  rcfoliition  is  not  always  the 
firmeft,  nor  is  a  precipitate  deed  always 
the  beft.  And  befides,  the  undertaking 
of  the  Duke  of  Bra***za  is  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  he  rilks  nothing  Icfs  than  his 
own  and  his  family's  welfare ;  it  requires 
therefore  a  more  mature  confideration  ?*' 
^  But  if  he  fhould  flinch  back !" 

«  His 

that  he  had  formed  the  defign  to  feize  the  King  of 
Sp**n  when  he  (lopped  at  his  palace  at  Vi^^ciofa,  on 
his  joorncy  to  Li*bon,  and  not  to  fet  him  at  liberty 
till  he  (hould  have  renounced  to  him  the  crown  of  Por- 
***aL  His  friends  reprefented  to  him  how  impoffible 
it  would  be  to  accompli (h  this  dcfign ;  however  he 
coald  not  be  perfuaded  to  dedd  from  all  farther  at- 
tempts of  getting  pofreffion  of  the  fceptrc  of  Por***aI, 
and  hb  people  were  frequently  inftigated  by  him  to 
qaarrel  with  the  King's  Officers  at  Lifbon,  on  which 
occafion  the  populace  evinced  clearly  how  ftrong  their 
attachment  to  the  family  of  Bra***za  was.  But  mat- 
ters were  never  pu(hcd  any  farther,  the  proper  time 
when  the  crown  of  Por***al  (hould  be  reftbred  to  its 
lawful  po(ri  (Tors  being  not  yet  arrived.  The  old  Duke 
was  fo  much  grieved  at  his  unfuccefsful  attempt,  that 
at  length  his  reafon  was  diiordi^red.  He  fpoke  coa- 
ftantly  of  war  and  arms,  and  ordered  his  family,  on 
his  deathbed,  to  bury  him  with  Royal  pomp,  which 
was  a^ually  done>  though  in  fecret. 
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«(  His  retreat  muft  be  entirely  cut  off) 
and  this  is  to  be  effcaed  by  the  execu- 
tion of  the  fecond  conimiflion  which  I 
have  given  you." 

"  How  am  I  to  underftand  this  ?" 
^<  You  think  this  meafure  would  be  too 
harfli  and  violent,  however  it  is  npt  a 
mere  arbitrary  artifice,  but  adapted  to 
the  fituation  in  which  the  -Duke  of  Bra- 
♦**za  is  at  prefent.  The  minifter  of 
Sp**n  is  not  ignorant  of  the  fermenia* 
tions  in  Po****al,  and  fufpe&in^  the 
Duke  to  be  the  chief  fource  of  them,  his 
principal  attention  is  direQed  to  him.*— 
But  \sfhat  could  Uliva^ez  have  aitemmc^ 
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of  fo  much  importance.  Soon  after  the 
minifter  found  another  opportunity  of 
laying  a  new  fnare.  The  King  of  Sp»*ii 
having  rcfolved  to  chaftife  the  rebellious 
Catal'^nians  in  perfon,*  the  Duke  was 
very  civilly  invited  to  accompany  him 
in  the  field ;  but  he  begged  to  be  ex- 
cufed,  alledging  that  this  would  be  at- 
tended with  great  expences^  and  that  his 
finances  were  very  low.  However  Oli- 
va**z  was  not  difcouraged  by  this  refufal, 
and  has  lately  made  a  third  attempt.  A 
rumour  having  been  fpread  all  over  the 
country,  that  a  Fre*ch  fleet  was  approach- 
ing the  coafts  of  Po****al,  probably  with 
a  view  to  make  a  defcent,  01iva*z  con- 
ferred upon  the  Duke  analmoll  unlimited 
power  to  make  the  requifite  prepamtions 
againft  the  impending  invaiion,  and particu^ 
larlyto  review  all  the  ports,  to  fortify  and 
to  garrifonthem.  Meanwhile  the  Sp*'i(h 
Admiral,  Don  Lopez  Ox»»co  had  re- 
ceived fecret  orders  to  carry  his  fleet  to 
a  port  where  the  Duke  ftiould  be,  to  in- 
vite him  to  review  it,  and  when  he  fliould 
have  feized  him,  to  fail  with  his  prifoner 
to  Sp**n.     This  plan  was  however  rea- 
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dcred  abortive  by  a  dreadful  ftorm,  v>iich 
difperfed  the  fleet,  and  forced  the  Admi-  1  - 
ral  to  defift  from  his  defign  of  vifiting  tk 
Port***"ze  pons.  No  new  attempt  ha« 
been  made  fincc,  and  the  minifter  is  fi* 
lemly  hatching  other  artifices.  Yet  thii 
calm  is,  without  comparifon,  more  dread- 
ful than  all  the  attempts  which  have  been 
made.  I  know  that  he  has  an  emiflary  in 
Port***!,  ^vho  watches  fecrctly  every  ftq> 
of  the  Duke  *^  whofe  liberty  and  life  arc 
in  imminent  danger.  The  ruin  of  tbc 
head  of  the  confpiracy  would  be  a  mor- 
tal blow  to  the  whole  revolutionary  f^ 
cicty ;  even  the  imprifonmcni  of  the  Duke 
would  unnerve  the  hands  of  the  confpi^ 
rators.  If,  therefore,  the  revolution  is  to 
take   place,    the  Duke  muft   be   fecurcd 
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in  the  ufual  way,  and  to  eiFcQ  this  will 
be  in  your  power.  Nay,  you  yourfelf 
muft  frame  and  direfl  the  defigns  upon 
the  Duke." 

*'  I  fear,"  faid  I  to  the  Irifhman,  "  you 
expe£t  more  from-my  feeble  exertions  than 
I  fhall  be  able  to  perform." 

**  Hear  firft  my  plan  !  You  are  to  go, 
the  day  after  to-morrow,  to  01iva*cz,and 
to  inform  him  that  you  have  received  in- 
telligence of  the  commotions  in  Por- 
«»tal— " 

*^  Befides,"  I  interrupted  him,  "  Oli- 
va*ez  has  told  me.  to-day  that  he  has  re- 
ceived an  account  of  thefe  commotions 
from  a  certain  Marchefe  Ricieri,  who  is 
returned  from  his  travels  through  Por- 
♦**al." 

'^  So  much  the  better !"  he  replied, 
•without  returning  my  inquifitive  look,  or 
changing  his  countenance  at  the  name 
Ricieri,  *'  fo  much  the  better !  then  you 
have  a  prefaccr,  to  whofe  introdutUon 
you  can  link  your  difcourfe.  Tell,  there- 
fore, the  minifter,  that  the  letter  which 
you  have  received  from  Por***al  makes 
it  very  plain  to  you,  wVvy  \h^  XivsL^wt  \a^ 
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declined  all  the  invitations  which  tbe 
court  had  given  him.  Oliva^ez  will  rc- 
queft  you  to  explain  thefe  words,  and 
then  you  muft  reply,  that  you  furped  the 
Duke  of  Brag**za  to  avoid  ihe  ndgh- 
bourhood  of  the  Court,  becaufe  he  ii 
fenfible  he  has  deferved  the  refentmedt 
of  the  King  by  his  difloyalty.  At  the 
fame  time  you  muft  add,  that  you  are  veiy 
lorry  to  be  obliged  to  declare  againft  b 
near  a  relation  as  the  Duke  ^  that,  hov^ 
ever,  the  voice  of  your  confcienct.faat 
more  weight  with  you  than'  that  of  COB- 
fanguinity,  and    that  your  allegiance  ttf 
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fcquences.  Approve  of  the  means  which 
the  wifdom  of  his  policy  has  already 
adopted  as  the  fafeft,  by  which  the  Duke 
ought  to  be  perfecuted  till  no  farther 
evafion  fhould  be  left  for  him.  Oliva- 
*ez  will  dcfire  you  to  give  him  your  opi- 
nion more  at  large,  and  then  you  muft 
addrefs  him  to  the  following  purpofe  2— 
**  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  ought  to  in- 
form the  Duke  of  the  misfortune  which 
has  befallen  the  fleet,  and  to  charge  him^ 
under  the  pretext  that  this  had  rendered 
the  fituation  of  the  empire  very  perilous, 
with  the  commiflion  to  infped  all  the 
ftrong  places  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  for- 
tify them  where  he  fhall  think  it  requifite. 
At  the  fame  time  you  will  do  well  to  or- 
der  all  the  commanders  of  the  fortified 
towns  to  fcize  the  Duke  as  fecretly  as  pof- 
fible.  In  order  to  prevent  any  evafions 
under  the  pretext  of  want  of  money,  you 
mull  fend  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fum 
fufficient  for  defraying  the  expences  of 
his  journey.*' 

*'  But  fuppofc,"  faid  I,  "  this  propofal 
(hould  be  accepted,  how  could  the  Duke 
of  Bnig**za  efcape  the  fnat^Y' 
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fpent  in  amufements  and  diverfionS)  hov 
could  you,  therefore,  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  capable  of  paying  any  attention  to 
deep  laid  intrigues  of  ftate  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, the  minifter  is  no  ftranger  to  your 
father's  fidelity  to  the  King  of  Sp**in, 
and  of  the  fecret  hatred  which  your  h- 
mily  harbours  againft  the  Duke  of  Bn- 
g**za ;  how  could,  therefore,  your  i»o- 
pofal  appear  to  him  otherwife  than  natii- 
raland  fincere?  Yotir  friendOiip  forVc- 
las^^os  alone  would  be  fufiBcicnt  to  ouJm 
him  believe  fo/* 

^^  I  need  not  to  remind  you^"  midtt 
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tend  to  furprife  him  in  an  agreeable  man- 
ner, by  an  oral  account,  when  the  whole 
affair  fhall  be  happily  concluded." 

Before^  he  took  leave,  he  enjoined 
me  to  be  circumfpeft,  courageous,  and 
aftive. 

I  cannot  fay  whether  it  was  owing  to 
the  execution  of  this  advice,  to  the 
facility  of  the  tafk,  or  to  fevourable  acci- 
dents, that  I  carried  my  point  without 
difficulty.      The  minifter   approved   my 

plan;  the  Duke  of  B a  received  the 

above  mentioned  order  along  with  40,000 
ducats,  and  the  edi6l  concerning  the  no- 
bility was  renewed.     However,  the  Duke 

of  B a  again  efcaped  the  fnare.     He 

did,  indeed,  execute  the  orders  of  the 
Sp***(h  court,  travelled  all  over  Por**- 
*♦!,  and  obferved  every  where  how  the 
people  were  devoted  to  him ;  the  money 
he  had  received,  and*  the  power  that  was 
entrufled  to  him,  enabled  him  to  gain 
lYiany  friends,  and  he  entered  the  fortified 
towns. fo  well  efcorted,  that  none  of  the 
Sp***fli  governors  dared  to  feize  him. 

The  Irifliman  who  gave  me  this  infor- 
mauoup  provided  me  at  <bt  ^wcl^  VOTsft. 
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yfiih  iDftm£lions  how  to  a&if  the  miiufia 
(hould  complain  of  the  mifcaniage.ofmy 
plan,   which  foon  happened.      01ivE*cs 
acquainted  me  very  peeviflily,  with  tbe 
bad  fuccefs  of  our  undertaking.     ^  We 
may  yet  carry  our  point,"  I  replied^  after 
fome  refle£iion>  with  Teeming  unconcern. 
''  If  you  wilh  to  purfue  your  plan,  yp» 
may  eafily  lay  a  new  fnare  for  him,  {tqpi 
which  the  Duke  will  not  be  able  to  eztn^. 
cate  himfelf.     You  have  the  bed  oppw^ 
tunity  of  fending  him  an  order  to.rqpait 
to  Mad**d,   and  to  make  to  his  Majefty 
an  oral  report  of  the  ftate  of  Port»**l." 
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fortunate  as  to  guide  the  minifter  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  every  obftacle  ,was  re- 
moved at  laft,  and  the  Duke  received 
6000  ducats  for  defraying  the  expences  of 
his  journey. 

*'  Now,"  faid  the  Irifliman  to  me,  "  the 
Duke  will  find  it  impoflibie  to  fhift  any 
4onger9  and  either  muft  repair  to  Mad**d, 
%hich  he  will  take  care  not  to  do,  or  give 
the  fignal  for  the  revolution.  Your  bufi- 
nefs,  my  Lord,  is  finiflied,  and  notliing 
further  will  be  required  of  you  than  the 
ftriCleft  fccrecy.  When  your  country 
will  be  free,  we  fliall  meet  again,  and  then 
you  may  expeft  to  fee  all  my  promifcs 
accompliflicd.'* 

I  thanked  him,  and  when  he  was  going 
to  leave  me,  afked  him,  "  how  docs  our 
royal  hermit  do  ?'' 

*'  He is  well,   and  you  fhall  hear 

from  him  as  foon  as  the  Duke  of  E a 

fliall  have  difpofTeffed  the  King  of  Sp— n 
of  the  throne  of  P — t 1." 

"But  my  old  friend '' 

*'  Will  foon  prefs  you  again  to  his  bo- 
fom." 

«  And  Amelia?" 
r  Vol.  III.  Y  '  ^^^ 
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w  Confidering  the  terms  on  which  yok 
already  are  with  her,  you  will  liot  be  ia 
want  of  the  affiftance  of  my  power."  So 
faying,  he  took  a  friendly  leave  of  me. 

It  was  indeed  high  time  that  the  Irifto 
man  rcleafed  me  from  my  engagemeiiti 
for  my  day  at  Mad— d  began  to  grow  ex- 
tremely irkfome  to  me.  An  irrefiftible 
power  urged  me  to  return  to  her  who  had 
inthralled  me  with  magic  bonds.  My 
reparation  from  her,  and  the  letters  I  re- 
ceived from  the  dear  woman,  had  heated 
my  pafTion  to  the  higheft  degree.  Hot 
Icacrs,  breathing  nothinii  but  lendcrncfi 
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ttoni  for  my  Feturn  to  her  wiihom  appri- 
fing  heuof  it ;  h(>^vever,  my  foul  preceded 
thefc  preparations^  and  only  the  lelTer 
part  of  it  was  remaining  at  Mad — d;  no 
wonder,  therefore,  that  the  leuers  of  my 
father,  and  the  Marquis  of  Ferei*a,  which 
recalled  me  to  Port-— 1,  had  no  efFe£l 
upon  me. 

^  I  cannot  divine,"  the  Marquis  wrot# 
to  me,  *  what  may  have  induced  your  fa- 

*  ther  to  return  this  year  to  the  capital 
^  much  earlier  than  ufual.     However,  I 

*  can  tell  you  that  you  will  fcarcely  know 
'  him    again   when    you    fliall    fee    him. 

*  Ever  iincc  he  pretends  to  have  feen  the 
^  ghoft  of  Count  Santcval,  he  is  changed 

*  moft  wonderfully.  He  is  in  a  ftate  of 
^  utter  apathy,  gloomy  and  refervcd,  and 

*  I  may  truly  fay,  fuperftitious.  He 
^  avoids,  fince  his  late  illnefs,  as  much 
<  as    decency    will    petmnit,    all   conver- 

*  fation,  even  mine.  There  is  but  one 
^  perfon  who  lias  free  accefs  to  him,  and 

*  fecms  to  have  poffeflfcd  himfelf  entirely* 
'*  of  his  confidence.  Let  me  give  yoti  a 
.*  dcfcription  of  that  man. 

:..  F  «   '  ^\x$» 

7'.  /  ./'  ^  ' 
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« Imagine  to  yourfelf  an  eldetly 

<  above  the  middle  fize,  with  a  long,  dun 
<face,  a  yellow  complexion,  a  ftrongljr 
^  furrowed  brow,  hollow,  fmall,  and  xed 
^  eyes,    and     flaring,    almoft    deadened 

<  features,  which,  when  he  fmilet,  change 

<  into  a  kind  of  grinning.     This  phyfiog- 

<  nomy,  of  which  no  faithful  verbal  det 

<  cription  can  be  given,  and  which  htf 

*  been   (lamped  in  a  moft  unfavourable 

<  manner  by   nature's  forming  hand,  is 

*  foftened  by  an  affefted  air  of  piety ;  hcvw- 

*  ever,  if  examined  minutely  and  nanov- 
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father  can  converfe  with  him,  if  I  did 
not  know  that  he  has  been  blinded  by 
his  hypocrify  and  devout  difcourfes. 
That  man  (he  calls  himfelf  Alumbrado) 
pretends  to  be  regenerated,  and  talks  a 
great  deal  of  the  gifts  of  fupernatural 
light.  Your  father,  who  takes  for  fter- 
ling  truth  whatever  comes  from  his  lips, 
feems  to  be  more  charmed  with  him 
every  day.  O  haften,  ray  friend,  to  de- 
liver your  father  from  this  ignoble,  and, 
as  I  fear,  dangerous  enchantment.  I 
think  that  an  emotion  like  that  which 
the  fight  of  you,  after  folonga  feparation, 
muft  caufc  in  the  mind  of  your  father  will 
be  neceifary  to  roufe  him  from  his 
apathy,  &c.  &c.  &c.* 


My  fituation  rendered  this  letter,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  ineffeftual.  The 
apprehenfions  of  the  Marquis  appeared 
to  me  exaggerated;  his  unfavourable  judg-^ 
ment  of  Alumbrado,  originating  from 
phyfiognomical  reafons  unjuft,  and  un> 
charitable,  and  my  father  old  and  fenfible 
enough  to  fee  and  avoid  the  danger,  if 
any  fliould  be  exifting*    1  de^xa^^d  vVi^  \^r 

F  J  VM\\ 
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turn  to  tbe  Countcfis  much  more  prcffiiig 
than  the  journey  to  P — *— 1,  look  leave  of 
Oliva'zand  Suma*ez,  afluriag  ihcm  (hat 
the  a  Hair  concerning  the  Duke  of  B-^**! 
had  been  puflicd  to  a  point  where  it  foon 
would  come  to  a  crifis  vltboui  our  aBtft- 
ancc.  They  were  of  the  fame  opinion, 
and  difmifT^d  me  la  a  very  obliging  mail- 
net. 

I  had  already  made  every  preparsittQil 
for  fcuing  out  the  next  morning,  wbcfi  i 
letter  from  Amelia  and  Lady  DeUcr  de- 
feated my  defign-  The  former  infomied 
me  that  a  preffing  leitcr  from  her  unclCi 
who  \tfa&  on  the  hrmk  of  f^f^rniiv^  ttndd^ 
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pyt^  fmbibe  them !  how  did  the  fight  of 
them  recall  to  my  enraptured  bofom  all 
tfaofe  fweet  emotions  which  the  prefence 
of  the  original  had  formerly  excited  in 
jny  breaft. 

This  foftened  the  blow  which  repelled 
me  fo  fuddenly  from  the  port  of  happinefs 
ivhich  I  fancied  I  had  almoft  reached* 
Alas !  this  blow  inflifted  a  deep  wound 
on  my  heart,  which  at  once  found  all  the 
fweet  prcfentiments  of  meeting  again 
changed  into  the  namclefs  throbs  of  a  iiew 
feparation.  However,  the  fight  of  the 
pifture  reprefenting  to  me  the  abfent  dar- 
ling of  my  heart,  and  the  fecret  meaning 
.of  that  gift  gave  me  fome  comfort,  and  in- 
fpired  me  with  new  hopes.  Who  elfe  but 
.my  Amelia,  could  have  fent  me  that  pre- 
sent ?  Her  letter  did,  indeed,  contain  only 
a  few  didant  hints,  and  the  pifture  was 
.  enclofed  in  that  of  Lady  Delier  ;  yel 
.this  did  not  mifguide  me,  for  I  was  too 
well  acquainted  with  Amelia's  delicacy. 
I  refolved  now  to  return  to  my  father, 
and  to  prepare  him  for  my  union  with 
the  Countcfs* 

F  4  laaed 
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I  aflcd  wifely  in  furprifing  him  by  my 
fudden  arrival,  for  otherwifc  he  woiildy 
probably,  not  have  received  me  with  that 
kindnefs  to  which  my  unexpected  appear- 
ance impelled  him.  No  fooner  were  thte- 
firft  moments  of  mutual  fondnefs  paft, 
when  he  faid,  with  apparent  coldnefsi 
**  the  world  muft  have  had  very  irrefiftl- 
ble  charms  for  you  ?" 

*'  The  charms  of  novelty,  my  ddir 
fifjicr." 

"It  muft  have  been  very  painful  t6 
you  to  return  to  your  paternal  hoole; 
ifor  it  feems  you  had  almoft  forgot  your 
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regard  to  the  latter,  I  told  him  that  im- 
portant  family  affairs  had  called  him  from 
me  unexpe6ledly. 

My  father  appeared  then  not  to  be  in  a 
favourable  difpofition  for  liftening  to  an 
account  of  my  conneftion  with  the 
Countefs,  and  how  (Irongly  foeverthe  im- 
pulfe  of  my  heart  preffed  me  to  fpeak  on 
that  fubjeft,  yet  prudence  advifed  me  to 
wait  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 
The  following  morning  appeared  to  me 
propitious  for  that  purpofc.  My  father 
was  very  cheerful,  and  I  contrived  being 
furprifed  by  him  with  Amelia's  pi£lure 
in  my  hand. 

"  What  have  you  there  ?*'  he  alked 
me. 

"  The  pifture  of  the  Dowager 
Countefs  of  Clairval." 

"  How  far  is  fhe  related  to  your  tra- 
'Veiling  companion  ?'* 

•*.  She  was  married  to  his  brother." 
'  "  So  young,  and  already  a  widow  ?*• 
faid  he,  looking  at  the  pi6ture ;  ^^  I  (hould 
liave  miftaken  it  for  the  pidure  of  a  girl 
of  feventeen  years.  However, the  painters 
arc  ufe^JLo^|bM|^^ 
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«  I  affure  you,  the  original  poflefles 
immberlefs  charms  which  have  efcaped 
the  artift/' 

"  Then  the  Countefs  mull  be  extreme- 
ly handfome." 

"  She  is  an  angel.*' 

**  The  face  is  more  interefling  than 
handfome.*' 

'*  Handfome  and  intercfting  to  an  high 
degree." 

*'  You  are  in  love  with  her.** 

«  My  father—" 

*'  I  fhould  be  very  forry  at  it." 

"  P\)r  what  reafon  ?"  I  afked,  thunder- 
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^  Not  at  all!  but  the  amiable   cha- 
rader  of  the  Countcfs — " 

"  The  charafter  of  the  Princefs  is  with- 
out blame.     My  dear  fon,  confider  the 
.fplendor  and   the  honour  which  our  fa*  • 
mily   would  derive    from  that  alliance* 
Confider  that  you  will  render  me  happy 
by  that  union.     When  you,  by  my  defire^ 
broke  off  your  connedion  with  a  certain 
Barbis,  you  revived  my  hope  of  feeing 
.you  allied  to  the  family  of  L**** ;  do  not 
thwart  my  plan  by  a  new  love,  do  not 
crofs  my  fondeft  wiflies.     You  are,  in- 
deed, your  own  mailer,  and  may  chufc 
for  yourfelf ;  you  muft,  however,  not  ex- 
pert my  confent  and  a  father's  blefTrng,  if 
you  do  not  marry  the  Princefs  of  L****. 
.  I  am  fenfible  that  it  will  give  you  pain  to 
renounce  the  Countefs,  and  for  that  reafon 
.will  not  prefs  your  farther  at  prefent,     I 
fliall  not  defire  you  to  come  to  a  refolu- 
lution  before  the  end  of  feven. weeks. 
Till  then,  do  not  mention  a  word  about 
the  matter." 

Seeing  tliat  I  was  going  to  reply,  he 
took  me  by  the  hand.     "  Be  a  man,"  faid 
he,  ^^  who  knows  how  to  cgnqjxsiv  yivcwvW 
F  6  ^^^\o\v^ 
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paflions.  Gain  my  regard  as  you  llave 
gained  my  afFeftion.  My  life  is  joylefs, 
do  not  make  me  hate  it.  My  dear  fon,  I 
have  facrificed  much  for  you,  facrifice 
now  in  return  a  little  for  your  father  T*  So 
faying,  he  left  me. 

O !  why  did  he  requeft  me  in  JmA  t 
manner  to  make  him  a  facrifice  whick 
would  have  rendered  me  miferablet  I 
wifhed  then  the  firft  time  in  my  life  tto 
he  had  fpoken  to  me  in  a  menacing,  ifo- 
mineering,  or  only  in  a  harfli  tone,  then  I 
fhotild  have  had  a  pretext  for  refifling 
him  and  enforcing   my  own  will-      But 
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I  looked  around  with  weeping  eyes  lA 
fearch  of  a  perfon  to  whom  I  could  uik 
'  bofom  my  ftraitened  heart..    I  went  to  the 
Marquis  of  Ferei*a.* 

I  had  not  informed  him  of  my  return  ; 
he  uttered  a  fcream  of  joy  when  he  faw 
me  enter  his  apartment.  However,  his 
fatisfaftion  at  my  return  made  room  to 
forrow,  when  I  acquainted  him  with  my 
deplorable  (ituation.  "  Yes,  my  friend  l*" 
faid  he,  after  he  had  viewed  me  fome 
minutes  with  looks  of  pity,  "  if  it  is  in 
your  power  to  fubdue  that  paflion,  then 
let  me  implore  you — " 

<*  Don't  finilh  that  fentencc  !"  I  inter- 
rupted him,   '*  it  is  impoflible  !"• 

«Mf  that  is  the  cafe,  then  only  two 
ways  are  left  to  you  to  attain  the  confeirt 
of  your  father  ;  one  of  which  is  tedious 
and  rugged,  but  ftraight." 

««  Name  it !" 

«*  You  muft  endeavour  to  w^Jt  upon 
the  nerves  of  the  paternal  bear^  in  fuch  a 

manner,  . 

*  Here  have  I  expanded  »  pi^re  which  tbe  painter 
has  drawa  of  me^  with  too  much  paitialtty.  . 
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manner,  that  his  afFe£lion  for  you  gets  the 
belter  of  his  ambition.'* 

"  And  the  fecond — " 

<Ms  a  bye-road  vhich  witl  lead  you 
foon  and  fafcly  to  the  inark**^ferpents 
are,  however,  lurking  on  tlut  road)  and 
tygers  lying  in  ambufh — " 

*'  Dont'tnameit!" 

«^  I  will  name  it,  in  order  to  cautioD 
you  againft  it«*it  is  called— *Aluinbrado. 
O  my  friend  !'*  Squeezing  my  hand  afiec- 
tionately,  ^  go  take  the  ftraighteft  road." 

"  That  I  will,  you  have  given  me  a 
very  bad  charafter  oi  that  Aluaibrado.*' 
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•*  O!  if  you  could  do  it!  But  be  on 
your  guard,  left  he  whom  you  are  going 
to  draw  out  of  the  pit,  drag  you  after 
him  into  the  abyfs/' 

I  promifed  it,  and  he  clafped  me  in  his 
arms. 

Previous  to  my  departure  from  P 1, 

I  had  promifed  the  Marquis  to  keep  a 
journal,  and  to  infert  the  moft  remarkable 
incidents/ which  I  wa;s  to  communicate  to 
him  after  rxiy  return.  He  enquired  now 
after  that  journal. 

<^  It  abounds  with  remarkable  inci- 
dents," I  replied,  '^  and  you  will  leara 
(Irange, things  on  perufing  it :  I  have  not 
mentioned  a  fyllable  of  them  in  my  let- 
ters to  you,  in  order  to  furprife  you. 
However,  you  muft  curb  your  curiofity 
till  I  fhall  have  arranged  my  papers/* 

The  Marquis  confented  to  my  re« 
queft. 

"  My  noble  friend!  you  will  forgive 
jne  that  artifice.  It  was  a  mere  pretext^ 
in  order  to  ftay  your  curiofity  till  the  re- 
volution fliould  have  taken  place ;  for  I 
had  promifed  the  Irifliman  to  obfcrvq 
thjs  ftri^eft  .filence  till;  theft. .  It  was  jxq 
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feemcd  to  confirm  this  conjefturc,  Vaf- 
concel*os  had  left  his  caftle  fuddenly  and 
crofled  the  river  Ta*o,  a  circumftance 
that  juftly  had  raifed  the  fufpicion  of  his 
having  difcovered  the  plot  through  one 
of  his  numberlefs  fpies,  and  inftantly  made 
preparations  for  feizing  the  confpirators. 
However,  this  apprehenfion  was  refuted 
that  very  night.  Vafconcel*os  had  only 
been  at  a  feaft,  and  returned  late  at  night 
in  high  fpirits,  and  preceded  by  a  band  of 
xnuficians,  not  fufpcding  that  he  would  be 
a  dead  man  at  that  hour  the  following 
night.  I  myfclf  did  not  imagine  that  the 
revolution  would  break  out  fo  foon,  al- 
though I  knew  that  event  to  be  drawing 
near.  The  day  following,  (December  1, 
1640)  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
confpirators  repaired  in  fmall  4ivit'ions 
from  all  parts  of  the  town  to  the  Ducal 
Palace,  partly  on  horfeback,  and  partly 
on  foot,  but  mod  of  them  in  coaches  or 
chairs,  in  order  to  conceal  their  arms. 
The  number  of  noblemen,  moft  of  whom 
were  the  chiefs  of  their  families,  amounted 
to  fifty,  and  that  of  the  citizens  to  two 
hundred.    As  foon  as  it  had  &imc\l  ^\^x. 
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by    the  cloclc    of  tbe  cathedral,  flaw 
Jlib**ri>f  one  of  the  Duke's  privy  coujy 
fellorsy  gave  the  la  It  Tignal  for  the  attack  j 
^by    Bring  a  pillol,  and   ihc  confpiraAon 
-marched  to  the  difFereni  places  of  ikir   ' 
-deftination. 

Pinto  Rib^*ro  repaired  with  hi&  iroop 
3LQ  the  palace  of  Valcoa'cllos^  who  wu 
fo  little  prepared  for  the  unexpcdcd  at> 
iick,  that  he  fcarcely  could  get  lime  l« 
Conceal  himfelf  in  a  cheft.  However  be 
wa^  dilcovered,  faluied  with  a  piftol  Sbpk 
^{tabbed  wich  a  number  of  poniard^  and 
thrown  out  of  the  window  amid  ihe  load 
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The  Archbifhop  of  Bra^a^  who  was  with 
.her,  and  as  a  near  relation  of  Vafconccl***, 
had  alfo  been  doomed  to  deftruQion,  was 
laved  with  great  difficulty  from  Uie  fury 
of  the  conrpirators  by  the  intcrceffion  of 
Miguel  d'Al'eida.  The  Vice -Queen 
turned  to  the  confpirators  when  they 
ruflied  into  her  apartment,  declaring  that 
Vafconcc^Ios  had  deferved  their  hatred^ 
.but  that  they  would  be  treated  as  rcbeU 
If  they  (liould  proceed  a  ftcp  farther.  She 
however  was  told,  that  fo  many  nobles 
had  not  alTemblcd  merely  on  account  of 
a  wretch  who  ought  to  jiave  been  exe- 
cuted by  the  public  hangman,  but  in  or- 
der to  reftore  the  crown  to  the  Duke  of 

Bra za,  who  was  the  lawful  owner  of 

it.  The  Vice- Queen  began  to  talk  of 
the  power  which  fhe  had  been  entrufted 
with  by  the  King  of  Spa*n.  The  reply 
was,  that  no  one  could  be  acknowledged 

as  King  but  John,  Duke  of  B a.    She 

now  offered  to  run  out  of  the  apartment 
in  order  to  implore  the  affiftance  of  the 
people ;  however  fome  of  the  noblemen 
flopped  her,  telling  her  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  fuffer  her  to  ap^^x  \>^Cox^  ^ 
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people  vho  had  been  opprefTcd  many 
years/  and  were  highly  exafpcraied,^- 
*«  And  what  could  the  people  do  to  me?' 
(he  faid  with  fcornftil  looks-  **  Nothing 
clfe  but  throw  your  Highnefs  out  of  the 
window;"  one  of  the  noblemen  replied. 
The  Archbifliop  of  Bra*a  was  fo  mudl 
,  cxafperatcd  at  this  fpeechj  that  he  fcizcd 
'ta  fword  in  order  to  avenge  the  Vice- 
'Queen.  Ahnei*a  however  embraced  and 
*entrcated  him  to  re  tire  j  bccaufc  he  had 
'had  great  difficulty  to  perfuadc  the  coo* 
fpirators  to  fpare  his  life.  This  difco- 
Tery  di farmed  at  once   tlie   xcal  of  tbt 
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■r.     However  the  commander  of  the 

.ftlc,  who  did  not  dare   to  defend  him- 

^^If,  executed  her  order  literally,  and  thus 

"^^e  town  was  freed  of  all  fear.     It  is  al^ 

^Xioft  incredible  how  quickly  and   eafily 

the  four  troops  of  the  confederates  took 

the  polls  allotted   to    them,  and   gained 

their  aim.      But  much  more  aftonifhing 

is  the  readinefs  and  the   quicknefs  with 

which  not  only  the  whole  kingdom,  but 

alfo  all  foreign  fettlements  followed  the 

example  of  the  capital.     The  revolution 

no  fooner  had  begun  tlian  it  was  accom- 

plifhed.     It  is  the  only  one  in  its  kind, 

and  a  fimilar  one  never  will  happen.-^ 

The   execution  of  it  proves    with    how 

much  wifdom  it  has  been  defigned  and 

conducted. 

It  was,  however,  like  a  fudden  clap  of 
thunder  to  my  father,  and  affefled  him 
vith  redoubled  force,  becaufc  it  hap- 
pened fo  unexpectedly.  The  flow  rifing 
of  the  temped,  the  filent  brewing  on  the 
political  horizon  had  been  concealed 
from  him  by  his  retirement  from  the 
vorld,  and  even  the  vifiblc  forerunners 
of  it^  which  at  iaft  forced  lViexa&\N5.^\x^^^ 
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his  eyes,  appeared  16  him  to  be  *noAiii|f 
but  the  li^tning  arifinj^  f^^  ttaiifiefit 
rapours.  The  fuddcti  chiptiAh-*6f  ibi 
tempeft)  and  its  conrequences^  alffioft*  pel 
trified  him.  His  filent  ftupor  Ibota*  Mire 
"^om  to  the  loudeft  matiifefhitiorii  m  IH 
difTatisfadion ;  and  hothing  font  repeated 
perfuafions  to  yield  to  ftcm  neceffity  Md 
fiiperiority,  could  prevail  upon  Km  to 
IfBtnain  quiet. 

'    His  rcFenimcnt  againft  the  new ''King 
i-emained  however  rankling  in  liisJfeoti_ 
be  did  homage  to  the  Sovereign  with  vi- 
fible  Tali  i?  raft  ion,  and,  as   1  fafpcft^  n^ 
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is  bondage  was  fo  fweet  to  me^  and 

fliaring  it  with  an  adored  woman,  ren- 
ed  it  dearer  to  me  than  the  moil  un- 
inded  liberty  ;  it  was  my  fole  and  moft 
ent  wifh  to  tie  the  bonds  by  which  we 
re  united  ftill  fafter.  But  alas!  my*  . 
ler  defired  me  not  to  mention  a  fyl4 
ie  of  a  union  with  Amelia,  and  with* 
:  his  fandion  I  durft  not  expcd  her 
ifent!  The  Marquis  of  Ferei*a  cx- 
ifted  in  vain  all  his  eloquence  in  or- 
•  to  melt  the  flinty  heart  of  my  inex* 
blc  parent*  In  that  wretched  fitiiation 
2nt  fevcral  times  for  Alumbrado  s  af- 
ance,  yet  I  always  fhrunk  back  at  the 
a  of  owing  any  obligation  to  that  man« 
s  firft  vifit  confimicd  the    remarks  of 

Marquis,  and  all  the  civilities  he  la- 
lied  upon  mc,  fervcd  only  to  ftrcngthen 

antipathy  againft  him.  My  foul  was 
gloomy  as  my  exterior  fituation.  The 
w"  of  my  heaven  was  ovcrdarkencd  by 
uds  which  grew  darker  and  darker, 
ily  one   ftar  was   glimmering  through 

blacknefs  6f  that  difmal  night :  one 
jle  ftar  to  which  I  could  dircft  my 
iping  eyes.    I  was  confidetvV  xJcv^v  ^^ 

%  1  Vv^ 
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Irifliman  could  be  no  ft  ranger  to  my 
coHifonlefs  fituadon^  and  would  aid  tnc 
by  his  pover,  imagining  that  he  now  had 
the  heft  opportunity  of  rewarding  my  re- 
liance in  him,  and  would  undoubtedly 
conduS:  me  over  iiifurmountable  obllaclei 
to  the  promifed  land  of  happinefs.  MeaR' 
:while  the  time  when  my  father  expeSed 
my  declaration  for  the  Princefs  of  L*** 
vas  approaching  with  gigantic  ftridcs,  and 
the  Irifliman  did  not  appear.  Anxiety 
ilruggled  with  my  hope.  I  enquired 
every  where  for  my  proteflor,  but  I  en- 
quired in  vain,  and  my  anxiety  increafcd 


MAGICAL    DELUSION.  iit 

and  the  reft  remain  obfcurc.  To  fill  up 
this  empty  fpace,  will  be  the  laft  duty  of 
friendlhip  I  (hall  be  able  to  perform  for 
that  unhappy  man.  I  fliall,  therefore, 
continue  his  mournful  tale,  till  I  can  con» 
neft  again  the  thread  of  my  narration  to 
the  remaining  papers  of  the  Duke. 

The  grief  aflailing  the  heart  of  my 
unhappy  friend  foon  depifted  itfelf  fo 
ftrongly  in  his  countenance,  that  1  began 
to  tremble  for  his  health.  Alas!  my  ap- 
prehenfion  was  but  too  foon  realized,  his 
lufFerings  being  increafed,  by  an  informa- 
tion he  received  fro^n  the  brother  of  the 
new  King,  to  a  degree  which  entirely 
overcame  his  enfeebled  fpirits. 

*  My  dearcfl  friend,'  the  Prince  wrote 
to  him,  *  I  have  not  difcontinucd,  fincc 

*  your  departure,  the  inquiries  after  your 

*  tutor,    which    I    began  when   you  was 

*  herel     Howevar,'!  fhould  undoubtedly 

*  have  continued  th6m  with  the  greateft 

*  prudence  and  aftivity,  without  coming 

*  any  nearer  to  the  mark,  if  the  very  man 

*  whom  I  had  been  endeavouring  to  find 
*out   had   not    fpared  me    that  fruitlefs 

*  tafk. 

Vol.  III.  G  ^  Xt:%, 
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^  Yes,  my  friend,  your  tutor  has  per- 
«  ronally  furprifcd  me  in  a  moft  plcafing 

*  manner.     But,  O!  my  friend,  moderate 
^  your  joy  when  reading  thefe  lines.    The 

*  meeting  with  that  dear  man  was  like  an 

*  airy  vifion,  which  appears  and  vaniflies 
'  asain  after  a  few  moments.     Your  tutor 

*  came,  and  went  to  thofc   realms  from 

*  whence  no  mortal  can  return. 

'  Five  days  are  now  elapfcd,  fincc  he 
«  allonifhed  me,  one  morning,  by  his  un- 

*  expected  vilit.      I   foon  obferved  with 

*  furprifc,  that  he  returned  the  manifella- 
«  tionsof  my  joy  with  much  reftraint,  while 
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^dooT  for  him.     Two  unknown  gentle- 
«  men,  who  were  fitting  in  the  carriage, 

*  begged  him  to  get  in,  pretending  to  have 

*  been  fent  by  me  to  fetch  him.     He  join- 

*  ed  them  without  hefitation,  and  when 

*  the  coachman   drove  out  of  the  town 

*  gate,  inftead  of  taking  the  road  to  my 

*  houfe,  he  was  told  that  ona  more  gueft 

*  was  to  be  fetched.    This  pretended  gueft 

*  made  his   appearance    in   the   fuburbs, 

*  and  di,s  foon  as  he  had  got  in  the  carriage, 

*  pointed  a  dagger  at  the  heart  of  your  tu- 

*  tor,  while  his  two  aflbciates  feized  and 

*  tied  his  hands.     All  this  was  efFcfted  be- 

*  fore  Count  Galvez  could  gain  time  for 

*  refiftance,  which  would  have  been  cqual- 

*  ly  dangerous  and  fruitlefs.     He  was  told 

*  that  if  he  would  fubmit  filently  to  his 

*  fate,   no  injury  (hould  be  offered  him, 

*  but  that  he  would  be   ftabbed  without 

*  mercy   if  he  (liould  cry  for   afliftance; 

*  at  the   fame   time  he  was  blindfolded, 

*  and  after  about  half  an  hour's  ride,  the 
'  carriage  ftopped,  when  your  tutor  was 

*  taken  out   of  it,   and   condufted  over 

*  fevcral    flights  of  fleps,    through   long 

G  2  ^^^S*^^^^^ 
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^  paflages*  in  a  room  where  he  was  (hot 

*  up,  and  left  alone. 

*  When    Count    Galvex   removed  the 

*  bandage  from  his  eyes,  he  found  himfelf 

*  in   a   fpa Clous   apartment,   lighted   wiih 
'  lamps  ;  two  final ler  rooms  were  on  each 

*  fide,  but  none  of  them  had  windows* 
/  Some  time  after  his  arrival,  two  mafkcd 

*  men   brought  him   vitluals    and  diink, 

*  which    afterwards   was    repeated   cvtry 

*  noon  and  evening.     He  was  in  want  of 

*  nothing,   liberty  excepted.      He  CQuld 

*  not  leave    his  apartments,   which  iR^erc 

*  bolted  on  the  outfide,  and  having  not 
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^  maflced,    and  nothing  coald   perfuade 

*  him  to  tell  for  what  purpofe  the  ftatue 

*  was  defigned. 

•  At  length  the  wi(hed-for  hour  of  en-^ 

*  largement  arrived.     The  prifoner  was 

*  called  up  between  one  and  two  o'clock 
^  in  the  morning,  and  ordered  to  prepare 

*  for  his  departure.  He  was  blindfolded 
•and  condufted  to  the  ftreet,  where  he 
«  was  placed  in  a  coach,  and  threatened 

*  with  inftant  death  if  he  Ihould  dare  to 

*  utter  a  fyllable.     After  half  an  hour'sr 

*  ride,  hq   was  taken  out  of  the   coach, 

*  upon  which,  his  conduftors  drove  away 
*^  at  a  furious  rate.  As  foon  as  he  per- 
^  ceived  that  he  was  alone,  he  removed 

*  the  bandage  from  his  eyes,  and  found 
^  himfelf  in  a  lonely  part  of  the  fuburbs, 

*  and  with  the  firft  dawn  of  day  called  at 

*  my  houfe. 

*  As  foon  as  Count  Galvez  had  finiflied 

*  his  extraordinary  tale,  I  fummoned  my 

*  fervants,  in  order  to  clear  myfelf  from  a 
'  fufpicion    which    afflifted  me  feverely, 

*  and  examined  them  rigoroufly  in  his 
^  prefence.  It  was,  however,  proved  that 
^  my  horfcs  and  carriages^  as  well  as  ^11 

G  3  ^  \sc* 
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my  fcrvants,  had  been  at  home  at  the 
hour  M'hen  the  Count  was  carried  offf 
which  rendered  it  very  probabk  that 
the  Unknown  mud  have  imitated  my 
equipage  and  livery,  in  order  to  enlaare 
the  Count  with  greater  cafe. 
^  Your  tutor  enquired  muchf  and  with 
great  afFe6lion  after  you ;  I  told  him  as 
much  as  I  knew,  but  he  was  not  fatisficd 
with  it.  The  following  morning  he  de« 
parted  for  Lifl)*n,  in  hopes  of  meeciBg 
you  there,  after  a  long  and  painful  (jepa- 
ration.  I  rode  on  horfcback  by  bis  car- 
riage  in  order  to  accompany  him  a  fcv 


MAGICAL  D  E  L'U  S I  O  N.  iif 

*  the  animals  grew   wild,   and   the    car* 

*  riage  was  precipitated  into    the  abyfs. 

*  The  Count  fcarcely  breathed,  when  he 

*  received   afTiflance,   and    the  poftillion 

*  was  dafhed  to  pieces  againft  the  rocks, 

*  I  ordered  inftantly  all  poflible  care  t6 

*  be  taken  of  our  friend;  however,  avio- 

*  lent  vomiting  of  blood,  the  confequence 
'*  of  a  contufion  on  his  bread,  put  an  end 

*  to  hii?  life  the  fubfequent  day.     A  feW 

*  minutes  before  his  death,  he  wrote  the 

*  following  note,  but  was  foon  interrupted 

*  by  a  fainting  fit. 

**  Ere  while  we  were  feparated  by  men, 
•*  but  now  we  are  going  to  bedifunitcd  by 
*'  God.  I  do  not  murmur;  yet  I  (hould 
♦*  have  been  happy  to  fee  you  once  more. 
**  On  the  brink  of  eternity  I  am  expand- 
"  ing  my  hands,  blefling  thee,  excellent 
*«  young  man!  Weep  not  at  my  death; 
**  we  fhall  meet  again  in  yon  blifsful  man- 
**  fions,  where  all  good  men  fhall  be  re- 
"  united  for  ever.  Honour  my  memory 
/**  by  keeping  firm  to  my  principles^  which 
*«  from  my  foul,  flowed  over  in  your 
*«  mind." 

G  4  ^  Tw6 
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'  Two  mortal  vounds  like  thore^hich 
<  the  ill-fated  love  affair,  and  the  deaih  of 

*  Count  Galvez,  infliftcd  on  the  heart  oF 

*  my  friend,  confined  him  to  a  fick  hcd. 

*  Now  happened  what  I  had  dreaded,  with* 

*  out  my  having  been  able  to  prevent  it, 

*  Alumbrado,  who  was  returned  from  bii 
'journey,  intruded  on  my  friend,  and 
'  Toon  traced  out  the  fafell  road  to  his 

*  heart.  My  friend  wa5  weak  enough  to 
'  communicate   to  him    the    fituation  in 

*  which  he  was  with  regard  to  Amelia; 
'  imd  Alumbrado  hcfiuted  not  a  moment 

*  to  procure  him  the  confent  of  his  father- 


MAGICAL  DELUSION.  129 

^^  woman,  and  lead  me  from  the  gate  of 
**  death  to  a  paradifiacal  life ;  come  and 
*^  reward  my  love,  which  alone  fupports 
**  my  breaking  heart." 

P.  S.  "  Vafconcel*os  has  bled  under 
**  the  avenging  fword  of  the  redeemers  of 
**  my  country." 

*  The  anfwer  of  the  Countefs  was  to 
*  the  following  purport : 

"  O !  that  this  letter  could  fly  on  the 
<•  pinions  of  love,  in  order  to  carry  in- 
*'  ftantly  to  my  friend  health  and  joy. 
'^  Yes,  your  requeft  is  granted.  Receive, 
''  my  deareft  Duke,  to  whom  my  hearl 
"  has  yielded,  receive  my  band  too,  and 
"  the  vow  of  eternal  fidelity.  My  uncle 
"  having  jrecovered  his  health,  nothing 
"  (hall  detain  me  from  embarking  in  the 
"  firft  veffel  vfhich  (hall  fail  for  Port«»l. 
•*  The  idea  that  your  belt  wifhes,  the  blcf- 
^^  fing  of  your  father  and  my  uncle,  and 
'^  the  guardian  genius  of  love,  will  con- 
*^  dud  me  on  my  voyage,  will  affift  me 
**  to  conquer  my  fear  of  the  fea.  I  fhould 
*^  never  have  done  writing  if  this  letter 
"  did  not  require  expedition,  and  my 
'^  friepd,  who  arrived  here  the  day  before 
G  5  ^'  Y^^^^" 
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**  yefterday^  infifted  upon  adding  a  fm 
**  words  to  thofcof 


*«  Your 

*t  Amelia  CiAtitVAL 


**  Give  me  Icave^  iny  Lord|  la  add 
**  only  my  fincereft  congratulations,  and 
*'  to  aflt  your  Grace^  whether  you  do  not 
^^  acknowledge  now  as  a  foothfayer 


"  Your  humble  and  obedient  fcrvant^ 

AnHA   Dt   D£L£1SI. 


i 
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wben  I  took  one  time  the  opportunity  of 
dropping  a  few  words  concerning  Alum- 
brado.  *'  I  cannot  conceive,"  the  Duke 
replied  warmly,  "  why  you  are  fo  much 
prejudiced  againft  that  man;  it  is  true  his 
phyfiognomy  does  not  fpeak  much  to  his^ 
recommendation;  it  is,  however,  very 
unphilofophical  to  condemn  a  perfoni 
merely  on  account  of  his  features/*  **  Say 
whatever  you  will,"  I  replied,  *•  an  unde* 
fcribable  repelling  fenfation,  which  cer* 
tainly  does  not  deceive  me  **  **  Yoi» 
Kave  conceived  an  antipathy  againft  him,*" 
th^  Duke  interrupted  me,  **  and  that  can- 
not be  refuted  by  arguments;  however^ 
I  win  remind  you  of  a  faft,  which  here 
will  be  in  its  proper  place.  Socrates^ 
whofe  phyfiognomy,  as  you  will  recoUeft, 
was  very  much  to  his  difadvantage,  hap- 
pened once  to  be  in  a  company  of 
friends,  when  a  philofopher,  who  pre- 
tended to  be  a  phyfiognoraift,  took  the 
word;  he  was  requefted  to-  delineate  the 
chara3er  of  Socrates,  who  was  a  ftranger 
lo  him*  The  philofopher  named  feveral 
vices-  which  he  pretended  ta  read  plainly 
ia  his  face-  A  general  laughter  was  the 
G  6  ^^tSit 
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efl'cd  of  his  judgment;  however,  So- 
crates remained  lerious,  and  declared  that 
Uc  really  had  lelt  a  natural  propcnfiiy  to 
thole  vices,  but  had  got  jhc  better  of  il  by 
unremitted  affiduity.  The  appUcauoQuf 
this  in  fiance,  I  leave  to  your  own  good 
fenfe," 

'^  How?"  I  exclaimed  with  furprifc, 
*'  you  compare  Alumbrado  with  SDcraie% 
an  abfurd  afcetic  with  a  reverend  lagc, 
hypocrify  with  virtue  ?"  This  cnonnoui 
infatuation  vexed  me  to  fuch  a  degree^ 
that  t  could  not  help  giving  vent  to  mf 
juft  rcfentment.  However,  I  perceived 
fooii  that  my  words  did  not  make  the  kafi 
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cxcrcife  and  divcriions,  the  time  whiclif 
from  his  impatience  of  feeing  Amelia  ar- 
rive,  appeared  to  him  to  creep  on  with 
fnail-likc  flownefs.  My  aim  would  how- 
ever have  been  attained  without  this  ex- 
pedient, Alumbrado  leaving  Li*bon  un* 
expededly ;  yet  we  fet  out  on  our  pro- 
pofed  journey. 

We  had  not  been  feven  days  at  ♦♦ina 
when  the  Duke  was.  already  impatient  to 
leave  that  place.  However  improbable 
it  was  Amelia  could  arrive  fo  fooo,  yet 
this  idea  left  him  no  reft.  We  returned 
on  the  eighth  day,  and  travelled  day  and 
night. 

It  was  five  o'clock  in  the  morning) 
when  we  alighted  at  his  palace.  Scarcely 
had  we  entered  his  apartment  when  his 
Secretary  brought  a  letter,  which  he  faid 
had  been  left  by  a  pilot  at  a  late  hour  laft 
night.  The  Duke  reddened  and  grew 
pale  alternately,  while  he  opened  it.— 
«*  She  is  arrived,  fhe  is  arrived  !"  he  ex- 
claimed,  and  the  letter  dropped  out  of  his 
hand  trembling  with  rapture.  '^  She  is 
arrived!"  he  repeated,  taking  it  up  and 
r£-perufing  the  gladful  lines.  The  emotions 
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of  his  mind  were  fo  violent,  that  he  vu 
obliged  to  fit  down.  *^  Amelia  is  ar- 
rived!" he  exclaimed  again,  rifiag  tnd 
{training  me  to  his  bofom.  The  koer 
was  couched  in  the  following  wonk  : 

<   Has  not  your  heart  told  ytm,  wf 
^  deareft  Duke,  that  I  am  near  yov  f  I 

*  fliould  already  have  prefled  yoa  lainy 

*  panting  heart,  if  the  Captam  had  fuT- 

*  fered  me  to  go  in  the  boat  whkhr  wBI 
«  fet  the  pilot  on  fliore*  But  he  hari  ip^ 
<  pofed  by  defign,  on  account  of  the  fwdU 
« ling  fea  and  the  great  diftaiiee.  If 
^  Heaven  favours  us  you  will  fee  air  101 

*  morrow.  .   ii 

•  Your  •   — 

*  Amelsa/ 
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drefs.  We  rode  in  full  fpced,  and  each 
of  us  indulged  filently  his  fenthnents.-^* 
The  fky  was  gloomy,  and  the  univerfal 
ftillnefs,  not  interrupted  by  the  leaft 
breeze  of  air,  feemed  to  prefage  no  good. 
At  length  we  fancied,  with  aftonifbment^ 
wc  heard  the  diftant  rolling  of  thunder ; 
however  we  foon  perceived  that  it  was , 
the  echo  caufed  by  the  report  of  guns. 
The  diftant  firing  of  cannon,  and  the  fore- 
runners of  a  rifing  tempeft,  thrilled  my 
heart  with  chilling  anxiety,  for  I  appre- 
hended the  (hip  muft  be  in  great  danger. 
Soon  after  the  firing  ceafed,  but  thi» 
calm  was  more  dreadful  to  me  than  the 
report  of  the  cannon.  We  fpurred  our 
horfes  without  uttering  a  word,  for  nei* 
ther  of  us  dared  to  confef&  his  apprehen* 
fions.  Being  at  length  arrived  at  the  fea 
fhore — Heavens  I  what  a  fcene  of  horror 
did  we  behold!  the  furge  was  dreadful, 
the  ctifCs  and  the  (trand  were  covered 
with  a  white  fpume.  The  rays  of  ihe  {utn 
could  not  penetrate  the  fog  which  over- 
fpread  the  furface  of  the  fea.  We  could,, 
therefore,  noi  difcover  the  ifiand  where 
the  ftiip  was  lyings  at  anchor,  it  appear- 
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ing  to  us  in  the  Ihapc  of  a  black  cloud, 
which  fccmcd  to  be  a  mile  diftant  from 
the  fhore.  The  veil  which  concealed  the 
danger  of  the  fhip  from  our  eyes  only 
ferved  to  augment  our  anxiety, 

A  troop  of  mariners  and  (oldie r^  un- 
der the  command  of  Men^os,  were  ar- 
rived with  us  at  the  fhore.  The  drumi 
bcatj  and  a  general  volley  was  fired,  A 
flaOi  of  lightning  darted  inftantly  ovcribt 
fea,  and  immediately  after  it  the  report 
of  a  gun  was  heard.  We  all  haflencd  lo 
the  fide  where  we  had  perceived  the  fig- 
nal,  and  ob ferved,  through  the  fog^  the 
body  and  the  main -yard  of  a  large  (bip* 
We  were  fo  near  that  we  could  hear  dbe 
whiftling  and  the  acclamations  of  the  fai- 
lors)  in  fpitc  of  the  roaring  of  the  mouD- 
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cliffs,  and  boards,    cables,  empty   calks 
and  provifions  to  be  kept  in  readinefs. 

An  impending  hurricane  Teemed  to  be 
lurking  in  the  air.  The  middle  of  the  . 
clouds  was  of  a  horrid  blacknefs,  and 
their  edges  were  of  a  copper  colour. 
The  leaves  of  the  trees  were  moving,  and 
yet  not  a  breath  of  air  was  felt.  The  cries 
of  the  fea  fowls,  who  were  reforting  to 
the  ifland  for  protc£iion,rerounded  through 
the  air. 

At  length  we  heard  fuddcnly  a  dread- 
ful roaring,  as  if  foaming  torrents  were 
rufhing  down  from  the  fummit  of  a  lofty 
mountain,  and  every  one  exclaimed,  this 
is  the  hurricane  I  In  the  fame  moment  a 
violeht  whirlwind  removed  the  foggy  veil 
which  had  concealed  the  ifland  from  our 
eyes.  Wc  had  now  a  clear  view  of  the 
fhip;  her  whole  deck  was  covered  with 
people,  her  colours  were  hoifted,  her 
fore -part  was  fecured  by  four  anchors, 
and  her  Hern  by  one.  Her  ftem  oppofed 
the  billowing  waves  which  came  roaring 
from  the  fea,  and  was  raifcd  fo  high  above 
the  furface  of  the  water,  that  one  could 
fee  her  whole  keel,  while  the  Hern  wag 
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altnoft  entirely  buried  in  the  foaming  bit- 
lows.      The  dangerous  fituation   of  llic 
velTcl  rendered  it  impoffible  tor  her  lo 
.  put  out  to  fea^  or  lo  run  ^n  ibore. 

The  howling  of  the  mind^  and  the  roar- 
ing of  the  waves,  which  were  fiArelling 
higher  every  moment,  was  dreadfuL  Th€ 
whole  channel  between  the  idand  and  il*e 
fhore  was  a  iriafs  of  white  thick  frodi, 
cut  through  by  black  and  hollow  wave** 
The  appearance  of  the  horizon  prognol* 
ticateda  Jonglaning  ftorm.  Some  wave* 
of  a  dreadful  Oiape  fepa rated  from  iht 
main  every  now  and  then,  tnd  daned 
with  the  vclncitv  of  Irffhtniiiif  acmfi  the 
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man  now  looked  up  to  heaven,  and  now 
call  his  anxious  looks  around,  as  if  in 
fearch  of  fome  perfon,  and  I  heard  him 
pronounce  repeatedly  the  name  of  Hier- 
nianfor.  This  fight  wounded  my  heart 
deeply,  and  prefTed  burning  tears  from 
my  eyes. 

Meanwhile  a  dreadful  accident  hap* 
pened  on  the  fea.  The  anohors  which 
the  fore-part  of  the  (hip  was  moored  with 
were  torn  from  the  cables  by  the  vio- 
lent agitation  of  the  vefTel,  which,  riding 
now  only  with  the  fmall  bower,  was  daflied 
agaiiift  the  adjacent  rocks.  A  general 
piercing  cry  filled  the  air  when  this  la- 
mentable incident  happened.  The  Duke 
was  going  to  plunge  into  the  fea,  and  I 
retained  him  with  great  difficulty  by  his 
right  arm.  Seeing,  however,  that  his 
defpair  rendered  him  callous  againft  our 
ardent  prayers  not  to  rufh  into  the  very 
jaws  of  death,  Pietro  and  myfelf  tied  a 
long  rope  round  his  body,  taking  hold  of 
one  end.  He  now  plunged  into  the  boil- 
ing waves,  which  inftantly  devoured,  and 
foon  after  call  him  up  again.  Thus  he 
advanced  daringly  towards  the  Ihip.     He 
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fcemcd  Tcveral  linies  lo  have  a  chance 
^  of  forcing  his  way  lo  ihe  vcffel,  the  irre- 
gular motions  of  die  fca  leaving  him  oo 
ihe  dry  rocks;  however  the  towering  bil- 
lows fooii  re LU rued  with  additional  fury, 
and  buried  him  beneath  an  ciionnous 
mafs  of  water,  which  flung  the  Dtikc  Iialf 
dead  upon  the  fhore.  But  no  fooncr  had 
he  recovered  his  fenfes,  than  he  darted 
wp^  haftening  with  new  courage  towards 
the  veflel,  which,  however,  began  to  fc 
parate,  lorn  by  the  violence  of  tl*c  furi- 
ous waves.  The  fliip  s  crew,  who  new 
defpaired  of  faving  their  lives,  piuBged 
in  crowds  into  the  fea,   crafDiiia  ia  the 
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-wrung  her  hands,  looking  anxioufly  at  the 
fpeftators,  and  pointing  at  Amelia,  as  if 
fhe  wanted  to  fay  :  leave  me  to  my  fate, 
but  fave  my  friend !  Amelia  was  (landing 
on  the  deck  without  betraying  the  fmalleft 
fign  of  fear,  and  feemed  to  be  refigned  to 
her  impending  deplorable  doom,  beck- 
oning  to  us,  as  if  Ihe  wanted  to  bid  us 
an  eternal  adieu.  All  the  fpeftators  wept, 
and  rent  the  air  with  doleful  cries  and  la- 
mentations. The  Duke  fummoned  the 
laft  remains  of  his  ftrength,  ftruggling 
with  the  frothing  waves,  in  order  to  fave 
his  miftrefs  from  the  brink  of  fell  deftruc- 
tion;  but  a  mountainous  billow  of  an 
enormpus  bulk  forced  its  way  through  the 
fpace  betwixt  the  ifland  and  the  coaft, 
darting  at  the  fliip.  In  the  fame  moment 
Amelia  rufhed  into  Lady  Delicr's  arms, 
encircling  her  friend  in  wild  agony,  and 
in  that  fituation  they  were  buried  in  the 
abyfs  along  with  the  veffel. 

The  ftupefaflion  of  horror  which  we 
were  feized  with,  rendered  us  almoft  in- 
capable of  dragging  the  Duke  on  (hore. 
The  fpirit  of  the  haplefs  man  feemed  to 

have 
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have  fled  lo  better  regions,  along  vnA 
that  of  his  ill-fated  bride.  He  was  ftrciched 
out  on  the  ground^  violently  bleedings 
and  feemingly  a  lifelefs  corpfe, 

I  dropped  down  by  his  fide,  feiEcd  with 
terror  and  grief,  imprindng  kilTcj  on  hit 
afh-pale  face,  coniortcd  by  pains,  I  cal- 
led his,  mine,  and  at  laft  Amelia's  name  in 
his  ear  J  but  feeing  htm  without  the  Icafl 
motion  at  the  found  of  the  latter,  I  really 
feared  that  he  was  dead.  Pietio  beat  his 
breal\,  tore  his  hair^  and  rent  the  airvtih 
doleful  lamentations-  The  bye-ftandc» 
crowded  upon  us,  and  perceiving,  aficr 
many  fruitlef^  trials^  Tome  faJni  veJIigetof 
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While  Pietro  vent  on  horfeback  to  the 
faoafe  of  the  Marquis,  in  order  to  inform 
him  of  the  accident  that  had  happened  to 
his  (on,  I  repaired  to  the  ftrand,  in  hopes 
that  the  bodies  of  Amelia  and  Lady  De« 
iier  would  be  driven  on  ihore.  How- 
ever  the  wind  having  fiiifted  fuddenly,  as 
is  ufual  in  hurricanes,  I  was  obliged  to 
give  up  the  hope  of  procuring  an  ho. 
nourable  burial  to  thofe  unhappy  ladies. 

The  Duke  was  in  a  fenfelefs  ftupor, 
when  I  returned.  Alas !  his  fpirit  feemed 
to  tarry  reludantly  in  a  world  which  fe« 
parated  him  from  his  adored  Amelia.  But 
why  fbould  I  tear  open  again  my  half* 
cicatrifed  wounds  ?  I  (hall  not  enter  into 
a^defcription  of  his  fituation.  I  ftiH  fancy  I 
hear  the  fhrieks  of  horror,  and  the  wild 
fliouts  which  he  uttered  during  a  burning 
fever,  when  he  fancied  he  faw  his  Amelia 
either  in  dangerous  or  in  happy  (ituations* 
His  imagination  and  his  lips  were  con-* 
ftantly  occupied  with  her.  When,  at 
length,  his  fever  abated,  and  his  recollec^ 
tion  returned,  he  really  fancied  the  hif- 
tory  of  Amelia's  haplefs  fate  to  be  the 
delufion  of  a  feveri&  dream.    Although 
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I  was  very  cautious  to  diflodge  tbis  He- 
lufive  opinion  only  gradaally,  yet  ibe 
diicovery  of  his  error  affefted  him  fovto* 
lentty,  that  I  apprehended  it  would  de- 
prive him,  if  not  of  his  life,  at  Icaft  afhii 
underftanding. 

Here  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  a  fcene 
which  happened  at  the  beginning  of  hii 
amendment.  The  Marquis  had  ordered 
him  to  be  carried  to  hia  houfc  as  Toon  as 
he  began  to  mend^  and  nurfcd  him  iritli 
paternal  care.  He  came,  one  day*  vthtn 
the  Duke  was  flee  ping,  and  I  fiitiiig  bj 
his  bed-fide,  to  enquire  how  his  fondid: 
as  he  bent  over  the  flcepcr,  and  fecmcd  H 
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begged  me  to  retire.  Two  hours  after 
he  left  the  apartment  of  my  friend  in  vio-> 
lent  agitation,  without  obferving  me.  On 
my  entrance  into  the  fick  room  I  found 
the  Duke  bathed  in  tears.  The  ribbon 
was  ftill  fattened  round  his  neck,  but 
the  pifture.  of  the  Queen  was  taken 
from  it. 

I  fignified  to  him  my  aftonifhment.  He 
fqueezed  my  hand  tenderly,  and  faid  :— - 
•*  You  are  my  only  friend,  for  whom  I 
wifli  to  have  no  fecrets;  and  yet  I  am 
fo  unhappy  as  to  have  this  wifh  too  de- 
nied me.  Don't  prefs  mc  to  tell  you 
what  has  been  tranfafted  between  me 
and  my  father ;  I  have  been  obliged  to 
promifc  with  a  dreadful  oath  to  take  the 
fccret  along  with  me  in  my  grave — In  my 
grave  !-'  he  added  a  little  while  after,  "  I 
am  impatient  to  occupy  that  habitation 
everfince  Amelia  and  Antonio  have  made 
it  their  abode." 

I  «  Miguel !"  I  exclaimed,  ftraining  him 
to;  my  heart,  "  difpel  thefe.  gloomy 
thoughts.  You  fhali  learn  that  one  has 
not  loft  every  thing  when  in  poflcflion  of 
a  friend  like  me/* 

/  iVoL.  III.  H  ^^  \Vwy« 

A 
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**  I  know  you»  and  I  ihank  you,*^  be 
_  replicdjwithemotioa  **  let  us  die  together; 
this  world  is  not  deferving  to  coiuainus- 
What  bufinefs  have  we  in  a  world  (be 
-  added  with  a  ghafHy  look)  in  which  vice 
only  triumphs,  and  good  men  find  ivo* 
thing  but  a  grave?'* 

Reader,  do  not  fancy  this  language  to 
have  originated  merely  from  a  limit jiem 
agitation  of  mind ;  alas  !  it  originated  fiotn 
a  heart  exafperated  by  the  concurrcnccof 
the  moft  melancholy  misfortunes,  and  lUi 
cxafpcration  was  rooted  deeper  iban  I 
had  fancied  atfirft.     It  generated  in  hi* 
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vorld  as  much  diforder,  imperfefiion) 
and  misfortune,  as  harmony,  perfe£lion 
and  happinefs,  this  would  be  an  unde* 
niable  proof  that  the  world  was  governed, 
and  had  been  created  jointly  by  a  good 
and  a  bad  principle.  In  fhort,  he  fub- 
fcribed  entirely  to  the  fyllemof  the  Mani- 
chees. 

I  perceived  this  new  deviation  of  his 
mind  with  afton.fhment  and  grief,  and 
thought  it  my  duty  to  lead  him  back  in 
the  path  of  truth  as  foon  as  pofTible,  be* 
caufe  this  error  deprived  him  of  the  laft 
confolation  in  his  fufferings.  For  which 
reafon  I  endeavoured  to  convince  him, 
that  the  ideas  of  a  bad  and  a  good  prin- 
ciple annul  each  other ;  that  it  is  a  down-^ 
right  contradi6lion  to  believe  in  the  ex- 
iftence  of  a  bad  God;  that,  confequently, 
the  fundamental  ideas  of  his  fyftem  were; 
abfurd,  and,  of  courfe,  the  fyftem  itfelf 
unfupported.  I  proved  to  him  that  the 
evil  in  this  world  is  not  inconfi^nt  with 
the  goodncfs  and  providence  of  God,  and 
that  even  the  happinefs  of  the  wicked| 
and  the  fuflFerings  of  the  good,  ought  nqt 
tjd  undermine  our  belief^  but  i^\.\\&\  v^ 
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ftrengthen  our  hope  of  a  life  hereafter^ 
-in  which  every  one  M^ill  receive  thejuft 
reward  of  his  aSions.  But  how  convinC' 
iiig  foever  my  arguments  would  have 
been  to  any  unprejudiced  pcrfon,  yet 
they  made  very  little  impreffion  on  the 
Duke,  whom  the  difharmony  and  gloorni- 
ncfs  of  his  mind  had  too  much  prepof- 
feffcd  for  his  comfortlcfs  fyftcm.  Far 
from  finding  tlic  Icall  contradiflion  in  it, 
ho  was  firmly  pcrfuadcd  that  the  belief  in 
a  bad  principle  ferved  to  defend  Cod 
againlt  the  complaints  and  reproaches 
of  the  unlortiinatc,  while  he  found  a  great 
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It  is  almoft  incredible,  vrith  how  nnicb 
appearance  of  truth  and  cordiality  he 
manifefted  his  grief  at  the  haplefs  fate  of 
the  Duke.  He  aifefied  fuch  a  tender  fel- 
low-feeling, and  fo  much  friendihip  for 
Miguel;  that  the  latter  was  charmed  with 
him,  and  fancied  the  favourable  (pinion  he 
iiad  conceived  of  Alumbrado  to  be  fully 
juftified.  The  hypocrite  not  only  pitied 
ium^  but  at  the  fame  time,  endeavoured 
to  afford  him  comfort.  Mentioning, 
however,  among  other  arguments,  how 
wonderful  the  ways  of  Providence  are, 
and  how  God  proraoicd  our  happincfs 
icven  through  the  evils  of  this  world,  the 
Duke  fhook  his  head,  Alumbrado  was 
furprifcd  at  it,  and  enquired  what  objec- 
tion he  had  ajrainft  that  doftrine  ?  The 
Duke,  who  thought  him  defcrving  of  his 
confidence,  Mas  io  imprudent  as  to  unfold 
to  him  his  new  creed  ;  nay,  he  carried  his 
inconfidcration  fo  far  as  to  read  to  liim  part 
of  his  traft  which  he  liad  wrote  on  that 
fubjeCL  .  Although  I  was  very  much  ter- 
rified at  it,  yet  I  was  impatient  to  know 
Alumbrado's  opinion  and  behaviour  on 
this  occaflon.     My  aftoni&Tnexvv  loS.t.  \55 
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the  bigheft  degree,  when  he  refuted  the 
arguments  of  the  Duke  with  a  fraakneft 
which  generally  is  fuppofed  to  arife  od^ 
from  love  of  truth,  and  defended  ibc 
goodnefs  and  providence  of  Gody  widi 
an  evidence  and  warmth  which  can  orig^ 
nate  only  from  the  light  of  religion*  The 
dignity  and  energy  with  which  he  ^pahe 
had  an  irrefiftible  efFea  on  the  Doke  ;he 
cad  his  eyes  upon  the  ground  in  doab 
amazement,  and  appeared  to  be  COnfiDlllld> 
ed  and  afhamed. 

I  cannot  but  confefs  thati  mytkUhegUL 

tofat!it.VL^  J  lidu  yct:ii  egrcgluuiiy  miitak^ 
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extenfive  trade  he  capried  on  all   over 
Europe,  had  rendered  his  houfe  refpefted, 
wealthy,  powerful,  and  honoured.      He 
was  a  Jew  by  birth,  but  changed  his  reli- 
gion from  political  motives.  His  condufl, 
at  leaft,  did  not  refute  the  opinion  that 
he  confefled  only  with  his  lips  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  and  it  had  given  rife 
to  much   Icandal  when   Oliva*ez   con- 
ferred on  him  the  order  of  Chrift.     The 
connexion  between  him  and  this  minifter 
was  very  intimate  and  not  at  all  (haken 
by  the  revolution  ;   but  continued,  only 
with  more   affiduity  and  circumfpeftion, 
which  was    no    difficult   ta(k  to   a  con- 
fummate  hypocrite   like  Baeza.     It  will 
be  obvious   that     Alumbrado's   connec- 
tion with  this  man  difplcafed  me  for  more 
than  one  rcafon.     Another  circumftance 
contributed  to  ftrengthen  my  fufpicion  of 
Alumbrado's  honcfty.     The  Duke  miffed 
a    (licet  of    his  traft   on  the    fyftem  of 
the  Manicbees.       Ahimbrado  had  vifited 
him  frequently,  had   been  alone  in  his^ 
ftudy  many  a  time  where  the  manufcript 
was  lying   on   the  writing  defk.      The 
Duke^  far  from  fufpcaiiv^Yv\m^\axw^\^^V^ 
H4  "^^ 
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had  iniflaid  the  paper,  and  having  re- 
nounced that  fyftem  on  Alumbrado's  per- 
fuafion,  did  not  care  much  for  that  traft. 

Although  my  repeated  exhortations 
and  my  avowed  antipathy  had  not  been 
able  to  prevail  on  my  friend  to  drop  all 
conneftions  with  that  dangerous  man,  yet 
they  had  retained  him  from  being  too  in- 
timate with  him  ;  however,  fince  he  knew 
that  I  had  conceived  a  more  favourable 
opinion  of  Alumbrado,  he  attached  bim- 
fclf  more  ciofcly  to  him.  The  old  Mar- 
quis obferved  this  change  with  great  fatis- 
fadion,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  faw  with 
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Merely  paffive,  which  rendered  him  the 
more  fufceptible  for  thofe  external  imprcf- 
fions  which  fitted  the  fituation  of  his 
mind,  the  lefs  power  of  refiftaticeand  felf- 
a&ivity  he  poffeffed.  Thus  he  was  an  in- 
firument  which  Alumbrado  could  play  on 
at  pleafure.  The  latter  feemed,  how- 
ever, not  yet  determined  what  meafures 
he  (hould  take  for  attaining  his  aim ;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  Duke  himfelf  put  him 
afterwards  on  the  right  track.  He  found 
particular  pleafure  in  converfing  with  his 
new  confidant  on  the  happinefs  which 
loving  fouls  would  derive  from  their  re- 
union in  a  better  world,  and  he  neglefted 
me  now  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufc  I 
could  fay  but  very  little  on  that  fubjeft, 
while  Alumbrado's  imagination  and  elo- 
quence were  inexhauftible.  I  had  no 
hope  of  giving  the  mind  of  the  Duke  a 
different  turn ;  his  natural  vivacity,  which 
formerly  fo  frequently  avocated  his  atten- 
tion from  one  objeft,  and  oftentimes  di- 
reftcd  it  irrcfiflibly  to  another  of  a  nature 
entirely  oppoiite,  this  vivacity  was  entire- 
ly extinguifhed ;  a  gloomy  famenefs,  which 
was  immoveably  fixed  to  iVie  obyi^NiVcvOct 
H  5  ^^^^^ 
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once  had  attrafled  his  attention,  having 
ftept  in  its  place.  Every  terreftrial  joy 
had  Qed  with  Amelia,  Lady  Delierand 
Antonio ;  the  fource  from  which  he  at 
prefent  derived  his  pleafure,  originated 
beyond  the  grave.  How  joyfully  vouM 
he  have  overleaped  the  cleft  which  fe- 
parated  him  from  the  darlings  of  hisheartf 
if  he  had  not  been  kept  back  by  nine 
and  Alumbrado's  perfuafions.  This:ibte 
of  mind  encreafed  his  anxious  defile  of 
difcovering  an  artificial  bridge  of  com- 
munication with  the  kingdom  of  Qnriti* 
In  Ihort,  all  the  ideas  he  had  imbibed  in 
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Dtike  attentively  and  began  to  mufe^  al- 
though he  had  cut  off  abruptly  the  thread 
of  the  converfation. 

-  No  one  can  conceive  how  ardently  the 
Duke  longed  for  the  arrival  of  the  Irifh- 
man,  of  whom  he  expefted  to  receive 
the  final  folution  of  that  problem.  One 
rather  (hould  think  that  the  Irifhman. 
ought  to  have  loft  all  credit  with  him,  on 
account  of  his  treacherous  behaviour ;  for 
not  only  his  firft  promife  to  put  the  Duke 
in  pofTeOion  of  Amelia  by  means  of  his 
fupernatural  power;  but  alfo  the  fecond, 
that  he  would  initiate  him  in  the  pra6iical 
myfteries  of  his  fupernatural  wildom,  as 
foon  as  the  revolution  (hould  have  been 
accompliflied,  was  ftill  incompleted. 
However,  the  Duke  cxcufed  him,  inftead 
of  fufpefling  his  having  deceived  him. 
^'  Hiermanfor,"  he  faid,  "  is  not  all-pow- 
erful ;  how  could  he  therefore,  avert  that 
fatal  blow  from  Amelia's  head?  Hierman^ 
fpr  has  not  fixed  the  day  of  his  return ; 
perhaps  he  has  been  detained  by  bufinefif 
of  the  greiateft  confequcnce,  or  means  to 
try  the  meafure  of  my  confidence  in  him  j 
but  whatever  may  be  tht  Tta.^<)\i  oS..V\% 
H  6 
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to  inqiliire  after  the  CoUnc  de  Clainraly 
and  in  cafe  he  fliould  difcover  him,  to 
feize  him  either  by  fraud  or  art,  becauCe 
he  expeded  to  receive  from  him  fame  in*^ 
formation  of  Hiermanibr.  Alumbrado 
defired  the  Duke  to  give  him  adefcription 
of  the  Count.  ^^  He  is  almoft  of  my 
fize,"  my  friend  replied,  ^  but  fair,  of  an 
interefting  countenance,  and  a  tranquil^ 
gentle  ferioufnefs,  generally  charafkerizes 
his  mien,  which,  however,  frequently  be- 
fpeaks  the  moft  jovial  humour;  his  nofe 
is  rather  of  the  aquiline  kind,  his  mouth 
almoft  woman-like  handfome,  and  his  chin 
falls  a  little  back,  yet  without: disfiguring 
him."  "  If  you  wifli  to  get  him  in  your 
power,"  Alumbrado  replied,  ^  I  will  en- 
deavour iofpell'hindbimv  but  then  I  (hall 
want  his  pifiure ;  could  you  delineate  it 
on  a  piece  of  paper  ?"  The  Duke,  who 
as  liule  as  myfelf  knew  what  to  think  of 
this  offer,  looked  alternately  at  me  and 
at  Alumbrado.  "Indeed,"  the  latter  con- 
tinued, "  I  wilh  to  poffefs  the  picture  of 
the  Count;  leave  the  confcquence  tome." 
*<  If  you  really  wi(h  to  poifcfs  it,"  my 
friend  replied,  **  you  (hallhaLve  \t" 
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Pofleflfmg  a  great  ikill  in  drawing 
firiking  UkenefTes,  he  finilhed  tlie  por« 
trait  the  day  following,  alfifted  by  hit  ima- 
gination, and  gave  it  to  Alumbrado;  We 
were  impatient  to  learn  what  he  was  going 
to  do  wkh  k;  however,  he  rifited  ibe 
Duke  four  days  without  mentionniy'  the 
piQure;  but  on  the  fifth  day  infonaed 
him  in  .what  hotel  he  would  find  the 
Count.  We  were  looking  at  him  in  dmb 
aftonifliment,  when  he  added,  ^  Make 
hafte,  now  you  can  furprife  him.  Mid  if 
he  fhould  refufe  to  follow  you,  you  only 
need  to  tell  him  that  the  guard  is.iMttling 
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Apprehending  that  the  Count  would  be 
rcfcrved  in  the  prefcnce  of  a  third  perfon, 
he  had  previoudy  requeftcd  me  to  retire 
with  Alumbrado  to  a  clofet,  where  we 
could  hear  and  fee  them  without  being  ob- 
fervcd.  The  introduction  to  their  dif- 
courfe  bad  already  been  finifhed  in  the 
carriage,  confequently  we  heard  only 
the  continuation.  As  foon  as  they  had 
entered  the  room,  the  Duke  defired  the 
Count  to  give  him  the  key  of  his  trunk, 
which  was  delivered  to  him  without  heiita- 
tion.  While  he  was  opening  the  trunk 
and  fearching  for  papers  which  he  could 
not  find,  the  Count  took  his  letter-cafe  out 
of  his  pocket  and  threw  it  in  the  chimney 
fire. 

Although  the  Duke  haftened  to  fave  it, 
yet  a  great  part  of  it  had  already  been  con- 
fumed  by  the  flames.  The  reft  he  locked 
up  in  his  writing  de£k. 

"  Why  have  you  done  this  ?"  he  faid  to 
the  Count  with  rifing  anger. 

*'  Becaufe  I  do  not  like  to  have  ray  fe- 
crets  wxefted  from  me  by  force." 

The  Duke  took  feveral  turns  in  his 
apartment  in  order  to  recovci  Vvv^  ^o^^.- 
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fiimity,  and  then  rung  the  bdl.  ^  Wine,* 
he  called  to  the  fervant,  who  broug^  H 
immediately  and  retired. 

"  Count,"  faid  the  Duke  in  a  mild 
accent,  **  the  wine  poffeflfes  the  virtue  of 
rendering  people  communicative  and  fin- 
cere.     Let  us  drink." 

^  You  fhall  draw  my  fecrets  from  me 
fteither  by    force    nor   aamcc,      1   imilJ 
at    leaft    have  the    merit    of    coofcffinf  ■ 
voluntarily,   what  I  can,  and  dare  con- 
fefs.'*    ^^w^ui 

**  Very   welL     However,    wine  pof- 
fcffes   alfo  the  virtoe  of  difpcUing  mi 
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«•  Do  you  think  that  he  will  fulfil  his 
promifc  after  his  return." 

**  Undoubtedly!  But  why  do  yau  wifli 
for  his  vifit.'* 

"  He  has  promifed  to  initiate  me  in  the 
myfteries  of  an  occult  philofophy.  You 
are  perhaps  capable  of  fupplying  his 
place." 

«  No^  my  Lord/* 
-    **  But  you  will  be  able  to  afford  me 
fome  information  with  refpe6l  to  thofe  il<^ 
lufions  by  which  I  have  been  put  to  the 
teftr 

«*  Yesl"  the  Count  replied,  after  a 
pauie. 

**  I  only  defire  you  to  explain  to  me 
the  more  intricate  and  mod  important  4e« 
ceptions,  for  the  reft  I  hope  to  unfold  with* 
out  your  afliftance." . 

**  Moft  of  them  you  will  already  have 
difcovered  by  the  papers  which  you  have 
ta —  found  in  my  trunk." 

"  How  do  you  know  that  ?"  The  Duke 
a{ked  with  aftonifhment. 

"  I  know  it  from  Hiermanfor." 

*^  And  by  whom  has  h  been  informed 
of  it  ?'• 
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^  By  your  Grace." 

<^  By  me?  I  do  not  recolle&  to  hate 
difcovered  to  him  any  thing.*' 

"  Not  direftly ;  however,  you  bavc  be 
irayed  yourfclf." 

*«  On  what  occafion  ?* 

**  When  he  paid  you  a  vifit  at  ••ubiir 
Do  you  not  recoiled  to  have  alked  hnD 
whether  he  had  difcovered  to  Amelia dnt 
your  real  father  bad  not  been  the  nmr- 
derer  of  her  Lord?  This  you  cduldaot 
have  known  if  you  had  not  £een  my  p- 
pers/* 

«« It  is  true,"  the  Duke  feplied/dtera 
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••  Is  it  pofTible ;  ftiould  he  have  rifkcd 
a  fraud  in  which  I   fa  cafily  could  have 
found  him  out  ?'* 

^  He  knew  before-hand  that  you  would 
not  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  ftaircafe,  for 
it  was  fettled  previoufly  that  I  (hould 
appear  in  time  with  the  officers  of  the 
police,  and  recall  your  Grace  by  firing  a 
piftol." 

**  Indeed !"  faid  the  Duke  with  afto- 
nifhment,  "  now  I  recoUeft  another  very 
flrange  incident.  I  (hould  perhaps  not 
have  defcended  without  your  interfe- 
rcnce^  for  I  was  feized  with  an  uncommon 
anxiety,  which  increafed  every  ftep  I  pro- 
ceeded. I  cannot  conceive  what  was 
the  reafon  of  it;  however  it  feemed  as 
if  an  invifible  power  puflied  me  back.** 

"  This  I  will  explain  to  you.  Don't 
you  recoUeft  that  a  thick  fmoke  afcended 
from  the  abyfs?  A  ftupifying  incenfe 
which  poflefled  the  power  of  ftraitening 
the  breaft,  and  creating  anxiety,  was  burn- 
ing  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftaircafe." 

"  I  cannot  but  confefs,"  the  Duke 
faid,  after  a  fhort  paufe,  "  that  the  exe-- 
cution  was  not  lefs  cautioxu  tVkaii^^^  "^V^^ql 
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has  been  artful.  I  had  indeed  been  im- 
pelled, at  that  time  to  believe  that  Hier- 
manfor  was  not  only  poircffed  of  die 
knowledge  of  fubtcrraneous  treafurcs, 
but  alfo  of  the  power  and  the  inclinadon 
of  affording  nie  a  fliare  of  them,  and  that 
it  had  been  merely  my  fault  to  have  re- 
turned empty  handed.  His  curfory  ac- 
count of  the  wonderful  things  I  fliould 
meet  with  in  the  abyl's  had  contributed 
to  let  my  imagination  at  work,  and  I 
was  more  dehrous  to  fee  thofe  miracu- 
lous things,  than  to  get  pofleflion  of  the 
jewels/* 
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<<  Then  the  Irifhman  has  not  been 
taken  up  ferioufly  ?** 

**  The  officers  of  the  police  had  been 
ordered  to  fet  him  at  liberty  as  foon  as  h^ 
fhould  be  out  of  your  fight." 

**  Now  I  can  comprehend  why  you  fo 
obftinately  oppofed  me  when  1  intreated 
my  tutor  to  make  an  attempt  at  deliver- 
ing Hiermanfor.— iBut  what  would  you 
have  done,  if  I  had  perfifted  in  my  refo- 
luiion  of  taking  that  ftep  ?" 

"  Then  you  fhould  certainly  not  have 
done  it  alone;  I  would  have  accompa- 
nied you  to  the  magiftrate,  who,  un- 
doubtedly, wonld  have  found  means  of 
confoling  you  with  rcfpeft  to  Hierman- 
for's  fete.  It  feemed,  neverthelcfs,  not 
to  be  advifeable  to  fuffer  you  to  remain 
any  longer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  thd 
theatre  where  that  fcene  had  been  per- 
' formed.  You  might  have  peeped  behind 
the  curtain  without  our  knowledge,  and 
your  tutor  could  have  made  fecret  enqui- 
ries. An  accident  might  eafily  have  be- 
trayed to  you  that  the  procefs  againfl: 
Hiermanfor  was  a  fiftionj  in  fhort,  wtf 
could  not  have  aftcd  Vifti  M^\>j  "^^A  "^^ 
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berty  while  you  fliould  have  been  near 
the  {cene  of  a£Uon,  and  for  that  realba 
the  magiftrate  was  fubomed  to  endefvoor 
to  perfuade  you  to  a  fpeedy  fii^t^ia 
which  he  fucceeded  to  our  greateft  &- 
tisfaCtion." 

^'  Now  it  is  evident  how  Hiermanliic 
could  fhew  fo  much  tranquillity  and  ua- 
concern  when  he  was  taken  up,  how  be 
pould  promife  to  fee  me  at**n,  and  make 
good  his  promife." 

<<  The  latter  was  indeed  an  eafy  mtf* 
ter ;  however  he  wanted  to  render  his  re-ap-' 
pearance  interefting  by  concomitant  ex- 
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rcer  on  the  (take,  could  not  but  make 
the  deepeft  impreffion  on  you.  You 
4cnow  that  he  omitted  nothing  that  pro- 
mifed  to  enforce  that  impreffion." 
,  ^  But  how  could :he  then  already  know 
that  I  had  been  raifed  to  the  ducal  dig- 
nity ?" 

*'  He  had  received  early  intelligence  of 
it  by  a  letter  from  a  friend,  who  was  in- 
intimate  with  the  fecretary  of  your  fa- 
^er." 

"  llet  us  drop  the  difcourfe  on  the 
fcene  of  that  night,  it  is  accompanied 
with  too  horrid  and  painful  ideas.  Let 
us  repair  to  the  retired  cell  of  the  royal 
hermit,  where  no  inferior  miracles  arc 
crowding  upon  us.  Firft  of  all,  tell  me 
iwhether  you  really  think  him  to  be  the  old 
baniflied  King?" 

**  I  do,  indeed,  not  only  becaufe  Hier- 
manfor  has  told  me  fo,  but  aifo  becaufe 
Jbis  .  whole.  .  form .  refembles  in  a  moll 
jdriking  manner,  the  pi£lurc  of  the  real 
.King." 

**  But  when  do  you  think  he  will  af- 
tend  the  throne  6f  Port**ar?'* 
.    *«  I  fuppofe,  very  foou  l"*^ 
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aQrology,  had  obfervcd  the  ftars  on  hb 
birtli,  and  prophefied  great  things  of  bin. 
The  fame  man  pcrfuadcd  his  parents  to 
give  him  a  learned  education^  which  thej 
afterwards  repented  fo  much  the  lefs,  when 
they  perceived  the  aftonifhing  progreis  il 
learning  which  he  made.  When  he  had 
attained  the  years  of  adolcfcence,  hisxe- 
lation  indruBed  him  in  mathematics  and 
aftronomy.  The  fame  of  Hiennanbr's 
great  learning  procured  him  the  place  of 
governor  in  a  noble  family.  Thejehleft 
daughter  fell  in  love  with  him^  and  tbc 
language  of  her  eyes  foon  betia]!^  to 
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C^nough  for  giving  reafon  to  think  it  fu« 
pernaturaL" 

**  You  are  right.  That  artifice  could 
not  but  produce  an  aftoniChing  cfFc6l  on 
an  uninformed  fpeftator.  The  Hermit 
pronounces  fome  unintelligible  words 
vhile  he  kiffesthe  pidure  three  times;  the 
lamp  is  extinguifhed  and  lighted  again,  as 
if  it  were  by  an  invifible  hand;  a  fudden 
noife  is  heard,  and  a  flame  flafhcs  over 
the  pifture.  All  this  is  very  Turpriling. 
However,  if  one  knows  that  the  altar,  on 
which  the  pitlure  is  placed,  conceals  a 
machine,  that  the  Hermit's  finger  touches 
a  fecret  fpring,  and  this  puts  the  wheels 
of  the  machine  in  motion,  that  the  wick 
in  the  lamp  is  conne£ied  with  iti  and  pul- 
led down  and  up  again  through  the  tube 
in  which  it  is  fixed ;  if  one  knows  bow 
Hiennanfor  entered  the  cell,  then  the 
whole  incident  will  be  divefted  of  its  fu- 
pernatural  appearance." 

*'  But  this  very  appearance  of  Hicr- 
manfor  is  entirely  myfterious  to  me." 

"  And  yet  it  has  been  effefted  in  a  very 
fimple  manner.  A  moveable  board,  which 
could  be  pufhed  to  and  fto  vjWcv.o>x\.  NJwit 

Vol.  111.  1  \^^^ 
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aftrology,  bad  obferved  the  ftars  on  im^ 

binh,  ai;d  propliefied  great  ihings  of  hiai. 

The  fame  man  pcrfuadcd  his  parents  to  | 

give  him  a  learned  cducaiian,  which  (hcf 

afterwards  repented  fo  much  the  Icfs,  when  ' 

they  perceived  the  aftoni filing  progrefs  in 

learning  which  he  made.     When  he  had 

attained  the  years  of  adolefccncc,  hisre- 

lation  mflrufled  him  in  mathemaucs  and  — 

aflronoTny.      The  fame  of  Hicrmanforifl 

great  learning  procured  him  the  place  uf 

governor  in  a  noble  family.     ThcTldcli 

daughter  fell   in  love  ^ith  him^  and  ihf^ 

language   of  her  eyes   foon   bci rayed  wM 
v;™,   *i —  ^^ m L-   ».„j 1^ L^JH 
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iiot  always  capable  of  maintaining  the 
rigorous  dictates  of  rcafon  againft  the  fe- 
ducing  voice  of  the  paflions,  and  thus 
Iliernianfor  betrayed,  in  an  unguarded 
moment,  the  fecrct  of  his  heart,  which 
was  received  with  rapture  by  the  young 
lady,  and  carefully  concealed  in  her  bo«> 
fom.  But  fjrom  that  moment  he  refolved 
to  endeavour  to  rife  to  a  fxtuation  which 
would  permit  him  to  woo  the  hand  of 
his  millrefs  without  blufhing.  This  bold 
idea  had  no  fooncr  taken  place  in  th^ 
foul  of  the  refolute  youth,  than  ht  began 
10  delineate  a  plan  for  the  execution  of 
it.  Hiermanfor  thought  the  naval  fer- 
vice  would  be  the  fhor^eft  way  of  attain- 
ing a  fplendid  fortune,  and  inOantly  na- 
vigation became  the  chief  objcft  of  his 
iludy.  He  found  very  foon  an  opportu^ 
ittty  of  putting  his  acquired  knowledge  in 
praBice,  which  he  chiefly  owed  to  the 
fupport  of  the  family  in  which  he  had 
been  tutor.  The  proofs  of  uncom- 
mon (kill  which  he  gave  in  naval  mat- 
ters, foon  raifcd  him  to  the  rank  of  a 
captain,  when  his  miftrefs  died.  Hier- 
manfor refigned  his  place,  in  the  uav^n 
I  4  ^^^ 
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lead  noife,  was  concealed  among  ihofi^ 
of  which  the  cell  was  compofed.  Rier* 
manfor  ftole  through  that  hidden  avenue 
as  foon  as  he  faw  from  M'ithout,  througfi' 
a  fmall  hole,  the  lamp  extinguiflied.  He 
could  enter  without  the  lead  danger  of 
dcteftion,  becaufe  you  had  turned  your 
back  towards  him,  and  fixed  your  atten- 
tion entirely  on  the  altar.'* 

"  Then  every  thing  had  been  prcvi- 
oufly  prepared  and  pre-concerted  with 
the   King?'  ^ 

*«  Certainly  !" 

"  And  the  whole  conduQ  of  the  King 
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dared  at  length  proudly,  that  no  other 
choice  was  left  him,  than  either  leaving 
his  crown  for  ever  in  the  poffeffion  of  ai> 
ufurper,  or  to  confent  to  that  innocent 
Artifice.  The  King  thought  he  was  bound 
to  choofe  the  latter,  for  the  benefit  of 
riic  empire  and  his  private  happinefs^'* 

A  longfilence  on  both  fides.  At  length 
the  Duke  refumed  :  **  Hicrmanfor  (howed 
mc  the  ghoft  of  my  tutor  at  the  church- 
yard ;  by  what  means  has  that  been  cf- 
feaed  ?•' 

"  Your  Grace  will  allow  me  to  leave 
this  que  ft  ion  unanfwered!" 

"  For  what  reafon  ? '  the  Duke  a(ked 
with  feeming  coolnefs. 

"  Becaufe  my  anfwer  would  explain 
nothing  to  you." 

*'  Why  do  you  think  fo  ?  the  expla- 
nations which  you  have  given  me,  as  yet, 
have  been  very  fatisfaflory  to  me." 

''They  concerned  only  things  which 
you  were  able  to  comprehend.*' 

'•  Indeed!  you  pay  me  a  very  bad 
compliment!" 

'^  My  Lord,  do  not  mifunderftand  me, 
yx3u  have  been  telling  me  ^  WvvW  \;\i\v-. 


n* 
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ago^  that  you  have  not  yet  been  initiated 
by  Hicrmanfor  in  the  Ufl  juyaeriesof  hi* 
philofophy  l** 
J  **  1  did,  but  what  follows  thence?" 

't  That  you  are  flill  in  want  of  the 
knowledge  which  will  be  requiCte,  if  jou 
are  to  be  capable  of  comprehending  the 
appearance  of  your  tutor." 

»*  Doni  pretend  to  perfuadc  inctlm 
this  apparition  has  been  eiFeaed  by  k- 
pernatural  means/* 

«  I  will  perfuade  you  to  nothings  I 
only  tell  you  what  I  know/' 

**  And  I  tell  you  only  what  I  do  mu 


it 


MAGICAL  DELUSION.         173 

think  of  the  mattter.     Hiermanfor  may 
fet  you  right." 

**  How  far  are  you  conneQed  with 
Hiermanfor  ?" 

**  Very  much  like  you.  He  has  made 
himfelf  my  matter,  and  I  am  fubfervicnt 
to  him." 

**  Do  you  fervehira  with  reluQance?" 

"  With  devotion." 

^  Then  you  will  know  to  whom  you 
arc  devoted  V^ 

"  I  don't  know  much  more  of  him 
than  your  Grace." 

**  Even  that  little  which  you  know  of 
Mm  would  be  remarkable  to  me,  if  au- 
thentic." ^ 

"  I  (hould  tire  your  patience  if  I  were 
to  repeat  to  you  all  the  improbable  fto- 
ries  which  arc  related  of  him.  There 
are,  however,  very  few  credible  ac- 
counts of  him."^ 

"  I  proteft  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
them." 

**  Even  the  true  family  name  of  Hier- 
manfor is  not  known  to  me.     He  is  faid 
to  have  been  born  in  Ireland,  of  plebeian 
parents,    A  near  reUuoiv  n«\v6  ^cJl^^tA 
1  X  '^^ 

•  i 
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TiQralogy,  had  obfcrvcd  the  fbrs  on  hh 
binlij  and  propbefied  great  things  of  hiro. 
The  lame  man  pcrluadcd  his  parent*  lo 
give  him  a  learned  education^  which  ihty 
afterwards  repented  fo  much  the  lefs,  wbco 
ihey  perceived  the  aftonifhingprogrefsii 
leiiniing  which  he  cnadc.  When  lie  hdd 
attained  the  years  of  adolcfcencc,  hisre' 
lation  in  ft  ru  fled  him  in  mathematics  and 
aflronomy-  The  fame  of  Hiermtniiir  J 
great  learning  procured  him  the  place  uf 
governor  in  a  noble  family-  Thc;eklefl 
datighter  fell  in  love  with  him»  and  tk 
language   of  her  eyes   foon   bciraycd  to 
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not  alwa\s  capable  of  niaintaliiing  tlie 
rigorous  dictates  of  realbn  agaiuft  the  ie- 
ducing  voice  of  the  paflions,  and  thus 
Iliermanfor  betrayed,  in  an  unguarded 
moment,  the  fee  ret  of  his  heart,  which 
was  received  with  rapture  by  the  young 
lady,  and  carefully  concealed  in  her  bo- 
fom.  But  from  that  moment  he  refolved 
to  endeavour  to  rife  to  a  fxtuation  which 
would  permit  him  to  woo  the  hand  of 
his  millrefs  without  blufhing.  This  bold 
idea  had  no  fooner  taken  place  in  th^ 
foul  of  the  refolute  youth,  than  ht  began 
10  delineate  a  plan  for  the  execution  of 
it.  Hiermanfor  thouf;ht  the  naval  fer- 
vice  would  be  the  fhorceft  way  of  attain- 
ing a  fplendid  fortune,  and  inOantly  na- 
vigation became  the  chief  objcft  of  his 
Audy.  He  found  very  foon  an  opportu- 
nky  of  putting  his  acquired  knowledge  in 
praftice,  which  he  chiefly  owed  to  the 
fupport  of  the  family  in  which  he  had 
been  tutor.  The  proofs  of  uncom- 
mon fltill  which  he  gave  in  naval  mat- 
ters, foon  raifcd  him  to  the  rank  of  a 
captain,  when  his  miftrefs  died.  Hier- 
manfor refigned  his  place,  in  the  uavyn 
.     .  I  4 
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and  was  received  as  lay  br^iber  m  ike  or- 
der of  the  Carmelites,  Having  perrormcd 
his  vow  he  was  fent  to  Rome,  where  he 
got  acquainted  with  a  pried  of  the  fanse 
order,  whofc  name  was  Faiber  Gabriel, 
find  who  was  famed  for  his  great  (kill  i« 
phylic  and  natural  knowledge.  IndniA^ 
ed  hy  that  learned  man,  he  improved  n- 
fiidly,  and  acquired  at  the  fame  lime 
grctl  knowledge  in  natural  migic»  ill 
which  his  relation  had  already  inflruBcd 
bim. 

**  A  genius  like  hi$  could  not,  howc Wf) 
confine  himfelf  far  a  length  of  time  t© 
^'.Iniflered  retirement  and  a  fneelalive  ti 
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retire,  under  the  condition  never  to  be 
inimical  to  the  order. — This  is  all  that  1 
know  of  his  life/* 

**  Then  every  thing  the  M agiftrate  and 
the  Hermit  have  related  of  him  is  a  fic- 
tion ?"  the  Duke  enquired  after  a  Ihori 
iilence. 

"  Not  at  all  r  the  Cornit  replied,  "  al- 
tnoft  all  thofe  accounts  are  founded  on 
fads,  though  they  have  been^embelliffred 
by  fiflitious  epifodes.  The  furprifing 
feats  of  Hiermanfor,  of  which  you  have 
been  informed,  were  however  effe6l6d 
merely  by  means  of  natural  magic.** 

*<  For  inftance,  the  delivery  of  the  old 
King  from  the  caftle  of  St.  Lukar-^how 
has  it  been  eifeaed  ? ' 

"  It  certainly  has  been  performed 
by  Hiermanfor's  acutene(s>  though  not 
through  him  alone.^** 

^^  And  the  apparition  of  Antonio  at 
the  church-yard—** 

<^  Has  been  effe€led  by  his  fupernatu^ 
ral  power." 

^^  Count !  by  all  that  is  dear  to  you,  by 
Uiermanfor's  friendflxip,  by  our  recon<- 
I  5  iuliaidax^ 
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cilialion,  what  is  your  real  opiaion  of  that 
appariiion  f?  ^ui . 

"  That  it  was  effeCLed  by  his  fupemat 
tural  powerP* 

.    The  Duke  rofe  and  prelTed  the  Coum't 
band.    '*  Have  you  any  fecretwilh  i^'hicliB 
I  could  faiisfy  ?  fpeak  freely,  and  I  will 
fdtisfy  itj  cod  it  uhat  it  willjonly  make  a 
frank  and  candid  conleffion/'  fl 

"  1  have  confefTed  every  thing  ni- 
ready," 

*'  If  you,  perhaps t  heGtate  to  difcovcr 
yoar  real  fcnuments  here,  you  may  fiJ^ 
fome other  place,  and  1  pledge  my  honour^ 
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.  The  Duke  fteppcd  a  few  paces  back, 
and  having  viewed  him  fome  time  with  a 
ilem  look,  fa  id,  "  You  are  my  prifoner, 
do  you  know  that  I  can  fend  you  to  the 
.dungeon  ?" 

*^  I  am  in  your  power." 

'*  Where  you  will  not  be  entreatid  to 
fpeak  the  truth  r 

"  Even  on  the  rack  I  fhall  not  contra- 
tiia  what  I  have  faid.'* 

"  Come  !''  faid  the  Duke,  after  he  had 
walked  up  and  down  the  room  in  filent 
meditation  ;  '^  Come,  I  will  give  you 
fome  time  for  confideration.'* — So  faying, 
be  led  the  Count  into  another  room  where 
he  locked  him  up. 

«  What  Ihall  I  do  with  that  fellow  ?^' 
he  faid  to  me  when  he  returned  to  us, 
>^  believe  what  he  has  (aid  and  fct  him  at 
liberty ;  or  miftruft  and  retain  liim  ?' 

**  Retain  him,"  my  reply  was ;  *^  if  lie 
fees  that  you  are  in  earnelt,  he  certainly 
will  confefs." 

Alumbrado  was  of  the  fame  opinion, 

our  advice  was  however  neglcCled,  for  the 

mext  morning  when  I  went  to  fee  the  Duke, 

i. found  the  Count  hadstlready  beew  Uh^- 

:i         ^  16  xc^vt^ 


Wilct 

tares 

vithf 

thath 

in  his  J 

rnsLny 

disfigu 

his  adv< 

to  wond 

^nieha 

^"fce  a/] 

a  fraud  i 

^ountc/i 

**  ^  Was  w 


a 


MAGICAL  DELUSION.         «it 

concert  with  Lady  Ddier  ?  <^  Only  as  far 
as  he  made  ufe  of  her  to  dired  the  love 
that  had  taken  place  between  your  Grace 
and  Amelia)"  the  Count  anfwered;  ^the 
conditions  and  re&ri3i<|ns  under  which, 
the  Baronefs  was  to  affift  in  forwarding, 
your  mutual  union  are  unknown  to  me/' 
The  Count  being  aflced,  whether  that  won*' 
4erful  note  by  which  Amelia  had  been 
geleafied  from  her  vow  of  eternal  fidelity 
to  her  deceafed  Lord,  had  been  a  con.* 
irivance  of  Hiermanibr's  natural  Ikil},. 
or  the  e(Fe8  of  fupematural  power;  the 
Count  replied^  the  latter  had  been  the 
cafe*  The  Duke  had  been  affeded  to 
much  by  the  repeated  mention  of  his 
Amelia,  that  he  began  to  melt  in  tears. 
The  Count  thought  this^ftate  of  mind  very 
firopitious  for  regaining  his  liberty,  and 
obtained  it  vdthout  difficulty.  What 
could  the  Duke  have  refuCed  in  that  fitua- 
tion  to  Amelia's  brother-in-law  ? 

Alumbrado  £eemed  to  be  not  lefs  difi* 
pleafed  with  this  event  than  myfelf.  My 
hope  that  the  Count  would  entirely  de« 
ftroy,  by  an  ample  difcovery  of  the 
juggling  tricks^  pf  the  IrifittnaH)  \bft  YVok^  % 
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belief  in  the  fupcrnatural  flcill  of  the  lat- 
ter was  now  utterly  deftroyed,  for  he  had 
not  unfolded  the  moft  important  my ftcry; 
the  apparicition  of  Antonio  at  the  church- 
yard. Yet  I  derived  fome  confolatioo 
from  the  papers  of  Ciairval,  which  were 
ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke,  and.pro- 
pofcd  to  throw  fome  light  on  that  extraor- 
dinary incident.  My  friend  himfelf  feem* 
ed  to  entertain  the  fame  hope,  and  al- 
though the  papers  had  been  partly  con*" 
fumed  by  the  fire,  yet  he  was  not  dif- 
couraged,  and  undertook  the  iaborious 
talk  of  decyphering   them.     We  retired 
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a  letter  to  Hiermanfor,  -written  by  the 

JLady  of  the  late  Duke  of  B a,  at  a 

time  when  he  had  little  hope  of  afcend^ 
ing  the  royal  throne  of  P— 1. 


<  Beloved  and  trufty  !  I  have  read  all 
your  letters  to  our  Privy  Secretary^ 
along  with  the  note  by  which  you  ac- 
quaint him  with  your  intention  of  in- 
troducing Miguel  to  the  Hermit%  I 
always  read  your  letters  with  admira* 
tion,  yet  I  cannot  but  confefs  that  I  have 
great  rcafon  to  fufpeft  you  have  it 
more  at  heart  to  be  admired,  than  to 
gain  Miguel  over  to  our  party.  I  ibould 
think  Miguel  could  have  been  fecured 
to  us  in  a  fafer,  eafier,  and  more  expedi-^ 
tions  manner,  and  you  would  have  faved 
yourfelf  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trou^^ 
ble  if  you  had  attempted  it.  Why  are 
thofe  fuperfluou3  machinations,  why 
tbofe  cxpcnfive,  intricate,  artiBcial^  and 
give  me  leave  to  add,  thofe  fragile  ma^ 
chines  which  fo  eaGly  may  be  deftroyed  ? 
You  could  certainly  have  enihared  Mi-^ 
guel  in  a  more  fimple  and  a  Jef^  pre^i 
carious  manner*    Machiivcik^VVut  >2^^^^ 
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«  which  you  have  made  uk  of  are  alwayi 

*  liable  to  the  danger  of  being  difcovcrcd 
«  by  accident^  which  ma)r  rain  the  whole 

*  plan*  M 

*  You  will  perhaps  reply,  that,   if  he 

*  fliould  make  fuch  a  difcovery,  it  would 
f  be  of  Utile  confcquence  i  that  you  know 

*  this  Miguel  too  well,  are  too  fenfible  of 
«  your  fuperiority*  that  he  cannot  do  wilh- 

*  out  you,  and  that  you  keep  him  in  chains 

*  which  he  will  not  be  able  to  (hake  o^ 

*  though    your    whole    miraculous  wct^ 

*  fliould  be  diflblved  in  ftnoke,     BuL|  if^ 

*  fo,  wherefore  thofe   needlefs  anifices  ? 
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roads  through  infunnountable  rocks,  en*- 
tangle  your  man  in  numberlefs  magic 
fetters,  with  no  other  view,  than  to  havt 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  your  prifoner  in- 
fnare  himfelf  deeper  and  deepet  by  his 
attempts  to  regain  his  liberty.  The  lim- 
pie,  artlefs  turn  of  a  play,  does  not  futt 
a  genius  like  your^s,  which  delights  only 
in  knitting  and  difiblving  intricate  knotty 
and  in  having  recourfe  to  attiiciaH  ci^tn^ 
plicated  machines ;  cbftatles  and  dan- 
gers ferve  only  to  giv^e  additional  ener- 
gy to  your  adivity.  Miguel  was,  peiv 
haps,  only  an  objed  which  was  to  ferve 
you  for  trying  (your  Ckill  and  art,  in  'or- 
der to  fee  how  fkr  you  could  rely  o4 
your  capacities  for  more  important  Op- 
portunities. 

^  But  however  it  be,  I  am  rather  bound 
to  thank  you  for  your  zeal  to  ferve  our 
caufe,  than  to  criticife  the  choict  of  the 
means  you  have  made  ufe  of,  Accom- 
pliQi  what  you  have  begun,  and  you 
may  be  fare  of  my  favour  and  a6|iv* 
gratitude.* 

While  I  had  been  peadiag,  the  Duk* 
Hiralked  up  and  down  the  roomNiuKVc^^^ 
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ilrides.  He  now  Hopped.  "  WcU,  Mar- 
quis! well,  Alurnbrado!'*  faid  he,  '*doI 
not  aO:  a  charming  part  in  this  letter?" 

We  remained  filent,  becaufe  we  faw 
that  he  was  violently  agitated. 

'^  They  treat  me  as  a  fimpleton,  as  a 
blockhead.     Is  it  not  true  ?' 

'^  How  you  exaggerate  it  V*  faid  I. 
**  They  afcribe  to  you  want  of  experi- 
ence, and  that  is  all." 

*'  O  Marquis,  don't  you  fee  in  what 
a  tone,  and  with  how  much  contempt  the 
proud  woman  fpcaks  of  me  ?'* 

*^  She  is  a  woman  who  miftakes  you." 
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^feemed  to  be  abforbed  in  profound  medU 
station.  ' 

*^  Friend!"  faid  I  to  the  Duke,  *<  there 
are  fome  more  written  leaves" 

^  It  is  Hiermanfor's  anfwer  to  the  let-* 
ler  you  have  been  reading." 

I  read  the  letter  aloud.  ^ 

^  It  is  with  no  fmall  .  aftoniihment 
^  that  I  find  tnyfelf  called  to  an  account, 
.*  in  the  letter  which  your  Grace* did  me 
,*  the  honour  of  writing  to  me,  for  a  point 
<  which  I  fincerely  wi(h  never  had  been 

*  mentioned.      The  remarks   you    have 

*  made  on  it  redound  as  much  to  the 
.*  honQUr  of  your  Grace's  penetration  and 
,*  fagacity,  as  they  tend  to  mortify  me  by 

*  betraying  me  into  a  confcffion,  which  I 

*  would  havejefufed  to  make  to  any  mortal 

*  living,  except  to  fo  noble  a  challenger.  ^ 

^  My  fccond  letter  to  your  Privy  Secre- 

*  tary,  explaining  fufficientl)^the  motives 
>  which  have  prompted  me  to  gain  Miguel 
.*  over  to  our  party  by  the  arts  of  natural 

*  magic,  I  think  I  need  not  add  new 
'  arguments   to  thofe   conmined   in  that 

*  letter,  if  your  Grace  will  take  the  trou^ 

*  ble.to  re-pcrufe  an4  W  poadcr  Uieta  ^v 
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t  tentively.     Befides  tlie  reprehenfion  of 

*  your  Grace  is  direfted  lefs  againft  the 

*  means  \vhich  I  have  made  ufe  of,  than 
'  againft  the  manner  of  their  application*. 
«  You  afk  in  your  letter,  why  I  have  had 
'  rccourfc  to  fuch  fupcrfluous  machina- 
'  tions,  to  fuch  cxpcnfive,  intricate,  arti- 

*  ficial,  and  fragile  machines  ?  Indeed  you 

*  think  too  contemptibly  of  Miguel.     His 

*  penetration,  as  vrell  as  his  great  know- 

*  ledge,  raife  him  far  above  the  common 

*  men  of  his  age;  his  underftanding,  which 

*  has  been  improved  under  the  tuition  of 

*  an  Antonio  de  Galvez,  is  not  to  be  im- 
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<  which  forced  me  to  have  recourle  to 
^  fp  many  machinations,  and  fuch  expen-* 
«  (ive  and  complicated  machines.  If  my» 
'  defign  upon  him  had  been  crowned  with 
^  fuccefs,  Miguel  too  would  have  been  an 
4  eafy  and  certain  cohqueft. 

<  If  your  Grace  fhould  aflc  what  has 

<  prompted  me  to  form  fo  daring  a  plan^ 

<  and  what  reafons  I  had  to  hope  for  fuc* 

<  cefs  ?  I  beg  you  will  condefcend  to  pon- 
'  der  the  following  points :  Count  Galves 
^  waa  an  infurmountable  obftacle  in  my 

*  way  to  Miguel,  which  rendered  it  necef- 

*  fary  either  to  draw  him  in  our  interefl^ 
^  or  to  remove  him  from  his  pupil.     It 

*  will  be  obvious  to  you  for  what  reafon 

*  I  refolved  to  attempt  the  former,  if  you- 
^  will  confider  how  much  advantage  our 
'  affairs  would  have  derived  from  fo  va-» 
^  liiable  a  Conqueft.     If  we  could  have 

*  made  fure  of  Antonio,  we  then  fliould 

*  alfo  have  drawn  the  court  of  Rome  in  our 

*  intereft  by  his  interceflion.     Before  the 

*  the  prefent  Pope  was  raifed'to  the  papal 

*  throne,  be  and  a  number  of  perfons  of 

*  the  higheft  rank  were  intimately  con- 
^  nefted  with  him.     Wc  could,  tKct^Cott.^ 


f^v 
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*  Itave  cxpcftcd  to  ihtcreft  for  our  caufe  by 
«  his  influence  a  court,  which  will  become 

*  our  moft  dangerous  enemy,  if  it  flioiild 

<  not  take  our  part ;  and  I  apprehend  diis 

*  will  be  the  cafe.*  ^ 

^  What  a  triumph  would  it  have  ptowS 
^  to  me,  if  I  had  fucce'eded"  in  my  at« 
^  tempt  to  fubdue  this  man  through  my 

<  magical  operations,  and  to  catch  in  m 
«  fnare  two  perfons  offo  great  an  import- 

<  ance  to  our  caufe.  The  idea  of  ii^iar* 
^  ing  the  Count  by  means  of  miracles  amf 
^  ghofts  was,  indeed,  a  very  bold  one, 
^  but  not  fo  inconfiderate  as  it  majt  ap-' 
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^  however,  at  the  fame  time,  well  aware? 
that  the  imprcffiohs  we  receive  in  oui* 
juvenile  days,  are  re-produced  with  vi-* 
vacity  on  certain  occafions.  I  alfo* 
knew  that  his  philofophy  does  not  deny- 
the  exiftencc  of  fpirits,  and  the  hope  of 
futurity  which  he  defended  with  enthu> 
fiafm,  renders  the  human  mind  but  too^ 
prone  to  give  credit  to  the  apparitions 
of  fpirits,  ifthey  have  the  appearance  of 
reality.  Even  his  propenfity  to  fpecu-* 
lation,  his  fondnefs  of  folitude,  the  intc^ 
reft  he  took  in  fupcrfenfitive  objefts,' 
his  melancholy  temper,  prompted  me  to 
expert  that  my  artifices  would  find  ac- 
cefs  to  his  heart ;  and  if  the  heart  is  but^ 
inte.refted  for  fomething,  then  the  under- 
ftanding  too  is  generally  baif  gained. 
However,  he  who  intends  to  gain  it  rrt" 
tirely^  mufl  take  care  not  to  expofe  his 
blind  fide  to  a  keen-fighted  and  pert  ge- 
nius, and  for  that  reafon  I  was  obliged 
to  endeavour  to  carry  tlie  illufion  to 
the  higheft  degree  of  probability;  I  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  attempting  to 
make  it  impoffible  to  Count  Galvez  to 
penetrate  my  dclufions,    Tbi^Ni\VV  c^^- 
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<r  vince  your  Grace  thai  my  plaiif  ha» 
«  bold  foever  it  might  have  beea^  has  not 
«  been  formed  without  fr^kakiliif  ff  >v- 
&  cefs.  However,  when  Count  C3uml 
*  began  to  cultivate  a  more  intinune  con- 

<  neQion  with  Antonio,  I  was  madie  ieafi- 
^  ble  that  my  expectations  have  been  too 
<>  (anguine. 

^  He  entreated  me  to  give  up  a  dc£gn 
«  that  never  could  fucceed.  Pnidence 
^  commanded  me  to  follow  his.  advice, 
^  tliough  it  mortified  my   ambition,  cx- 

<  tremely.  No  other  expedient  was  no^ 
^  left  than  to  remove  Count  Galven  from 
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Sp**nwith  unfhaken  k^gUy^  bffcaufe 
he  thinks  it  his  duty  to  be  loyal  ;.^ and'  a 
man  of  fifty  years^  of  fo  firqi  and  rooted 
principles,  cannot  be  enticed  from  what 
he  thinks  to  be  his  A^y»  bpfo];e<it  ceafe^ 
to  be  duty  to  him.  Bm  Y^h^poyi|fr  upon 
earth  could  abfolve.  from  is^iiif/y  yiririt  %^ 
man  ?  Here  fupernatural  powers  muft 
interfere  and  abfolve  him,  beings  from 
another  world  muft  appear  as  bails.  ,  ^ 
^  I  can  fcarcely  think,  t^at,  the  failure 
of  this  plan  has  originated  from  a  £sLyl( 
of  mine,  for  I  hjive  .tried  every  means 
of  exhibiting  my  miracles  ,and  ghofts  in 
a  (hape  of  probability;  Yet  this  has  en^ 
tangled  me  on  the  ^o(^ejc  fic^^  ,ia  ja  v^ry 
difagreeable  dilemma^. .  >f  i^el,  tp  whom 
his  tutor  has  ren^iered  fufpefte^  even 
my  moft  confuinn^ate  artifices,  n^pft  be 
kept  ftcady  in  the  courfe  he  onc^  hai 
taken.  I  fliall,  perha{>s,  l^e  ne9g^t4|ea 
to  perform  fomethin^  gui^?j  cjjtj^or^ 
nary  in  order  to  fix  the  mmd,pfitW 
wavering  young  man  wljo, js  iconl^nuy 
prcffing  forwards.  Thus  I  think ,  to 
bave  :givfyi  ^  ^sfaStory  9^(wef  \p  (he 
queftlon  why  I  have  iuttod^^^^^^V^ 
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pcnfiVe,  cbihplicatcd  and  artificial 
(fhines. 

^  If  your  Grace  (hould  a(k  vhy  I  bive 
kept  my  dcfign  on  MigueVs  tutor  lb  fe- 
cret,  then  I  muft  tell  you,  that  I  con* 
''(Sealed  it  fo  carefully  becaufe  I  intended 
to  fiirprife  the  confederates  unexpefi- 
cdly  by  my  valuable  acquifition,  if  I 
fliould  have  fnccecdcd ;  and  if  not,  to 
fpare  myfclf  the  mortification  of  having 
it  faid  that  I  had  undertaken  a  ta&  to 
which  my  powers  were  not  equal.  I 
hope  your  Grace  will  reward  my  (nnk 
Fefliun 
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^^  Ridicule  me  as  long  as  you  pleafe— • 
I  cannot  but  confefs  that  he  is,  tieverthe- 
lefs,  incomprehenfible  to  me." 

*^  My  dear  Duke,  I  know  what  I  am 
to  think  of  the  Iriihman,  but  I  fcarcely 
know  what  to  think  of  you.'* 

**  You  difapprovc  of  my  conneftion 
with*  that  man/' 

"  Very  much." 

**  Tell  me  your  fentiments  without  re^ 
fervc ;  I  know  you  have  had  a  ftrong  de-- 
fire  for  fome  time  to  come  to  an  explana-* 
tion  wfth  me." 

"  You  have  been  iJl^  and  I  wiih  to.fparc 
you."  *i 

"  I  don't  want  your  forbearance. 
Speak." 

"  At  another  time,  my  friend,  at  an« 
other  time." 

"  No  delay*  Alumbrado  is  no  (Iran- 
ger  to  my  hiftory,  and  C{>nfequently  may 
hear  your  obfervation  ^n  it.** 

^^  If  you  infift  upon  it,  then  I  muft  tell 
you  that  I  am  extremely  vexed  at  the 
idea  that  the  fellow,  who  dared  to  fport 
with  your  und^rftanding  has  enjoyed  the 
iHu^Ji^h  pf  guiding  you  vx  \^;v^\tv%-^\\\v^ 
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ihcrfocvcr  he  chofc.     I  am  glad  that 

.  ^i\  c  rendered  his  niagical  labours  lb 

v^'vo  ;  I  am  rejoiced  at  the  refiftance 

."S  ^v^u  have  oppofed  to  his  attacks; 

.:  cr:cvo*  r.ie  thai  he  has  conquered 

.V  .v.-.V.oriciViv  and  artfully.     I  can- 

rv.;  corrc-.s  ihAi  the  ariiiice  to  which 

yc/ct-.v.'on  yielded,  has  been  enor- 

..> .  >. '•.  CN  kT*  I  air.  ivii^ry  with  you  bc- 

c  :".*  -."Ar:  N»hc»:n  you  realiy  had  dif- 

, v.-.:  :.^  re  a  chciu   Succeeded  a  fc- 

c:.::i:r!;  \  our  confidence." 

I'-.i::  iir.-cii^'e  that  the  Irifli- 

,r  hi*   ;m|»*tu  an  ok-  m  ih^  'lAii^t  pe* 
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^  k  am  glad  you*  remind  me  c{  the 
Count.  •  Why  did  be  refufe  fo  obAinately 
to  explain  that  incident  in  fpite  of  my 
prayers  and  menaces,  declaring  foltamly 
that  it  had  been  effeCled  by  fupernatoral 
means,  although  he  has  clihdidly  difca- 
vcred  the  reft  of  the  delufions  of  the  Irifh- 
mian.  What  benefit  could  he  expeft  from 
^deceiving  me  any  longer,  the  revolution 
being  eftablifhed,  and  confequently  his 
€nd  attained?" 

^<  Has  he  notcAifefled  tharhe  is  in  the 
fehrice  'of  the  Iriihman?  Can  you  know 
what  orders  he  has  received  from-^is  em- 
j)loyer?  Was  not  the  veil  bf  iriyfUvy 
which  the  Count  has  thro#n  over  (mi^ 
^dem^  &e  only  remaining  meaii>j;^  tVip- 
porting  the  authority  of  hi^  lord  and  frai- 
%er?  'Who  knows  what  he-  would  hkve 
confefled  if  you  had  Qiown  a  firm  'refoltf- 
lion  to  fchffliree  your  menaces  ?**  '  ' 
•  **  I  confefs  I  afted  very  weakly  <af«^ 
tafiily,'  in  fuffering  him  to  efcape  fo 
foom" 

'^  At  bottom  it  matters  very  little. 
What  confidence  could  you  have  repofed 
in  the  cotofeffibn  of  a  mati^  \i\\o  o^  ^^^st^ 
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gave  the  paper  to  Amelia;  fecondl^,  that 
be  delired  the  quellion  to  be  wdtten  on 
the  upper  part  of  it;  and  thirdly,  that  he 
diflated  the  queftion  to  her;  he  then  put 
the  paper  on  the  table, .  funiigate;d  the 
apartment  with  an  incenfe^fhisown  cpm? 
pofition,  and  requefted  the  Countef^itg 
look  at  the  paper  in  the  aborning.  It 
was  very  natural  that  the  ahfwer  to.  tUc 
queftion  was  feen^bene^th.it,  hayi.ng.been 
previoufly  written  wiith  .fyn)p£^heuc  ink 
the  preceding  evenings  but.fijrft  rendered 
vifible  in  the  night  by  the  fumigatjpn. 
Very  likely  it  had  been  .wjiitgen  by  the 
Count,  who  could  iinicate  ik^  l^ncj-vfritir 
ing  of  his  brother."  .;  .?.:-  .  Jjj. 

.  The  Duke  gazed-  at  mcf^  Ipng  whil^v 
feized  with  dumb  alloniihnient,-  At- 
length  he  clapped  his  hand$  joyfullyi  QXr 
claiming,  ''  O !  my.  friend?]  v^h^l  a  light* 
have  you  c^ft  upon  thftt  dark  ipyftMipuft 
affair."  .i.       I      i: 

*'  A  light,"  my  reply  was,  ",  thin  will 
aflift  you  to  fee  clearly  how  di{honcftIy> 
the  Irifhman  and  the  Ck>unt  laav^  dealt 
with  you  to  the  lalt.  Thqy  eivdcavoured 
to  perfuade  you  that  you  had  been  de- 
K  4  cwi^^ 
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urbether  the  Irifliman  or  any  man  living' 
can  cffcEt  fuch  an  apparition«'' 

^  You  want  to  evade  my  queftion.** 
"Indeed  not!" 

^^  Then  tdl  me,  do  you  think  appari- 
tions of  ghofts  to  be  poflible  ?'* 

^<  Tell  me,  does  not  this  queftion  im« 
ply,    that,   are  men  capable   of  feeing 
ghofts  r 
"  Ce^tai|l!y.- 
♦*  That  I  deny/  •  i 
"  You  think  that  no  [man  living  has 
that  capacity."                                      -lu 
"  And  not  without  reafon.     We  casi 
fet  only  tho(e  obje^  which  thzow  am 
image  on  the  retina  of  the  eye,  and  contft*-^ 
qfemly  only  expanded  things ;   a  ipifit 
^  no  expanfion,  and  therefore*  caMcilr 
be  feenby  us."                                  ,      :  .r. 
•*  You  cut  it  very  flwrt/*                r^    ;*i 
•*  My  argument  is  valid.'*                 .    .  I 
<^  Yet  you  have  4$nion0Fat^d  ncMtuttg 
elle  but  that  we  eapnot  fee  pure  {pintS4i 
we  may,  neverthelefs,  be  capable  of  feeing . 
fpirits  in  bodily  clothing."  < 
•  ^  This  I  grant  without  the  jks^  hefi^ : 
tauo%  for  ;d9ily  expprie«ffe  proves  it*  i 
k  ^                   ^^ 
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Wc  fee  men^  of  courfe  we  fee  Ijpiriu  ui 

bodily  clotbingJ* 

^^  You  fancy  to  efcape  me  by  this  turn; 
but  you  are  miftaken*  You  allow  that 
ve  can  fee  fpirits  if  clothed  in  a  bodily 
covering." 

^^  What  we  fee  is  always  notbing  but 
the  bodily  covering ;  but  we  muft  UK- 
dude  by  other  niarks  and  circumfkanccs, 
whether  it  be  inhabited  by  a  fpiric  Be- 
Udes,  there  is  in  the  whole  domiuan  'of 
o\XT  fenjible  knowledge  not  one  betn^  that 
anfwers  our  idea  of  a  fpirit ;  this  idea  hu' 
been  produced  merely  by  reMjmditg^  i6d 
f  herelorc  a  fpirit  never  can  become  an  ob^ 
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Thofe  philofophers  who  fancy  all  the  being* 
of  the  whole  creation  to  be  fpirits,  a«  \^ell.aa 
thofe  who  deny  the  exiftence  of  |  Opdj 
draw  their  arguments  from  that  fourroe. 
Is  there  any  abfurdity  that,  could  KQt  .be 
fitted  to  that  bafelefs  philofophy  ?"        ,.   . 

"  You  are  carrying  matters,  loo.  Jan 
The  Irifhman  did  indeed  propound  ky,^ 
ral  pofitions,  which  by  their  evidcKe.c^Qrr 
force  their  claim  to  truth."  it   (>!> 

.  *«  That  I  do  not  deny.  A  great  jdeafl 
of  philofophical  penetration  is  howcVex 
required,  if  one  fhall  be  able  to  difc&rit 
the  truth  and  falfehood,  which  its  .^JSttCr 
tion  imply  in  a  flrange  vLiui"  moily  vpiip^r 
ture..  One  feels  indeed,  £rec|ue«A)y,  tbi 
ialfchood  of  fophiftical  fubtiUies  withoM% 
being  able  to  refute  ihem/V..     !  >,        :f>4/ 

^^  I  fhould  be  glad  to  kno^-  .w-hft  you 
have  to  obje£l  againft  die  do&i;Hi€*.tfthe 
Irifhman  concerning  the  foffxhiijlfa{9i^ 
apparitionsT  :.::.);  j^rJl 

*'  In  order  to  do  this,  it  will..fcij^ocQ«^ 
fary  prcvioufly  to  abftraft  his,  d.Q(&9ine. 

*•  When  a  fpirit,"  the  Irifliman.  f«>'S, 
operates  on  mine,,  then  he  is  pircjObhi  .k$ 
tno.     If  I  were  a  mere  FationQL<bctng^«J[ 
K6  ^^^ 
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then  IhottU  be  fatisfied  with 
prefence  of  the  fpirit)  vriibotU  myfelf }  but 
fiince  I  am  a  fen&ble  being,  by  viitiie  o£ 
my  nature,  my  imagination  ferms  a  cor< 
poreat  idea  of  the  obje6i  which  my  ttsder* 
{landing  /i^'ir^^ }  that  is,  it  forms  an  imafB 
of  it«  The  prefence  of  a  fpiriftf  thonefotCt 
puts  «iy  inferior  intelleQuai  powen  il 
in<3tioii  by  means  of  the  fuperior  ooes;  I 
do  not  only  imagine  it  merely .  witfaool 
myfetf,  but  I  perceive,  at  the  fiunft  tinc^ 
a  fliape  anfwerable  to  it ;  I  not  only  coU 
U&,  the  ideas  which  he  produces  in  my 
iftind,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  flui|ia 
inwordi.    In  fhort,  I  iee  the 
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pkafiirc  by  our  imagination;  therefore, 
on  every  apparition  of  fpirits  truth  would 
be  intermixed  with  illufion,  and  the  no^ 
tioM  which  have  been  inftilled  in  our 
mind  by  our  education,  and  all  the  pre^ 
judices  we  have  imbibed  in  our  infancy, 
would  a6k  an  important  part  on  every  oc- 
caiion  of  that  kind  ?** 

^  I  perceive  what  you  are  aiming  at." 

^  Then  tell  me,  what  would  the  gift  of 
feeing. fpirits  andghofts  benefit  us,  fince 
the  fpiritual  effe£l  could  not  bui  be  inter- 
woven fo  clofely  with  the  phantoms  of 
our  imagination,  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  to  difcem  reality  from  thegrob  iilu- 
fions  which  it  is  furrounded  with?" 

The  Duke  was  abforbed  in  dent  me* 
dUtation,  and  I  continued:— 

^^ .  Don't  you  fee  that  /uperftUioH  thus 
would  be  at  full  liberty  to  exercife  itsk 
fway  ov^r  us,  becaufe'  we  fiiould  be  led 
to  believe  that  even  the  moft  ^bfurd  de- 
lufions  of  our  imagination  ^ouUf^ily  be 
founded  on  a  fpiritual  influx  ?^ 

The  Puke  continued  to  be  filent,,  and 
I  refuqaed:'— , 

«^Axid 
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*«  And  don't  you  fee  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  difcern  a  ghoft-fcer  from  a 
lunatic  ?'' 

The  Duke  ftarted  up:  <*  How,  from  i 
lunatic  ?" 

"  Undoubtedly*  The  charaQeriflJcof 
lunacy  con  fills  in  mi  flaking  mere  obje& 
of  the  imagination  for  real  fubflanccs, 
cxiftins  without  ourfelvcs,  the  original 
caufe  of  which  is  a  convuifion  of  the  vef- 
lels  of  our  brain,  which  are  put  oat  of 
their  equilibrium.  This  fufpenGon  of  the 
equilibrium  can  arife  either  from  vxtk- 
nefs  of  nerves,  or  from  loo  ftrong  a  prcf- 
fure  of  the  blood  towards  the  head,  and 
mere  phantoms  of  our  imagination  thcii 
appear  to  us,  even  while  awake,  to  be  real 
objefts  M^ithout  ourfclvcs.    Although  fuch 
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ceives^  or  imagines  he  fees  fuch  phantoms 
appear  and  difappcar  fuddenly,  when 
they  are  gamboling  only  before  one  fenfe, 
that  of  Jigbt^  without  being  perceived 
through  another  fenfe;  for  example,  that 
of  feding^  and  therefore  appear  to  be  pe- 
netrable. ,  The  diftempcr  of  the  vifionary 
does  not  afFeft  the  underftanding  imme- 
diately, but  only  the  fenfes ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  unhappy  wretch  can- 
not remove  the  delufion  by  arguments  of 
reafon,  becaufe  the  real  or  fuppofed  per- 
ception through  the  fenfes,  always  ante- 
cedes  the  judgment  of  the  underftanding, 
and  pofleffes  an  immediate  evidence  which 
far  furpafles  all  refleftion.  For  which 
reaibn  I  can  blame  no  perfon  who  treats 
the  ^hoft-feers  as  candidates  for  the  lu-' 
natic  hofpital,  inftead  of  looking  upon 
them  as  people  belonging,  partly,  to  ano- 
ther world." 

*•  Marquis,  Marquis!'*  the  Duke  faid, 
fmiling,  "  you  ufe  the  gboft-feers,  very 
ill.  I  fhould  leave  them  entirely  at  your 
mercy,  if  the  Irifhman  had  not  promifed 
to  communicate   to  me   a   criterion   by 
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perceive,  or  fuppofe  you  perceive  by  meam 
of  your  fenfes,  in  cafe  of  an  apparition^ 
is  either  a  real  material  obje£tv  .whereby 
perhaps  an  impoftor,  perhaps  nature,  who 
is  fo  inexhauftible  in  her  eSeOs,  or  an 
accidental  meeting  of  uncommon  inci- 
dents furprifes  you;  or  it  is  an  objed 
that  cxifls  no  where  but  in  your  heated 
imagination ;  what  you  perceive  through 
your  fenfes  never  can  be  the  fpirit  him-* 
felf^  becaufe  fpirits  are  incorporeal  be* 
tiigs,  and  therefore  neither  cmn  be  feen^ 
heard,  nor  felt;  it  is,  confequemly,  evi« 
dent  that  no  external  criterion  of  the  ro^ 
ality  of  an  apparition  can  exift.''  '  > 
^  This,  I  think,  cannot  be  diiputed/* 
^  But  there  exifts  perhaps  an  Internal 
criterion.  In  order  to  decide  this  quef« 
tion,  let  us  confider  what  paffes  in  the 
human  mind  when  a  ghoft  appears.  Fiift 
of  all,  a  lively  idea  of  the  prefence  of  ti 
ghoft  ukes  place,  and  fenfiuions  of  ter- 
ror, aftonifhment  and  awe  arKe-^howevei' 
riiis  idea  and  thefe  fenfations,  may  be  no* 
thing  elfe  but  the  confequence  of  an  uiW 
common,  though  natural  external  im* 
preflion  of  a  feverilb  fancy,  and  cq^&- 
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Ihqit,  my  friend,  there  exifts  neither  an 
internal  nor  an  external  criterion  where- 
by we  could  afcertain  the  reality  of  an 
apparition." 

"  Ohow  infuificient  is  human  rcafoii!'' 
the  Duke  groaned^  *'  how  ambiguous  the 
faculty  through  which  we  fancy  we  re- 
femble  the  Godhead,  and  that  guides  u» 
much  unfafer  than  inftin£l  directs  brutes. 
But  a  fliort  time  fince  I  thpught  it  to  be 
coaionant  with  reafon  to  believe  in  ap- 
petitions  of  gbofts,  and  now  I  am  con<- 
vinced  of  the  contrary.  Your  arguments 
have  pulled  down  what  thofe  of  the  Irifli- 
man  havje  conftrufled,  and  thus  I  am 
conftantly  driven  from  one  belief  to  the 
oppofite  one.  Where  (hall  I.  find,  at 
length,  a  fixed  point  to  reft  upon?  OJ 
how  happy  is  he,  who  undifturbcd  by  the 
reillefs  inftinfl  of  thinking,  and  of  invefti- 
gating  the  nature  of  things,  refts  in  the 
lap  of  faith  r 

I  had  not  yet  recovered  from  my  afto- 
niihment  at  the  fpeech  of  the  Dukc» 
when  Alumbrado  afked  mc,  after  a  fliort 
paufe : 

"  Theo. 
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dretdful  look,  which  he  however  foon 
fweeiened  again. 

«^  I  am  convinced  of  the  poffibility  of 
imraclesy"  I  replied,  ^^  becaufc  it  is  felf* 
erident  that  God,  who  is  the  author  of 
the  laws  of  nature,  can  alter  and  fufpend 
tlieni ;  but  this  only  the  Creator  can  do  ; 
man,  confequently,  is  not  capable  of 
working  miracles.** 

*^  But  men  can  become  inftruments  in 
the  hand  of  God,"  Alumbrado  conti* 
fiued,  **  whereby  Providence  performs 
miracles !" 

•*  Undoubtedly,  but  no  wretches  like 
the  Irifliman.  The  eternal  fource  of  truth 
and  holinefs  can  never  employ,  as  an  im- 
mediate inftrument,  an  impoftor  who  deals 
in  lies  and  artifice." 

**  Where  will  you  find  a  mortal  with- 
out fault  ?"  the  Duke  faid,  ^^  indeed  you 
are  too  much  prejudiced  againft  the  Irifli- 
man.  He  did  not  deceive  me  out  of  ma- 
lice or  felfifhnefs,  but  only  for  the  fake 
of  a  juft  and  noble  purpofe.** 

^^  A€Uons  that  are  in  diemfelves  im- 
moral, like  impofiUon  and  lies^  never 
can  be  rendered  moral  by  thi^  y3&&ft&^^ 
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iheir  end,  and  an  organ  of  the  Godhead 
never  can  employ  means  of  fo  culpable  « 
nature.  But,  my  friend,  if  you  really 
are  pcrfuaded  the  furtherance  of  llic  re- 
volotion  to  have  been  a  noble  and  jirft 
action,  why  has  the  Irifliman  been  obliged 
to  exert  all  his  art$  to  prevail  on  you  to 
alFifl  in  the  execution  of  ihal  iindcruk- 
ing?" 

The  Duke  caft  his  eyes  to  the  ground, 
and  Alum  bra  do  left  us,  Miguel  fecmed 
to  he  penetrated  with  fhatne  and  confu* 
finn,  and  continued  for  fome  time  iti  keep 
his  eyes  rivcttcd  to  the  ground  wkboiu j 
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«*  I  do  not  comprehend  you.** 

**  I  have  declared  myfclf  againfl  the 

belief  in  apparitions,  and  Alumbrado  is 

perhaps  at  prefent  on  the  road  to  the  in- 

quifition,  in  order  to  inform  againft  me." 

**  Have  you  not  yet  conquered  your 

prejudices  againft  him  ?  Don't  be  uneafy, 

and  ceafe  judging    unjuftly    of  a  man 

againft  whom  you  have  no  reafon  of  com- 

plaint,  except  a  countenance  which  you 

do  not  like." 

**  You  did  not  obfervc  the  fiend-like 
look  he  darted  at  me.  O  my  friend, 
whatever  may  befall  me,  I  will  fubmit 
willingly  to  it,  if  I  have  fucceeded  in  re^ 
Galling  you  from  your  errors  !" 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  love,  but  I 
apprehend  very  much  I  am  one  of  thofe 
unhappy  men  of  whom  you  have  been 
faying,  that  no  arguments  of  reafon  can 
remove  their  delufion.  I  am  fenlible 
that  my  fenfation  has'  an  immediate  evi- 
dence, which  overpowers  every  perfua* 
iion  of  the  underftanding— this  I  am  fen- 
fible  of,  as  often  as  I  recall  to  my  mind 
ihe  apparition  at  the  church-yard.** 


«i  Ttffe  VlCTl  M  QP 

«  You  view  me  with  looks  of  pity," 
the  Duke  continued  after  a  Ihort  pauJc^ 
«  I  divine  your  thoughts*  However,  if 
you  had  feen  what  1  have  witnened^ — *" 

«  Then  I  {hould  have  been  aftonifhed 
sit  the  artful  delufioDj  and  ihe  dexictuy 
of  the  Irifhman."  » 

"  And  at  the  fame  time   would 
have  been  able  to   conceive,   as  well  as 
myfelf,how  it  could  have  been  performed 
in  a  natural  manner," 

**  I  grant  it ;  but  I  never  conclude  ihal 
any  thing  has  been  performed  by  fupcrm* 
tural  meaus^  becaufe  I  cannot  compre- 
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the  dielufion  before  the  eyes  of  a  cool 
obferver.  The  Irifhman  could  not  give 
to  the  phantom  the  accent  of  Antonio's 
voice,  how  fkilfuUy  foever  he  imitated 
his  features.  That  the  apparition  did  not 
move  his  eyes  and  lips,  nor  any  limb, 
is  alfo  a  fufpicious  circumftance,  that 
proves  the  limits  of  the  artificers  {lull. 
But  what  renders  the  reality  of  the  appa^ 
rition  moft  fufpicious  is,  undoubtedly, 
your  friend's  Ignorance  of  what  bis  pref- 
tended j(/)/>//  (confequently  his  pro\)er /elf) 
told  you  at  the  church- yard;  for  if  he 
had  known  any  thing  of  it,  he  would  not 
havfc  concealed  it  from  the  Prince  of 
Braganza,  in  whofe  arms  he  died,  much 
lefs  from  you,  in  his  farewell  letter.  Fi- 
nallyi  if  you  confider  what  your  tutor  has 
told  •he  Prince  about  his  ftatue,  which  has 
been  cut  in  wood  during  his  imprifonment, 
you  will  find  it  very  probable  that  the  Irilh- 
man  has  made  ufe  of  it  in  fome  manner 
or  other  for  efFe£ling  that  delufion." 

The  Duke  flared  at  me  like  a  perfon 
fuddenly  roufed  from  a  profound  flecp.— . 
*«  Marquis !"  he  faid,  at  length,  "  you 
have  opened  my  eyes ;  %mi  tA:^    xktwcixjfic 

Vol.  III.  L  ^  \ocJ^ 
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body  but  himfelf,  and  the  caufe  of  his 
groans  originated  from  the  preffure  of  the 
blood  againft  the  breaft.  This  preffure 
awakened  him  once  more,  early  in  the 
in  the  morning,  with  fome  violence; 
he  fell  again  afleep  a  few  minutes  after, 
and  it  was  very  natural  that  the  obje6): 
jof  the  dream  that  dole  upon  him  fhould 
be  no  other  but  Count  San».  Your  fa- 
ther miftook  that  dream  for  a  real  appari- 
tion and  nothing  is  more  pardonable  than 
this  felf-deceit.  The  only  circumftance 
that  renders  this  incident  remarkable,  is^ 
that  the  Count  really  expired  in  that  very 
hour.  However,  I  afk  you  whether  it 
be  fo  very  ftrange,  if  our  imagination, 
which  deceives  us  fo  many  thoufand  times 
by  its  delufions  (hould  at  length  coincide 
once  accidentally  with  the  truth  ?" 
.  **  One  rather  ought  to  wonder,"  the 
Duke  replied,  "  that  this  is  fo  rarely  the 
cafe/^ 

'*  Here  you  have  two  inftances  of  ap- 
paritions," I  refumed,  **  which  agree  in 
their  being  delufions,  only  with  that  differ- 
ence, that  one  of  them  which  happened  at 
the  church-yard  originated  iiom  t^vt.TM\ 
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It  has  however  been  frequently  the  fate 
of  truth  that  its  difcovery  was  founded  on 
erroneous  premifes ;  confequently  the 
manner  in  which  an  idea  is  generated  can- 
not  render  its  internal  truth  fufpefted, 
provided  it  be  fupported  by  other  valid 
arguments." 

"  Your  remark  is  very  juft  and  true,  yet 
it  cannot  be  applied  to  the  prefent  cafe,  for 
I  have  already  proved   that   we  poflefs 
lieither  an  external  nor  an  internal  crite- 
rion by  which  we  could  difcern  the  in- 
fluence and  apparition  of  thofe  invifible 
beings,  and  that  we  confequently  have  no 
fufficient  reafon  to  believe  in  their  exift- 
ence.     This  too  I  will  not  conteft.     You 
have,  however,  proved  only  the  impofli- 
bdlity  of  finding  out  a  criterion  by  which 
we  could  difcern  the   real  influence  of 
fpirits',  but  not  the  impoflibility  of  that  in- 
fluence  itfelf.     It  may  yet  be  fuppofed 
that  the fe  beings  can  produce  apparitions 
without,  and  efFefts  within  ourfclves,  and 
that    we    are    connefted    with   them    in 
an  effeflual  and  fecret  manner.     While 
this   internal    impoflibility   is  not  prov- 
ed^ it    witt  not  be    aWwiA  u^  Ktwv^'w^ 
L3  ^ 
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tainly  not  be  anxious  to  give  any  offence 
to  the  man  in  the  moon  by  my  aftions.  But 
to  be  ferious,  my  friend,  the  poiht  of  your 
queftion  is  not,  whether  it  be  poflible 
fpirits  (hould  have  an  influence  on  us  and 
external  objeds,  but  whether  we  really 
do  poffefs  a  certain  and  decifive  criterion 
whereby  we  can  afcertain  the  reality  of 
that  influence;  and  I  think  I  have  fuf- 
ficiently  proved  that  we  poflefs  none. 
Nay  I  even  maintain,  that  if  fomething 
fliould  not  only  be  poffible,  but  alfo 
really  exift,  yet  its  exiftence  is  no  concern 
of  mine,  while  I  cannot  afcertain  its  exift- 
ence by  a  fufficient  ground,  while  it  does 
not  manifeftits  exiftence  to  my  knowledge 
by  certain  and  indubitable  criterions.'* 

"  But  your  objeftion,"  I  refumed 
after  a  fliort  filence,  "  may  be  purfued 
ftill  further.  You  maintain  that  I  could 
not  prove  the  internal  impojfihility  of  the  in- 
fluence of  fpirits  on  human  beings,  and 
thus  far  you  are  right;  but  1  h  ive  an  equal 
right  to  maintain  that  you  alfo  cannot 
prove  their  real  p9jfibility\  for  in  that 
cafe  it  would  be  requifite  to  know  not 
only  what  a  fpirit  is  accotd\tv%  omx  \Ak^^ 
L4  ^^ 
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lotted  to  him^  which  we  can  never  tranf- 
grefs  \vithout  being  puniihed,  and  which 
implies  every^  thing  that  can  afford  us  fa- 
tisfaBion  while  we  keep  firm  to  what  is 
:ufeful-" 

Abotrf-fix  weeks  after  this  converfation 
I  happened,  one  night,  to  fup  with  the 
Marquis  in  the  company  of  his  fon  and 
Alumbrado.     Our  difcourfe  on  the  new 
government    was    growing    very  warm-, 
ivhen  the  clock  in  the  room  ftruck  ten. 
•Alumbrado  fuddenly  grew   deadly   wan, 
and  feemed  to  be  ftruck  dumb ;  his  eyes 
dared  at  one  fpot,  and   he  referabled  a 
lifelefs  ftatute.     We  looked  at  each  other 
with  aftoniihment  ;  the  old  Marqui^s  was 
the  firft  who  called  to  him,  but  received  no 
anfwer,  and  ftarted  up  feized  with  terror. 
The  Duke  and  myfelf  followed  his  ex- 
ample ;  our  endeavours  to  reftore  Alum- 
brado  to    recolleftion    were,    however, 
fruitlefs  ;  he  remained  in  profound  ftupe- 
fafiion.     Not  knowing  what  had  happen- 
ed to  him,  we  were  going  to  fend  for  a 
phy  fician,  when  he  rofe  from  his  chair  like 
a  perfon  to  whom  nothing  uncommon  has 
happctacd;  and  told  ui  vrtth  tXv^  %\^^\xft. 
L  5  wcv^ow;.^^ 
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unconcern,  ^This  vesymqflietta&tpgfe 
accident  has  happened  3cx>  miles  tnm 
hence.  At  ♦li*,  at  the  Sun  TaTen^iiir 
pidure  of  the  new  King  whljcli  WMifaong 
up  in  the  dining  room,  gave  occaficm'Id.A 
difcourfe  con(:erning  him..  Qi«e.4<^;4k 
guefts  faid  a  great  deal  to  his  praiict-fRMtt- 
fefting,  at  the  fame  time,  a  ftsDngi«p|tf^ 
henfion  that  the  King  of  S  a  B|i|||plWt 
fubmit  To  quietly  to  the  lofs  of  tbe^OMfl 

of  P 1,  and  perhaps,  xeclaMA  ftvbf 

force  of  arms.  Another  g)ueil  ^dcM^lMd 
this  to  be  a  vain  idea,  maimaii^ngtlMlkf 
new   King  was  as    firmly  fixed  QQvUi. 
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gence.  ^<  I  muft  beg  you,*'  Alumbrado 
replied  in  a  low  accent,  '^  to  fupprefs  a 
queftion  to  which  I  can  give  no  fatisfac- 
tory  anfwen  However,"  he  added  with 
emphafis,  "  you  may  rely  on  the  truth  of 
my  intelligence." 

He  had  not  deceived  us.  On  the  fixth 
day  after  this  extraordinary  incident,  let- 
ters from  ♦li*  arrived  confirming  the  fame 
event,  and  nipe  days  after,  it  was  reported 
in  the  foreign  newfpapers.  It  really  hap- 
pened on  the  fame  evening,  and  the  fame 
night  when  Alumbrado  had  informed  us 
of  it.  * 

Being  unexpe6ledly  honoured  by  the 
new  King  with  a  commiflion  that  obliged 

me  to  leave  the  kingdom  of  P 1,  foon 

after  this  extraordinary  incident  had  hap- 
pened, I  was  not  at  leifure  to  inveftigate 
the  fource  of  Alumbrado's  prophecy; 
nor  could  I  learn  the  Duke's  opinion  of 
it ;  my  deluded  friend  beginning  to  grow 
very  clofe  and  referved  in  my  prefence. 
It  grieved  me  to  be  obliged  to  leave  him 
in  Alumbrado^s  power,  under  fuch  criti- 
cal circumftances,  I  could  however,  not 
delav  my  departure.  The  Duke  tore 
L  6  >cim\e& 
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•  whole  affair  would  ftill  bear  a  very  furpi- 

•  cious  afpcft.     Not  to  mention  the  great 

•  improbability  of  his  efcape  from  a  well- 

•  guarded  caftle,  where  he  was  kept  in 

•  clofe  confinement,  and  of  his  having  at- 

•  tained  an  age  of  108  years  notwithfland- 
(  ing  the  hardfhips  he  fuffered  in  the  field 

•  of  battle^  and  in  his  prifon.— I  only  beg 

•  you  to  conlider  who  it  was  that  intro- 
^  duced  him  to  you  as  King  of  P 1  ?  Was 

•  Dot  the  Irifhman  that  perfon  ?  At  the 

•  fame  time,  give  me  leave  to  recal   to 

•  your  recolleftion,  that  Count  ClairVal 

•  has  confeffed  that  the   pretended  King 
^  a£ked  in  concert  with  that  impoftor,  and 

•  then  tell  me  fincerely,  what  ground  you 

•  have  to  believe  fuch  an  improbability  on 

•  the  teftimony  of  two  cheats  ?  Perhaps 

•  you  will  appeal  to  his  great  refemblance 

•  to  the  late  King  ?  But  have  not  three 
'  <  perfons  before  him  pleaded  fimilar  marks 

•  as  proofs  of  the  identity  of  their  pcr- 

•  fon,  and  neverthelefs  been  unmafked  as 

•  impoftors  ?  My  good  Duke,  on  mature 
^  confidcration  it  feems  that  the  Irifhman 

•  relied  very  much  on  your  youth  and  the 

<  abfence 
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•  and  in  fafety ;  for  that  purpofe  the  her- 
mit was  brought  on  the  ilage,  and  a£led 
his  part  with  no  common  (kill." 
.  **  Damned  complot!"  I  exclaimed, with 
riling  indignation."  **  Compofe  yourfclf, 
my  Lord,"  Alumbrado  refumed,  ^^  your 
anger  will  now  avail  you  very  little. 
Take  care  not  to  manifeft  your  indigna- 
tion too  loudly,  left  the  new  King  might 
forget  that  you  are  his  relation,  and  have 
affifted  him  to  afcend  the  throne.  Yoti 
can  do  nothing  elfe  at  prefent,  but  to 
fubmit  humbly  to  his  authority ;  and  I 
advife  you  at  the  fame  time  not  to  neg- 
Icft  paying  due  regard  to  the  Queen,  for 
fhe  rules  the  King  and  the  empire.  Do 
not  expeft  that  the  prefent  King  will 
yield  the  fceptre  he  has  ufurped  to  any 
man  living.  If  you  don't  believe  me, 
you  may  inquire  of  him  after  the  old 
King,  and  he  will  tell  you,  that  he  has 
reGgned  the  government  to  him,  becaufe 
he  feels  himfclf  unequal  to  the  arduous 
tafk  of  ruling  a  large  kingdom,  on  ac- 
count of  his  advanced  age,  or  perhaps 
that  he  is  dead." 
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King9  however,  received  me  very  cour- 
teoufly,  pretending  to  be  extremely  for- 
ry  that  the  accumulated  affairs  of  ftate 
had  not  allowed  him  to  receive  my  vifit 
fooner,  declaring  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  was  very  glad  to  fee  me.  "  I  am  come, 
(I  replied)  in  order  to  tell  you  that  I 
am  furprifed  that  the  old  King  has  not  yet 
made  his  appearance,  and  releafed  you 
from  the  heavy  burden  of  ftate  buii*  ^ 
nefe." 

*♦  Don't  you  know  that  he  is  dead?" 
*  The    emotions   that  I   felt  at    thefc 
words  are  beyond  all  defcription ;.  and 
my  aftonifhment,  the  palenefs  that  over* 
fpread  my  face,  and  my  ftlence,  muft 
have  betrayed  them  to  the  King. 
**  At  what  are  you  ailonilhed  thus  ?  not 
^  at  the  death  of  an  old  man  of  a  hundred 
'  and  eight  years  ?" 

**  No,"  1  replied  after  a  paufe,  "  but  I 
'  am  furprifed  that  he  died  at  fo  feafona- 
'  ble  a  period." 

"  Will  you  explain  yourfelf  more  dif- 
'  tinaiy?*' 

**  I  think  it  is  a  very  ftrange  accident 
'  that  the  royal  hermit  ftiOM\^V^N^  ^\^- 
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«*  Who  could  doubt  it  ?  Yet  I  think 
one  ought  to  make  the  death  of  the  de- 
ceafed  King  publicly  known." 

<*  If  we  could  but  firft  convince  the 
people  that  he  has  been  alive  lately. 
The  profound  incognito  behind  which 
he  concealed  himfelf,  throws  an  infur- 
mountable  bar  in  our  way.  No  one 
would  believe  us," 

**  Upon  my  honour,  I  almoll  dilbelicve 
it  myfelf  any  longer/' 

•*  You  are  right;  one  needs  not  to  he* 
lieve  what  one  is  convinced  of,  for  you 
have  feen  him  with  your  own  eyes.  If 
fate  had  fufiPered  him  to  (how  himfelf 
in  public,  every  one  would  have  ac- 
knowledged him  to  have  been  the  per- 
fon  that  he  really  was,  the  old  lawful 
King  of  P-^^t^^wL  Having,  however, 
^lived  and  died  in  obfcurity,  the  whole 
matter  may  remain  ^  fecret,  -and  that  fo 
much  the  more  becaufe  the  difcovcry 
would  be  intirely  ufelefs.  It  is  there- 
fore my  royal  pleafure  that  no  mention 
whatever  be  made  of  it.  'Farewell! 
(he  added  after  a  ihort  paufe)  you  will 
always  find  me  your  affedvow^ic  ^vcv^J* 
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advifed  you  to  appear  with  humility  in 
his  prefence  ?'* 

*  Alurabrado  had  certainly  the  moft 
friendly  view  in  reprimanding  me  thus; 
he  did  not  know  that  every  word  of  his 
wounded  my  heart  like  a  two-edged 
dagger. 

*  I  have  been  interrupted  by  the  vifit 
of  a  Prelate  of  very  high  rank.  He 
came  to  inform  my  father  and  myfelf, 
that  the  Vice-Queen  of  P^rt-^^^l  had 
been  imprifoned  by  the  order  of.  the 
King,  becaufe  fhe  has  had  the  impru- 
dence to  declare  that  the  new  King  had 
ufurped  the  throne  in  a  fraudulent  man- 
ner, and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
inhabitant  of  ^-^xzj^  ^^  acknowledge 
only  the  King  of  Sp-^-n  as  his  lawful 
fovereign,  becaufe  the  voluntary  oath 
of  allegiance  the  P^rt^-|b  had  fworn  to 
the  latter,  could  not  Wernade  void  by 

that  which  the  Duke  of  B a  had  ob* 

taihed  by  artifice  and  force.  <^  I  canilot 
conceive,"  the  Prelate  added,  "what  rca- 
fonable  dbjeQian  can  be  aliedged 
againft  this  declaration ;  but  neverthe* 
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^«  chiefly  dire&ed,  from  his  clutches,  and 
thus  expetled  to  gain  two  adviuitages  by 
t>ne  ftroke :  not  only  to  cut  tlic  lincws  of 
Alumbrado's  undertaking  afunder,  but 
alfo  to  guard  the  Duke  againfl  the  fnare 
which  was  laid  for  him. 
-    With  that  view  I  wrote  to  the  latter : 

*  Your  letters  have  been  very  import- 
f  ant  to  me ;  I  muft,  however,  beg  you 
»  to  fetch  my  anfweryourfelf.  Don't  re- 
'^  fufe  my  requeft,  and  hafien  to  the  arms 

*  oF  your  friend,  whofe  happincfs  in  a 

*  place  on  which  nature  feems  to  have 
^  lavilhcdall  herbleffings,  would  be  com. 
^jdete  if  you  were  prefent.  Here  we 
&^1  difcufs  the  political  concerns  which 

*  |vc  you  fo  much  uneafinefs,  for  I  have 
itc  dian  one  reafon  for  not  doing  it 
.ffajr  ofletter,  and  my  affairs  threaten 
^i^^aiji  me  here  fome  time  longer. 
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to  fulfil  my  promife.  In  fpitc  of  Alum- 
brado's  remonftranccs,  I  went  on  board 
of  the  fliip  that  was  to  convey  mc  to 
my  friend.  A  favourable  breeze  that 
fwelled  our  fails,  enlivened  my  hopes  of 
embracing  you  foon.  Evening  fet  in, 
and  the  wind  and  the  (ky  continued  to  be 
propitious.  The  fccond  and  the  third 
night  ftolc  upon  us  amid  the  fame  fa- 
vourable aufpices. 

*  I  do  not  know  haw  it  happened,  that 
on  the  third  night  the  recoUeftion  of  my 
fainted  Amelia  awoke  within  my  mind 
with  additional  vivacity.  It  was  not, 
however,  afTociated  with  painful,  but 
with  bitter-fweet  fenfations,  which  fre- 
quently afford  to  feeling  minds  a  more 
delicious  pleafure  than  joys  unmixed.  I 
proceeded  infcnfibly  from  fenfations  t6 
the  realms  of  fancy.  I  looked  at  the 
ftar  of  love,  and  imagined  I  beheld 
Amelias  fainted  fpirit  enthroned  in  its 
filvcr  ludrc.  My  foul  foared  above  the 
immenfe  fpacc  that  feparatcd  us,  and 
anticipated  the  blifs  of  the  cclcftial  I'pi- 
rits.— C) !  why  has  (he  fo  foon  been  ren- 
dered fenfible  of  theVimvu  o^\\cv^v^^^t 

Vol.  III.  M  ^  nhVv 


^  THEVICTIMOF  ^ 

€  will  not  purHic  you  lo  the  paradife  tl^ 
*  bloffoms  here.  And  if  only  yoi 
gloominefs  of  mind  fliall  have  left  yen 
you  will  view  things  that  now  appear  I 
you  in  a  frightful  fliapc,  in  a  mm 
pleafmg  light.  At  the  fame  time  y4 
may  expcfl  that  the  commiffion  the  Kifl 
has  charged  me  with,  will  enable  me  I 
explain  to  you  many  political  ohjcA 
which  I  dare  not  do  in  wriiing.  Com^ 
my  friend,  you  certainly  will  not  rcgitt 
your  having  undertaken  this  journcn 
*  Sec.  Sec.  Szc:  ^ 
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to  fulfil  my  promife.  In  fpitc  of  Alum- 
brado's  remonftrances,  I  went  on  board 
of  the  fliip  that  was  to  convey  mc  to 
my  friend.  A  favourable  breeze  that 
fwelled  our  fails,  enlivened  my  hopes  of 
embracing  you  foon.  Evening  fet  in, 
and  the  wind  and  the  (ky  continued  to  be 
•propitious.  The  fccond  and  the  third 
night  ftolc  upon  us  amid  the  fame  fa- 
vourable aufpices. 

*  I  do  not  know  haw  it  happened,  that 
on  the  third  night  the  recoUeftion  of  my 
fainted  Amelia  awoke  within  my  mind 
with  additional  vivacity.  It  was  not, 
however,  afTociated  with  painful,  but 
with  bitter-fweet  fenfations,  which  fre- 
quently afford  to  feeling  minds  a  more 
delicious  pleafure  than  joys  unmixed.  I 
proceeded  infcnfibly  from  fenfations  t6 
the  realms  of  fancy.  I  looked  at  the 
ftar  of  love,  and  imagined  I  beheld 
Amelia's  fainted  fpirit  enthroned  in  its 
filvcr  luftre.  My  foul  foared  above  the 
immenfe  fpacc  that  fcparatcd  us,  and 
anticipated  the  blifs  of  the  cclcftial  I'pi- 
rits.— C)  I  why  has  (he  fo  f6on  been  ren- 
dcrcd  fenfibleof  theVimUft  o^  \\cv -^vy^^ . 

Vol.  Ill,  M  ^  ^^>2ik5 
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*iirhich obliged  her  to  reiurn  to  our  fuV 

*  lunary  globe  ? 

*  I  felt  a  faintncfs  which  Inviied  me  tn 
«  rctt?  and  having  bid  adieu  to  the  ftany 
«  finnament  and  die  ocean,  I  went  tomf 
%  cabin,  where  the  folaciiig  hand  of  flccf 

*  Toon  clofed  ray  eyes. 

*  I  awoke  an  hour  before  die  dawnoC 

*  morn-     Fmding  ray  felf  entirely  rcfrcfh 

*  cd,  I   left  my  couch   and   relurned  on 

*  deck,  in  order  to  hail    the   ftars  oticc 

*  more,  before  they  fliould  be  difpeiici 

*  by  die  majeftic  king  of  day.     But  wbit 

*  a  Jccne  did  my   gazing   eyes  behold !— 


M  A  G  I  C  A  L   D  E  LU  S  I  O  N.        143 

*  fore    I    could   examine    the   individual 

*  beauties  of  that  grand  fcene.     Whither- 

*  focver  I  direfted  my  gazing  looks,  I  be- 

*  held  fiery  ftrcaks.     However,  all  parts 

*  were    not  equally    illuminated;    fomc 

*  fpots  emitted  quick  flaflies  of  light,  while 

*  others     continued     fome     minutes     to 

*  fparkle.      The  feparated   water  gufhed 

*  before  us  in  luminous  ftreams,  and  the 

*  furrow  which  the  vcfTol  drew  formed  a 

*  white   bright  ftreak    behind   us,   which 

*  was   interfperfcd   with    fky-blue    fpots. 

*  The  multifarious  and  dazzling  light  was 
^  {kipping  on  the  curling  waves;  thefpume 
<  which  the  little  bubbles  produced  on  the 
f  furface  of  the  water,  glittered  like  fil- 
^  ver-coloured     fnow.       I     could    have 

*  plunged  in  the  watery  abyfs  in  order  to 

*  fink  down  in  that  heaven. 

'  The  rifing  fun  put  a  ftop  to  that  en- 

*  chantment.  My  fellow  travellers  began 
^  to  ftir.     I  haftened  to  tell  them  what  a 

*  fcene  they  had  miffed.  A  reverend  old 
«  man,   who  was  prefent  when   1    related 

*  what  I  had  feen,  fmiled.  "  One  can 
^  fee,"  faid  he,    "  that  this  is  your  firft 

*  voyage;    this    phenomcivoii  V^  tvvi^^cvvw5 

Ma  ^  \a.woi^ 
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^  upon  another  with  a  roaring  noife  ;  the 

*  dreadful  flafhes  of  lightning  fecmcd  to 

*  dye  the  furiacc  of  the  ocean  with  blood, 

*  and  each  clap  of  thunder  threatened  to 

*  fhiver  the  inaft  to  atoms.     The  foaming 

*  of  the  waves,  the  rolling  of  thunder,  and 

*  the  howling   of  the    winds,   feemcd  to 

*  announce  to  that  part  of  the  world  the 

*  return  of  old  chaos. 

*  The  ftrong  flafhes  of  lightning  made 
^  us  faddenly  obfcrve  that  land  was  near. 
^  How  welcome  foever  fuchadifcoveryis 
^  in  fw  weather,  yet  it  was  to  us  die  moil 
^  dregful  incident  that  could  have  hap- 
^  pened,  on  account  of  our  imminent  dan- 

*  ger    of  being    wrecked.      Our   cables 

*  feemed  not  to  be  able  to  refift  long  the 
•fury  of  the  winds  and  waves  which  af- 

*  failed  the  vefTcl. 

*  All  thefe  circumftances  contributed  to 
'  recall  to  my  mind  the  recolleftion  of  a 
^  fimilar  incident  which  had  robbed  mc 
^  of  my    Amelia.       The  wounds   of  my 

t  heart   began  to  bleed  afrefh,  and   the 
'  melancholy  fenfations  which  aflailed  m/ 

*  mind,  deprived  me  of  the  power  that  I, 

<  oiherwife,  fliould  have  o^^o^-^^  v^  ^^ 
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US  now  enjoy  in  lilence  the  grandcft 
fpe8acle  that  nature  can  afford  !''  So 
faying,  he  looked  with  tranquillity  at 
the.  foaming  ocean,  as  if  he  had  been 
{landing  on  the  fheltcring  ftiore,  far 
diftant  from  the  danger  that  furroundcd 
us  from  all  fides.  His  eyes  beheld  with 
inconceivable  ferenity  the  wild  commo- 
tion of  the  waves,  which  now  raifed  the 
veffel  to  the  flaming  clouds,  and  now 
hurled  it  into  the  gaping  abyfs  of  the 
boiling  fea.  The  firm  tranquillity  which 
Alumbrado's  countenance  bcfpoke,  in 
fpite  of  the  furious  combat  of  the  ele- 
ments, the  impending  deftrufclion  of  the 
fliip,  and  the  doleful  lamentations  of  the 
defponding  crew,  appeared  to  me  to  de- 
note more  than  human  courage.  I 
gazed  with  fecret  awe  at  a  being  that 
Teemed  to  be  delighted  with  a  fpeftacle, 
which  made  every  hair  of  my  head  rife 
like  bridles. 

*  At  length  the  flafties  of  lightning  grew 
fainter,  the  roaring  of  the  thunder  lefs 
violent,  and  the  fury  of  the  winds  feemed 
to  be  exhaufted ;  but  the  fea  continued 
10  be  agitated  in  fo  dreadful  a  manner^ 
M  4  ^^^K^^ 
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*  fmooth.     Wc  went  on  fhore,  and  found 
^  ourfelves  not  farther  than  a  day's  jour- 

*  ney  from  Lifjpn. 

'  You    fee,   my   friond,  that  a  higher 
«  power,  againft  which  oppofition  would 

*  have  been  ufelefs,  has  put  a  ftop  to  my 
♦voyage.     1  have  related  the  hiftory  of 

*  it  without  making  any  comments,  and 

*  leave  it  to  your  own  judgment  to  form  a 

*  jufl  opinion   of  it.     As  for  me,  I  am 

*  convinced  that  I  have  at  length  found 

*  the  man  whom  my  boding  foul  has  long 
.*  been  in  fearch  of»* 

This  letter  aftanifhcd  me  ta  the  higheft 
degree,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  augmented 
my  apprehenfions  very  much.  In  my  an- 
fwer  I  declared  neither  for  nar. againft 
Alumbrado's  fupematural  power,  becaufe 
I  neither  chofe  to  confirm  the  Duke  in: 
his  belief  in  ij,  nor  to  rilk  loling  his  con- 
fidence;  for  how  could  I  have  expefted 
10  receive  farther  intelligence  of  his  con- 
nexion with  Alumbrado,  if  I  had  been 
deprived  of  the  latter  ?  and  yet  it  was  of 
the  utmo:1  importance  to  me  to  learn 
every  traafaftion  of  that  defigning  man* 
M  5  ^^Xs.- 
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fliip  to  gratify  my  defire,  and  tried  every 
art  of  perfuafion  in  order  to  get  the  wifhed 
for  information.  He  always  evaded  my 
queftidns,  and  frequently  betrayed  ftrong 
marks  of  uneafinefs.  Difpleafed  with 
this  refer ve  and  myfterious  behaviour,  I 
took  leave  with  evident  coolnefs. 

The  two  following  days  elapfed  with- 
out our  feeing  each  other.  I  mud  not 
forget  to  mention,  that  I  received,  the  fe- 
cond  day  after  my  arrival,  a  letter  from 
an  unknown  hand.  When  I  opened  the 
cover,  I  found  a  fecond  fealed  letter 
along  with  the  following  lines  which  were 
direfted  to  me  :    *  To  morrow  you  will 

*  receive  a  vifit  of  an  old  acquaintance, 

*  to  whom  you  will  have  the  kindnefs  to 

*  deliver  the  inclofed  letter.     But  if  he 

*  fhould  not  have  made  his  appearance  on 

*  the  day  after  to-morrow,  you  may  open 

*  the  letter,  which  will  give  you  farther 

*  information/ 

I  could  guefs  neither  the  writer  of  the 
note,  nor  who  that  old  acquaintance 
could  be. 

The  day  following  I  received  the 
puke's  letter,  which  had  bc^w  fetiX. -^^vrx 
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*  Concerning  the  Irifhman,  Alumbrado 
has  given  me  a  very  extraordinary  hint. 
The  Marquis  of  F*  (faid  he)  is  un- 
doubtedly right  when  he  maintains,  that 
God  never  intrufts  an  impoftor  with  the 
power  of  working  miracles.  He  is  how- 
ever raiftaken,  if  he  thinks  the  fpeaking 
phantom,  which  Hiermanfor  made  ap- 
pearatthe  church-yard,  had  been  nothing 
elfe  but  a  natural  deception;  no  one 
will  ever  perfuade  me  that  it  is  poffible 
to  effe£l  any  thing  of  that  kind  by  na^ 
tural  means.  EfFefted  by  mere  natural 
means,  (you  will  fay)  and  yet  no  mi* 
racle  ?  certainly  not;  for  cannot  Hier- 
manfor have  deluded  you  by  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  father  of  lies  ?  I  will  not 
explain  my  opinion  on  that  head  more 
at  large,  yet  I  think  the  Irifliman  [s  aa 
hypocritical  villain,  who  carries  on  a 
wicked  trade.  One  ought  to  congratu- 
late you,  that  your  good  principles  de- 
terred him  from  initiating  you  in  his 
fhocking  mylleries.  It  was  not  without 
rcaibn  that  he  accufed  you  of  want  of 
fclf-fubfiftence  and  refolution,  for  a 
dreadiu)  degree  o£  firmut^^  o^  ^>^  N^^ 
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required  for  joining  in  a  coniraft  there- 
by monal  men  bid  defiance  to  the  great 
eternal  Rttler  of  the  world.  However 
your  better  genius  watched  over  ycm^ 
and  although  you  have  been  emangjed 
a  long  lime  in  the  bonds  of  wickediierii 
yet  be  has  delivered  you  from  thofc 
fnares  before  they  were  lied  indiffolubly* 
You  ought  to  be  thankful  to  the  nicicy 
of  the  God  of  love,  and  to  be  on  your 
guard  in  future.  If  you  (liould  nicei 
with  men  who  perform  fupernatura) 
works,  you  may  eaCIy  find  out  what 
fort  of  people  they  are  ;  if  they  deal  iit 
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*  point  out  to  you  reajon  as  the  only  in- 

*  fallible  inftruftor  and  guide,  at  the  ex- 

*  pence   of  faith,  and  at  the    fame    time 
'  ftrove  to  confound  that  very  reafon  by 

*  artful  and  fallacious  conclufions,  as  the 

*  Marquis  of  F*  has   demonftratcd  in  a 

*  mafterly  manner.      The    Irifliman  was 

*  very  careful  not  to  make  you  reflcft  on 

*  the  limits  of  reafon  and  the  power  of 

*  men,  becaufe  a  genius  like  you  would 

*  eafily  have  concluded   how  much    we 

*  are 'in  want  of  divine  illumination  and 

*  grace  ;  and  it  was  his  chief  aim  to  re- 

*  move  the  light  of  religion,  becaufe  his 

*  works  required  being  covered  by  delu- 

*  five  mifls.     You  will  never  have  feen 

*  him  frequent  the  church,  nor  perform 

*  religious  rites,  will   never  have   heard 

*  him  pronounce    certain  facred   names. 

*  I  know  that  fort  of  people,  who  are  fo 

*  much   the    more  dangerous,    the  more 

*  they  are  fkilled  in  concealing  their  real 

*  fliape    behind    deceiving  mafks.      The 

*  fpreading  libcrtinifm,   and   the  furious 

*  rage  of  explaining   every  thing  natu- 

*  rally,  threatens  indeed   to  fufpend  the 
J  belief  in  the  exiftcnce^  nay  even  in  the 
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*  bility  of  miracles  and  forccry,  however 
'  thev  have  not  ccafcd  notwithftandins 
'  that.  The  opinions  of  men  may  alter, 
'  but   things    \vill    remain    as    they    are- 

*  The  fame  Omnipotence  that  in  times  of 

*  old  has  led  the  Ifraelites  through  the 
'  red  fea,  manifefts  itfelf  ftill  in  our  davs 
«  through  fignsand  miracles,  although  they 

*  are   not  acknowledged   as  fuch  by  the 

*  blind  multitude.  The  fame  reprobated 
'  fpirit  that  fpoke  formerly  through  the 
«  oracle  of  Delphos,  and  by  whofe  affift- 
'  ance  Simon  the  magician  performed 
«  extraordinary  feais,  is  ftill  aftive  in  our 
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<  figns  ?     People    of   either    defcription 

*  will,  indeed,  always  rarely  be  met  with; 
«  fuperftition  will  mi  flake  as  fuch  many ' 

<  who  do  not  belong  to  that   clafs,  yet 

<  who  can  prove  that  they  do  not  exift 
^  at  all  ?    I   am,  certainly,   no  enemy  to 

*  reafon,  however  I  conceive  it  to  be  not 
^  lefs  abfurd  obiUnately  to  reje£i  what- 
^  ever  is  miraculous,  than  to  believe  it 
^  blindly*  I  efteom  reafon  while  it  does 
^  not  ovorftep  th&  limits  to  which  it  is 
(CGAfined,  .as  the  Marquis  of  F^  has 
^juftly  obferved^  nor  attempts  la  expel 
^faithw      There  are  fupernatural   things, 

*  facre4  truths,  which  the  former  never 
^  can-  comprehend,  being  referved  only 
«  for  the  latter.     Faith  is  hailed  by  noon- 

*  tide  light,  even  where  reafon  finds  no- 

*  thing    but  midnight  darknefs.      While 

*  the  latter  proceeds  flowly,  and  with  un* 

<  certain  fteps,  thVough  a  mazy  labyrinth 

*  of  concluiions  and*  arguments,  the  for- 

*  mer  enjoys  a  clear  immediate  fight  of 
'  truth,  and  experiences  all  the  ftrength 

*  of  its  evidence.  The  period  is  however 
'  arrived,  when  men  begin  to  abandon 

*  themMvcs  cxclufively  to  \!t\^  c.c\^  V^^- 
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*  of  the  truth  of  this  aflcrtion  :  he  went, 

*  as   you  know  from    hiltory,  with  four 

*  thoufand  men   againft  the  infidels,  and 

*  was  oppofed  by  five  kings  with  four 
«  hundred  thoufand  Moors.     Terror  aad 

*  difmay    feized   his   little   army    at   this 

*  fight ;  however,  the  celebrated  appari- 
«  tion  through  which  God  promifed  him 

*  the  vidory  over   his  enemies,   revived 

*  the  broken  fpirit  of  his  troops.     And 

*  what  elfe  but  faith  in  this  promife  could 

*  have  made  him  ri(k  and  gain  a  battle^ 
^  in  which  one  man  had  to  encounter  an 
«  hundred  ?'* 

*  My  dear  Marquis,  I  have  been  inter- 

*  rupted  again  by  the  vifit  of  a  great  pre- 

*  late,  and,-   with    your  permiflion,  fhall 

*  communicate  to  you  the    fubftance  of 

*  what  he  has  told  me.     The   Jews   (he 

*  faid)  have,  as  you  will   know,  offered 

*  to  the  new  Regent,  on  his  acceflion  to 

*  the  throne,  to  pay'  a  great  fum  of  mo- 

*  ncy  to  him,  if  he  would  grant  them  li- 
}  berty  to  live  and  to  trade  in  the  coun- 

*  try  as  external  Chiiftians,  without  being 

*  perfecuted  by  thelnquifition. — It  would 

*  have  been  highly  advaxvx.^^'^oxx^  v^  ^^^^ 
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«  gioD)  if  this  liberty  had  been  gxairted  t9 
^  the  Jews ;  for  although  they  fliovkl 
^  have  vifited  the  Chriftian  churches  at 
^  firft  only  for  form's  fake,  andobferrcd 
«only  the  external  rites  of  worfliipi  yd 
^  many  would  have  been  edifiedy  ud 
^  convinced  of  the  truth  of  ChriftU 
^  anity  To  irrcfiftibly,  that  they  wouM 
^  have  ferioufly  embraced  the  ChriBian 
<  religion.  The  Inquifitor^  tbemfdvcf 
«  have  intimated  this  to  the  King.  Hov* 
^  ever  the  — r-j^^  I  do  not  know  iMMrtO 
4  call  him,  wha  cares  little  ^  for  she  pn^ 
*  pagation  of  faith,   has   refufed  lo^ 
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<  Sovereign,  he  alf >  cnd^ivours  :>  ibi^'^ 
an  opportuniiv  of  a]:e::i". 
the  chief  of  ihe  c!:urch.     O  Marq 
O   Duke !    what  gi'>o:r.y  przizrica 
all  thofe  who  arc  rc:V.v:dio 
to   die  in  the  religion  of  ibe.r  ir.:t.'- 
tors.   . 

"  Stop,"  ihc  Marq«:>  exi'sinvi-  ••  ':  z 
fliall  not  d.ire  to  c^rr.-  t:-".^.'!  :->  :,i: 
point;  by  heaver.,  he  fii  1  r.:u^  J-!/ 
father  had  not  y::  ccaf:d  ^■•'i.-^  vtr.:  :■, 
his  indignation,  vhen  i>.2  ciii::  p.-t.^t- 
whom   I   menii'jjic'i   in   r.y  ir.:   !t:  :::. 

«  joined  us.     The  tvj  prel^rtri  -rre:  r;- 

*  joiccd  to  fje  ca:h  o:htr-  c:.l  :i-:ri'".'- 

*  their  fcniimenis  1  j  :i::'.e  frc.;.  csi'.ji  '.::.  ;, 

*  that  they  bo:h  avriv.ed  their -^T^: :.:.,-:  ..! 

*  the  new  Kin^  wiihout  tr.e  \.ik  r::.:-  :. 
"  I  cannot  conceive  ho>?  you,'"  iid'i  r.^-  >•  :• 

*  had  joined  us,  turning  lorr.y  f>h.r  u:.i 

*  me,  '•  who  arc  fprun^  from  r-jy^i  :/.'^'-  -- 

*  can  fubmit  to  the  h\im\\ui.  ja  of  '/:>'- 

*  ing  a  ufurpcr,  who  will  d  j  ev  jry  '.i*  ^ 

*  in  his  power  to  huinblj  your  faiiiy  -■ 
«  much  as  poiTible.  Don't  you  p'^ic-i/j 
«  ihat  he  confers  the  hi^heft  digfUvic^  on 

*  other  people,  while  he,  o\x\.  o^  vktv>*- 
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town,  which  always  attrafted  me  very 
much,  partly  by  its  natural  charms,  and 
partly  by  the  undifturbed  folitude  one 
enjoys  there.  On  the  left  fide,  a  chain 
of  hills,  that  form  a  beautiful  group;  on 
the  right,  a  wood,  inclofing  the  exten- 
five  plain,  and  in  the  middle  the  prof- 

peft  of  the  diftant  blue  mountains 

You  know  what  ah  enchanting  effeft 
that  fpot  produces,  particularly  at  fun- 
fet;  and  thither  I  took  a  walk  every 
evening.  The  way  to  that  charming 
place  is  decorated  with  the  ruins  of  an 
old  chapel,  which  partly  is  furroundcd 
with  a  half  decayed  wall.  Approach- 
ing thofe  ruins  laft  evening,  I  faw 
Alumbrado  ftep  forth  with  hafty  paces. 
Stop!"  he  exclaimed,  "  Do  you  know 
that  you  will  be  a  dead  man  if  you  pro- 
ceed a  ftep  farther  ?"  Alumbrado's  un- 
expefled  appearance,  his  intelligence, 
and  the  ferioufnefs  of  his  countenance 
convulfed  my  nerves.  "  A  dead  man  ?'* 
I  exclaimed.  "  Yes  !"  faid  he,  "  did 
I  not  foretell  you  that  the  King  would 
vent  his  refentment  againft  you  ?  If  you 
go  BFty  fteps  farther^  70M  ^\W  W^€.^ 
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&  under  the  hands  of  his  bandied.    Yo« 

*  ftare  at  me,"  he  continued.  **  If  yoi 
(  wiQi  to  be  convinced  of  it,  then  fdUov 
«  me  into  the  chapel,  and  let  us  change 
«  cloaths ;  I  fhall  purfuc  this  path,  wnfi 

<  in  your  cloak,  and  the  hired  aflsft* 
«  will  fall  upon  mc,  under  the  mifiBkei 
^  notion  that  I  am  the  perfon  whom  thcjr 

<  have  been  ordered  by  the  King  to  aC> 
^  faflinate.    If  you  will  afcend  to  the  top 

*  of  this  turret,    you    may  witaeb  the 

*  whole  fcenc."  I  (huddered  iriA  hor- 
^  ror,  and  peremptorily  refufed  to  fubmit 

*  to  it."     "  You  need  not  to  be  under  the 
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report  of  a  piftol,  and  faw  him  drop 
down,  upon  which  three  ruffians  darted 
forth  from  the  bufhes,  gave  him  fomc 
ftabs,  and  carried  him  into  the  wood. 
I  daggered  down  the  narrow  flair-cafe 
by  which  I  had  afcendcd  the  turret,  and 
went  home,  thrilled  with  emotions  that 
furpafs  all  power  of  dcfcription.  I  fat 
up  till  after  midnight,  but  no  Alum- 
brado  came;  however,  at  fix  o'clock 
he  entered  my  apartment.  I  cannot  de- 
fcribe  what  I  felt  on  feeing  him.  He 
was  unhurt,  but  nevcrthclefs  I  dag- 
gered back  at  the  light  of  him.  "  Alum- 
brado!'*  faid  I,  after  a  paufe  of  dumb 
aftonidiment,  "  do  I  really  fee  you 
alive  after  the  fccne  my  eyes  have  wit- 
neOed  laR  night  ?"  ''  Piftols  and  dag- 
gers," he  replied,  *^  cannot  hurt  the 
man  who  is  under  the  immediate  pro- 
tection of  God.  Come,"  added  he, 
•  let  us  go  to  your  father." 
*  I  related  to  my  parent  the  incident  of 
the  preceding  night.  He  feemed  to  be 
petrified.  The  cruel  villainy  of  the 
King,  and  the  fupernatural  power  of 
Alumbrado,  appeared  to  have  carried 
Vol.  hi.  N  ^\i^xfi. 
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leagued  with  the  fpirit  of  darknefs  arc 
proof  againft  fire-arms  and  fwords,  and 
that  the  children  of  light  do  not  enjoy 
that  privilege?      I    will    gire   you   a 
proof  of  it;  fend  for  a  gun  and  balls, 
here  is  powder.*'     So  faying,  he  pro- 
duced the  powder  horn  which  I   had 
miffed  fome  days.     "  You  have,"  added 
he,  '*  either  loft  it  or  it  has  been  ftolen, 
for  I  have  found  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
banditti."    *•  What  are  you  going  to  do 
with  balls  and  a  gun  ?"    My  father  a(ked 
with  marks  of  aftonifhment.     "  That 
you  (hall  fee  iriftantly,"  Alumbrado  re- 
plied, "  if  you  only  will  fend  for  both." 
I  ordered  Pietro  to  fetch  my  fowling 
piece  and  a  couple  of  balls  out  of  my 
Apartment.      He   returned   with    them, 
and  Alumbrado  whifpered  in  my  ear  to 
fend  him  out  of  the  room.     Having  dif- 
miffed  the  fervant,  Alumbrado  begged 
me  to  charge  the  gun,  but  previoufly  to 
examine  carefully  the  powder  and  the 
balls.     I  did  as  he  had  defired  mc,  and 
the  gun  being  charged,  Alumbrado  faid 
to  the  Marquis :  **  Now  take  the  gun, 
my  Lordy  and  fire  it  at  me*'    ^n  ^"a?^^^ 
N  2 
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was  almoft  pcirificd  at  this  rcqucfl,  and 
having  gazed  al  him  a  good  while,  with 
looks     of    aRoniflimcnt,      exclaimed; 

t  Ko  [  I  never  fliall  do  any  thing  of  that 
kind  V — Then  you  too  are.  deftituic  of 
faith  ?''  Aluinbrado  fa  id,  looking  up  to 
heaven.  **  O  God,  how  degenerated 
arc  even  the  faithful  adorers  of  thy 
fon!*'  *'  1  have  declined  it  out  trf  no 
other    iBOtivc,"    the    Marquis    replied, 

*  but  bccaufe  1  will  not  tempi  theoniiii- 
potciice  of  God/*  **  The  motive  of 
my  requeft  is  not  temptation^  but  the 
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his  aim,  but  trembled  fo  violently  that 
he  was  obliged  to  lay  down  the  gun, 
Alumbrado  defired  me  to  ftep  nearer, 
and  putting  my  hand  to  his  bare  bread, 
faid :  "  Feel  whether  this  heart  beats  fo 
thnoroufly  as  that  of  your  father."  Thefe 
words  provoked  the  pride  of  the  Mar-' 
quis,  he  ordered  me  to  ftep  afide, 
levelled  his  piece  and  difcharged  it. 
A  cloud  of  fmoak  concealed  Alum- 
brado's  fituation  for  a  moment  from  our 
eyes.  It  is  impoflible  to  depift  the' 
fenfations  that  ruflied  upon  my  heart, 
when  I  beheld  him  in  his  former  fitua- 
tion, and  heard  him  exclaim :  ^'  You 
have  aimed  well,  my  Lord,  howevexf 
the  ball  has  recoiled  from  my  bread, 
there  it  lies  on  the  floor."  My  father 
funk  on  his  knees  and  lifted  his  hands  to 
heaven  as  if  praying,  and  I  gazed  at 
Alumbrado  with  filent  awe. 
"  Duke !"  faid  the  latter,  "  charge  the 
gun  once  more."  The  Marquis  darted 
up,  exclaiming  :  "  For  what  purpoic  ?'* 
*♦  I  want  your  fon  to  repeat  the  deed."— 
^  No,  there  is  no  occafion  for  it/'  my  fa- 
ther replied,  **  the  omnipotence  of  the 
N  3  '^  ^v«x^ 
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*  O  my  friend,  make  liafte  to  recant  at 
the  feet  of  this  allonifhing  man  the  pre- 
judices which  you  have  uUcred  againft 
him.  Blufli  at  your  philofophy,  where- 
by you  have  combate4  fo  frequently 
my  propcnfity  to  fupematural  events* 
I  have  always  had  a  prefentiment  that 
this  irrefiftible  propenfity  would  be  gra- 
tified one  time ;  y?t  I  was  a  (Iranger  to 
the  road  which  led  to  the  objed:  of  my 
mod  ardent  wiQies.  Alumbrado  has 
pointed  it  out  to  me,  and  a  new  epocha 
of  my  life  has  comin^ncefl  with  that  pe- 
riodt  How  littlp,  apd  how  difgufling 
an4  vgin  does  now  all  the  wifdom  an4 
91II  the  tinfjpl  fplendor  of  the  world  ap- 
pear to  me^  fince  I  have  been  made  ac- 
quainted \vith  that  higher  good,  which 
is  concealed  from,  and  inaccellible  to 
the  greateft  part  of  human  kind,' 

*  P.  S.  On  reading  ipy  lexter  over, 
I  find  a  few  paflages  in  it,  which  would 
determine  me  not  to  fend.it  on  ajccount 
of  the  great  watchfulneft  with^whijch  all 
letters  are  examined  by  :Qr4^r  of  ^bp 
King^  if  I  had  not  been  'affured  »^tbat 

N  4  .    .    '  ♦  rf)pfe 
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veins,  and  I  was  ready  to  drop  to  the 
ground ;  however,  defpair  foon  roufed 
me  from  the  ftupor  that  had  feized  me.  I 
got  in  my  carriage  in  order  to  enquire 
perfonally  into  the  truth  of  that  dreadful 
intelligence.  Coming  in  the  ftreet  I  ob- 
fervcd  a  univerfal  commotion,  and  re- 
ceived, but  loo  foon,  a  confirmation  of 
my  valet's  intelligence ;  being  informed, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  forty-five  perfons 
more  had  been  arreftcd  along  with  the  Duke 
and  his  father.  The  multitude  were  af- 
fembled  before  the  royal  palace,  demand- 
ing with  a  furious  clamour,  that  the  trai- 
tors (hould  be  delivered  up  to  them ;  the 
king  however  thanked  them  for  their  zeal, 
and  ordered  the  conftable  to  difperfe  the 
populace. 

My  aftonifliment,  my  agony  and  con- 
Aernation,  and  an  indifpofition  which  had 
been  brought  on  by  the  violent  agitation 
of  my  mind,  prevented  me  from  recollect- 
ing that  this  was  the  very  day  on  which 
I  was  to  expeft  the  friend,  of  whofe  in- 
tended vifit  I  had  been  apprifed  by  that 
letter  from  an  unknown  perfon.  The  fuc- 
•cecding  day  I  happened  to  fee  that  letter 
N  5  accidentally 
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accidentalW  on  my  wriiing-defk,  and  the 
friend  to  whom  I  was  to  deliver  it,  oot 
having  made  his  appcaraBCc  at  the  fixed 
hcj:ir,  I  made  ufe  of  the  liberty  I  trad  re- 
ceived to  open  it* 

Conceive  my  aftDniOiment  when  I  fait 
ihc  hand-vriting  of  the  Duke  of  Carina* 

*  When  you  fhall  read  thcfc  lines/  h^ 
mToic,  *  the  great  deed  will  be  perfomicdt 

*  atid   P^^l    reduced   again    under  the 

*  S fti     doHiinion,     Forgive    tnCj  fol 

*  having  this  time  deceived  your  confi- 

*  dence,  and  believe  mc^  that  nothing  but 

*  your  conncftion  with  the  new  Kingcotild 

*  have  prevented  me  from  commanicalinij 
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*  to  rcftore  the  crwvn  of  P 1  to  the 

*  King  of  S n;  yet  this  defign  appear* 

^  ed  tQ  be  fu  dangerous,  that  neither  the 

*  M^rqifis  nor  myfelf  would  engage  in  it 

*  before  we  had   the  confent  of  Alum- 

*  brado.  We  preffed  him,  therefore,  one 
^  evening  to  grant  us  his  permiffion  and 
^  afiiftaa^e.     He  hefitated  a   long  whi]e^ 

*  and  at  length  replied,  "  Well !  I  will 
^  oppof(^  you  no  longer,  but  I  dclare  fo» 
^  lemnly  that  I  will  not  afford  you  the 
«  lead  afliftancc  in  your  defign  againft  the 
^  King  before  I  fball  be  convinced  that  it 

*  i$  ihe  will  of  God»  which  we  can  learn 
^  by  no  other  mejins  but  prayer.     The 

*  fpirit  of  Cod  infpires  thofe  that  are 
^  praying  to  him  with  fmcerity  of  hearty 
^  and  the  fentiments  which  prevail  in  our 
^  foul  in  that  fituation  are  the  voice  of 
^  Gpd.  Lot  us  devote  thi?  night  to  prayer, 
^  addrcf^  th^  Omnifcient  feparately,  and 
^  to-4Borrow  morning  communicate  to  each 

*  other  what  the  Lord  iball  reveal  to  us. 

*  If  ypu  ibaU  continue  firm  in  your  refo- 

*  lutioo  lifter  you  have  perfonned  your 
^  devociop#  then  it  19  (he  will  oi*  the 
«  Eterna}^  i^pd  we  will  go  to  work/' 

N  6  ^  I  Wd^ 
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iircre  burning  before  the  altar,  and  iSie 
images  of  the  faints,  produced  on  the 
oppofite  parts  of  the  fabric  large  maffcs 
of  light  and  (hade,  while  they  fpread 
only  a  faint  dufk  over  the  other  parts  of 
the  Gothic  building.  The  pre  fence  of 
the  Eternal,  the  melancholy  ftillnefs  of 
night,  the  extenfive  circumference  of 
the  venerable  edifice,  made  me  fcnfible, 
with  a  kind  of'  horror,  of  my  folitary 
fituation.  The  profound  ftillnefs  that 
reigned  around  was  interrupted  only 
now  and  then  by  a  momentaneous  crack- 
ing, by  the  clattering  of  the  windows, 
the  whiftling  of  a  guft  of  wind  ruQiing 
through  the  foftly  refounding  organ- 
pipes,  and  by  the  chiming  of  a  bell. 
Proceeding  further,  I  was  ftruck  with 
the  hollow  found  of  my  footfteps,  which 
reminded  me  that  the  marble  pavement 
covered  the  vault  in  which  the  bodies  of 
the  deceafed  fathers  of  the  order  were 
awaiting  the  mom  of  refurre6Uon.  I 
went  through  one  of  the  aifles,and  ftopped 
in.iwful  contemplation,  now.  at  an  altar, 
iioi)^  at  the  image  of  a.  faint,  and  now  at 
a  tomb.  The  antique,  artlefs  appearance 
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a  monk  carrying  a  lanthorn  appeared  in 
the  back  part  of  the  burying  place ;  and 
a  Ihort  refleftion  unfolded  to  me  the 
whole  myftery.  The  noife  which  I  had 
heard  proceeded  from  his  fteps^  and  the 
figures  were  nothing  elfebutwhite  {latues, 
which  appeared  and  difappeared  as  he 
moved  the  lanthorn  in  walking.  Pro- 
bably, he  had  been  praying  in  the  porch^ 
and  was  now  returning  to  his  cell  :  I 
concealed  myfelf  in  a  pew,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  feen  by  him.  A  wearinefs 
which  proceeded  from  the  chilly  night 
air  and  want  of  deep,  bade  me,  at  length, 
put  a  ftop  to  my  wanderings.  I  feated 
myfelf  in  a  pew,  where  I  abandoned  my- 
felf to  the  wild  freaks  of  my  imagina* 
tion. 

*  The  dawn  of  day  was  already  peep- 
ing through  the  ftained  windows,  when  I 
awoke  from  the  fanciful  dreams  of  my 
wondering  mind,  and  the  purple  rays  of 
the  morning  fun  refle6ted  with  radiant 
glory  from  the  image  of  the  holy  Vir- 
gin, fuipended  againft  the  wall  oppofite 
the  windoMF.  •  I  was  abforbed  in  the  con- 
templation of  this  {abluiie  tDbjeA   for 
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"  Yes  !"  wc  replied  at  the  fame  time* 
«  A    long   paufe    enfued.     At    length 

*  Alumbrado  began :  "  I  too  have   dedi- 

*  cated  the  night  to  devotion,  and  join  in 

*  your  league."  Taking  us  by  the  hand, 
*^  I  have  converfed   with  God,  and   re- 

*  ccived  heavenly  revelations,  which  I  will 

*  communicate  to  you,  if  you  will  pro- 

*  mife  eternal  fecrecy." 

*  We  promifed  it.' 

**  Yes,  my  friends,"  he  refumed,  "  God 

*  has  chofen  you  to  be  minifters  of  his 
« avenging  juftice.  Your  miffion  is 
«  honourable,  but  awful — awful,  and,  at 

*  the  fame  time,  blifsful.  But  I  muft  re- 
<  mind  you,  that  it  does  not  befit  the 
*inftruments  of  the  Eternal  to  fcan  his 

*  holy  degrees,  nor  to  refift.     Will  you, 

*  therefore,  promife  to  obey  implicitly  ?" 

"  We  wilK" 

*'  To  obey  alfo  when  the  dectees  of 

*  God  fhall  come  in  contradiftion   with 

*  your  opinions  and  feelings  ?" 

**  The  decrees  of  the  Eternal  are  im- 
^  penetrable,  but  ever  wife  and  ever  juft. 

*  We  will  obey  r  •     ♦  > 

**  Then  you  fwear  tp  obey  Wiitdly  ?"  * 
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^  We  fwore,  and  now  we  learned  froin 
^  Alumbrado  our  mifTion,  and  the  whole 
^  plan  of  the  fecret  league.  It  would  be 
'  fuperduous  to  give  you  the  particulars 

*  of  it,  becaufe  it  will  be  executed^and 

*  confcquently  known  to  you  when  )X>u 

*  fliall   read    this    letter, — Farewell^  my 

*  friend,  for  whom  I  always  (hall  retain  a 
^  tender  aflfe^lion,   although  you  fliould 

*  become    my    moft    inveterate    CBCmjT- 
'  Farewell/ 


This  letter  partly  unfolded  to  im  ilif 
my  llery  of  the  whole  event ;  Icpuldy  how- 
ever, befl  form  a  clpar  idea  pT  fut;  jwrti* 
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ent  occafions,  to  Lif*on,in  order  to  watch 
the  fecret  motions  of  that  nobleman  and 
to  counteraft  them  efFeftually.  Alum* 
brado  fixed  his  eyes  on  a  man  who  was 
generally  refpeCled  as  well  on  account  of 
his  rank,  his  birth,  and  extraordinary 
merits,  as  of  his  great  wealth ;  the  Mar- 
quis of  Villa—  Re*l,  whofe  fecret  anti- 
pathy againftthe  Dukeof  B-.— a,  Oli'arez 
had  pointed  out  to  him.  With  the  alfift- 
^nce  of  this  man,  he  defigned  to  lay  the 
mine  which  was  to  blow  up  the  great  work 

of  the  Duke  of  B a*  -  He  found  th^ 

Marquis  in  a  lituation  of  mind  that  fecm«- 
ed  to  promife  v^ry  little  fuccefs  in  the 
profecution  of  his  political  views. 

The  fuppofed  apparition  of  Count  San*^ 
and  the  illnefs  which  had  fuccceded  itf 
had  changed  him  from  a  ftatefman  to  a 
pietiftical  hermit.  However,  an  intri- 
guing  genius  like  Alumbrado  was  not  dif- 
cou raged  by  thcfe  unfavourable  fymp- 
toms ;  he  only  changed  his  meafures,  and 
founded,  on  religious  fanaticifm  and  fu- 
perftition  a  plan,  by  which  he  expefted  IQ 
intereft  the  Marquis  for  his<lefigns.  Yet 
he  had,  perhaps,  imagined  this  tafk  much 
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eaficr  than  it  really  was,  or  ilie  progreflef 
die  Marquis  naade  were  flower  than  be 
had  expcfted— in  Ibort,  the  revolution 
broke  out  before  he  had  attained  his  pur- 
pofe.  This  unexpeflcd  blow  did  not 
deprefs  Alumbrado*s  fpirit.  He  had.  in- 
decd»  not  been  able  to  difpute  the  acquifi- 

tion  of  the  crovt^n  of  P 1  with  the  Duke 

of  B a;  he  formed  however,  the  refo* 

lution  to  deprive  him  of  it.  With  this 
view  he  returned  to  S — n  to  confult  with 
01i*arez,  The  latter  had  really  been  in- 
duced by  the  difliniulation  of  the  Duke  of 
Cam^na,  to  believe  him  fcrious  in  his  de* 
linft  the  family  of  B^ —  a,  and  this 
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Br^ga,  Primate  of  P 1,  an  acquifition 

which  cod  Alumbrado  very  little  trouble, 
the  Prelate  meeting  him  half-way.  The 
archbifhop  had  witncffed  the  fuccefsful 
iffue  of  the  revolution  with  the  'greatcft 
indignation,  becauf<f  he  was  entirely  de- 
voted to  the  S  ~  fli  court  and  theVice  Queen 
to  whom  he  owed  his  preferment.  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,  he  had 
already  drawn  the  fword  againft  one  of  the 
confpirators  in  order  to  avenge  his  bcne- 
faftrefs ;  her  confinement  was  therefore  an 
additional  motive  to  him  for  joining  the 
confpirators,  by  whofe  adiftance  he  hoped 
to  avenge  her  wrongs  and  to  rcftore  her  to 
liberty.  Alumbrado  gained  through  him 
even  the  bifhop  of  ''arda.  Grand  In- 
quifitor  of  the  Empire.  The  infinuation 
that  he  would  not  enjoy  long  his  import- 
ant office  under  the  new  government,  the 
King  being  inclined  to  abolifh  the  Inqui- 
fition,  was  the  chief  motive  of  his  having 
taken  a  part  in  the  confpiracy. 

Both  prelates  were  very  fenfible  how  ne- 
cefTary  it  was  that  the  Marquis  and  his  fon 
fhould  join  the  confpirators  if  Alumbra- 
do's  dcfign  Qiould  fucceed,  and  therefore 
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tlfo  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  in  or- 
ler  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  people, 
rhen  the  confpirators  were  to  pcnctraic 
nto  the  palace  under  the  pretext  of  cxtin- 
^ifliing  the  fire,  and  to  ftab  the  King ;  the 
^ueen,  however,  and  the  two  yoang 
Princes,  were  to  be  feized  by  the  Dokeof 
;ra*ina,  in  order  to  obtain  through  them 
he  poffcflion  of  the  caftle.  The  Primate 
vith  his  train  was,  meanwhile,  to  parade 
h rough  the  ftrcets,  in  order  to  frighteo  the 
•efraftory  multitude  with  the  Inqnifition, 
ind  when  the  whole  plan  fhoold  hare  been 
lappily  executed,  the  Marquis  of  Villa 
il'al  was  to  be  invefted  with  the  dignity 
>f  Vicegerent. 

This  was  the  plan  of  an  undertaking 
hat  could  be  attempted  only  by  fool* 
lardy  and  deluded  men.  Alumbrado,  who 
cnew  bed  how  hazardous  and  adrenturou  s 
t  was,  was  well  aware,  that,  even  if  their 
lefign  (hould  be  executed  in  the  mofl  fuc- 
refsful  manner,  the  capital  only  would  be 
;ained,  and  every  thing  loft  again  if  tbcy 
ivere  not  fupported  by  an  external  ponrcr. 
He  found  it  therefore  ncccflary  that  a 
S— Ih  fleet  fliould  be  ready  to  furprifc  the 
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obferved  in  carrying  on  their  plot.     He 
found  it,   neverthelefs,  very   difficult  to 
come  upon  the  right  tack.     Although  he 
had  fucceeded  in  his  attempt  of  getting 
admittance  to  Ba*za's  houfe  in  the  di(- 
guife  of  a  foreign  merchant,  and  gained 
the  confidence  of  that  man  by  means  of 
fome  very  gr#at  money  tranfaftions,  yet 
he  could  not  trace  out  the  lead  thing  con* 
cerning  the  fecret  plot  which  he  fufpefted 
to  be  carrying  on,  Ba*za  being  always  on 
his    guard,    notwithftanding  the   repeat- 
ed inveflives  the  Irifliman  uttered  againft 
the  new  government  in  order  to  allure 
him  to  take  the  bait.     But  when  Baeza 
received  the  afbrefaid  letter  in  order  to 
fend   it  to  S— n,  he  betrayed  fo  much 
anxiety  that  it  could  not  efcape  the  kecn- 
fighted  looks  of  the  Irifliman.   The  latter 
employed  every  art  to  difpofe  the  mer- 
chant to  direft  that  letter  to  the  Marquis 
of  Aja»onti,  a  commander  of  a  Sp— fli  for- 
trefs  on  the  frontier,  and  afted  his  part 
with  fo  much  dexterity,  that  Baeza  adopt- 
ed his  advice  without  entertaining  the  lead 
fufpicion,  thinking  that  the  letter  would 
certainly  be  delivered  to  the   Minifter 
Vol.  III.  O  ^"^^^ 
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Imagining  that  my  readers  witl  be  de*^ 
firous  to  learn  the  particulars  of  the  life 
of  this  extraordinary  man,  I  wilt  give  a 
(hort  (ketch  of  what  I  could  learn. 

He  was  born  at  *a*.  If  the  virtues  of 
parents  were  as  inheritable  as  their  rank 
and  fortune,  he  would  not  have  been  a 
difgrace  to  a  family  as  noble  as  it  was 
refpe£lable.  Already  in  his  juvenile  age 
he  exhibited  marks  of  a  penetrating  un- 
derllanding,  of  an  extraordinary  docility 
and  acutenefs,  but  nature  had  thrown 
away  her  gifts  upon  a  villain.  The  great 
xigour  with  which  his  father  watched  his 
condu3,  had  no  other  effefi  but  that  of 
making  him  a  hypocrite,  for  he  would 
commit  any  crime  if  he  could  do  it  un- 
obferved,  although  he  was  generally  be- 
lieved to  be  a  pattern  of  every  virtue. 
In  his  ninth  year  he  killed  a  girl  by  a 
ftone  thrown  from  a  fling,  and  was  capable 
not  only  of  fathering  the  crime  upon  one 
of  his  play-fellows,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
of  rendering  his  accufation  more  plaufible 
by  his  folemn  proteilations,  and  the  tears 
he  flied  over  the  corpfe.  Progrefs  of 
time  changed  his  conduQ.  tvox.  vci^^V.'^n 
O  %  >c 
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bled  him  to  ingratiate  bimfelf  with  that 
worthy  prelate,  who  was  fo  much  de* 
ceived  by  him,  that  he  received  him  into 
his  fervice.  Alumbrado  difpatched  the 
private  fecretary  of  his  deluded  mafter 
by  a  dofe  of  poifon,  and  fucceeded  him 
in  his  place.  The  unfulpeding  prelate 
was  fo  much  pleafed  with  Alumbrado's 
abilities  and  fervices,  that  he  recom. 
mended  him  to  01iva*e2:  when  he  re* 
turned  to  Rome. 

The  charafler  of  the  Prime  Minifter  of 
Spa*n  differed  materially  from  that  of  the 
fiiOiop ;  Alumbrado,  however,  knew  how 
to  accommodate  himfelf  to  every  one. 
He  foon  prejudiced  his  new  patron  fo 
much  in  his  favour,  that  he  cntrufted 
him  with  the  execution  of  a  political 
charge  of  the  greateft  importance,  and 
Alumbrado  acquitted  himfelf  fo  well  of 
bis  commiflion,  that  the  Minifter  pro- 
mifed  to  reward  his  fervices  on  the  firft 
opportunity.  Alumbrado  improved  every 
opportunity  of  fecuring  the  favour  of  hi« 
mafter,  and  endeavoured  anxioufly  to  ex- 
plore his  ruling  paffions. 

The  kecn-fighted  di(C&mb\ex  fewv  fiit$c^:!e^ 
out  that  the  Minifter  via^  ^  ^^^^"^  -^^xsiNx^ 
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faweft  in  whofe  hands  thou  haft  been,  and 
how  the  miracles  by  which  thou  h?jdft 
been  enfnared,  had  been  wrought?  A 
fragment  which  I  have  copied  from  the 
records  of  the  trial,  will  enable  the  reader 
to  form  an  idea  of  the  ftate  of  my  unhappy 
friend. 

Duke.     It  is  impoffible,  I  fay. 

Alumbrado.  And  yet  it  is  exaftly  as  I 
have  told  you.  It  was  you  who  prompted 
me  by  your  relation  of  your  adventures 
with  the  Irifliman,  to  gain  you  for  my 
purpofe  by  delujive  miracles.  Thefe  were 
the  oftly  means  left  me  by  the  Marquis  of 
F******5  for  I  could  not  expeft  to  en- 
fnare  you  by  apparitions  of  gbqfts^  after 
the  fenfible  arguments  which  he  had  op- 
pofed  to  your  belief  in  their  exiftence. 
Your  friend's  philolophical  caution  not 
to  truft  a  man  whom  you  fhould  have 
caught  once  in  the  a6l  of  committing  a 
fraud,  obliged  me  to  be  on  my  guard,  and 
I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  you  that  I 
was  ^  faint.  I  pronounced  the  Irifliman 
^forcerer  in  order  to  prejudice  you  againft 
him,  and  to  exclude  him  from  all  further 
conncEtlon  with   you,     T\\m%  \  ^vcw^^ 
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joyed.  I  thought  it,  however,  prudent 
to  ufe  a  different  method.  He  founded 
his  fupernatural  power  on  the  occult  fci- 
ences,  and  I  on  religious  myfteries.  I 
did  not  find  it  more  difficult  to  lead  you 
from  the  delujicns  of  fpeculative  fhilojopby^ 
to  tboje  of  implicit  faitb^  than  to  give  you 
proofs  of  my  miraculous  power.  A  little 
dexterity,  a  little  fuccefs  on  my  part,  and 
a  judicious  accommodation  to  circum>" 
ftances,  delivered  you  and  the  Marquis 
into  my  power.  I  gained  my  purpofe,  and 
this  was  the  only  miracle  in  the  whole 
affair. 

Duke.  However,  the  effeSs  which  you 
produced^  are  dill  fo  very  myfterious  to 
me. — 

Alumbrado.  And  yet  every  thing  waa 
done  in  a  very  natural  manner. 

Duke.  How  could  you  know  the  acci- 
dent that  happened  at  the  Inn  at  *U*,  in 
the  very  moment  when  it  took  place. 

Alumbrado.     Becaufe   I    had   precon^ 

certed  it  with  fome  of  my  emiffaries.  at 

*li*.     You  now  will  comprehend  how  I 

could  know  the  day  and  the  hour,  and 
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oil  inftantly  fpread  over  the  furface  of 
the  water  and  calmed  the  agitated  waves.* 

Duke.  (After  a  paufe)  It  was  your 
intention  to  perfuade  me  to  return  to 
Li**on,  and  you  have  gained  your  aim  by 
that  expedient;  but  what  would  you 
have  done  if  no  tempeft  had  afforded 
you  an  opportunity  of  deceiving  me  by  a 
pretended  miracle  ? 

Alumbrado.  I  fhould  have  watched 
another  opportunity,  and  devifed  other 
artifices ;  for  it  was  with  that  view  that'  I 
accompanied  you  on  your  voyage  without 
your  knowledge. 

Duke.  By  what  means  did  you  prc- 
ferve  your  life,  under  the  hands  of  the 
royal  banditti  ? 

Alumbrado.  The  whole  fcene  you  be- 
held from  the  top  of  the  turret  was  pre- 
concerted by  me.  The  fellows  who  at- 
tacked 

*  Pliny  long  ago  knew  that  extraordinaiy  qasllqr  of 
the  oil,  and  in  our  times  it  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
experiments  of  the  immortal  Franklin.  Mr.  Oforez- 
kowlky,  the  celebrated  Ruffian  academician^  experienced 
the  fame  on  his  phyfical  voyage,  and  our  modem  fea- 
men  in  general  are  no  firangen  to  thateSc^LoC  tKc.  q>>1L« 
aa^  frequently  make  ufc  o£  it  \u  daxif^XQ^A^  l^x^gx.  '^^ 
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ing  it,  at  length,  into  hatred  that  had 
all  the  appearance  of  joft  refentment.      ^ 

Duke.  Ah!  I  now  begin  to  penetrate 
the  whole  atrocity  of  your  artful  wiles. 
Then  it  was  you  who  has  incited  the  King 
againft  me  and  my  family,  and  formed 
the  plot  againft  his  life  ? 

Alumbrado.  What  would  it  avail  me 
to  deny  the  charge  ? 

Duke.  And  yet  it  feemed  as  if  you  had 
not  been  concerned  in  the  confpiracy. 
The  defign  againft  the  King  had  already 
been  determined,  and  ftill  you  withheld 
your  confent  and  aififtance. 

Alumbrado.  And  not  without  reafon. 
I  would  not  expofe  rayfelf.  The  grand 
Inquifltor  and  the  Primate  took  care  to 
gain  you  to  our  purpofe  without  your 
fufpefling  it,  while  I  was  directing  the 
plot  behind  the  curtain;  I  ihould  have 
deftroyed  my  own  work  if  I  had  ftepped 
forth  too  foon.  My  feeming  backward* 
ncfs  fpurred  you  on,  and  fcreened  me 
from  fufpicion.  However,  after  I  had 
performed  the  laft  fiQitious  miracle,  I 
thought  myfelf  fufficiently  fecured  againft 
all  fufpicion^  and  calculated  vhat^kvcoald 
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trated  my  breaft.  A  fpring  which  Forced 
it  again  into  its  former  fituation,  rendered 
it  entirely  impoffible  for  you  to  difcover 
the  fraud. 

Duke.     What  views  had  you  in  making 
me  believe  that  you  was  invulnerable  ? 

Alumbrado.  Was  it  not  to  be  expeAed 
that  you  would  repofe  the  utmoft  reliance 
on  the  ailiftance  of  a  man  who  fhould  ap- 
pear to  you  proof  againft  balls  and  dag- 
gers ?  However,  I  have,  as  yet,  ex- 
plained to  you  only  the  particular  views 
I  had  in  performing  fiflitious  miracles, 
and  now  will  tell  you  that  every  one  of 
them  tended  to  effeft  a  genersd  end,  which 
was  nothing  lefs  than  to  perfuade  you  and 
the  Marquis  to  believe  that  God  was 
working  and  fpeaking  through  me.  Our 
plot  was  fo  hazardous,  the  circumftances 
fo  unfavourable,  and  fuccefs  fo  improba- 
ble, that  we  had  reafon  to  apprehend  you 
would  (brink  back  from  your  refolution, 
when  you  fhould  have  pondered  more 
maturely  the  danger  which  it  was  attended 
with.  For  this  reafon  I  thought  it  moll 
prudent  to  appear  to  you  to  be  an  organ 
oT  the  godhead}  because  u.  'v^%  \»  V^^  «»-- 
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fervour  of  your  prayer^  particularly  at 
night)  would  encreafe  the  fermenution  of 
your  blood,  and  animate  you  with  ad- 
ditional courage  to  execute  our  plan. 

Duke.  Infernal  fpirit!  but  no!  thou 
art  worfe  than  Satan !  for  he  refpeds  the 
temples  and  altars,  but  thou  haft  laid  thy 
fnares  even  in  thofe  facred  places.  Pray- 
irs  and  faitb^  thefe  facred  treafures  of 
man  become  in  thy  hand  tools  of  feduc« 
tion  ;  ^nd  thou  doft  not  tremble  at  the 
idea  of  being  accountable  to  the  all* 
feeing  Judge  for  thy  villainous  deeds  ?— « 
What  wouldil  thou  have  done,  daring 
wretch !  if  a  ray  of  divine  illumination 
had  difpelled  my  errors  ? 

Alumhrado.  I  was  not  afraid  of  that. 
You  could  expe£i  no  fuch  illumination 
from  above,  becaufe  your  own .  reafon 
would  have  pointed  out  to  you  the  illega« 
lity  of  your  defign,  if  you  had  confulted 
your  own  good  fenfe  rather  than  your 
paflions.  God  does  not  work  miracles 
while  we  can.be  inftruded  by  natural 
means. 

'Duke*  But  fuppofe  he  had— for  how 
canft  thou  prefcribe  limits  to  the.wifdom 
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of  God,  fuppofe  he  had,  ncTerthcIct,^ 
condefcended  to  open  mine  eyes  throygb 
his  holy  fpirit  ? 

Ahimhrado^  (carelefsly,)  I  then  Qiould 
have  had  recourfc  to  a  natural  cxpedicni 
— which  I  intended  to  adopt  in  cafe  of 
emergency-  You  will  recoil  eft  that  yon 
miffed  a  fiicet  of  your  treaiifc  on  the  Ma^ 
niibeean  Jyjiem  \  it  was  I  who  purloined  iu 
If  you  had  Ihrunk  back  from  your  eit- 
gagentent,  I  would  have  threatened  you 
witli  all  the  terrors  of  the  Inquifitioii>  die 
ftieet  was  written  by  yon  and  the  grand 
Inquifiior  my  friend ;  confequcntly  nov  as 
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Grief,  horror,  pity,  hope,  and  dcfpair 
aflailed  my  heart  alternately,  after  I  had 
read  this  letter.  I  moiftened  it  with  burn- 
ing tears.  When  this  violent  agitation  of 
my  mind  began  to  abate  fo  much  that  I 
could  refleft  again,  I  confidered  -what 
could  be  done  for  the  prefervation  of  this 
hftplefs  man,  and  regardlefs  of  my  indif-- 
p^ofition  haftened  to  the  archbifhop  of 
Lif^on,  who  always  had  been  very  par- 
tial to  the  Duke  and  was  much  rcfpeOred 
by  the  Queen.  I  entreated  this  worthy 
prelate  to  intercede  with  the  latter  for  my 
haplefs  friend.  "  Alas !"  he  replied, 
"  I  have  attempted  it  already  without 
fuccefs.**  **  How,  my  Lord  ?"  her  reply 
was,  "how  can  you  intercede  for  a 
traitor  who  has  meditated  our  defhruftion 
and  the  ruin  of  our  kingdom.  All  that 
you  can  expeft  is  that  1  Ihall  forget  what 
you  have  aflced,'* 

This  account  of  the  archbifhop  rent 
my  heart;  however,  I  entertained  ftilt 
.  fome  hope  that  the  King,  whofe  generous 
difpofition  I  knew,  would  not  prove  cal- 
lous againft  my  tears  and  prayers.  I  went 
without  delay  lotheps^ace^  abd  vr^«.«.d^ 
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was  fuddenly  flung  open,  and  Hierman^ 
/or  entered.  Although  I  have  great  rea- 
fon  to  be  angry  with  him,  yet  he  ap« 
peared  to  me  an  angel  of  light,  in  com* 
parifon  with  Alumbrado.  The  fight  of 
him  roufed  my  heart  from  its  ftate  of  de- 
fpondency;  however,  my  former  gloomi- 
nefs  of  mind  foon  returned,  when  af- 
ter a  long  and  folemn  filence,  he  ex* 
claimed :  ^^  n\uft  we  meet  again  in  this 
placer  •    • 

♦  I  could  return  no  anfwer;  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  my  guxlt  lay  heavy  on  my 
mimi,  and  the  looks  of  the  Irifliman 
confounded  me.  Without  being  af- 
fefted  by  my  perplexity,  be  refumed^ 
after  a  (hort  filcnce :  '^  you  was  a  no- 
ble, deferving  young  man  when  I  left 
you,  and  now  I  find  you  a  rebel.''  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  accent 
in  which  he  pronounced  thefe  words, 
or  the  truth  they  implied,  that  made  my 
blood  ferment  on  a  fiidden — in  ihort,  I 
exclaimed :  "  if  yciu  had  fulfilled  your 
promife  as  an  honeft  man^  I  fiiould  then 
perhaps  not  have  been  in  this  fituation." 
The  Irishman  feemed  to  be  ^iff't&ibd.N^VsR.- 
Vol,  III.  P  ^  \sw«^^^^' 
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^  appeared  by  a  mirror  placed  before  that , 
«  ftatue." 

''  But  how  did  it  happen  that  the  mirror 

*  cfcaped  my  obfervation  ?'' 

"  You  will  recoUeft  that  the  vifion  ap- 
^  peared  not  far  from  the  chapel,  behind 

*  the  wall  of  which  the  mirror  was  placed 
^  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  could  not  be 

*  perceived  by  you." 

«  And  Antonio's  ftatuc  ?'* 

"  You  would  have  obfervcd  it  if  the 

*  fight  of  the  apparition  had  notengrofled 

*  your  whole  attention;  however,  its  having 

*  been  painted  white  like  the  reft  of  xhe 

*  ftatues   in   the    church-yard,    probably 
^  would  have  induced  you  to  miftake  it  for 

*  the  ftatue  of  fome  faint  or  other,  and 
^  thus  it  would  not  have  attracted  youy 

*  attention." 

.  *^  But  how  could  the  apparition  difap- 
^  pear  and  re-appear  at  my  defire  ?" 

"  That  was  not  difficult.     One  of  my 
^  people,  who  direfled  the  mirror  throu^gh 

*  one  of  the  church  windows,  removed  it 

*  when  the  vifion  difappeared,  and    re- 

*  placed   it  again  in  its  proper  fituation 

P  2  ^  NjC^C^^-^ 
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<<  tlien  your  laft  miracle  loo  vas  a  de- 
Mufion?" 

^  You  have  my  confeffion." 

^*  And  Bevertbelefs  yo^  afiured  ^^  fo 

*  folemaly  that  it  wa^  ikt  work  of  iiipcr«> 

*  natural  power !" 

**  I  did  fo;  but  I  intended  to  repant 
f  after  t^e  end  whii:h  I  bad  in  vif^w  Ihould 

*  bave  been  attained.  Unftwrefcen  inci- 
^  dents    prevented    aic   freia  .  doing-  it 

*  fooner.** 

*«  Why  did  not  CouQl  Clairval  recant 

*  in  your  name,  when  I  entreated  him  fe 
^  (olemnly  and  fo  prelfing  to  confefs  the 
•fraud?" 

^^  He  bad  received  bo  orders  to  diai 

*  purpofe.'* 

^  You  promifed  rae,  one  time,  td 
'  initiate  me  in  a  new  pbilofophy^and  to 
^  introduce  roe  to  an  happinefs  that  is  con- 

*  cealed  from  other  mortals.'* 

**  Then.  I  promifed  you  what  I  am  notf 

*  able  to  perform.     Without  circumlocu- 

*  tion,  I  impofed  upon  you  I" 

"  And  you  hare  the  courage  to  tell  me 

*  this  to  my  face  ?" 

P3  ««Ihave 


MAGICAL  DELUSION,  31  f 
^pi-odttcetf  on  my  mind,  becaufe  I  never 
^  was  able  to  recover  entirely  from  the 
erroneous  opinion  that  the  apparition  of 
the  church-yard  had  been  the  effeft  of 
fu'pernatural*  power.  An  infernal  im- 
po (lor  took  advantage  of  the  fituation  of 
iny  mind,  and  incited  me  through  new 
delufions  to  engage  in  the  undertaking 
that  has  been  the  caufe  of  thefe  fetters^ 
Are  you  now  fenfible  of  the  injury  I 
haVe  fufFcred  through  you  ?" 
*  The  Irifhman  grew  pale,  and  feemed 
deprived  of  the  power  of  utterance.  At 
once  he  recovered  from  his  fudden 
terror,  and  farted  up.  "  Whither  are 
yoif  going?'*  I  exclaimed.  ♦«  To  the 
.Kingpf  fee  replied.  ^  What  bufinefs 
have  you  with  the  King  ?**  I  enquired. 
*  I  am  going  to  implore  him  to  fpare  your 
life  and  to  fet  you  at  liberty.  Forgive 
^  me,  unfortunate  young  man !  (he  added) 
forgive  me !  I  will  exert,  every  power 
of  perfuafion  for  the  prefervation  of 
your  life."  So  faying  he  left  me,  and  I 
have  not  feen  him  fince.  I  muft  pa- 
tiently await  the  effeQ  of  his  applica- 

P    4  *  VlWw* 
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fpirators  hanged    and   quartered.      The 
punifhment  of  the  Primate  and  the  Grand 
Inquifitor  was  left  to  the  decillon  of  the 
King. 

The  King  propofed  in  the  council  of 
ftate  in  which  this  decree  was  debated^ 
that  fome  of  the  criminals  ihould  be  ex* 
ecuted,  but  the  reft  imprifoned  for  life. 
The  Marquis  of  **ira  infifted,  however, 
upon  the  execution  of  the  legal  punifh- 
ment, and  was  feconded  by  the  other 
members.  The  King  mitigated  the  pu* 
niOiment  of  thofe  who  had  been  fen- 
tenced  to  be  hanged,  ordering  them  to 
be  beheaded.  The  two  prelates,  whofe 
fate  had  been  left  to  his  Royal  pleafurcj 
were  doomed  to  eternal  imprifonment.    ' 

Going  to  Court  the  next  day,  i  heard 
Alumbrado  had  found  means  to  efcape 
from  his  prifon.  It  was  believed  01iv»- 
rez  had  bribed  the  gaoler  by  a  large  fum 
to  fuffer  him  to  liberate  himfcif,  which 
appeared  to  me  very  probable,  as  the 
latter  could  be  found  no  where,  and  very 
likely  had  joined  the  villain  in  his  flight, 
who,  however,  as  it  is  to  be  wifhed  for 
P  5  >ia«. 
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the  bed  of  human  kind,   will  not  efcapc 

the  punifhment  due  to  his  crimes** 

What  I  am  going  to  relate  now  h  the 
account  of  an  eye-witnefs,  for  how  could 
I  have  been  pre  fen  t  on  fuch  an  heart- 
breaking occafion  ? 

On  the  28th  of  Augiift  a  fcafFold,  co- 
vered with  black  cloth,  was  ere  Bed  be* 
fore  i\i(i  lioiife  wlierc  the  prifoners  had 
been  confined  the  preceding  nighi-  On 
this  fcaffuld  three  fteps  were  fccn,  on 
each  of  which  a    chair  was  placed,  the 

ypper 
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upper  one  for  the  Duke  of  Cam*na5  the 
middle  chair  for  the  i  Marquis  of  Villa 
R*al,  and  the  lower  one  for  the  Duke  of 
Ar*amar. 

The  Marquis  of  Villa  R*al  was  the  firft 
who'  ftcpped  out  of  one  of  the  windows 
of  the  houfc,,  which  ferved  inftcad  of  a 
door.  He  begged  the  byt-ftanders  par- 
don in  a  (hort  fpeech,  and  was  beheaded. 

As  foon  as  his  corpfc  was  covered  his 
fon  made  his  appearance.  His  pale  and 
ftaring  countenance  refcmblcd  that  of  a 
corpfc.  He  uttered  not  a  fyllable,  feateci 
himfelf  on  the  chair,  and  one  blow  fe- 
vered his  head  from  his  body. 
"  The  pen  drops  from  my  hand,  and  the 
idea  of  that  horrid  fcene  curdles  the  blood 
in  my  veins.  Reader,  who  art  perufing 
thefe  pages,  look  back  once  more  on  the 
road  on  which  a  noble  young  man,  adorn- 
ed' with  the  mod  excellent  genius,  and 
the  bed  of  hearts,  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
feduced  to  a  crime  for  which  be  atoned 
with  his  life  ! 
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pubUcation  of  the  fubfequent  pages  ta 
my  children. 

Nine  years  arc  already  clapfed  fincc 
the  execution  of  the  conrpirators,  and 
the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  F*  and — the 
Duke  of  Carina,  whofe  haplefs  fate  the 
latter  has  bewailed  in  filent  grief,  and 
kAo  generally  is  believed  to  have  been 
executed  with  the  reft  of  his  aflbciates^ 
is  yet  alive. 

The  King^  who  ardently  wifhed  to 
fpaxe  the  life  of  the  Duke,  but  at  the  fame 
time  ^as  afraid  of  coumerading  the  de« 
cree  of  the  council  of  ftate,  who  had 
doomed  him  to  public  execution,  found 
himfelfinno  fmall  embarraflVnent.  How* 
ever,  the  Irifhman,  who  wifhed  with  equal 
ardour  to  (ave  the  life  of  the.  poor  mif«' 
guided  young  man,  foon  found  out  means 
of  diflblving  the  Gordian  knot.  **  I 
could,"  faid  he  to  the  King,  ^^  maike  a 
mafk,  which  no  one  fliould  be  able  to  dif»> 
cern  from  the  real  phifiognomy  of  the 
Duke;  and  this  maik  I  couM  faften  to 
the  face  of  fome  other  perfon,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  every  one  fhould  believe 
duu  perfon  to  be  the  Dukib*    VL^  >Sb^»4| 
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vitneflcd  his  executiop,  fufpe£ied  him  to 
be  any  6ther  perfon  but  the  Duke  whom 
he  reprefcnted. 

The  latter,  however,  knew  nothing  of 
this  fraud  that  had  been  pfaftifcd  in  his 
favour,  for  although  thie  Irifhman  had 
modelled  his  face  in  wax,  yet  he  had  not 
received  the  moft  diftant  hint  of  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  it  had  been  done.  When 
he  was  carried  out  of  his.  dungeon,  .a  few 
hours  after  the  execution  of  his  fathef 
and  the  diiguifed  Alumbrado,  and  led 
through  a  dark  fubterraneous  paflage,  he 
fancied  that  he  was  to  meet  his  doom. 
He  was  condu6ked  over  many  fecret  flair- 
cafes,  and  at  length  entered,  through  an 
iron  door,  a  dark  apartment  where  he  was 
ordered  to  wait.  But  foon  after  a  fe- 
cond  door  was  opened,  and  an  apartment 
illuminated  with  numbcrlcfs  torches  pre- 
fentcd  itfelf  to  his  view.  There  he  be- 
held the  King  fitting  at  a  table,  and  a 
man  with  a  fack  and  a  fword  {landing  by 
his  fide,  who  beckoned  to  him  to  ftep 
nearer.  The  Duke  having  entered  the 
apartment,  the  door  was  bolted  after  him, 
and  he  expefted  every  motafcxwX.  \ft\ifc.\iv% 
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who  ftaggered   back  "when  he   difcerned 

^-  his  own  features  in  the  face  of  the  bleed- 

_j  ing  head.     The  whole  myftery  was  now 

^  explained  to  him,  and  the  King  added  : 

^    **  You  owe  your  life  to  my  mercy  and 

^  •*  the  invention   of  the   Irifhman;  it  is, 

-  "  however,  not  in  my  power  to  reftore 

.  .  <«  you  to  human  focieiy.     Although  you 

_  ««  are   alive,  yet  you  will  be  numbered 

,.  **  among  the  dead,    and  be  loft   to  the 

.    •*  world  for  ever.      You  will  pafs  your 

**  life   banifhed   from    fociety,    and   de- 

**  prived  of  liberty,    yet  you  may    reft 

**  aflured  that  none  of  the  comforts  of 

•*  life,  liberty  excepted,  will   be  denied 

««  you/* 

This  fentence  was  executed  literally. 
The  Duke  was  confined  for  the  reft  of 
his  life  in  a  ftrong  tower  (ituated  on  the 
river  Ta*o,  where  handfome  apartments 
were  allotted  to  him,  and  wanted  no- 
thing but  liberty. 


Xlft 


TBI 

TRANSLATOR'S  ADDRESS 

TO    HIS 

THINKING   READERS. 


BEFORE  the  Tranflator  takes  leave  of  the  Reader, 
who  will  not  withhold  a  tear  of  tender  pity  from  the 
Hero  of  the  preceding  pages*  when  informed  that  the 
mournful  tale  of  his  deviations  and  hapkfs  fate  is  not  the 
ofispring  of  imaginary  fi^on,  but  founded  on  hiftorical 
fa^s,  recorded  in  Abbe  Vertot's  excellent  Hiftory  of 
the  Revolution  in  Portugal ;  he  deems  it  his  duty  as  a 
man*  and  as  a  Chriftian*  to  put  his  young  friends*  whd 
will  perufe  his  tranflation,  in  a  way  to  avoid  the 
fnarcs  of  fupcrftition,  the  dire  eflEcds  of  which  are  the 
theme  of  the  preceding  volumes.  A  careful  attention 
to  tlie  four  following  principles,  will  be  the  fareft 
tneans  of  fteermg  clear  of  the  dangerous  rocks  and 
quickfands  of  fupcrftitioii,  on  which  the  happinefs  of 
fo  many  mortals  has  been  wrecked  ;  the  Tranflator, 
therefore,  begs  his  readers  who  value  their  peace  of 
mind,  never  to  forget 

TUfat  Order  h  the  Supreme  Lipw  9f  Nature.  The 
motion  of  the  celeftial  bodies,  the  ecliptical  courfe  of 
our  globe,  the  regular  change  of  day  and  night,  and 
of  the  different  feafons,  and  every  objefi  we  behold  in 
Nature's  boundlcfs  realms,  enforce  the  truth  of  that 
principle  on  the  mind  of  the  attentive  obferver.  We 
no  where  behold  efleds  without  a  fufficient  caufe,  no 
where  caufes  without  proportionate  efxed^s ;  no  where 
vacancies  nor  irregular  leaps  in  the  feries  and  concate- 
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Soperftitiott  mifconctires  this  order  of  thinp,  eic« 
fe&s  eSe3i  without  caufes^  or  from  fuch  ciufes  at 
have  no  relation  to  them  ;  it  arbitrarily  transforms  the 
nature  of  things  feparates  what  is  indiflblobly  con- 
neded,  and  conne^s  in  the  (utne  arbitrary  manner 
diings  which  evidently  contradid  each  othcr«  or  ate 
not  conne^d  at  all. 

Superdition  obliterates  the  natural  limiu  of  created 
being9,  imputing  to  them  qualities  and  powers  which 
they  60  not,  nor  can  podefs,  if  they  (hall  be  and  con. 
linue  to  be  what  they  really  are.  The  fuperftitious 
expe^  every  where  miracles  and  exceptions  from  the 
ibted  rules  of  Nature*  and  the  more  wild  and  con« 
fufed  his  fancies  are«  the  more  important  folutions  of 
myilenes  do  they  appear  to  him  to  promife.  But  is 
not  this  fcorning  the  laws  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
world,  and  cenfuring  the  order  of  things  which  is 
founded  thereupon  ?  Is  not  this  cx}>ofing  the  world, 
which  is  the  work  of  the  Supreme  wifdom  and  good- 
ncfs,  to  all  the  dangers  and  confufions  of  blind  iata- 
lity,  and  deftroying  all  dependence  on  our  reafoning 
and  conclufionSy  on  our  anions,  hopes  and  expedia- 
tions  ?  Is  fuch  a  manner  of  thinking  confiftcnt  with  a 
found  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  the  ways  of  Provi- 
dence ?  If  you  wi(h  to  avoid  the  delufions  and  the 
ihares  of  fu perdition,  that  bane  of  human  happinefs, 
of  good  order,  and  of  peace  of  mind,  O I  then  refpeft 
Order  as  the  fupreme  law  of  Nature,  as  the  unalter* 
able  will  of  her  Creator  and  Ruler  I  Make  yourfelvcs 
acquainted  with  the  regulation  of  thcuorld,  and  the 
eternal  laws  after  which  it  is  goremed ;  fufpedl  every 
thing  that  is  Contrary  to  the  regular  courfe  of  Natuie, 
SDd  do  not  foolifhiy  dreatn  that  it  l^  m^'^  ^^^^^ 
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cfie^  It  prodoces  fill  oar  foul  with  fear  and  confternt- 
tion ;  without  reafon  we  (hould  be  the  fport  of  our  own 
paffions,  and  of  tbofe  of  others* 

Superftition  doe8»  however*  not  argue  thus.    The 
fuperftitious  and  the  vile  diifeminator  of  fuperftition, 
defpifes  teafon*  decries  that  facred  prerogative  of  man, 
exaggerates  her  imperfe^ons  and  ^eaknefles,  hurls  her 
from  the  throne  on  which  the  Creator  has  placed  her, 
and  raifes  fci^Jon  and  imagination  upon  it.    The  fu- 
perftitious will  r.et  think,  not  examine  nor  draw  juft 
conclufions;  every  pidlure  that  heats  his  fancy;  every 
appearance  that  blinds  his  fenfes;  every  obfcure  idea 
that  makes  his  blood  ferment,  is  well  received  by  him  ; 
he  prefers  it  to  every  principle  of  reafon,  and  every  in* 
conteftible  truth,  becaufe  they  do  not  amufe,  nor  heat 
his  fenfes  and  his  imagination.    The  more  royfterious, 
the  more  inconceivable  a  phenomenon,  an  experience, 
doftrine  or  fyftcm  is,  the  more  eagerly  he  takes  hold  of, 
and  the  more  firmly  does  he  rely  upon  them,  becaufe 
they  leave  his  reafon  at  reft,  and  promife  him  great  dif- 
coveries  without  trouble  and  exertion.     But  can  this 
be  called  honouring  human  nature  and  her  Creator  ?  is 
this  valuing  and  making  a  proper  ufe  of  the  prerogatives 
that  ennoble  human  nature  ?  Do  we  not  degrade  our- 
felves  to  an  inferior  fort  of  beings  when  irufting  to  no 
other  guides  but  to  our  fenfes  and  feelings,  and  fcorn- 
ing  the  didlatesof  reafon  ?  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  when 
the  fuperftitious  entangles  himfelf  in  the  mazes  of  delu- 
fion,  and  falls  a  vi^im  to  a  felf-created  tyrant  ?  If  yoa 
are  defirous  to  ayoid  thefe  dark  and  perilous  labyrinths, 
if  you  wilh  to  piirfue  the  road  to  eternity  with  peace  of 
mind  and  fafety,  O !  then  honour  reafon  as  the  greateft 
treafure  of  man,  and  mainuin  the  dignity  this  gift  of 
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Max  is  defiinatei for  an  aSfive  and  a  laborious  life,  and 
n»hatever  makes  bim  relinquifb^  or  dijlike  it,  removes  him 
from  his  dfftination.  This  is  the  third  principle  I  wilb 
to  recommend  to  the  confideration  of  the  reader  who 
wifties  to  guiird  againd  the  Infiduous  wiles  of  fuperdi- 
tion.  Man  is  not  dcfigned  to  lead  an  idle  and  con- 
templative life,  but  to  exert  his  faculties,  and  to  ac- 
quire the  nn<^is  of  happinefs.  He  is  dedinated  to  ufe 
all  his  mencm  md  corporearfacultles,  to  apply  tlicm  to 
ufeful  occupations,  and  thus  to  unfold  and  to  improve 
ihem.  He  therefore,  never  can  grow  reafonablc  and 
wife,  nor  virtuous,  rich,  and  powerful,  without  his 
own  uninterrupted  exertions  to  become  fo.  He  muft 
learn  every  thing  through  meditation  and  diligent  ap- 
plication, and  acquire  every  thing  with  trouble  aiid  la- 
bour, and  only  what  he  thus  learns  and  acquires,  he 
can  confider  as  his  property,  which  he  can  rely  upon, 
and  ufe  with  fafety.  Man  muft  not  exj^d  tlic  intcr- 
ccflion  of  phyfical,  or  moral  miracles,  for  t!x  Take  of 
his  inftruftion  and  fupport,  the  incrcafe  of  his  vvcalih, 
or  the  reftoration  of  his  health ;  for  if  that  were  tl;c 
cafe,  he  neither  would,  nor  ever  could  attain  here  be- 
low, that  degree  of  perfection  he  is  dcfigncd  to  ac(|Birc. 
Man  (hall  not  overleap  a  finglc  ftcp  on  the  fcale  of  per-  • 
fedion,  but  approach  tlie  great  mari;  only  by  degrees, 
and  with  careful  fteps.  V.''hocver  will  pay  due  atten« 
tion  to  the  inftitutions  and  regulations  G'jd  has  made 
for  the  improvement  and  tlie  education  of  man,  will 
be  convinced  of  the  trurh  of  this  principle. 

If,  therefore,  you  wiOi  to  execute  the  will  of  Godi 
Tind  to  attain  the  deftination  for  which  you  arc  de- 
figned,  O!  then  l>eware  of  fuperftition;  for  it  goet 
diametrically  againil  the  inftitutions  and  re^Ml^vvsevx 
vbich  God  hsi  made  for  iht  V\a^^m;:^^  ol  ^n^xv^  V^- 

VoL.  UU  Q^  ^^'^ 
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(  IX  ) . 

lau's  of  nature.     But  let  us  fuppofe  the   Godhead 
(hould  really  give  it  in  the  power  of  man  to  explore 
his  future  fate»  would  be  be  the  happier  for  it  ?  No, 
undoubtedly  not!  a  knowledge  of  that  kind   rather 
would  prove  the  greateft  bane  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
individuaLand  of  the  human  race  in  general.     The 
villain  wot£\grow  more  daring,  and  fcorn  all  divine 
and  human  Ktvs,  if  he  could  forefce  that  no  temporal 
bad   confeqHcrices  would  attend  his  vile  courfc,  and 
every  one  that  could  foreknow  the  blefFmgs  which  fii- 
lurity  has  in  ftore  for  him,  would  anticipate  the  jnys 
that  await  him;  fo  that  the  cxpet^led  kappinefs,  when 
realifedy  would  charm  him  infinitely  hfsthan  if  it  had 
furprifed  him  unawares.     Many  great  geniufes,  that 
through  their  talents   ha\'c  proved  blcflings    to  the 
world,  and,  notwithftanding   their  unremitted   excr- 
tions  to  raife  a  fortune,  through  their  fervices  to  hu« 
fnan  kind,  lived  and  die.i  in  poverty,  would  have  re« 
taxed  in  their  zealous  endeavours  to  render  themf<:Ivcs 
ufeful  to  th«  ftate,  if  they  could  have  forefeen  their 
fate  ;  the  world  would  have  been  deprived  of  the  fruits 
of  their  diligence,  and  dcfpair  would  have  utterly  dc- 
ilroyed  every  remnant  of  comfort  which  the  ignorance 
of  their  future   fate  has  left   them  ;    while,  on   the 
contrary,    heaven  -  bom  hope  gave  wings    to    their 
genius,  and  animated  them  to  purfue  their  career  with 
redoubled  alacrity.     If  the  favourite  of  fortune  could 
forcfee  that  the  fickle  Goddefs  never  will  prove  incoo- 
flant  to  him,  would  this  not  render  him  proud  and 
overbearing  ?  would  not  the  firm  pcrfuafion  that  the 
uninterrupted  continuation  of  his  happy  fituation  would 
entirely  exempt  him  from  every  application  to  the 
kindnefs  and  aiJillancc  of  lus  fcWoTi  citaX>ik\^'^%  \^'cA^^ 
lum  negle^lful  in  his  ci\AcavoMt^  Xo   '^i^^^i^^^  "^^^ 
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(    xl    ) 
to  the  judgments  of  punilhing  Heaven?    Doci  not 
every  ChriiHan  know  that  vice  leads  to  eternal  mifery 
hereafter  ?  and  do  we  not  every  day  l)chold,  notwith- 
ftandingthe  general  belief  in  that  awful  truth,  thou- 
iands  and^houfands  difregard  the  warning  voice  of 
IleavoHj  apcl  purfue  the  road  to  eternal  dcftrudiion  with 
unabated  a^.« cur?  Is  it  to  be  exped^cd  that  man,  who 
riiks  his  etetnal  falvation  for  the  grjciti.ation  of  his 
ddires  durin^.a  (hort  and  uncertain  life,  that  man  who 
does  not  tn^ible  at  the  certainty  of  endlcfb  mifery, 
would  be  rendered  more  careful  in  the  choice  of  his 
enjoyntentSf    and  in  the   mode    of  his  proceedings 
through  the  foreknowledge  of  future  temporal  woe  ? 
I  jet  us  therefore,  never  prefumc,  nor  even  wi(h  to  pry  into 
futurity,  let  us  not  revolt  againfl  the  exprcfs  command 
of  the  great  Ruler  of  ilie  Uaivcrfe :  not  regard  them 
that  have  familiar  fpirits,  nor  fcek  after  wizards,  and 
fufped^  every  one  who  promifes  to  remove  the  veil  from 
the  hidden  face  of  futurity.     Let  us  look  upon  thofe 
daring  mortals  as  the  greateft  enemies  to  human  happi* 
ncA,  as  rebels  againll  the  law  of  Iicaven,  and  as  im- 
po.lors  who  ahufe  our  credulity,  and  under  the  cloak  of 
occult  fciciiccs,  make  us  fubfcrvicnt  to  their  private 
vlc'.vs.     Lct^  us  not  l>e  aftonifhed  when  we  now  and 
then  find  fomc  of  their  prt-didions  realifed ;  but  al- 
ways confider  that  this  is  o^ving  merely  to  accident, 
and  that  one  truth  tliey  utter,  is  overbalanced  by  num- 
bcrlefb  lies.     Let  us  ad  up  to  the  beft  of  our  know- 
ledge, fulfil  our  duties  to  God  and  men,  confide  in  the 
paternal  care  of  Providence,  and  he  that  rules  the  fate 
of  the  whole  creation,  will  Hand  our  friend  and  protec- 
tor in  the  time  of  need. 

F     I     N     1    ?>• 
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